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THE 

RAMBLER. 

No. 141. TUESDAY, JULY 23, 1751. 

HUariiqut, lamat cvm ptmdere, MWuj.->— ItAt. 
Gieataev with eaie, uid gtj aevwity. 

To the RAMBLER. 

Politicians have long obBerved, tliat the greatest 
events may be often traced back to slender causes. 
Petty competition or casual friendship, the prudence 
of a slave, or the garrulity of a woman, have hiii> 
dered or promoted the most important schemes, 
and hastened or retarded the revolutions of empire. 
Whoever shall review his life will generally find, 
that the whole tenor of his oonduct has been de- 
t^-inined by some accident of no apparmt mo- 
ment, ch: by a combinatim of inconsiderable dr- 
cumstances, acting when his imagination was un- 
occupied, and his judgment unsettled ; and that 
his principles and actions have taken their colour 
from some seo^ infusion, mingled without design 
in the current of his ideas. The desives that pre- 

VOL. VI.. B 

Diflitizec by Google 



3 THE RAMBLES. No^ 141., 

dtmiinate in our hearts, are instilled by impercep- 
tible communications at the time when we look 
upon the various scenes of the world, and the dif- 
ferent employments of men, with the neutrality 
' of inexperience ; and we come forth from the nur- 
sery or the school, invariably desUned to the pur- 
suit of great acquisitions, or petty accomplish- 
ments. 

Such was the impulse by which I have been 
kept in motion from my earliest years. I was 
born to an inheritance which gave my childhood 
a claim to distii^ctionr^od caresses, and was ac- 
customed to hear applauses, before they had much 
influence on my thoughts. The first praise of 
which I remember myself sensible was that of 
good-humour, which, whether I deserved it or not 
when it was bestowed, I have since made it my 
whole business to propagate and maintain. 

When I was sent to school, the ffiety of my 
look, and tbe liveliness of my loquacity, soon 
gained me admission to hearts not y^ fortified 
against affectj^xi by artifice f« interest. I wag 
entrusted with every stratagem, and assodated 'in. 
every sport; my company gave alacrity to a fro- 
fi^ and ^Mness to a holiday. I was indeed so 
much employed in adjusting or executing schemes 
of diversion, that 1 had lio leisure for my tasks, 
but was furnished witb exercises, and instructed 
in my lessons, by some' kind p^roii of the higher 
dasses. My master not suspecting my dcficienc^t 
or unwilling to detect what his kJndnpts wpuld 
not punish nor his impartiality excuse, 'allowed m^ 
to escape with a ^ight examiaation, laughed at 
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No. 141. THjB RAIOLEB. S 

tke p^ttnew of my ignoisaiifli. and the Bjnaghtii* 
nets of my ab«ii>rdities, mi couU not SoAeat to 
fjhow th^t he regarded me with suob teiul«rneti^ 
as genius md loaroing van aeldoi^ exsite. 

Wjrom fchool I wa» diflmiaaod to ibb woifenlty, 
vhvre I sooo drew Upnil me tint notiae of tbd 
yoimger students, and was the couitant porttifir 
<^ their morning WaUU. .wd evdDing oodipotatioiis. 
I was n^ indeed imich celeliimtcd for Hteratur^ 
bal was looked on with indalfpnce as s man of , 
parts, wbo wanted nothing ^ut the didncet of a 
■oholttf, sod migfit become eourielit whenever ha 
dould Qondssoend to la6our and attcntioD. My 
tutor a wbili^ reproached me with ue^UgencB, and 
stressed ray sallies wit)h eupeniilioUB granty ;- ye^ 
luTing natur^ gDod-tuunour luv king ia hit hean^ 
be couM.iiot-loBg hold 014 agaiiitt the power of 
hUarily,' but afler a ievt montlis began lo lelai: the 
musdea ofdiaciplinariati moKtsonKf, '^ ueoeircd tat 
with'smiles after an elopettten^ and ihat he might 
not betray bis trust :to bis ftmdneiis was eontettt ! ita 
spare oiy diHgenoe by infiitea&og 'fait' own. .: 

Thus I ooBtinUed' to dissipate tbe- gloom of col- 
legiate' austenty,'>tO'wftate my otrn Itfe in idleo^, 
and Imv' othets from their studies, tii^ Ae ba^py 
boBT'atiitQdi (whesi I nr^s .sentitd L^don, " I sobm 
diK!D>Mred$be towid to be itfae .prop^ element 'o£ 
yootii' uaA- giiaty; and -'wa^'iquidEly' distinguis^ied 
ts a wit hf the. ladies, A ^eoies o£ beings only 
beard of at- tbe vaasvemt^, wbom I bad no aooneir 
th^ hKppiness oS approaching -than I devoted all 
my facalties4o.tiie amUtion of {^ciasing'tiiciii; 

'A wit, Ur Bamfater. ia the ^aleet of ladies, is 
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4 THK &AUBLE&. Ko. 141. 

not always a man who, by the action of a vigorons 
fancy upwi comprehennve knowledge, brings dis- 
tant ideas unexpectedly together, who, by some 
peculiar acuteness, discovers resnnblance in ob- 
jects disumilar to comm<m eyes, or, by mixing 
heterogeneous notions, dazzles the attention with 
sudden scintillations of conceit A lady's wit is s 
man who 'can make ladies laagb, to which, how- 
ever easy it may seem, many gifts of nature, and 
attainments of art, must commonly concur. He 
that hopes to be received as a wit in female as- 
semUies, should have a form neither so amiable ai 
to strike with admiration, nor so ooarse as to raise 
disgust, with an understanding too feeble to be 
dreaded, and too fordble to be despised. The 
other parts of the character are more subject to va- 
riation ; it was formerly essential to a wit, that half 
bis back should be covered with a snowy fleecy 
and, at a time yet more remote, no man was a wit 
without his boots. In the days of the Spectatcff a 
snuff-box seems to have been indispensable : but in 
my time an embroidered coat was sufficient, with 
any precise regulation of the rest of his dress. 

But wigs and boots and snufiVboxes are von, 
without a perpetual resolution to b? merry, and 
who can . always find supplies c£ mirth ? Juvoial 
indeed, in his comparison of the two opposite phi- 
losophers, wonders only whence en unexhausted 
fountain of tears could be discharged : but had 
Juvmal, with all hu spirit, undertaken my pro- 
vince, he would have found constant gaiety equally 
difficult to be supported. Consider, Mr Rambler, 
and compassionate the oonditun <^ a man, who 
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has taught ereiy compaBy to expect from Um a 
continual feast of laughter, an unintermitted stream 
of jocularity. The task of every other slave has 
an end. The rower in time readies the port ; the 
lexicographer at last finds the condusion of hii 
alphabet ; only the hapless wit has his labour alwajrt 
to begin, the call for novelty is never satisfied* and 
one jest only raises expectation of another. 

I know that among meh of teaming and aspe- 
rity the retainers to the female world are not much 
regarded : yet I cannot but hope that if you knew 
at bow dear a rate our honours are purchased* you. 
would look with some gratulation on our success, 
' and with some pity on our miscarriages. Think 
on the misery of him who is condemned to culti- 
vate barrenness and ransack vacuity ; who is 
obliged to continue his talk when iiis meaning is 
spent, to raise merriment without images, to ha- 
rass his imagination in quest of thoughts which he 
cannot start, and bis memory in pursuit of narra- 
tives which be cannot overt^e ; observe the effort 
with which he strains to conceal despondwcy by 
a smile, and the distress in which he sits while the 
eyes of the company are fixed upon him as the last 
refuge 'fi^m silence and dejection. 

It were endless to recount the shifts to which I 
mnrk been reduced, or to enumerate the different 
species of ardfidal wit I regularly fivquented 
coffee-houses, and have often lived a week upon 
an expression, of which he who dropped it did not 
kiiifw the vidue. When fortune did not favour my 
erratic Industry, I gleaned jests at home from ob- 
acAet^ fivoes. To collect wit was indeed safe, for 
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6 THE KAJOIOK ISo* 141- 

I fUmaotted with none that looked much into books* 
but to disperse It was the difficulty, A seeming 
negligence was often useful, and 1 have very sufc- 
tessfully made a reply not to what the lady had 
Said, but to what it vras ctmvenient for me to hear ; 
for ver^ few were so perverse as to rectify a mis- 
take which had given odcasion to a burst of mer* 
riment Sometimes I drew the conversation up by 
degrees to a proper point, and produced a omieit 
which I had treasured up, like sportsmen who boast 
<if killing the foxes which they lodge in the coTert. 
Eminence is, however, in some happy moments, 
gained at less expence; I have delighted a whole 
circle at one time with a series of quibbles, and 
made myself good compariy at > another, by scald- 
ing my fingers, or mistaking a lady's lap for my 
own chair. 

These are sirtful deceits and useful expedients ; 
but expedients are at length .ei^hausted, and de- 
ceits detected. Time itself, among other injuries, 
diminishes the power of pleasing, and I now find/ 
in my forty-fifth year, many jvanks and pleasantries 
very coldly received, which had formerly filled a 
whole room with jollity and acclamation. I am 
under the melancholy necessity <^ supporting that 
character by study, which I gained iFf lerfty, hav- 
ing learned too late that gaiety must be recom- 
mended by higher qualities, and that mirth can 
never please long but as the efflorescence of a 
miind loved for its luxuriance, but esteemed for its 
usefulness 

I am, &c. 

FAPILICS. 
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No. 142. SATURDAY, JULY ST, nn. 

iilm tTitiif limn tn>M^i9 ' M, fiit' «AAm 

n«XuT'* ikt.' Awdnvht iin ilift/fw niu 
EicJ yif SvSft,' JT'Tvul* nXwfMF, wii ifmu 
*AtCgi Qrf^dyai.—'^-HOxkR. 

A ^ant ■hepherd here hii flock mtintal^ 

Fit from the Test, and tolitory reign*. 

In shelter thick of horrid alude reclin'd ; 

And gloomj miscliieft laboor in the mind. 

A &nn enonnon* 1 &r tmlike Ae rue ^ 

Of hnnwn Itirth, in (tature or jn &ce.— ^rors. 

To Hu RAMBLEB. 
siu. 
Hating be«i acpustomed to retire annually from 
tlie towD, I lately accepted tbe invitatioa of £ii- 
genio, who. has an estate atid seat in a distant 
county. As we were unwilling to travel with- 
out improvement, we turned often from the di- 
rect road to please ourselves with the view of na- 
ture or of art; we examined every fiild moun- 
tain and medicinal spring, criticised every edifice, 
conteobplated every ruin, and compared every 
scene of acdoh with tbe narratives of historians 
By this succession of amusemrats we enjoyed the 
exercise of a journey without snfifering the ft^ 
tigue, and had nothing to regret but that, by a 
progress so leisurely and genUe, we missed tbe 
adventures of a post-chaise, and the pleasure of 
akrining villages with the tumult of our passage^ 
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8 THE XAHBLEB. Mo. 143. 

and of disguising our insignificancy by the dignity 
of hurry. 

The first week aftra our arrival at Eugenie's 
house was passed in. receiving visits from his neigh- 
bours, who crowded about him with all the eager- 
ness of benevolence ; some impatient to learn the 
news of the court and town, that they might be 
qualified by authentic information to dictate to 
the rural politiciuis on the next bowling day ; 
others desirous of his interest to accommodate dis- 
putes, or of bis advice in the settlement of their 
fortunes and the marriage of their children. . 

The dvilities which. he had received, were aoim 
to be returned ; and I passed some time with great 
satisfaction in roving through the country, and 
viewing the seats, gardens, and plantations, which 
are scattered over it. My pleasure would indeed 
have been greater had I been sometimes allowed 
to wander in a park or wilderness, alone; but to 
appear as a friend of £ugenio was an honour not 
to be enjoyed without some inconveniences : so 
much was every one soUdtous for my regard, that 
I could seldom escape to solitude, or steal a mo- 
ment from the emulation of complaisance, and the 
valance of ofBciousness. 

In these rambles of good neighbourliood, we 
frequently passed by . a house of unusual magnifi- 
cence. While I had my curiosity yet distracted 
among many novelties, it did not much attract my 
observation ; but in a short time I could not for- 
bear surveying it with particular noUce ; for the 
length of the wall which inclosed the gardens, the 
dispoHtion of the shades that waved over it, and 

r.:.i,2.c I!, Google 



No, 143. THE BAUBLES. 9 

the canftU of whidi I could obtun some glimpses 
through the trees from our own windows, gave me 
leason to expect more ginndeur and beauty than 
I had yet seen in that province. I therefore in-, 
quired, as we rode hy it, why we never, . amongst 
our excursions, spent an hour where Uiere was 
such an appeanmce of splendour and affluence ? 
£ugenio told me that the seat which I so much 
admired, was commonly called in the country the 
haunted house, and that no visits were pud there 
by, any of the gentlemen whom I had yet seen. 
As the haunts of incorporeal beings are generally 
ruinous, selected, and desolate, I easily conceived 
that there was Eomething to be explained, and told 
him that I supposed it only &iry ground, on which 
we might venture by day-light without danger. 
The danger, says he, is indeed only that of ap- 
peuing to solidt the acquaintance of a man, with 
whom it is not possible to converse without in- 
fiimy, and who has driven ftova him, by his inso- 
lence or malignity^ every human being who can 
live without him. 

Our conversation was then accidentally inter- 
rupted : but my inquisitive humour being now in 
motion, could not rest without a full account of 
this newly discovered prodigy. I was soon in- 
formed that the fine house and spacious gardens 
were haunted hy Squire filuster. of whom it was 
very easy to learn the character, since nobody had 
regard for him sufficient to hinder them from tell- 
ing whatever they could discover. 

Squire Bluster is descended of an ancient fa- 
mily. The estate which his ancestors had imme- 
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10 THE RAHBLEB. th. 14l 

morially possessed was much angmented by Cap. 
tain Bluster, who served under Drake in the reign 
o£ Elizabeth ; and the Blusters, who were before 
only petty gentlemen, bare from that time fre- 
quently represented the shire in pflrUament, been 
dioseo to present addresses, and ^vm laws at 
faunting-matches and races. They were eminently 
hospitable and popular, till the father of this gen- 
tleman died of an election. His lady went to the 
grave soon after him, and left him heir, then only 
t«i years old, to the care of his grandmother, who 
would not suffer him to be controlled, because she 
could not bear to hear bira cry ; and never smt 
him to school, because she was not able to live 
without his company. She taught him however 
very early to inspect the steward's accounts, to 
dog the butler from the cellar, and to catch the 
servanta at a junket ; so that he was at the age of 
eighteen a complete master of all t^e lower arts of 
domestic policy, had often on the road, detected 
comlnnations between the coachman and the ost- 
ler, and procured the discharge of nineteen maids 
for illidt correspendence with cottagers and char- 
women. 

By the opportunities of parsimony which mino- 
rity affords, and which the probity of his guardians 
had diligently improved, a very large sum of money 
was accumulated, and he found himself^ when he 
took his affiiirs into his own hands, the richest man^ 
in the county. It has been long the custom of this 
family to celebrate the heir's completimi of his 
twenty-rfirst year, by an entertainment, at which 
the house is thrown open to all that are inclined 

Diflitizec by Google 



No. 14%. THE SAMBLEl. 11 

to entef H, and the whole province floda t(^dter 
as to a general ftstivity. On this occauon young 
BUlsto* exhibited the first tokens of his Ibture emi- 
nence, by shaking bis purse at an old gentleman 
who bad been the intimate friend of his 6itheri 
and offering to wager a greater sum than he could 
afford to venture : a practice with whidi he has^ 
at one time or other, insulted every frediddet 
within ten ndlte round biio. 

His next acts of ofience were committed in a 
oontentious and spiteful vindication of the privi- 
leges of bis manors, and a rigorous and relentless 
prosecati<m of every man that presumed to violate 
hU game. As he happens to have no estate ad- 
joining equal to bis own, his oppressions are often 
borne without resistance, for fear of a long suit. 
of wbiefa he driights to count the expences with- 
out the 'least st^citude about the event; for be 
knows, tint where notlnng but an honorary right 
is contested^ the pomtr antagonist must always 
suffer, whatever shall be the last decision of the 
kw. 

By \he success: of some of these disputes, he has 
so dated his insolence, and, by reflection upon the 
general batred wbicb they bave brcftigbt upon him, 
so irritated bis virulence, that his whole life is-spent 
in meditating or executing miscbiefT It is his com- 
mon ptactiee to procure his hedges to be broken in 
the night, and then to demand satisfaction for da- 
mages which his grounds have suffered from bis 
ndgbbour's cattle. An old widow was yesterday 
solidting Eugenio to enable her to replevin hex 
only oow tiien in the pound by Squire Bluster's 
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order, who had sent one of his agents to take ad- 
vantage of her calamity, and persuade her to sell 
the cow at an under rate. He has driven a day- 
labourer from bis cottage, for gathering bladi- 
berries in a hedge for his children, and has now 
an old woman in the county-gaol for a trespass 
which she committed, by coming into his ground 
to pick up acorns fbr her hog. 

Money, in whatever hands, will confer power. 
Distress will fly to immediate refuge, without mudi 
consideration of remote consequences. Bluster 
has -therefore a despotic authority in many fii- 
milies, whom he has assisted, on pressing occa- 
sions, with laiger sums than they can easily re- 
pay. The only visits that he makes are to these 
houses of misfortune, where he enters with the 
insolence of absolute command, enjoys the ter- 
rors of the family, exacts their obedience,' Hots at 
their cfaai^ and in the height of his jc^ insults 
the father with menaces, and the daughters with 
obscenity. 

He is of late somewhat less offensive ; for one 
of his debtors, after gentle expostulations, by which 
he was only irritated to grosser outrage, seized him 
by the sleeve, led him teembling into the court- 
yard, and closed the door upon him in a stormy 
night. He took his usual revenge next morning 
by a writ ; but the debt was discharged by the 
assistance of Eugenio. 

It is his rule to suffer his tenants to owe him 
rent, because by this indulgence he secures to 
himself the power of seizure whenever he has an 
inclination to amuse himself with ' calamity, and 
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ibast hiB ears with entreaties and Iam«itations. 
Yet as he is sometiines capridously liberal to those 
whom he happens to adopt as &Tourites, and lets 
his lands at a cheap rate, his &nn8 ' are never long 
unoccupied ; and when one is ruined by oppres. 
don. the possibility of better fortune quickly lures 
another to sup^y his place. 

Such is the 1^ of Squire Bluster ; a man in whose 
power fortune has liberally placed the means of 
happiness, but who has defeated all her gifts of 
thMr end by the depravity of his mind. He is 
we^tby witiiout fdlowers ; he is magnificent with- 
out witnesses ; he has iHTth without alliance, and 
influence without dignity. His neighbours scorn 
him as a Ivute ; his dependants dread him as an 
oppressor; and he has only the gloomy comfort of 
reflectiDg, that if he is bated, he is likewise feared. 
I am. Sir, &c. 
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^' Movent ccmicuZa rimm 
Ftirtivti rutdaia colaribui. Hoa. 

Leit when the birds their nrious colptin cliiiUf ' 

Stripp'd of his stolen pride, the crow ibrlom 

Should Hbuid the knighter of the public tcoTBi^^TRAvcis. 

AuoNG the innameiable pnicUces by w|iich iut«t!|it 
or envy have taught those who live apaa literary 
feme to disturb each other at ttieir ^ry hwiquefti^ 
oneof the i]io{^iEommon.ifi tJffi^a^eof pUgwriim; - 
When the excellenoe of a new compon^ioD can M 
longer be contested, uid melioe is compelled to g^ve 
way to the unamoiity of applaiiae, iAiox is yiet f^ 
one expedient to be jtriec^ by which the author may 
be degraded, though his work be reverenced ; and 
theexqellence which we cannot obscure, may be 
set at such a distance as not to overpower our faint- 
er lustre. 

This accusation is dangerous, because, even when 
it is false, it may be sometimes urged with proba- 
bility. Bruyere declares, that we are come into 
the world too late to produce any thing new, that 
nature and life are pre-occupied, and that descrip- 
tion and sentiment have been long exhausted. It 
is indeed certain, that whoever attempts any com- 
mon topic, will find unexpect^ ccnncidences of 
his thoughts with those of other wntors; nor can 
the nicest judgment always distinguish accidental 
similitude from artful imitation. There is likewise 
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8 pommon Stock ofimagesi a settled mode of ar- 
rangemoil^ aiul s b«ten track of transition, wfaidi 
all withors suppose tbeals^lves at liberty to use, 
and which produce the resemUance generaSy ob- 
^erv^Ue among contempocaries. So that in books 
which best deserve the name of originals, there is 
Jittle oeyr beyond the disposition of materials al> 
ready provided ; the same ideas and combinations 
of ideas have been long in the possession of other 
hands; and, by restoring to every man his own, 
as the Romans must have returned to their cots 
from the possession of the world, so the most in- 
ventive and fertile genius would tedu(» his foliiM 
to a few pages. Yet the author who imitates his 
predecessors only by furnishing himself with 
. thoughts and elegancies out of the same general 
magazine of literature, can with little more pro- 
priety be reproached as a plagiary, than thie archi- 
tect can be censured as a mean copier of Angelo or 
Wreo, because he digs his mu-Uie from the Same 
quarry, squares his' rtones by die same art, and 
unites tbeii; ^ the oolumns of the same orders. 

Maay sMbjecta M\ under the (Consideration of an 
author, which, being iimited'l^ mttir^, can admit 
onlyic^- slight and actridentdl dlvtfr^ties. All de- 
fiuicions oHhesame thing must he nearly thie samet 
tad desdriptiraiS, which are definitions 6f a'more 
lax aad f^Hraful kind, must always have In some 
d^{ree thait reseaihliince to each other which tbey 
aUhave to their otijeot. Dlfihrent poets describ- 
ing the spring e^ the fea would mention the ze^ 
pbyrs «nd the Qowets, the MUows and the rocks ; 
reflecting on human life, they would, withmit any 
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communication of opinions* lament the deceitful- 
ness of hope, the fugamty of pleasure, the fragility 
of beau^, and the frequency of calamity ; and fat 
palliatives of these incurable miseries, Uiey would 
concur in recommending kindness, temperance, 
eftution, and fortitude. 

When therefore there are found in Vl^l anci 
Horace two similar pass^es : 

Ba tihi emtt arU t 

Pareert tubjedu, et deheUart tuperboi. viEo. 

To tame the pnmd, the fettet'd alave to &ee : 

These are imperial uti, and wmthy thee, i j >kyj)Bw. 



Imperet beOante prior, Jacenlem 
Lenis ia hoiteTti. hob 



I^t Qeiar spread his conqueats &r. 
Less plea^'d to triumph than to Bpeie. 

It is surely not necessary to suppose with a late 
critic, that one is copied from the other, since 
nath^ Virgil nor Horace can be supposed igno- 
rant of the common duties of humanity, and the 
virtue of modraation in success. 

Cicou and Ovid have on very different occa- 
nons remarked bow little of the honour of a vic- 
tory belongs to the general, when his 'soldiers and 
bis fortune have made tb^ deductions ; yet why 
should Ovid be suspected to have owed to Tully 
an observation which perhaps occurs to every man 
tiiet sees or hears of military gloriea ? 

Tully observes of Achilles, that had not Hooler 
written, his valour had been without praise. 
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iViff Itiat iUa eititia*et, idem ttmtUus qui corpu ffia ctmttxtnU, m- 
Mtenfjaf ointuttt. 

Unless the Iliad had been published, his name bad been lott in the 
bMub that Gorered Ida bodp. 

Horace teUs us with more energy that tbere were 
brave men before the wan of Troy, but they were 
lost in oblivion for want of a poet : 

Vixtrefortti antt Agammiuma 

Xtdti i ted omna iUaekrynudiiUt 

,irr;gvn(iir, igiustique lon^ 

Noete, carent guia vote taero. 

Befiire great AgoicnUHn n^;ii'd, 

Beign'd kings u great u be, and bnTe, 
Wbose huge ambition 's now contain'd 

In the small compass of a grave: 
In endless night they deep, unwept, nnknown ; 
No baid had.tbe; to make all time their own.-— vmkcii. 

TuUy inquires, in the same oration, why, but for 
fame, we disturb a short life with so many fatigues ? 

Quuf etl quod in hoc tarn eiiguo vita cmrieulo et Mm brtvi, Uuttii 
MM m taioHttie n 



Why in BO small a circuit of life should we employ oandvef in bd 
many &tjgues ? 

Horace inquires in the same manner, 

Qmj irevifirlesjaculavnir mvo 
Multa ? 

-IVhy do we Mm, with eager strife. 

At Qangfi beyond the mark of life?— fbancu. 

when our life is of so short duration, why we form 
sHoh numerous designs? But Hwaoe. as well as 

VOL. VI. c 



5c by Google 



18 THE BAHBLEK. No. 14S. 

TuUy, might discover that rectwds are needful to 
preserve the memory o( actions, and that no records 
were so durable as poems; either of them might 
find out that life is short, and that we consume it 
in unnecessary lahour. 

There are other flowers of fiction so widely scat- 
tered and so easily cropped, that it is scarcely just 
to tax the use of them as an act by which any par- 
ticular writer is despoiled of his garland ; for they 
nay be sud to have been planted by the ancients 
in the open road of poetry for the accommodation 
of their successors, and to be the right of every 
one that has art to pluck th«n without injuring 
their cc^urs or their fivgrance. The passage of 
Orpheus to hell, with the recovery and second loss 
of Kurydice, have been described after Boetius by 
Pope, in sudi a manner as might justly leave him 
suspected of imitation, were not the images such as 
they might both have derived. fr(»n more andent 
writns. 

Qiw tontet agitani metu 
UUricet tcdermn ilea 
Jam tmattiB lacrj/ntu madet^, 
Xbn /fKHiMm caput 
Veloa pnc^tat rota. 

The pow'n of Tengemce, ^hile the7 lieir, 
Toacb'd with annpaaaion, &op a tear : 
Izioit's rapid wheel U bound, 
Tix'd in attcBdon to the w 



Th7 rtMe, O Sjaiphni. itaiHl itill, 
Izion reata upmi hia wheel, 

And tha pale ipeetrM dance ! 
The flirin link upon Iheir inm bed*. 
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Subdu'd kt length, Hcll'i idtying mmtrch etf&, 

The Mtng rewarding, lat ni yidd the bride, i" >. lxwk. 

He Bang, and hell conseoted 

To hear the poet"* jnja ; 
Stern Frosopiue releated. 

And gtTe him beck the finr. 

Beu, lUxHt fTopt termiitot 
Orpheiu Eurjdicai nam 
yidit, perdbSt, eceiJit. 

Not yet the golden verge otity begun, 

Whoi Oiphene, her nahi^y lord, 

Eiuydice to life reetor'd. 
At <mcm bdwU, and lott, and wu iindone.-»r. lkwu. 

Bat Kon, too aoon, the lorer tunu hie eyei : 
Aflun she &11b, ualu ihe diei, the dies I 

Ko writer can be fully convicted of imitation, 
except th«e is a concurrence of more resemblance 
than can be imttgined to have happened by chance ; 
as where the seme ideas are conjoined witiiout any 
natural series or necesaaty coherence, or where not 
only the thought but the words are copied. Thus 
it can scarcely be doubted, that in the first of the 
following passages Pope rememb^^ Ovid, and 
that in the second he copied Crashaw : 

Seepe pater dixit, ttudium quid inutile teniai f 

MtBtinideM miUat ipie rttiqtat epet'^—' 
.Sponie raa carynen mtmerot tniebat ad aj^t, 
Bt quod coiwbar nriktrt, vtmt trtH, nw ' otip. 
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Qnft, qolc this barren trade, my fittber oy'A ; 
Bt'h Homer left no ricbM when be df'd— 
In TKBe sponlaneona flow*d my nadre stnin, 
Forc'd by no sweat or labonr afibe brain.— —r. iiwii. 

I left no calling &r this idle ttsde ; 

No duty broke, no £uber disobey'd ; 

WMe yet a child, oe yet a fixJ to &ine, 

I lisp'd in nombers, for the nnmbera came . ' totx. 

This plain Boor, 
Beliere me, reader, can lay mtne 
^lan many a braver marble can. 
Here lies a truly honest man. ckaskaw. 

This modeat stone, what &w vdn marbles can. 
May tmly say. Here lies an honest num.— fofe. 

Conceits, or thoughts not immediately impressed 
by senile objects, or necessarily arising from the 
coalition or comparison of common sentiments, 
may be with great justice suspected whenever they 
are foiftid a second time. Thus Waller probably 
owed to Grotius an elegant compliment : 

Here lies the learned SbtQ'b heir. 

So eatly wise, and lasdng &ir. 

That none, except her years they told, 

Ttura^ her a <Md, or thon^t her okL—— walleb. 

Unica lux tcecli^ geaitorU gloria, nemo 
Qufni pueram, nraio credidit ate jrann. oaoT. 

'the age's mltacle, his btber's joy f 

Nor old you wou'd pronounce him, nor a boy. r, lewis. 

And Prior was indebted for a pretty illustration 
to Allesrne's poetical history of Henry the Seventh. 
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Frar non^t but lig^t itielf can ihewi 

And only Unga can write, what kingB can do. " i- a llitwi. 

YoDT mnaic's pow'r, yoni niiisc miut diadoae. 

For what li^t it, 'tia mlj light that ihewi.— ^raioa. 

And with yet more certainty may the same 
writer be censured, for endeavouriDg the dandea- 
tine appropriation of a thought which he borrowed, 
surely without thinking himself diagraoed, from an 
epigram of Plato: 

Ti| IIiu^Ai vi ■i(«ZT{*r, uni rtit fat irSrlia 
OvK ifiA* A y «• «V((^, • iitKftm. 

VenuB, take mj motive ^aaa, 
Sjjice I am not what I was ; 
Wlutt ftom this day I shall be, 
VeouB, let me never see. 

As not every instance of similitude can be oon- 
ndered as a proof of imitation, so not every imita- 
tion ought to be stigmatized as plagiarism. The 
adoption of a noUe sentiment; or the insotion of 
a borrowed ornament, may sometimes display so 
much judgment as will almost compensate for in- 
vention : and an inferior genius may, without any 
impntaticm of servility,^ pursue the paUi of Uie 
ancient^ provided he dedines to tread in thar 
Iboteteps. 
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Frvgitii, et calamot : qua tu, perveru Menalea, 

Bt eiHK vidiiH pnwo Honala, JeUUu i 

Et ti ao« aiiqaa noautKt, morhau euM.— Vimc> 

The bow of Daphnii and tbe dufh jon broke ; 
When the foir bo; Mceiv'd the gift of rig^t ; 
And but for loiBcbie^ you hid dy'd &a ^te.->— i 



It is impossible to mingle in conversation witb- 
ont observing the difficulty wiUi which a new 
name makes its way into Uie world. Tbe first ap- 
pearance of exoeUoKse unites mnltitades against it ; 
unexpected opposition rises up on every ude ; tbe 
oelebrated and the obscure join in the confederacy ; 
subtlety furnishes arms to imprudence, and inven- 
tion leads on credulity. 

The strength and unanimity of this alliance is 
not easily oononved. It might be expected that 
DO man should suffer his heart to be inflamed with 
malice, but by injuries; that none should busy 
himself in contesting the pretensions of another, 
but when some right of his own was involved in 
the question ; that at least hostilities, commenced 
without cause, should quickly cease ; that the vmies 
of malignity should soon disperse, when no com- 
mon interest could be found to hold them toge- 
ther ; and that the attack upm a rising character 
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should be left to thote who had something to hope 
or fear from the event. 

The faazards of those that aspire to emineno^ 
would be much diminished if they had none but 
acknowledged rivals to encounter. Their enemies 
would then be few, and, what is yet of greater im- 
portance, would be known. But what caution is 
sufficient to ward off the blows of invincible assaiU 
•nta, or what (one 6&n stand against uninterrupted 
attacks, and a continual succession of enemies? 
Vet such is the state of the world* that no sooner 
can. any man emerge from the crowd, and fix the 
eyes of the public upon him, than he stands as s 
mark to the arrows of lurking calumny, and receiTes 
in the tumult of hostility, from distant and from 
nameless hands, wounds not always easy to be cured* 

It is probable that the onset against the candi- 
dates for renown, .is originally incited by those 
who imagine themselves in danger of su&ring by 
their success; but, when war is once declared, 
volunteers flock to the standard, multitudes foUow 
the camp only for want of employment, and flying 
squadrons are dispersed to every part, so pleased 
with ^ opportiinity of misdiief, that tb^ toil 
without prospect of praise, and pillage without h<^ 
- of profit. 

When any man has endeavoured to deserve 
distincti<»i, he will be surprised to hear himself 
censured where he could not expect to have been 
named ; he will find the utmost acrimony of ma- 
lioe among those whom he never oould have of- 
fended. 

As there are to be found in the service of envy 
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men of erei; diversity of temper and degree of 
understanding, calumny is difiiised by all arts and 
methods of propagation. Nothing is too gross or 
too refined, too cruel or too trifling, to be prac- 
tised ; very little regard is had to the rules of ho- 
nourable hostility, but every weapon is accounted 
lawful, and those that cannot make a thrust at life 
are content to keep themselves in play with petty 
-malevolence, to tease with feeble blows and impo- 
tent disturbance. 

But as the industry of observation has divided the 
most miscellaneous and confused assemblages into 
proper classes, and ranged the insects of tbe sum- 
mer, that torment us with their drones <x stings, by 
tbeir several tribes ; the persecutors of merit, not- 
withstanding thrir numbers, may be likewise'com- 
modionsly distinguished into Rcmrers; Whi^wrers, 
and Moderators. 

The Roarer is an enemy rather terrible than dan- 
gerous. He has no other qualification &x a cham- 
pion of ctmtroversy than a hardened front and 
strong' voice. Having seldom so much desire to 
confute as to silence, he depends rather upon voci- 
feration than argument, and has very little care to 
' adjust one part of his accusaticHi to another, to 
preserve decency in his language, or probability in 
his narratives. He has always a store of reproach- 
fiil epithets and contemptuous appellations,, ready 
to be produced as occasion n^y require, which by 
constant use he pours out with resistless volubility. 
If the wealth of a trader is mentioned, he without 
hesitation devotes him to banlpruptcy ; if .the 
beauty and elegance of a lady be commended, be 
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WGoders iiow the town csn fall in love with rustic 
deformity : if a new performance of genius hap- 
pens to be celebrated, he pronounces the writer a 
hopeless idiot, without knowledge of books at life, 
and without the understanding by which it must 
be acquired. His exaggerations are generally 
without efiect upon those whom he compels to he^ 
them ; and though it will sometimes happen that 
the timorous are awed by his violence, and the cre- 
dulous mistake his confidence for knowledge, yet 
Ae opinions which he endeavours to suppress soon ' 
recover thdr former strength, as the trees that 
bend to the tempest erect themselves again wboi 
its force is past. 

The Whisperer is more dangerous. He easily 
guns attention by a soft address, and exdtes curio- 
sity by an air of importknce. As secrets are not 
to be made cheap by promiscuous publication, he 
calls a select audience about him, and gratifies 
their vanity with anappearance of trust by com- 
municating his intelligence in a low TCHce. Of the 
trader he can tell that, though he seems to manage 
an extensive commeree, and talks in High terms 
of the funds, yet his wealth is not equal to fais re^ 
putation ; he has lately suffered much by an expen- 
sive project, and had a greater share than is aduiow- 
kdged in tfa& rich ship that perished by the storm- 
Of the beauty he has little to say, but that they 
who see her in a morning do not discover all those 
graces which are admired in the Park. Of Uie 
writw he affirms with great certainty, that though 
IAk excellence of the work be incontestable, he can 
alum but a small part of the r^utatjon : that he 
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owed most of the images and sentiments tar a secret 
ftiend ; and that the accuracy and equality of the 
rtyle was produced by the successive correcUon of 
the chief critics of the age. 

As every one is pleased with imagining that be 
knows something not yet commonly divulged, 
secret btstoiy easily guns caredit ; but it is for the 
most part bdieved only while it circulates in whi»< 
pers ; and when onoe it is opoily told, is openly 
confuted. 
The most pemidous eheihy is the man of Mo- 

, deration. Without interest in the question, at 
any motive but fatmest curiosity, this impartial and 
zealous inquirer after truth is ready to hear dther 
ade, and always disposed to kind interpretations 
uid favourable opinions. He bath heard the 
trader's afibirs reported with great variation, and, 
after a diligent compuison of the evidence, con- 
dudes it' probable that the splendid superstructure 
of business being originally built upon a narrow 
bads, has lately been found to totter ; but between 
dilatory paymoit and bankruptcy there is a great 
distance; many maxihants have supported them. 

, wives by expedients for a time, without my final 
itgury to th«r creditors ; and what is lost ^y one 
adventure may be recovered by another. He be. 
lieyes that a young lady pleased with admiration, 
and desirous to make perfect what is already exfeeU 
lent, may heighten her charms by artificial im- 
provements, but surdy moat of her beauties must 
be genuine, and who can say that ^e is wholly 
what he endeavours to appear? The author be 

knows to be a man of diligence whp perhaps does 
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not sparkle with the fire of Homer, but has the 
judgment to discover his own defidencies, and to 
Silpply them by the help of others; and, in bis 
opinion, modesty is a quality so amiable and rar^ 
that it ought to find a patron wherever it appears* 
and may justly be preferred by the public sufirage 
to petulant wit and ostentatious literature. 

He who thus discovers foilings with unwilling- 
ness, and extenuates the &ults which cannot be 
denied, puts an end at onoe to doubt or vindication ; 
his hearers repose upon bis candour and veracity, 
and admit the chaige without allowing the excuse. 

Such are the arts by which the envious, the idle, 
the peevish* and the thoughtless, obstruct that worth 
wbidi they oannot equal, and, by artifices thus 
ea^, sordid, and detestable, is industry defeated, 
beauty blasted, and genius depressed. 
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JVbn, ji priortt M<t<mmt Unci 
Sedet Homertu, Pindaricgc latent, 
Ceaque If Akiei wnace* 

Stemchorique gravet CmnsiuE.— — iiok> 

What though tbe mine bet Homer thrones 

High above all the iminortal quiie ; 
Nor Pindfti'i iq>tnrei she disowns. 

Nor hides the plaintive CEean lyre : 
AlceuB Btrikee the tyrant soul with dread. 
Not yet i« grave SteaichoniB oju-ead.- 



It is allowed that Tocations und empIoTinents of 
least dignity are of the most apparent use ; that 
the meanest artisan or manu&cturer- contributes 
more to the accommodation of life, than the pro- 
found scholar and argumentative theorist ; and that 
the public would suffer less present inconvenience 
from the banishment of philosophers than from the 
extinction of any common trade. 

Some have been so fordbly struck with this ob- 
servation, that they have, in the first warmth of 
their discovery, thought it reasonable to alter the 
common distribution of dignity, and ventured to 
condemn mankind of universal ingratitude. For 
justice exacts, that those by whom we are most be- 
nefited should be most honoured. And what labour 
can be more useful than that which procures to 
families and communities those necessaries which 
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supply the wants of nature, or those conveniences bjr 
whkh ease, security, and el^^ance, are conferred? 

This is one of the innumerable theories which the 
first attempt to reduce them into practice certainly 
destroys. If we estimate dignity by immediate use- 
fulness, agriculture is undoubtedly the first and 
noblest science ; yet we see the plough drirai, the 
dod tffoken, the manure spread, the seeds scattered, 
and the harvest reaped, by men whom those that 
feed upon their industry will never be persuaded to 
admit into the same rank with heroes, or with sages ; 
and who, after all the confessions which truth may 
extort in &Tour of their occupation, must be ctm- 
tent to fill up the lowest class of the commonwealth, 
to form the base of the pyramid of subordination, 
and lie buried in obscurity themselves, while they 
support all that is splendid, conspicuous, or exalted. 

It will be found upon a closer inspection, that 
,this part of the conduct of mankind is by no means 
contrary to reason or equity. Remuneratory ho- 
nours are proportioned at once to the usefulness and 
di£EicuIty of performances, and are properly adjusted 
by comparison of the mental and corporeal atuli- 
ties, which they appear to employ. That work, 
however necessary, which is carried on only by mus- 
cular strength and manual dexterity, is not of equal 
esteem, in the consideration of rational beings, with 
the tasks that exercise the intellectual powers, and 
require the active vigour of imagination, or the gra- 
dual and laborious investigations of reason. 

The merit of all manual occupations seems to 
terminate in the inventor ; and. surely the first ages 
cannot be charged with ingratitude ; since those who 
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dvilized barbarians, and taogfat than bow to secare 
themselves from cold and hunger, were numbered 
amongst their deities. But these arts once disco. 
Tered by philosophy, and fedlitated by experience 
are afterwards practised with very little assistance 
from the faculties of the soul ; nor is any thing 
necessary to the regular discbarge of these infericv 
duties, beyond that rude observation which the most 
sluggish intellect may pracUse, and that industry 
which the stimulations of necessity naturally enforce. 

Yet though the refusal of statues and panegyric 
to those who employ only their' hands and feet in tbe 
service of mankind may be easily justified, I am far 
from intending to incite the petulance of pride, to 
justify the superciliousness of grandeur, or to inter- 
cept any part of that tenderness and benevolence 
which, by Ibe privilege of their common nature, 
aae may cl«m (torn another. 

That it would be neither wisenor equitable todi^ 
courage the husbandman, the labourer, the miner, or 
the smith, is gen«ally granted ; but there is another 
race of beings equally obscure and equally indigent, 
who, because their usefulness is less obvious to vul- 
gar apprehensions, live unrewarded ami die unpitied, 
and who have been liHig exposed to insult withouta 
defender, and to censure without an apologist. 

The authors of London were formerly computed by 
Swift at several thousands, and tb^e is not any rea- 
9on for suspecting that their number has decreased. 
Of thesfe only a very few cui be said to produce, or 
endeavour to produce, new ideas, to extend any 
prindple (^science, or gratify the imagination with 
any onoommon train of images ov eoutexture of 
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events ; the rest^ bowero- laborious, bowertt unh 
gant, can (miy be oonudered as tbe drudges of Att 
pen, die manufiM!tiir»8 of literature, who have att 
up for authors* either with or without a regular ii^ 
tution, and, like other artificers, have no othn can 
than to ddiva their tale of wares at the stated timfc 

It has been formerly imagined, ^at he who in- 
tmds the entertainment or instruction of oth«!^ 
must feel in himself some peculiar impulse fif g»> 
nius ; that he must watch the happy miimte in 
which bis natural fire is excited, in which tus mind 
ia elevated with ooUer sentiment^ enlightened 
with dearer views, and invigorated with stronger 
comprehension ; that he must carefully sdect hit 
thoughts and polish his expresntms ; and animate 
his efforts with tbe hope of ruung a monum«it ci 
learning, which neither time nax eayj riiaU be 
able to destroy. 

But the authors whom I am now endeavouring to 
zeccKnmead have been too long hackneyed tn the 
voayt of men to indulge the chimerical ambition of 
immortality ; they have sddom any claim to the 
bade of writing, but that they have tried some other 
without success; they p«-ccive no particular sum- 
mons to composition, except the sound of the 
dock ; they have no otha rule than Ibe law or the 
fiuhion 6x admitting their thoughts or rejecting 
tiiem ; and about the o[Hnion t>f posterity they have 
little solicitude, for their [noductions are seldom in- 
tended to remain in the worid longn' than a week. 

That sudi autlHnv are not to he rewarded with 
prmse is evident, unce notiiing can be admired when 
it ceases to eust ; but surely, though they cannot 
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upketo honour, thejr may be exempted from igno- 
Toinj, and edited in that order of taen Whicb de- 
serves our kindness, though nbt our reverence. 
These f«pm <^ the day, the Epheoiers of learning, 
have uses more adequate to the purposes of com- 
mon life than more pompous and durable volumes. 
If it is necessary for eveiy man to be more acquaint- 
ed with his contemporaries than with past g«iera- , 
tions, and to rather know the events which may 
immediately afiect his fortune or quiet, than the 
revolutions of ancient kingdoms, in which he lias 
neither possessions nor expectetions ; ifit be pleas- 
ing to hear of the preferment and dismission of 
statesmen, the birth of heirs, and the marriage of 
beauties, the humble author of journals and ga- 
zettes must be considered as a liberal dispenser of 
bene&cial knowledge. 

Even the abridger, compiler, and translator, 
though their labours cannot be ranked with those of 
the diurnal historiographer, yet must not be rashly 
doomed to annihilation. Every size of ' readras re- 
quires a genius of correspondent capacity; some 
delight in abstracts and epitomes, because they 
want room in their memory for long -lieteils, and 
content themselves with ^ects, without inquiry 
after causes: some minds are overpowered 1^ 
splendour of sentiment, as some ^^er are ofi^ded 
l^ a glaring li^t ; sudi wiU gladly contemplate an 
author in im humble imitation, as we look witfi- 
out pain upon the sun in the water. 

As every writer has his use, every writer ought to 
have bis patrons; and ance no man, however high 
he may now stand, can be certain that be shall not 
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be soon throrni down from his elevation l^ criticum 
or caprice, the common interest of learning requires 
Hiat her sons should cease from intestine hostilities^ 
and, instead of sacrificing each other to malice and 
omtempt, endeavour to avert p^veoutioiD fixna the 
t of thar fratwnity. 



Na 146. SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 1761- 

Siai ilHe duo, trettt, jui mohant 

Noitramm iineat inepliamm ; 

Sed am sfondo, fabakeiiue lataa 

Dt tcorpojitermt inc>tafo>— MAkT. 

'Til poirible that one or two 

ThoK fbokriM ^ mine niaj view ; 

fint then the bettingi must be o'er. 

Nor Cnb or CMden tolk'd of more. r. Liwih 

None of the projects or designs which exeidse 
the mind of man are equally subject to obstruct 
tions and disappointments with thfe pursuit of 
iame. Riches cannot easily be doiied to them 
who have something of greater value to offer in ex- 
diange ; he whose fortune is endan^^red by Utiga- 
tim, will not refuse to augment the wealth of the 
lawyer ; he whose days are darkened by languor, 
or whose nerves are excruciated by pain, is com- 
pdled to pay tribute to the science of healing. But 
praise may be always omitted withoutinconvenience. 
When once, a man has made celebrity ne^ssary to 
his happiness, he has put it in the power of the 
weakest and most timorous malignity, if not te take 

VOL. VI. D 
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vvnf his Mtis&etioD, m tout to witlihold it His 
enemies m^ indulge tbar pride by aiiy negU- 
^eaee, ax\d gratify their milice by quiet neutndity. 
Tbey that oould never have injured a diaraeter by 
inveetives, may comlmie to annihilate it by silmee ; 
88 the women of Rome threatened to put an end to 
conquest and dominion, l^ supplying no children 
to the commonwealth. 

When a writer has with long toil produced a work 
intoided to burst upon mankind with unexpected 
lustre. 4nd withdraw the attention of the learned 
wwld from every otha* controversy or inquiry, he 
is seldom contented to watt long without the en- 
jc^ment of his new praises. With an ima^nation 
full of his own imptvtaDoe, be walks out like a 
monarch in disguise to katn the various opinions 
<3i his readers., Ih«pned to feast upon admira- 
ti(Hi; composed to encounter censures without 
emotion ; and determined not to suffer his quiet to 
be injured l^ a aensibifily too exqiusite of praise or 
Uame, but to laugh wi^ equal contempt at vain 
<^eoti(niB and injudicious eomnwndataons, he li- 
ters the places of mingted conversatioii, ats down 
to his tea in an obscure ooroer, and while he ap> 
pears to e^unine a file of antiquated joimials^ . 
catdies the conversation of the whole eooid. He 
listen^ but hean no mention ^ his book, and there> 
iece supposes that he baa disappointed his curiosity 
1>y delay ; and that as men of learning would natu* 
zalfy begin their conversation with such a wcmderful 
novelty, they bad d^ressed to other sul^ects before 
Ids arrival. The company diqierses, and thdr . 
I^aees are iu[^dicd fay others equally ignorant, ov 
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eqnaily careUm. The taaoe expectation hurries him 
t» angtitet' place, from which the some disappoint* 
m^Dt drives him soon away. His impatience then 
- grows' violent and tumultuous ; he ranges over the 
town' with restless curiosity, and hears in <»ie quarter 
of a cridcet^^natcb, in another of a pick-pocket ; is 
tidd by scKUe of an unexpected bankruptcy; by 
others of a turtle-feast ; is sometimes provoked l^. 
importnnate inquiries after the tvhite bear, and 
sometimes with praises of the dancing dog ; he is 
afterwards entreated to give his judgment upon a 
wager about the bdght of the Monument ; invited to 
see a fijoUrace in the adjacent viUages ; desired to 
read a ludicrous advertisement ; or consulted about 
-the most effectual method (^making inquiry after a 
fiivourite«at. The whole world is buried in a&ir^ 
whi6h be thinks below the notice of reasonable crea* 
tmresf and which are nevertbeless sufficient to with-i 
draw all regard from his labours and bii merits. 

He resolves at last to violate his own modesty, and 
to recal t)ie talkers from their fcA\y by an inquiry 
after bimself. He finds every one provided with an 
answer : tme has seen the work advertised, but ne- 
ver met with any that had read it; another has 
been so often imposed upon by spedous tities, tiiat 
he never buys a book till its character is established ; 
a third wcmders what uiy man can hope to produce 
after so many Writers of greater eminence ; the 
next has inquired after the author, but can hear no 
aooooAt of him, and therefore suspects the name 
to be fletitious; and another knows bim to be a 
mm condemned by indigence to write too fi^ 
quently what he doe$ not understands 
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Many are the consolations with which the un- 
happy autbor endeavours to allay his Vexation, and' 
forUfy his patience. He has written with too little 
indulgence to the understanding of common read- 
ers ; he has fallen upon an age in which solid know- 
ledge, and delicate refinement, have given way to a 
low merriment, and idle buffoonery, and theref<«e 
no writer can hope for distinction, who has any 
higher purpose than to ruse laughter. He 6Dd8 
that his enemies such as superiority will always 
rais^ have been industrious, while his perfwmanoe 
was in the press, to vilify and blast it; and that the 
bookseller, whom he had resolved to enrich, has 
rivals that obstruct the circulation of his copies. 
He at last reposes upon the consideration, that the 
noblest works of learning and genius have always 
made their way slowly against ignorance and pre^ 
judice ; and that reputation, whiclL is never to be 
lost^ must be gradually obtained, as animals of 
longest life are observed not soon to attain thdr 
fiill stature and s^xngth. 

By such arts of voluntary delusion does every 
man endeavour to conceal his owi^ unimportance 
fivm lrimsel£ It is long before we are convinced 
of the small proportion which every individual bears 
to the collective body of mankind ; or learn bow 
few can be interested in the fortune of any uDj^le 
man ; how little vacancy is left in the world fbr any 
new object of attention ; to how small extent the 
brightest blaze of merit can be spread amidst the 
mists of business and of fdly ; and how soon it is 
clouded by the interv^ticHi of other novelties. 
Not only the writer of books, but the commander 

Eiflitizec by Google 



Ko. 146. THE BAMfiLEB. 87 

of annies, and the deliTerer of nations, will eatUy^ 
outUve all noisy and popular reputation ; he mi^ 
be celelnated for a time by the public voic^ but 
his actimis and his name will soon be otuisidered aa 
remote and unaffecting, and be rardy mentioned 
but by those whose alliance gires them some vanity 
to gratify 1^ frequent commemoration. 

It seems not to be suffidently oonsidoed how 
little renown can be admitted in the.wwld. Man- 
Idnd are kept perpetually busy by their feats or 
desires, and have not more losure from their own 
a^rs, than to acquaint themselves with the acci- 
dents of the current dtiy. Engaged in contriving 
some refuge from calamity, or in shcutening the way 
to some new possession, they seldom sufier their 
thoughts to wander to the past or future ; none but 
a few solitary students have leisure to inquire into 
the claims of ancient heroes or sages; and names 
which hoped to range over kingdoms and oonti- 
nmts, shrink at last into ck)isters or coU^;es. 

Nor is it certain, that even of these dark and 
narrow habitationB, these last retreats of &me,- the 
possession will be long kept Of men devoted to 
literature, veiy few extend thdr views beyond some 
particular science, and the greater part seldom in- 
quire, even in their own profession, for any authors 
but t^ose whom the present mode of study happens 
to force upon their notice ; they desine not to fill 
their minds with unfashionable knowledge, but 
contentedly rengn to oblivion those books which 
th^ now find censured <» neglected. 

The hc^ of fame is necessarily connected with 
sudi considerations as must abate the ardour of 
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OMBBdeoee, and lepreis the vigpur of piuniit 
Whoever dums renown from any kind of exo^ 
lenc^ expects to fill the p}ace which it now pom 
sessed by another : for there are aUi^y nam^ of 
every daae suffidoit to employ all that will deaire 
to remember them ; and aurely he that ia pushing 
his predecessors into the gulf of efascurity* cannot 
but sometimes suspect, that he must Mmaelf idnk 
in tike manner, and as he stands Ufoa the same 
predpice, be swept away with the same violence. 

It smnetimes happens, that &me b^ins wb« 
life is at an end: but &r the greater numbra c^ 
candidates for ap^dause have owed their receptioB 
in the world to some &vpurable casualties, and have 
therefore immediately, simk into n^lecf; when 
death stripped them of their casual influence, and 
neither fortune ncv patronage operated in their 
&VOUT. AmcHig those who have better claims to 
r^^ard, the hmiour pud to their memory is oom- 
monly proportionate to t^e reputation which they 
enjoyed in their lives, though still growing ftinter* 
as it is at a greater distance fnxtx the first emission ; 
and since it is so difficult to obtain the notice of 
contempcvaries, how little it ia to be hoped fhmt 
future times? What can merit effect by its owq 
Savee, when the help aS at tx fi-iend^p cap 
soarody support it ? 
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No. in. TUESDAT, AUGUST 1», 17*1 



TV nihil iitvila dicetfaeUfae Jfta^rvo.— — Wia. 

— — Yoii ve gf too quick » sight. 

Not to diflcern which wa; jour tilent lie*.— — koicokmom 



7%> Ae BAMBLEK. 

Am little things grow g>«at hy, owtiniuil aocu- 
muUtioD, I hope yoi^ will not think the dig 
nity of your duncter impaired by an acoountof » 
IndicRMu perMOution, whi(^, thou^ it produced 
no aoeoea of bonw w of nun, yet, hj inoeaiant 
in^ortonity of vexatioo. wears away my happina^ 
and consumes those years which natiue seems par- 
ticularly to have assigned to eheei&Incsf^ in silent 
anxie^ and helpless resentment, 

I am the didest son of a gentleman, who having 
inherited a large estate fivMn his ancestors, and fed^ 
ing no desire «tber to incveaae or lessen it, has from 
the time of his marriage generally resided at his own 
seat ; where, by dividing bis time among the dutiea 
of a fltthor, a master, and a magistrate, ^iat study <^ 
Utnuture, and the offices of civility, be finds means 
to lid hlmsdf oS the day> without any of those 
amusement^) which all those with whom my re- 
v^ence in tins place has made me acquainted, 
think neceswry to lighten the burthen of exist. 
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When my age made me capable of inBtructioD, 
my fiither prerailed upon a gentleman, long known 
at O^tSxd for tbe extent of his leaming and purity 
<^ bis manners, to undertake my education. Tbe 
regard witb wbicb t saw him treated, disposed me 
to consider his . instnictionB as important, and I 
the^ore socm formed a habit of attention, by wbidi 
I made very quick advances in difiermt kinds of 
learning, and beard, perhaps too often, very flat- 
tering comparisons of my own pro6dency with 
that of others,, either lesfr-dodle by nature, or less 
happily forwarded by instruction. I was caressed 
by all that exchanged visits with my father; and 
as young men are with little difficulty taught to 
judge favourably of themselves, began to think that 
dose appUcation was no longer necessary, and that 
the time was now ctHne when I.was at liberty to 
read only for amusement, and was to receive tbe 
reward of my fttigues in praise and admiration. 

While I was tfaus -banqueting upoa my omi per- 
fections, and longing in secret to escape from tu- 
torage, my fatb^s brother came from London to 
pass a summer at his native place. A lucrative em- 
ployment which he possessed, and a fondness far 
the oniversation and divisions of tbe gay part of 
mankind, bad so long kept him from rural excur- 
sions, that I had never seen him suice my infimcy. 
Mj^ curiosity was therefcve stroi^ly, eiuated by tbe 
hope of observing a charactw more nearly, which 
I had hitherto reverenced only at a ^timoe. . 

From all private and intimate conversation, I was 
long withheld by the perpetual confluence t^ viu- 
tants with whom the first news tjf my unde's ani- 
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val a-owd«d the house ; but was aippl^ reoom^sed 
by seeing an exact and punctilious practice of the 
arts of a courtier, in all the stratagems of endear- 
men^ the gradations of respect, and vaiiations <tf 
mortesy. I remarked with what justice of distri- 
bution he divided his telk to a wide circle ; with 
what address he offered to every man an occarion 
of indul^Dg some ftvourlte topic, or displaying 
some particular attdnmeht; the judgment with 
which he r^ulated his inquiries tifter tfae absent; 
and the care with which he showed all the oompa- 
mons of his early years how strongly they were in- 
fixed in his memory, by the mention of past inci- 
dents, and the redtal of puerile kindnesses dangers, 
and frolics. I soon discovered that he possessed 
some scaence of graciousness and attraction which 
books had not taught, and of whidi neither I nor 
my fiither had any knowledge; that he had' the 
power of obliging those whom he did not benefit ; 
tiiat he diffhsed, upon his cursory behaviour and 
most trifling actions, a gloss of softness and delicacy 
t^ whieh every one was dazzled ; and that, by some 
occult method of captivation, be animated tbe 
timorous, toftened tbe supercilious, and opened the 
reserved, I could not but repine at the inel^anoe 
of my o«n manners, which left me no' hopes bat , 
not to offend, and at the ineflioa<^ of rustic h&ae- 
volence, which gained no friends but by real service. 
My unde saw the veneration with which I caught 
erety accent d hit vaiee, and watched every mo- 
tion of his band ; and tbe awkward diligence with 
which I endeavoured to imitate his embrace of fixid- 
' nes^ and his bow of respect. He was, like others, 
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Mutyflttttred by an imitator by whom faeoould 
not ftar evcar to be rivalled, and repaid my asndui- 
tie« with oomplimenti and profnsiona. Our fond- 
ne« was bo increased ^ a mutual mdearour to 
please eacb other, that when be returned to X^on- 
don, he declared himself unable to leave « ne^diew 
ao amiable and so acoomplisbed behind bim ; and 
obtained my fttfaer's permission to enjoy my oom- 
ptay for a few montfa^ by a promise to initiate me 
In the arta of p(diteneaa,«nd introduoe me into pab- 
Ue life. 

The courtier had little in<^iaUon to fatigue and 
therefore, by travailing very slowly, afforded me 
tim« for man loose and familiar oopvarsation ; bat 
I soon found, that 1^ a few inquiries wbtoh he was 
not welt prepared to satiafy, I badmode bna weary < 
of his young oompanlon. His element was a mixed 
assembly, where ceremony and healths, oompUmoits 
and common topics, kept the toogue employed 
with veiy little asristance ftom memory or reflection; 
but in the ehario^ where be was oeoessitat^d to sup* 
port a regular tenor of oonversationi without any 
rdief fnun a new comer, or any power of starting 
into gay digressions, or destroying argum«it by a 
jest; he soon discovered that pov^ty of id^as wbich^ 
had been hitfaerto conosaled under the tinsel of .por 
liteneaa. The first day he entcctained me with the 
novdties and wonders with which I should be asto- 
nished at my entrance into London, wid oautipned 
me with apparent admirsUon c^ bis~ own wisdom 
against the arts fay which rustioit^ is frequently de- 
luded. The same detail and the same advice be 
would have repeated on the sewnd day ; but as I ' 
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ewty moment Averted the disooune to the hiatoiy 
t^ the towns by which we pasMd. or Kane, othw 
suli^eot oi learning or of reuon, he aoon lost his 
vindly, pew peevish and silent, wrapped bis oloak 
abmit him, oompoted himself to alumber. and re* 
served his gaiety for fitter auditon. 

At length I entered Lcaidtm; and my uncU was 
reinstated in bis superiority. He awaked at once 
to loquadty as soon as our wheels rattled on the 
pavement and told me the name of every street as 
we oroBsed it, and owna of every house as we 
pasted by. He presented me to my aUnt, a lady ef 
great eminence for Uie number of her aoquaint* 
anees^ and spleodonr o£ her assemblies, and either 
in kindness or revenge consulted with her, in my 
pretence, how I flight be most advantageously 
dressed tcx my first appearance, and most «cpedi^ 
tiously disencumbered from my villatic baabfuU 
ness. My^indignation at familiarity thus contemp- 
tuous flushed in my ftce ; they mistook anger for 
shame, and alternately exerted ^eir eloquence upon 
the benefits of public education, and the happiness 
<^an assurance early acquired. 

Assurance is, indeed, the only qualification to 
which they seem to have annexed merit, and assur- 
ance, therefore, is perpetually recommended to me 
as the supply of every defect, and the ornament 
of every excellence. I never sit silent in company 
when secret history is circulating, but I am re- 
proached for want of assurance. If I &il to return 
the stated answer to a compliment ; if I am dis- 
concerted by unexpected raillery ; if I Uush when 
I am discovered gazing on a beauty, or hentate 
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when Ifiad myself embarrassed in an argument; 
if I am unwilling to talk of what I do not under- 
stBnd> or tim(»ous in undertaking officeaf which I 
cannot graoefuUy perform ; if I sufier a more lively 
tatler to recount the casualties of a game, or a 
nimbler fop to pick up a &a, I am censured be- 
tween pity and contempt, as a wretch doomed to 
grovel in obscurity for want of assurance. 

I have found many young persons harassed in 
the same manner, by those to whom age has ^ven 
nothing but the assurance which they recommend; 
and therefore cannot but think it useful to inform 
them, that cowardice and delicacy are not to be 
confounded ; andthat-be whose stupidity has armed- 
him agamst the shafts of ridicule, will always act 
and speak with greater audadty, than they whose 
senribility represses thdr ardour, and who dare 
nevev let their confidence ou^;n)w thdr atolities. 
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Mt pater metU ontrtt eatenit 
Quod nrw ekmeiu mitero peperci. 
Me vet extrtmi* Stamdanan tit orU 
CtatM trieyrt.— Boa. 

He let my fttber load with i^iuns. 
Or bonith'to Numidu'i ftrthett plauu I 

My crime. Out I, • leyftl iH&, 
In Uad conpHMHNi, m<^d mj htubuid'i li fe . pmAwcw. 

Politicians remark, that no oppression is so 
beavy or lasting as that which is inflicted by the 
perversion anil exorbitance of legal authority. The 
robber may be seized, and the invader repelled, 
whenever th^ are found ; they who pretend no 
right but that of force, may by force be punished 
or su}^ires8ed: But wboi plunder bears the name 
of impost, and murder is perpetrated by a judicial 
soitence. fortitude is intimidated, and wisdom 
confounded : resistance shrinks from an alliance 
with rebellion, and the villain remains secure in 
the robes of the ma^strate. 

Equally dangerous and equally detestable are the 
a>ueldes often exercised in private families, under 
the venerable sanction of parental authority ; the 
power which we are taught to honour from the first 
moments of reason ; which is/ guarded from insult 
and violation by all that can impress awe upon the 
mind of man ; and which therefore may wanton in 
cruelty without controul, and trample the bounds 
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. of ri{^t with innumerable transgresnons, b^ore 
duty and piet}'' will dare to seek redress, or think 
themselves at liberty to recur to any other means of 
deliverance than supplications by wfaidi insolence is 
^ted, and tears l^ which cruelty is gratified. 

It was for a long time ima^ned by the Kdmansy 
that no son could be the murderer of his father ; and 
they bad thra<^re no punishment appropriated to 
parricide. They seem likewise to have believed 
with equal confidence^ that no fiither Qould be 
cruel to his child ; and therefore they allowed every 
man the supreme judicature in his own housci' and 
put the lives of his ofl^ring into his hands. But 
experience informed them by degrees, that they 
determined too hastily in favour of huloan nature ; 
they found that Instinct and habit were not able to 
contend with avarice or malice; that the nearest 
relation might be violated ; and that power, to 
whomsoever intrusted, might be ill employed. 
They Were therefore obliged to supply atid to 
change thdr institutions; to deter the pariidde 
by a new law, and to transfer capital punishments 
firom the parent to the magistrate. 

There are indeed many houses wbichit is impos- 
uble to enter ftmiHarly, without discovering that 
parents are by no means exempt from the intoxi- 
cations of dominion ; and that he who is in no dan- 
ger of hearing remonstrances but frcmi his own 
consdence, wiU seldom be long without the art of 
eontrouling his convictions, and modifying justice 
by his own wiU. 

If io any situation the heart were Inaccessible to 
malignity, it might be , supposed to be suffidently 
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teeured by pamfal nlatioD, To have ToluntsAf 
beoome to any bong the occarion of ita existence* 
produces an obligation to make tbat exUtcncc 
fajqipy. To sec fael[jen infimcy stretcfaing out ber 
bands, and pouring out ber crin in teatimony of 
depmdenoe* witbout any poveri to alarm jealousy, 
or any guilt to aliraate affectioD, must turc^ 
awaken tendemesi in every human mind ; and ten* 
danesft once enated ffiU be hourly inoreaied by 
tbe natural oonta^on of felicity, by the reperous* 
sicsi of communicated pleasure, by the conscious- 
nets of the dignity of benefaction. I believe no 
generous or benerdent man can see the vilest ani- 
mal courting his regard, and shrinking at hia anger, 
plajring his gambds of delight before him, ctdUng 
on him In distress, and flying to him in danger, 
without more kindness than he can persuade him- 
self to feel for the wild and unsocial inhabitants of 
the air and water. We naturally endear to ourselves 
those to whom we impart-any kind of pleasure, be" 
cause we imagine their a£fec^n «nd esteem secured 
to us by tbe benefits which they receive. 

There is, indeed, another method by which tbe .. 
pride of superiority may be likewise gratified. He 
tlMt has extinguished all tbe sensations of buonnity, 
and has no longer any satisfaction in tbe reflection 
that be is loved as the distributor of happiness, may 
please himself with exdting terror as the inflictor 
of pain : he may delight his solitude with contem-^ 
^tiDg the extent of his power and tbe fcn-ce of bis 
commands; in imagining the dedres that fluttw 
on Uie tongue which is forlndden to utter them, cmt 
the disomtent which preys on tbe heart in which 
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ftarooDfinetit: he may unuae falnuelf .vitb^new 
OHitrivanoeB of detection, multipUcatuHU of prphi- 
luti(»i, and varietieH of punisliment; and streUwiUi 
exultation when hcconaideif how little of tbe 
homage that he lecdves he owes to choice. 
. That princes of this character have heen knomt, 
the histoiy of all absolute kingdoms will inform us ; 
and since; as Aristotle observes, > wmi^u fM>acxu»,' 
the gooemmeid o^ a family U naturaUy fnoiwr- 
ckical, it is, like other monarchies, too .ottaQ arbi- 
trarily administered. The regal and piwental tyiwit 
differ only in the extent of their dominions, and the 
number of their slaves. The same passions cause 
the same miseries ; except that seldom any pnooe, 
however despotic, has so far shaken off all awe of 
the puUic eye* as to venture upon those freaks of 
injustice, which are sometimes indulged under the 
secrecy of a private, dwelling. Capricious injunc- 
tions, partial dedsions, unequal aUotments, distri- 
butions of reward, not by. merit, but by &ncy, and 
punishments, r^ulated not by the degree of the 
offence, but by the humour of the judg^ are too 
frequent where no power is known but that of a 
fiither. 

That he delights in the misery of otha^s, no man 
will confess, and yet what other motive can make a 
£ither cruel ? The king may be instigated by ope 
man to the destruction of another; he may sometimes 
think himself endangered by the virtues of a subject; 
he may dread the successful general or the popular 
orator; his avarice may point out golden confisca- 
tions ; and his guilt may whisper that he can only 
be secure by cutting t^all power of revenge. 
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But wfaat am a paMtrt hope from the oppreMioi 
4if those who were bora to bis protectioD, of those 
-wb» GUI disturb him with no competition, who cam 
«nricb hin with no sptMls 7 Why cowards are cniel 
may he easily discovered ; but for what reason, not 
mom iiUhmoos than cowardice, can that man de- 
ligfatn op^^sskm who has nothing to ftar 7 

Tiiie unjustifiable sev«ity of a parent k loaded 
irith this aggravation, that those whom be injures 
lire always in bis sight. The injustice of a prince h 
-often exercised upon those of whom be never had 
any personal or particular knowledge ; and the sen- 
-tente which he pronounces, whether of banishment; 
imprisonment, or death, removes from his view the 
auin whom he condemns. But the domestic c^ 
pressor dooms himself to gaze upon those &ceS 
Wbicfa be cioucts with terror and with sorrow ; and 
b^Htlds every moment the effects ot bis own bar- 
bcHities. He that can bear to give ctmtinual pais 
to those who surround him, and can walk with 
atrtisfactibn in the'glo<Mn of his own presence ; he 
that dan see submissive misery without relenting; 
«td mtiet without emotion the eye that implores 
meroy, or demands justice, will scarcely be amend- 
^ by remonstrance or admoniticai ; he has found 
means of stopping the avenues of tenderness, and 
arming bis heart against the force of reason. 

Even though no consideration should be paid to 
the great law of social beings, by which every indi- 
vidual is commanded to consult the happiness of 
others, yet the harsh parent is less to be vindicated 
than any other criminal, because he less provides 
for the happiness of himself. Every man, however' 
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little he loves others, would willingly be loved ; 
every man hopes to live long, and therefore hopes 
for that time at which he shall sink back to imbe- 
cility, and must depend for ease and dieerfulness 
upon the offidousness of others. But how has he 
obviated the inconveniencies of old age, who alien- 
ates from him the assistance of his children, and 
whose bed must be surrounded in the last hours, 
in the hours of languor and dejection, of impatience 
and of pain, by strangers to whom his Ufe is indif- 
ferent, or by enemies to whom his death is de- 
drable ? 

Piety will, inde^, in good minds overcome pro- 
vocation, and those who have been harassed by 
brutality will forget the injuries which they have 
suffered, so far as to perform the last duties with 
alacrity and z^. But surely no resoitment can 
be equally painful with kindness thus undeserved, 
nor can severer punishment be imprecated upon a 
man not wholly lost in meanness and stupidity, 
than, through the tediousness of decrepitude, to be 
reproached by the kindness of bis own children, to 
receive not the tribute but the alms ci attendance, 
and to owe every relief of his miseries, not to {gra- 
titude but to mercy. 
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Quod mm til Pyladet hoe tempore, non tit Onitti 

Mirarit f Pyladei, Marce, bibebat idtiru 
Kec melior panit, tvrdtime dabatar Oretti: 

Sedpar, aljue cadem cava daobvt enU. " ■■-■ 
TV Cadmtea Tyrot, me pinguit Gallia vettit : 

Ft) le purpureum, Marce, tagatut amem f 
Vt prattem Pyladen, aiiguit mihi prattet OretUm : 

HoenonJUverbitj Marce, ui ameru, ama.——XAMJ.vL II, 

■ Yon mmd^ now that no nun Mes 
Snefa'dienda ■■ those of ancient Oreeoe. 

Here k^ die poiiit Oiestes' meat 

Was jnat the aame hi* friend did eat; 
Nor can it jet be finmd, hia wine 
TTaa better, Fyladea, than thine ; 
In hanB.^un nuwt, I am diett. 
Your cloth ia tilwajs of ihe beat ; 
But, honest Marcui, if jbu pleue 
To ehoae me for your Fyladea, 



X/or o i f you wou'd be lo»"d tigwnj ■ r. i^wis. 



To the RAMBLER. 

■IB, 

No depravity of the mind hsA been more fre- 
quently or justly censured than ingratitude. Tboe 
is indeed sufficient reason for looking on those Uiat 
can return evil for good» and repay kindness and 
assistance with hatred or n^lect, as corrupted be- 
yond the common d^rees of wickedness; nor 
will be, who has once been clearly detected in acts 
of injury to bis bene&ctor, deserve to be numb»- 
ed among sodal beings; be baa endeavoured to 
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destroy confidence, to intercept sympathy, and to 
turn every man's attention ivholly on himself. 

There is always danger lest the honest abhorrence 
of a crime should raise the passions with too much 
violence against the man to whom it is imputed. In 
proportion as guUt is more enormous, it ought to 
he ascertained by stronger evidence. The charge 
against ingratitude is very general ; almost every 
man can tell what favours he has conferred upon 
insensibility, and bow much h^piness he has be- 
stowed without return; but perhaps, if these pa- 
trons and protectors were confronted with any 
whom they boast of having be&iended> it would 
often appear that they consulted only their plea- 
sure or vanity, and repaid themselves their petty 
donatives by gratifications of insolence and indul- 
gence of contempt. 

It has happened that much of my time has been 
passed in a dependent state, and consequently I 
have received many fevours in the opinion of those 
at whose expence I have been maintained; yet I 
do not feel in my heart any burning gratitude or 
tumultuous affection ; and, as I would not willingly 
suppose myself less susceptible of virtuous pasuons 
than the rest of mankind, I shall lay the history of 
my life before you, that you may, by your judg- 
ment of my ctnduct, nther reform, .or confirm, my 
present sentiments. 

My lather was the second son of a very ancient uid 
wealthy &mily. He married a lady of equal }Ai^, 
whose fortune, joined to bis own, might have sup- 
posed his posterity in honour ; but being ^y and 
amlntiou^ he prevailed on bis friends to procure hfan 
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a post, which gave him ah opportunity of displaying 
his elegance and poHtedess. My mother was equally 
pleased with splendour, and equally careless of ex- 
pence ; they both justified th£r profusion to them- 
selrea, by endeavouring to believe it necessaiy to 
the extendon of their acquaintance, and improve- 
ment of their interest ; and whenever any place be- 
came vacant, they expected to be repaid. In the 
midst of these hopes my fether was snatched away by 
an apopljexy ; and my mother, who had no pleasure 
but in dress, equipage, assemblies, and compliments, 
finding that she could live no longer in her accus- 
tomed rank, wnk into dejection, and in two years , 
wore out her life with eavy and discontent 

I. was sent with a sister, one year younger than 
myself, to the elder brother of my father. We were 
not yet capable of observing how much fortune in- 
fluences a£Eection, but flattered ourselves on the 
road with the tenderness and regard with which we 
should be treated by our uncle. Our recepti<»i was 
rather frigid than malignant ; we were introduced 
to our young cousins, and for the first month more 
firequently consoled than upbraided ; but in a short 
time we found our prattle repressed, our dress ne- 
fl^ected, our endearments unregarded, and our re- 
quests referred to the housekeeper. 

The ftvms of decency were now violated, and every , 
day produced new insults. We were soon brought 
to the necessity of receding from our imagined equa- 
- Uty with our cousins, to whom we sunk into humble 
companions without choice or influence, expected 
only to echo their opinions, facilitate their desires, 
and accompany their rambles. It was unfortunate 

r:,i,2.c I!, Google 



04 THE BAMBLEB. No. 14,0. 

that our early introduction into jjollte company, and 
habitual knowledge of tbe arts of dTility had givoi 
us ^uch an appearance of superiority to the awkward 
basbfulness of our, rdations, as naturally drew re- 
spect and preference from every stranger ; and my 
aunt was forced to assert the dignity of her own 
children, while they were sculking in conlers fdr 
fear of notice, and babging down their heads 'in 
silent confusion, by relating the indiscretion of our 
&ther, displaying her own kindness, lamenting the 
misery of birth without estate, and dedaringber 
anxiety fpr Our future provision, and the expedients 
which she had formed to secure us from those ft^ies 
or crimes, to which the conjunction of pride and 
want often gives occasion. In a short time care was 
taken to prevent such vexatious mistakes ; we 
were tcAd, that fine clothes would only 61) our 
heads with felse expectadons, add our dress was 

' thet'efore accommodated to our fortune. 

Childhood k not easily dejected or mortified. 

'We f^t no lasdng pain from insolence or neglect; 

' but finding that we were favoured and commended 

^ by 'a& whose interest did not prompt them to dis- 
countenance us, preserved our vivadty and spHt 
to years of greater sensibility. It then became 
iriisoDie and disgusting to live without anypHnd- 
; jrfe of action but tbe will of another, and we often 
met privately in Uie garden to lament oiir condition* 

' and to ease our hearts with mutual narratives of 

' caprice, peevnhness, and afiFront. 

There are innumerable modes of insult and tokens 
of ctaitempt, for which it is not easy to find a name, 
which vanuh to^ nothing in an attempt to describe 
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tbetD» and yet may, by continual repetition, make 
day pass after day in sorrow and in terrw. Fhnises 
of cursory compliment and established salutation 
may, by a different modulation of the voice, <x cast 
of the countenance, convey contrary meanings, and 
be changed from injdications of respect to expressions 
a( scorn. The dependant who cultivates delicaqf in 
himsdf, verylittle consults his own tranquillity. My 
unhappy vigilance is every moment discoveringsome 
petulance of accent, or arrogance of mien, some ve- 
hemence of interrogatioD, or quickness of reply, that 
recals my poverty to my mind, and which I feel 
more acutely, as I know not bow to resent it 

You are not, however, to imagine, that I think my- 
self discharged from the duties of ^fU;itude, only be- 
cause n!iy relations do not adjust tbeir looks, or tune 
their;voiees to my expectation. The ins(^ence of 
, benefacticHi terminates not in negative rudeness or 
obliquities of insult. I am often told in express tvisae 
^ o£tbe miseries from which charity has soajtebed me, 
while multitudes are suffered by relations equally 
near to devolve upon thepaiish; and have nxH'e than 
onoe heard it numbered among other fevours; tbdt I 
- am admitted to the same table with my cousins. . 
That I sit at the first table I must acknowledge, 
bat 1 sit there only that I may fed the stings fM'in- 
ferionty. My inquiries are neglectei^ my opinion 
is, overborne, my assertions are oontroverted. sndt as 
. insolence always propagates itself, the servants over- 
look me, in imitation of their master ; if I.c^ mo- 
destl^r, I am not heard ; if budly, njy usurpation of 
^tbority is checked by a general frown, I am pften 
, v.oUiged to look uninvited upon delicacies, ^ds«Hne- 
^mes desired to rise upon very slight pretences. 
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Theindrilities to which I un exposed would fpve 
me less pain, were they not aggravated by the tews 
of my sister, whom the young ladies are houriy tor- 
menting with every art of feminine persecution. Am 
it is said of the sujff^me magistrate of Venice, that 
be is a prince in one place and a slave in anothw, 
my sister is a servant to her cousins in their apart- 
ments, and a companion only at the table. Her wit 
and beauty draw so much regard away &om them, 
that they never suffer her to appear with them in any 
place where they solicit notice, or expect admbation; 
and when they are visited by neighbouring ladi^ 
and pass their hours in domestic amusements, alw 
is sometimes called to fill a vacancy, instdted with 
contemptuous freedoms, and dismissed to her nee^ 
die, i^hen her place is uipplied. The hat has of 
hte, by the.instigation c^ his sisters, begun to harass 
her with clownish jocularity ; he seems inclined to 
make bis first rude essays of waggery upon faer; 
and by the. connivance, if not encourag«nent. of his 
father, treats her with such lioentioiis Imit^^, as 
I cannot bear, though I cannot punish it. 

I b^ to be informed, Mr RamUer, haw mneh 
we can be su|ipoBed to owe to benefice nee, exerted 
on tecQislike these ? to ben^cence which pollutes 
its gifts with GtHitumely, and may he tridy said to 
pander to }Mide ? I would wiUin^y be told, whether 
insotence does not reward its own libevaliUes, and 
whether be that exacts servility can, wkh justice, 
at the same time, expect affection ? 
I am. Sir, &c- 

HYPERDULU8. 
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O munera nonduM 
tntelketa ffeam /— -litcam. 

Thou chiefeat good ! 

Besfam'd by Heaven, but seldom nnderBtood.— — bovb. 

As daily experience makes- it evident that mb- 
fi»tiitie8 are unavradably incident to human 
Ufe, tbat «alamity will neither be repeUed by ford- 
tods, nor 'escaped by fl^ht ; neither awed t^ great- 
ness, nor ^oded by obscurity ; f^losofUKTs have 
endeavoured to reconiak us to that ctmdition whidi 
Aigy oaanot teaoh us to mend, ^ persuading us 
^Bt DMwt o£ our evils are made affltcUve only by 
igiuwance or perverseness, and that nature has an- 
nexed to every vidsntude of external circumslaDces 
some advastf^ sufficient t« overbalance idl its ui- 
oonveniences. 

This attenipt may, perhaps, be justly suspected 
of resewbluioe to the pmctiee of pbysicsans, who, 
wbea they camiot mitigate pain, destn^ sensibi- 
lity, and endeavour to conceal, t^ opiates, the in- 
efficacy of their oUier medicines. The panegyrists 
of Gsbmity have more frequently gained applause 
to tbdr wit, than acquiescence to their arguments ; 
nor has it appeared tbat the most musical oratory, 
or subtle ratiocination, has been able long to over- 
power tiie anguish of oppression, the tediousness 
of languor, or the longings of want. 
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Yet, it may be generally remarked, that, where 
mudi has been attempted, somethuig has been per- 
formed ; though the discoveries or aoquisitions of 
mui are not always adequate to the expectations of 
his pride, they are at least sufficient to animate his 
industry. The antidotes with which philosophy 
has medicated the cup of life, thoogh they oannot 
^ve it sidubrity and sweetness, have at least alkyed 
its tutterjoess, and contempered its mnUgdity ; tiie 
balm which she drops upon the wounds of the mind 
abates their pain, though it cannot heal them. 

By suffering willingly what we cannot avoid, we 
secure ourselves ^m vain and immoderate dis- 
quiet; we preserve for better purposes that strength 
which would be unprofitably wasted in wild efforts 
of despttation, and, maintain that circumspection 
which may enaUe us to seize every supprat, and 
improve every alleviation. This dtlmness will be 
vatae earily obtained, as the attention is more 
powtfrfttUy withdrawn from the contemphiti<m df 
lUUBuigled unabated evil, and diverted to those 
ac(»dental benefits whidi prudence may confer on 
every state. 

Seneca has attempted, not only to pacify us in 
misfortune, but almost to allure us to it, by repre- 
senting it as necessary to the pleasures of the mind. 
" He that never was acquainted with adversity, (says 
he), has seen the world but on one side, and is igno- 
rant of half the scenes of nature." He invites his 
pupil to calamity, as the Syrens allured the pas- 
senger to their coasts, by promising that he shall 
return wxu*m uJ^, with increase of knowledge, with 
enlarged views, and multiplied ideas. 
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Cuiiositf U, in great and genoous minds, the 
first paisiea and the last; and perfaapa always pre- 
dominates in propwtion to the strength of the con- 
templative &culties. He who easily comprebenda 
afl that is before him, and soon exhausts any single 
subject, is always eager for new inquiries ; and, in 
ftaportiot as the int^Iectual eye takes in a widw 
pRMpecti it must he gratified with variety by more 
rapid lights, and bolder excursions ; nor perhaps 
can there be proposed to those who have been ac- 
customed to the pleasures of thought, a more power- 
ful incitement to any undertaking, than the hope of 
filling their &ncy with new images, of clearing their 
doubts, and enlightening their reason. 

When Jason, in Valerius Flaocus, would Indine 
the young prince Acastus to accompany him in the 
£rst essay of navigation, he disperses his aip[wehen- 
sions of duiger by representations of the new tracts 
of earth and heaven, which the expedition woidd 
spivad before their eyes ; and tells him with what 
grief he will hear, at their return, of the countries 
which they shall have seen, and the tails which 
they have surmounted ; 

gKOntum leme, quantum cognotcere etsli, 
' '■ PenitiuuiH ett ! pelagus quaniot aperimtit in uttu f 
Nunefiraan grave rerit oput : ted Itetarteurrrt' 
Cam Toiit, et.carawi cum Jam mihi reddet Jolcan; , \ 

Quijpudor heu nottroi tibi tunc audiere labortt ! 
Qudm refiram vitaj iua per suipiria geiUtt ! 

Led by our sbus, what tracts immenBe we trace !^ 
Fmn mm Temote; what flmds of Bcience nise 1 
. •, A pain to theo^! but when th' heroic band 

Jftetuina upjfkuded to theii native land, 

A life domeatic you will then deplore. 

And sigh wUfe I describe die vsitou abne.-— «dw. cave. 
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Acasttts yvBa aooa prevailed upon by his curiosity 
to «et rooks and hardships at defiance, and cocnmit 
his life to the winds ; and the same motives have 
in all ages had the same efEect upon those whom, 
the desire of fame or wisdom has distinguished flnm 
tbe lower orders of mankind. 

If^ thwefo^ it can be proved that distress is 
nepessary to the aittainmeat of knowledge, and that 
a bapfty situation hides from us so large a pturt of 
the field of meditation, the envy of many who ve^^ 
pine at the sight of affluence and splendour witl be 
much diminished ; for such is the delight of mental 
superiority, that none on whom nature or study 
have conferred it, would purdiase the gifts <^ for- 
tone by its loss. 

It is certain, tiutt however the rhetcwic of Seneca 
may have dressed adversity with extrinsic orna- 
ments, he hfts justly represented it as affording some 
o^^oit^itiesof observation^ which cannot be found 
in ccRitinual. success; he has truly asserted, that 
to ^soBpe, misfortone is to want instruction, and 
that ta Ur^, at ease is to live in ignorance. 

As. no man can enjoy happiness without thinking 
that he efijoys it, the experience of calamity is ne- 
cessary to a Just sense of better fortune ; for the 
good of our present state is merely comparative, 
and th|9>evil which every man feels will be sufficient 
to cUsturb and harass him, if he does not know 
how much he escapes. The lustre of diamonds is 
invigorated by the inteipoution of darker bodies ; 
the lights of a picture are created by the shades. 
The highest pleasure which nature has indulged 
to sensitive perception, is tbat of rest after fatigue ; 
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yet, thtft state which hJboat heightens into ddigbt, 
Is of its^lTtHily ease, and is naipable of satisfying 
the mind without the superaddidon of diversified 
amusements. 

Prospaity, as is tfoly asserted by Seneea, very 
flaucb obstructs the knowledge of ourselves. No 
nan can form a j^ost estimate of bis own powers by 
unectivc' speculation. Tbat fortitude which has 
encount««d no dangers, that prudence which has 
surmounted no difficulties that integrity whldk has 
been attadced by no temptations, can at best be 
considered but as gold not yet brought to the test, 
of which therefore the true value cannot be assigned. 
" He that traverses the lists wittiotvt an tdvnsary, 
may receive (says the ptulosopher) the reward of 
victory, but he has no pretensions to the honour." If 
it be the highest happiness of man to contemplate 
himself with satisfaction, and to receive the gratu- 
lations of his own conscience ; he whose coun^e 
has made way amidst the turbulence of opposition^ 
and whose vigour has broken through the snares 
of distress, has many advantages over those that 
have slept in the shades of indolence, and whose 
retrospect of time can entertain them with nothing 
but day rising upon day, and year gliding after year. 
Equally neeeseaty is some variety of fortune to 
a nearer inspection of the manners, principles, and 
affections of mankind. Princes, when they would 
know the opinions or grievances of their subjects, 
find it necessary to steal away from guards and 
attendants, and mingle on equal terms among the 
people. To him who is known to have the power 
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of doing good or harm, nothing is shown ,in its 
natural form. The behaviour of all that appn^ch 
him is regulated by his humour, their narratives 
are adapted to his inclination, and their reasonings 
detomined by his opinions: whatever can alarm 
siispidon, or excite resentment^ is carefully sup. 
pressed, and nothing appeftrs but uniformity <rf 
sentiments and ardour of affection. It may be ob- 
served, that the unvaried complaisance which ladies 
have the right of exacting, keeps them generally 
uncalled in human nature ; prmperity will always 
enjoy the female prerc^atives, and therefore must 
be dways in danger of female ignorance. Truth is 
scarcely to be heard, but by those from whom it 
can serve no interest to conceal it 
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nvT* y ifi»»tti tiifur 

"OTI IVl, K^ti It TtAftM 

T» ^ifrmrat iti^i rnyui. i !■■ PIMDAB- 

Bat magt in onr it the hnnun mind. 

And Iminaa bliss ia ever insecure : 
Know we what fortune yet remains behind ? 

Know we how long the present shsll endure ?^— wbst. 

The writers of medidne and physiology have tra- 
ced, with great appearance of accuracy, the effects 
of time upon the human body, by marking ihe 
various periods of the constitution, and the seve- 
ral stipes by which animal life makes its progress 
from infancy to decrepitude. Though their obser- 
vations have not enabled them to discover how 
manhood may be accelerated, or old age retarded* 
yet surely, if they be considered only as the 
amusements of curiosity, they are of equal im- 
portance with conjectures on things more remote, 
with catalogues of the fixed stars, and calculations 
of the bulk of planets. 

It had been a task worthy of the moral philoso* 
phers to have considered with equal care the cli- 
macterics of the mind ; to have pointed out the 
time at which every passion b^ins and ceases to 
predominate, and noted the r^ular variations of 
deure, and the succession of one appetite to another. 
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The peiiodi of mental change are not to be stated 
with equal certainty ; our bodies grow up under the 
care of nature, and depend so little on our own 
management, that somethiog more than negligence 
is necessary to discompose thor structure* or im- 
pede their vigour. But our minds are committed 
in a great measure first to the <Urection of othen^ 
and afterwards of ourselves. It would be difficult 
to protract the weakness of infenqr beyond the 
usual time, but the mind may be very easily hin- 
dered from its share of improveffiNit, and tiie bulk 
and strength of manhood must, without the asnst- 
ance of education and instruction, be informed only 
with the understanding of a child. 

Yet, amidst all the disorder and inequality wfai(^ 
variety of discifrfine, example; eooversatton, and ' 
cmidoyment, prodaeein the intellectual i^vanoes 
of different men, there is stlH discovered, by a viff- 
lant spectator, such a general and remote simili- 
tude, as may be expected in the same common na- 
ture affected by external circumstances indefinite 
varied. We all enter the W(»ld in equal igDoeaoc^ 
gaze round about us on the same objects, and have 
our first pains a«d pleasures, our first hopes aad 
fears, our first aversions and desirec, from the same 
causes; and though, as. we proceed farther, ia& 
opens wider prospects to our view, and aecidental 
impulses determine us to differ^it paths, yet as 
every mind, however vigorous or abstracted, is ne- 
cessitated^ in its present state of ^on, to recnve 
'its inftM'matMUs, and execute Hb purposes, by the 
interveniUMi of tile body, the uniformity of our , 
corporeal nature commiHueates kself to our intel- 
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lectual operations; and those whose abilities or 
knowledge incline them most to deviate from the 
genanl round of life, ve recaUed from eccentricity 
by the laws of their existence. 

If we consider the exwdses of the mind, it will 
be found that in each part of life some particular 
Acuity is more: eminently employed. When the 
treasures <^ knowledge are first opened before u^ 
while novelty blooms alike on either hand, and 
every thing eq^ually unknown uid unexamined seems 
of equal value, the power of the soul is [Hindpally 
exerted in a vivacious and desultory curiosity. She 
ap[diefl by turns to every object, enjoys it for a short 
titae, and Sies with equal ardour to another. She 
d^ghts to catch t^ loose and unconnected ideas, 
but starts away from systems and complications, 
which would obstruct the rapidity of her transitions, 
and detain her long in the same pursuit. 

When a number of distinct images are collected 
by these erratic and hasty surveys, the &ncy is 
buned in arranging them ; and combines them into 
pteanng pictures with more resemblance to the 
lealiUes of life as experience advances, and new 
observations rectify the former. WhUe the judg- 
ment is yet uninformed, and unable to compare 
the draughts of fiction with Uieir originals, we are 
ddighted with improbable adventures, impracticable 
virtues, and inimitable characters : But, in propor- 
ti(m as we have more opportunities of acquainting 
ourselves with living nature, we are 80<mer dis- 
gusted with copies in which there appears no re- 
sembUmce. We first discard absurdity and impos- 
sibility, then exact greater and greater degrees of 
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probability, but at last becwne cold and insensible 
to the charms of &Isehood, however specious, and 
irom the imitations of truth, which are never per- 
fect, transfer our affection to truth itself. 

Now commences the r«gn of judgment or rea- 
^on ; we be^n to find little pleasure but in rom- 
paring arguments, stating propositions, disen- 
tangling perplexities, clearing ambiguities, and 
deducing consequences. The painted vales of ima- 
^nation are deserted, and our intellectual activity 
is exercised in winding through the labyrinths of 
fallacy, and toiling with firm and cautious steps up 
the narrow tracks of demonstration. Whatever 
may lull vigilance, or mislead attention, is contemp- 
tuously rejected, and every disguise in which error 
may be concealed, is carefully observed, till, by 
degrees, a certain number of incontestable or un- 
suspected propositions are established, and at last 
concatenated into arguments, or compacted into 
systems. 

At length weariness suuxeds to labour, and the 
mind lies at ease in the contemplation of her own 
attainments, without any desire of new conquests 
or excursions. This is the age of recollection and 
narrative ; the opinions are settled, and the avenues 
of apprehension shut against any new intelligence ; 
the days that are to follow must pass in the incul- 
cation of precepts already collected, and assertion 
of tenets already received ; nothing is henceforward 
so odious as oppontion, so instdent as doubt, or so 
dangerous as novelty. 

In like manner the passions usurp the separate 
command of the successive periods (^ life. To the 
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happiness of our first yeare nothing more seems ne- 
cessary than fi«edom fivm r^traint: Every man 
may remember that if he was left to himself, and 
indulged in the disposal of his own tim^ he was 
once content without the superaddition of any 
actual pleasure. The new world is itself a banquet ; 
and, till we have exhausted the freshness of life, 
we have always about us sufficient gratifications : 
the sunshine quickois us to play, and the shade 
invites us to sleep, . 

But we soon become unsatisfied with negative 
fdicity, and are st^idted by our senses and appetites 
to more powerful delights, as the taste of him who 
has satisfied bis hunger must be excited by artificial 
stimulations. The simplicity of natural amusement 
is now past, and art and oontnvance must improve 
our pleasures ; but, in time, art, like nature, is 
exhausted, and the senses can no longer sui^y the 
cravings of the intellect. 

The attention is then transferred from pleasure 
to interest, in which pleasure is perhaps included, 
Uiou^ diffused to a wider extent, and protracted 
through new gradations. Nothing now dances 
before the eyes but wealth and power, nor rings in 
the ear, but the voice of fame ; wealth, to which, 
however variously daiominated, every man at some 
time or other aspires ; power, which all wish to ob- 
tain within tiielr circle of action ; and feme, which 
no man, however high or vaeafit howevo' wise or 
ignorant, was yet able to despise. Now prudence 
and foresight exert their influents : No hour is 
devoted wholly to any present enjoyment, no act or 
purpose terminates in itself, but every motion is 
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referred to some distant end ; tbe aeoomplishnient 
of one design b^ns another, and the ultimate wish 
is alwayi pushed oS to its former distance. 

At length fame is observed to be uncertain, and 
power to be dangerous ; the man whose vigour and 
alacrity begin to forsake him, by degrees contract! 
his desigris, femlts hi% fatmer multiplirity of pur. 
suits, and extends no^ longer his regard to any otber 
honour^sn the reputation of wealth, «- any other 
influence than his power. Avarice is generally the 
last passion of those lives of which the firat part has 
been squandered in pleasure, and the second de-. 
voted to ambition. He that sinks under the fatigue 
of getting wealth, lulls his age with tbe milder bu- 
siness of saving it. 

I have in this view of life conridered men as ac- 
tuated only by natural desires, and yielding to their 
own incUnations, without regard to superior prin- 
dples, by which the force of external agents May 
be counteracted, and the temporary pKvalenoe of 
passions restrained. Nature will indeed always 
operate, huntan desires will be always hanging j 
but these motions, though very poweiful, "arie 'not 
resistless; nature may be regulated;, arid desires 
governed ; and, to contend with the preclominance 
of successive passions, to be6ndangered )irst by one 
aflfection. and then anotha-, k the Condition' upon 
which we are to pass our tim^ flie titriie dfoiir pre- 
paration fat that state which shall put ah eaii to exi- 
periment, to disappcnntment, and to change. ' 
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F«&afl* verba dteent, iraiumfltaa ffMiorMn^— ^ho>. 

DisUtroDB wonla can bett diiaater ihow ; 

In tnfff jfanie ihetagtj paBoiu gkaw.'^Ki.mNnoM. 

** It vrak the wisdom,** saya Seneca, " of andent 
times, to consider what is most useful as most 
illustrious." If this rule be applied to works 
of genius, scarcely any species of composition 
deserves more to be cultivated than the episto- 
lary style, since none is of more various or frequent 
use, tiirough the whole subordination of human 
Kfe. 

It has yet happened that, among the numerous 
writers which our nation has produced, equal, per- 
haps, always in force and genius, and of late in ele- 
gance and afxuracy, to those of any other country, 
very few haye endeavoured to distinguish them- 
selves by t^e publication ai letters, except such as 
were v^tten in the. discharge of public tnists, and 
during the n of gr^t affairs; which, 

though they sedents to the minister, and 

inemprif^s t ^an, are of no use as exam- 

ples ([f^ttje 1 1^ or models of private cor- 

respondence. . 

If it be inquired by foreigner^ how this defici- 
ency has happened in the literature of a country, 
where all indulge themselves with so little danger 
in speaking and writisg, may we not without either 
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bigotry or arrogance Inform them, that it must be 
imputed to our contempt of trifles, and our due 
sense of the dignity of the public ? We do not 
think it reasonable to fill the world with volumes 
from which nothing can be learned, nor expect that 
the employments of the busy, or the amusements 
of the gay, should give way to narratives of our 
private afiairSf complaints of absence, expressions 
of fondness, or declarations of fidelity. 

A slight perusal of the, innumerable letters by 
which the wits of France have signalized their 
names, will prove that other nations need not be 
discouraged from the like attempts by the consm- 
ousness of inability ; for surely it is not very dif- 
ficult to a^ravate trifling misfortunes, to magnify 
familiar incidents, repeat adulatory professions, 
accumulate servile hyperboles, and produce all that 
can be found in the despicable remains of Voiture 
and Scarron. 

Yet, as mudi of life must be passed in affairs 
considerable only by their frequent occurrence, and 
much of the pleasure which our condition allows, 
roust be produced by ^ving elegance to trifles, it 
is necessary to learn how to become little without 
becoming mean, to maintain the necessary inter- 
course of dvility, and fill up the Vacuities of actions 
by agreeable appearances. It had therefore been' 
of advantage, if such of our writers as have excelled 
in the art of decorating insignificance, had sup- 
plied us with a few sallies of innocent gaiety, effu- 
taons of honest tenderness, or exclamations of un- 
important hurry. 
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Precept has generally been posterior to perftmn- 
ance. The art of compoidng iworks of genius has 
never been taught but by the example of those who 
performed it by natural vigour of imagination, and ^ 
rectitude of judgment. As we have few letters, 
we have likewise few criticisms upon the epistolary 
style. The observations with which Walsh has in- 
troduced his pages of inanity, are such as give him 
little claim to the rank assigned him by Dryden 
among the critics. " Letters (says he) are intended 
as resemblances of conversation, and the chief exceU 
Imcies of conversation are good-humour and good- 
breeding." This remark, equally valuable for its 
novelty and propriety, he dilates and enforces with 
an appearance of complete acquiescence in his own 
discovery. 

No man was ever in doubt about the moral qua- 
lities of a letter. It has been always known that 
he who endeavours to please must appear pleased, 
and he who would not provoke rudeness must not 
practise it But the question among those who 
establish rules for an epistolary performance is how 
gfdety or civility may be properly expressed ; as 
amcHig the critics in history it is not contested 
whether truth ought to be preserved, but by what 
mode of diction it is best adorned. 

As letters are written on all subjects, in all states 
of mind, they cannot be properly reduced to settled 
rules, or described by any single characteristic; 
and we may safely disentangle our minds &om 
critical embarrassments, by determining that a let- 
ter has no peculiarity but its form, and that no- 
thing is to be refused admission, which would be 
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proper in any other method <^ teeating the same 
subject. The qualities of the epistolary style most 
frequently required, are ease and eimpUd^. an 
even flpw o£ unlaboured diction, and an artless 
arrangenpent of obvious sentiments. But these 
directions are no sooner applied to use, than their 
scantiness and imperfection become evident Let> 
ters are written to the ^eat and to the mean,, to 
the learned and the.tgporant, at rest and in distrew^ 
in sport and in passion. Nothing can be more im- 
proper thui ease and laxity of expresuon, wb«i the 
importance of the subject impresses eolicntude^ oc 
the dignity of the penon oucts reverence. 

That lettn^ should be written with strict con- 
fisrmity to nature is true, because nothjog but 
conformity to nature c^ make any composition 
beautiful or just. But it is natural to depart froni 
ftmiliarity of language upon occauoos not fiuoiliar. 
Whatever elevates the sentiments will consequently 
raise the expression; whatever fills us with hope, or 
terror, will produce some perturbation of MU^fl^; 
and sotne figurative distorticms of. phrase, Wbet^ver 
we are studious to pleav, we are afraidiOf !t^^sting. 
our first thoughts, and endeavoMr to ^j^eciQiniiieivt, 
our opinion by studied omaTnoit^, 4oaur«(^>,qf 
method, and elegance of style. 

If the personages of the comic sce^^ijbe allowed 
by Horace to raise their language in the tranefwrts 
of anger to the turgid vehemence of tiagedy, the. 
epistolary writer may likewise without oensare. 
comply with the varieties of his matter. If great 
events are to be related, he may with all the 
solemnity of an bistcnian deduce them ftonk their 
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ceosea. connect than witii Ifcdr eMtioontnts, and 
trace them to their consequences; - If a dispttted 
position is to be Mtabtished,- or 'a~i«tn<ote prind^e 
to be investigated, he ma^r detail bh reasoirings 
witit 1^ the nicety of syUogittie mefbod. - If « 
menace ia to be averted, or a-bnt^t implond; he 
may, vrithout any violation of the edicts of erttl- 
edsnii eatl every power of riietorlo to hb- ^asiltU 
ance, and try every inlet at which love ftrpity 
enters the heart. 

Letters that have no oth^ end tiien the enter-> 
talmnoit of the eormpondents are more properiy 
regulated by critical precepts, because the matter 
and style are equally arbitnuy, and rules are more 
neeesauy, as there is a larger powa of choice. In 
letters of this kind, some conceive art graceful, 
raid others think ne^gence amiable ; some model 
them- by thtf sonnet, and will allow them no meiOis 
of delighting bat the soft lapse of calm mellifluence ; 
otfaen aiQust them by the epigram, and expect 
poittt^A sentences and forcible periods. The one 
p&tty <»nsidtin oteibption fham faults as the height 
ai ekcdlehee, the «ther looks opMi neglect of 
et fe eBenfetf fa Vtie tboet disgusting fiiult ; one avoids 
caisDte; Ibi^ ottiet aspires to praise ; one is always 
in danger of insipidity, the' other continually on 
t^e'tHitric df flsSMation. 

'WhttJ 'the stitigect has no mtrinsic dignity, it 
must neoes^rily owe its attractions to artjfidal 
embelMshmHits, and may catch at all advantages 
which the art of writing can supply. He that, like 
Fliny, sends his friend a portion for his daughter, 
witlj without Pliny's eloquence or address, find 
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I of exdting gratitude, and secaring accept- 
snce ; bat be that bas no present to make but a 
garland, a riband, or some petty curiosity, must 
endeavour to recommend it by his manner of 
giving it. 

The purpose for which letters are written when 
no intelligence is communicated, or business trans- 
acted, is to preserve in the minds of the absent 
dther love or esteem : to excite love we must im- 
part pleasure, and to raise esteem we must discover 
abilities. Pleasure will generally be given, as abi- 
lities are displayed by scenes of imagery, ptnnts of 
conceit, unexpected sallies, and artful oompliments. 
Trifles always require exuberance of ornament ; the 
building which has no strength can be valued only 
for the grace of its decorations. The pebble must 
be polished with care, which hopes to be valued as 
a diamond ; and words ought surely to be laboured, 
when they are intended to stand for things. 
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Turba Remi leqmtur jmiunam, vt temper, et odU 



The fickle otowd with fbrtime ooioei and goei j 
Wealth atill finds fiillowen, and misfortune foe*. 



To &e RAMBLER. 

There are occasions on which all apology^ is rude- 
ness. He that has an unwelcome message to de- 
liver, may give some proof of tenderness and deli- 
cacy, by a cerem<Hiial introduction and gradual dia< 
cDvery, - because the mind, upon which the weight 
of sorrow is to &1I, gains time for the ct^ection of 
its powers ; but nothing is more absurd than to delay 
the communication of pleasure, to torment curiosity 
by impatience, and to delude hope by anticipation. 

I shall therefore forbear the arts by which cor- 
respondents generally secure admission, for I have 
too long remarked the power of vanity, to doubt 
that I shall be read by yoii with a disposition to 
approve, when I declare that my narrative has no 
other' tendency than to illustrate and corroborate 
your own observations. 

I was the second son of a gentleman, whose pa^ 
trimony had been wasted by a long succession of 
squanderers, till he was unable to support any of his 
childrep, except his heir, in the hereditary dignity 
of idleness. Being therefore obliged to employ that 
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part of life in study which toy progenitors had de- 
voted to the hawk and hound, I was in my eight- 
eenth year dispatched to the university, without 
any rural honours. 1 had never killed a single 
woodcock, nor partaken one triumph over a con- 
quered fox. ' 

At the university I condnued to enlarge my 
acquisitions witfaf'Btitle envy of the ncnsy happiness 
which my elder broths had the fortune to enjoy ; 
and, having dbtaitied fay degree, retired to consider 
at leisure to what profession I should confine that 
application which had hitherto been dissipated in 
general knowledge. To deliberate upon a choice 
which custom and honour forlnd to be retracted, is 
certainly reasonable; yet, to let loose the attention 
equally to the advantages and inconveniences of 
every employment is not without danger; new 
moUves are every moment operating on every side ; 
and mechanics have long ago discovered, that con- 
trariety of equal attractions is equivalent to rest. 

While I was thus triffing in uncertainty, an old 
adventurer, who had been once the ititamate' fi-iehd 
of my fittfaer, arrived Irom the Indi^ with a large 
fortune; whidi he had so oAich Mrassed himself 
in obtaining, that sickness and infi^ibf left him 
no other desire than to die in his native couiitry. 
His wealth easily procured trim an inViEatioh to 
pass bis life with us ; and, being incapable of ^ny 
amusement hut conversation, he necessarily became 
femiliarized to me, Whom he found studious and 
domestic Pleased with an opportunity of im- 
parting my knowledge, and eager of any intelli. 
gence that might Increase it, I delighted his curio- 
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sity with historical narratives and explications of 
nature, and . gratified bis vanity by inquiries after 
the products of distant countries, and the cust(»iu 
of their inhabitants. 

My brother saw bow much I advanced in the 
&vour of our guest, who, being without hats, 
was naturally expected to enri(;h the &mily of his 
friend, but never attempted to alienate me, nor to 
ingratiate himself. He was, indeed, little qualified 
to solicit the affection of a traveller, for the remiss- 
ness of his education had left him without any rule 
of action but bis present humour. He often for- 
sook tbe old gentleman in the midst of an adven- 
ture, because the bom sounded in the court-yard, 
and would have lost an opportunity, not only of 
knowing the history, but sharing the wealth of the 
M<^1, for the trial of a new pointer, or the sight 
of a horse-race. 

It was therefore not long before our new friend 
declared his intention of bequeathing to me the 
profits of bis cprnmerce, as the only man in the 
ftanily by wIuri be opuld expect them to be ra- 
tionally ^lyqyed. .I^his distinction drew upon me 
the eqvy no^onljy of toy brother but my &theT. 

As w ;m^ is willkig to l^elieve that he sujSWsby 
his own &u1t, (hey imputed the preference which I 
faa^obtfjii^.to adulatory compliances, orinali^ant 
calumpiesr, To no purpose did I call upon my pa- 
tron to attest my innocence, for who will believe 
what he wishes to be &Ise ? In the beat of disap- 
pointment they forced their inmate by repeated 
insults to depart from the bouse, and I was soon. 
by the same treatment^ obliged to follow him. 
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He chose his residence in the confines of L(»idon. 
where rest, tranquillity, and medicihe, restored him 
to part of the health which he bad lost. I pleased 
myself with perceiving that I was not likely to ob- 
tain the immediate possession of wealth which no 
labour of mine had contributed to acquire ; and that 
h^ who had thus distinguished me, might hope to 
end his life without a total frustraUon of those 
blessings, 'which, whatever be their real value, he 
had sought with so much diligence, and purchased 
with so many vicissitudes of danger and fatigue. 

He. indeed, left me no reason to repine at his 
recovery, for he was willing to accustom me early 
to the use of money, and set apart for my ex- 
pences such a revenue as I had scarcely dared to 
imagine. I can yet^congratulate myself that for- 
tune has seen her golden cup once tasted without 
inebriation. Neither my modesty nor prudence 
were overwhelmed by affluence ; my elevation was 
without insolence, and my expence without pro- 
fusion. Employing the influence which money 
always Confers, to the improvement of my under- 
standing, I mingled in parties of gaiety, and in 
conferences of learning, appeared in every place 
where instruction was to be found, and imagined 
that, by ranging through all the diver^ties of life, 
I had acquunted myself fully with human nature, 
and learned all that was to be known of the way« 
of men- 

It happened, however, that I soon discovered 
bow mudi was wanted to Uie completion of my 
knowledge, and found that, according to Seneca's 
remark, I bad hitherto seen the world but on one 
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side. Mjr patron's confidence, in his increase of 
strength, tempted him to carelessness and irregu- 
larity ; he caught a fever by riding in the nuif, 
of which he died delirious on the third day. I 
buried him without any of the heir's affected grief 
or secret exultation; then preparing to take a 
legal possession of his fortune, I opened his closet) 
where I found a will, made at his first arrival, 
by which my &ther was appcnnted the chief in- 
heritor, and nothing was left me but a legacy 
sufficient to support me in the prosecution <^ my 
studies. 

I had n^t yet found such charms in prosperity 
as to continue it by any acts of forgery or injus- 
tice, and made haste to inform my father of the 
rich^ which had been given him, not by the pre- 
ference of kindness, but by the delays of indolence 
and cowardice of age. The hungry &mily flew 
like vultures on their prey, and soon made my dis- 
appointment public* by the tumult of their daims, 
and the splendour of their sorrow. 

It was now my part to conuder how I should 
repair the disappointment. I could not but 
triumph in my long list of friends, which com- 
prised almost every name that power or know- 
ledge entitled to eminmce; and, in the prospect 
ctf the innumerable roads to honour and prefer- 
ment, which I had laid open to myself by the 
wise use of temporary riches, I beUeved nothing 
necessary but that I should continue tliat ac- 
quaintance to which I had been so readily admit- 
ted, and >vhich had hitherto been cultivated on 
both udes with equal ardour. 



5c by Google 



80 THE KAHBLEK. Ko. 183. 

FtiU of these expectations, I one morning ordered 
a chur, with an intention to make my usual drde 
of morning visits. Where I first stopped I saw two 
footmen lolling at the door, who told me, without 
any change of posture, or ooUecticHi of countenance, 
that their master was at home, and suffered me to 
open the inner door without assistance. I found 
my friend standing, and, as I was tattling with my 
former freedom, was formally intreated to sit down ; 
hut did not stay to he favoured with any further 
eraidescenuons. 

My next «tperiment was made at the levee of a 
statesman, who received me with an embrace of ten- 
domess, that he might with more decency publish 
my change of fortune to the sycophants about him. 
After he had enjoyed the triumph of condolence, he 
turned to a wealthy stock-jobber, and left me ex- 
posed to the soom of those who had lately courted 
my notice and solicited my interest. 

I was th«i set down at the docxr of anotha-, wb<^ 
upon my entrance, advised me with great solemni^, 
to think of some settled provinon far lift; I IdBt 
him, and hurried away to an old friend, who pro< 
fessed himself unsusceptible of any impresnons fitmi 
prosperi^ or misfortime, and b^ged that he might 
see me when he was more at Insure. 

Of uxty>«even doors, at which I knocked in the 
first week after my appearance in a mourning dress, 
I was denied admissicHi at for^^x ; was suffered 
at fourteen to wait in the outer room till business 
was dispatdwd ; at four, was entertained with a few 
questions about the weather ; at one, heard the foot> 
man rated &a bringing my name ; and at two was 
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informed, io the Qow of casuat conversattop, how 
much B man of rank degrades himself by mean 
company. 

My curiosity now led me to try what reception I 
should find among the ladies ; but I found that my 
patron had carried all my powers of pleasing to the 
grave. I had formerly been celebrated as a wit, and 
not perceiving any languor in my imagination, I 
essayed to revive that gaiety which had hitherto 
broken out involuntarily before my sentences were 
finished. My remarks were now heard with a steady 
countenance, and if a girl happened to ^ve way to 
habitual merriment, her forwardness was repressed 
with a frown by her mother or her aunt. 

W'herever I come I scatter infirmity and disease ; 
every lady whom I meet in the Mall is too weary 
to walk ; all whom I intreat to sing are troubled 
with colds : if I propose cards, they are aiHicted 
with the head-ach ; if I invite them to the gardens, 
they cannot hear a crowd- 
All this might be endured ; but there is a class 
of mortals who ^tbink my, understanding impaired 
■with my fortune, exalt themselves to the dignity of 
advice, and, whenever we happen to meet, presume 
to prescribe my conduct, regulate my economy, 
and dir^t my piirsuits. Another race, equally im- 
pertinent and equally despicable, are every moment 
recommending to me an attention to my interest, 
and think themselves entitled, by their superior 
prudence, to reproach me if I speak or move with- 
out regard to profit 

Such, Mr Rambler, is the power of wealth, that 
it commands the ear of greatness and the eye of 

VOL. VI. G 
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beauty, gives spint to the dull, and authority to the 
timorous, and leav^ him from whom it departs, 
without virtue and without understanding, the 
sport of caprice, the scoff of insolence, the slave of 
meanness, and the pupil of ignorance. 

I am, &c. 



No. 154. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1781- 

— THbi rei tudUpim laadit et arii* 

Aggrtdior, *ameUit autui rtchtderejontet. tiks. 

For thee my tnneAiI sieentH vill I raue, 

And tiMt (farts diadae'd in tmcient lUys ; * 

Once more unlock fin thee the eacred Bpiing.— — dkydek. 

The direction of Aristotle to those that study 
politics, is first to examine and understand what 
has been written by the ancients upon government ; 
then to cast their eyes round upon the world, and 
consider by what causes the prosperity of commu- 
nities is visibly influenced, and why some are worse, 
and others better administered. 

The same method must be pursued by him who 
hopes to become eminent in any other part of know- 
kdge. The first task is to search books, the next 
to contemplate nature. He must first possess him- 
self of the intellectual treasures which the diligence 
of former ages has accumulated, and then endea- 
vour to increase them by bis own collections. 

The mental disease of the present generation, is 
impatience of study, contempt of the great masters 
of andent wisdom, and a disposition to rely wb<^ly 
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Upon unasnsted genius and natural sagacity. The 
Wit» of these happy days have discovered a way to 
fitme, which the dull cautirai of our laborious an- 
eestors dunt never attempt; they cut the knots of' 
sophistry which it was formerly the business of 
years to untie, solve difficulties by sudden irradi- 
ations of intetligenoe, and comprehend long pro- 
cesses of argument by immediate intuition. 

' Men who have flattered themselves into this opi- 
nion of thdr own abilities, look down on all who 
waste their lives over books, as a race of inferior 
beings, condemned by nature to perpetual pupilage 
and fruitlessly endeavouring to remedy their barren- 
ness by incessant cultivation, or succour their 
feebleness by subsidiary strength. They presume 
that none would be more industrious thui th^, if 
ih^ were not more senuble of deficiencies ; and 
readily conclude, that he who places no confidence 
in his own powers, owes his modesty only to his 
weakness. 

It is however certain, that no estimate is more 
in dmger of erroneous calculations than those l^ 
which a man computes the force of his own genius. 
It generally happens tA our entrance into the 
WOT-ld, that, by the natural attraction of simili- 
tude, we associate with men like ourselves, young, 
sprightly, and ignorant, and rate our accomplish- 
ments by comparison with theirs ; when we lave 
mce obtained an acknowledged superiority over 
our acqumntfHiees, ioiaginarion and desire ea^ly 
extend it over the rest of mankind, and if no afcci^ 
dent forces us into new emulations, we grow qAA^ 
and die in admhation of ourselves. '■''"^' 
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Vanity, thus confirmed in her dominion, readily 
listens to the voice of idl^iess, and soothes the slum- 
ber of life with continual dreams of excellence and 
greatness. A man, elated by confidence in his 
natural vigour of &ncy and sagacity of conjec- 
ture, soon concludes that he already possesaes 
whatever toil and inquiry can confer. He then 
listens with eagerness to the wild objections which 
folly has raised against the common means of im- 
provement; talks of the dark chaos of Indigested 
knowledge; describes the mischievous effects of 
heterogeneous sdences fermenting in the mind ; re- 
lates the blunders of lettered ignorance; expatiates 
on the heroic merit of those who deviate from pre- 
scripticHi, or shake off authority ; and gives vent to 
the inflations of his heart by declaring that he owes 
nothing to pedants and universities. 

All these pretensions, however confident, are 
very often vain. The laurels which superficial 
acuteness gains in triumphs over ignorance unsup- 
ported by vivacity, are observed by Loeke, to be 
lost, whenever real learning and rational diligence 
appear against her ; the sallies of gaiety are soon 
repressed by calm confidence; aod. the artifices 
of subtilty are readily detected by those, who, hav- 
ing carefully studied the qneetion, are not. easily 
confounded or surprised. 

But, though the contemner of books had nether 
been deceived by others not himself, and was really 
hvfn with a genius surpassing the ordinary abiliUes . 
<^..m^kind; yet surely such gifts of providence 
Hfijiy be more properly. urged as incitements to la- 
bour, than encouragements to negligence. He that 
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n^lects tbe culture of ground naturally ferUIe, is 
more shamefully culpaUe, than he whose field, 
would scarcely recompense, his husbandry. 

Cicero remarks, that not to know what has been 
transacted in former times, is to continue always a 
child. If no use is made of tbe labours of past ages, 
the world must remain always in the infancy of 
knowledge, The discoveries of every man must 
terminate in his own advantage, and the studies of 
every age be employed on questions which the past 
generation had discussed and determined. We may 
with as little reproach borrow science as manufac- 
tures from our ancestors ; and it is as rational to live 
in caves till our own hands have erected a palace, 
as to reject all knowledge of architecture which our 
understandings will not supply. 

To the strongest and quickest mind it is far easier 
to learn than to ihvent. The principles of arithme- 
tic and geometry may be comprehended by a elpse 
attention in a few days ; yet who can flatter himself 
that the study of a long life would have enabled him 
to discover them, when he sees them yet unknown 
to so many nations, whom he cannot suppose less 
liberally endowed with natural reason, than the 
Grecians or Egyptians ? 

Evety sdence was thus far advanced towards per- 
fection, by the emulous diligence of contemporary 
students, and tbe gradual discoveries of one age im- 
proving on another. Sometimes unexpected flashes 
of instruction were struck out by tbe fortuitous col- 
liuon of happy intndents, or any involuntary concur- 
rence of ideas, in which the philosopher to whom- 
they happened had no other merit than that of 
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knowing tbrar value, and transmitting, undouded, ■ 
to posterity, that light which had been kindled by 
causes out <^ bis power The happiness of these 
casual illuminations no man can promise to himself 
because no endeavours can procure them; and 
therefore whatev» be our abilities or amplication, 
we must submit to learn from others wbat perhaps 
would have lain hid for ever from human pebetra- 
tion, bad not some remote inquiry brought it to 
view ; as treasures are thrown up by the plou^- 
mui Mid the digger in the rude exercise of thdr 
common occupations. 

The man whose genius qualifies him fix great 
undertakings, must at least be content to learn from 
books tiie present state of human knowledge ; that 
he may not ascribe to himself the inviwtion of arts 
generally known ; weary his attention with experi- 
ments of which the event has been long registered ; 
and waste, in attempts which have already suc- 
ceeded or miscarried, that time which might have 
been spent with usefulness and honour upon new 
undertakings. 

But, though the study of books is necessary, it 
is not 8u£5ci«it to constitute literary eminence. He 
that wishes to be counted among the beneftctors of 
posterity, must add by his own toil to the acquisi- 
tions of his ancestors, and secure his memory from 
D^ect by some valuable improvement. This can 
<Hily be effected by looking out upon the wastes o£ 
the intellectual world, and extending the power of 
Icfouing over re^ns yet undisciplined and bar- 
barous ; or by surveying more exactly our anci«it 
dominions, and driving ig^oianoe ihwi the fov* 
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tresses and retreats where she skulks undetected 
and undisturbed. Every sdence has its difficulties 
which yet call for solution before we attempt new 
systems of knowledge; as every country has its 
forrats and marsbes, which it would be wise to cul- 
tivate and drain, before distant ccdonies are pro- 
jected as a necessary discharge of the exuberance 
of inbabitants. 

No man ever yet became great by imitation. 
Whatever hopes for the veneration of mankind must 
have inventiou in the deugn or the exeeutim; 
either the effect must itself be new, or the means 
hy which it is produced. Either truths hitherto 
unknown must be disoovoed, or those wbidi axe 
already known euforoed hy stronger evidence, fact- 
litated by clearer method, or elucidated by brighta 
Ulustrations. 

Fame cannot spread wide or endure long that k 
not rooted in nature, and manured by art. That 
which hopes to resist the Mast of malignity, and 
stand firm against the attadcs of time, must contain 
in itself some <iriglnal principle of growth. The 
repatati(»i which arises from the detail or trans- 
portation (^ borrowed sentiments, may spread foe 
a whUe. like ivy on the rind of antiquity, but will 
be torn away by accident or contempt, and 8ulfo«d 
to rot unheeded on the ground. 
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No. 155. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 17fil. 



' '■■■ SteriUt trarumitimut aniiot, 

JImc orut ntihi prima dia, hoc limina viiir-—^BTAT, 

——Our banea jears are put ; 

Be this of life thefint, of sloth the Ust.—^BLFRiH9T0v. 



Ko weakness of the human mind has more frequent- 
ly incurred animadversion, than the negligence 
with which men overlook their own fiiults, however 
flagrant, and the easiness with which they pardon 
them, however frequently repeated. 

It seems generally believed, that ' as the eye can- 
not see itself, the mind has no faculties by which 
it can amtenQplate its own state, and that therefore 
we have not means of beoHuing acquainted wiUi 
our real characters ; an ojunion which, like innu- 
merable other postulates, an inquirer finds himself 
inclined to admit upon very little evidenoe, beoauie 
it affords a ready soluticm of many ^fficulties. It 
will explain why the greatest ^ilities irequently 
fail to promote the happiness of those who possess 
them ;. why those who cao distinguish with the ut- 
most nicety the boundaries o£ vice and virtne.-snC- 
fer them to be confounded in their own conduct ; 
why the active and vigilant resign their a£^3 in^ 
pUdtly to the management of others ; and why 
the cautious and feariiil make hourly approaches 
towards ruin, without one sigh of solicitude or 
struggle for escape. 
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Wheti a position teema thus, with commodious 
consequences, who can without regret confess it to 
be false? Yet it is certain that dectaioiers have in- 
dulged a disposition to describe the dominion of the 
passions as extended beyond the limits that nature 
assigned. Self-love is often rather arrogant than 
Mind : it does not hide our faults from ourselves, 
but persuades us that they escape the notice of 
others, and disposes us to recent censures lest we 
should confess them to be just. We are secretly 
consdous of defects and vices, which we hope to 
conceal from the public eye, and please ourselves 
with innumerable impostures, by which, in reality, 
nobody is deceived. 

In proof of the dimness of our internal sight, or 
the geneod inability of man to determine rightly 
concerning his own character, it is common to urge 
the aiccess of the most absurd and incredible flat- 
tery, and the resentment always raised by advice, 
however soft, benevolent, and reasonable. But 
flattery, if its operation' be nearly examined', will 
be found to owe its acceptance, not to our ignorance 
bat knowledge of our ftulures,' and to delight us 
iBther as it consoles our wants than displays our 
possessions. He that shall solicit the favour of his 
patron 1^ praising him for qualities which he can 
find in himself, will be defeated by the more daring 
panegyrist who enriches him with adscititious ex- 
cellence. Just praise is only a debt, but flattery is 
a pres«it. The acknowledgment of those virtues 
on which conscience congratulates us, is a tribute 
that we can at any time exact with confidence ; but 
the celebration of those which we only feign, or 
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desire without any vigorous endeavour^ to attain 
titeai, a received as a confession of soverdgnty ovm- 
r^ioos never conquered, as a favourable decision of 
disputable claims, and is more welcome as it is 
more gratuitous. 

Advice is offensive, not because it lays us open 
to unexpected regret, or convicts us of any fault 
which bad escaped our notice^ but because it shows us 
that we are known to others as well as to ourselves ; 
and the offidous monitor is persecuted with hatred, 
not because his accusation is false, but because he 
assumes that superiority which we are not willing 
to grant him, and has dared to detect what we de- 
sired to conceal. 

For this reason advice is commonly in^ectual. 
If those who follow the call of their desire^, without 
inquiry whither they are going, had deviated igno- 
rantly from the paths of wisdom, and were rushing 
upon dangers unforeseen, they would readily lis- 
ten to information that recals them from their 
errors, and catch the first darm by which destruc* 
tioQ or in&my is denounced. Few that wander in 
the wrong way mistake it for the right, they only 
find it more smooth and flowery, and indulge their 
own choice rather than approve it : therefore few 
are persuaded to quit it by admonition or reproc^, 
since it impresses no new conviction, nor confov 
any powers of acticm or resistance. He that is 
gravely infOTmed how soon profusicm will annihilate 
his fortune, bears with Uttle advantage what he knew 
liefore,. and catches at the next occasion of expence, 
because advice has no force to sup{H'ess his vanity. 
He that is told how certunly intempefance will 
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huny bim to die grave, niiu with his uinal speed 
to a new course oi luxury, becauie Ins retaon ii 
not invigorated, nor bis appetite weakened.- 

The mischief ' of flattery is, not that it pemudei 
any man that he is what he is not, but that it sup- 
presses the influence of honest ambition, by raiung 
an opinion that honour may be gained without the 
toil of merit ; and the benefit of advioe arises com* 
monly not from any new light imparted to the mind* 
but from the discovery which it aflbrds of the pub- 
lic suflrages. He that could withstand conscienoe 
is flighted at infiimy, and shame prevails when rea- 
son is d^ated. 

As we all know our own faults, and know then 
commonly with many aggravations which human 
perspicacity cannot discover, there is, perhaps, no 
man, however hardened by impudence or dissipated 
t^ kvity, sheltered by hypocrisy or blasted by 
di^race, who does not intend some time to review 
his ccHiduct, and to regulate the remainder of his 
life by the laws of virtue. New temptations indeed 
atta<^ him, new invitations are offered by pleasure 
and interest, and the hour of reformation is always 
delayed ; every delay gives vice another opportunity 
of fortifying itself by habit; and the change of 
manners, though sincerely intended and rationally 
planned. Is referred to the time when some craving 
passion shall he fully gratified, or some powerful 
allurement cease its importunity. 

Thus procrastination is accumulated on procras- 
tlnatitx), and one impediment sucoeeds another, 
till age shatters our resolution, or death intercepts 
the project of amendment. Such is o£Cen the end 
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of sahitaiy iHirposes. after tbi^ have long ddigbted 
the imajpnaticui,. and appeased that disquiet which 
every mind feels from known misconduct. When the 
attrition is not divolsd by business or by pleasure. 

Nothing surely can be more unworthy of a reascai- 
lable nature, than to continue in a state so opposite 
to real happiness, as that all the peace of solitude, 
and felicity of meditation, must arise from resolu. 
dons of forsaking it. Yet the world will often affijrd 
examples c^ men, who pass months and years in a 
f»ntinual war with their own convictions, and are 
daily dragged by faabit, or betrayed by pasdon, into 
practices which they closed and opened thdr eyes 
with purposes to avoid; purposes which, though 
settled on conviction, the first impulse o( momen- 
tary desire totally overthrows. 

The influence of custom is indeed such, that to 
conquer it will require the utmost efibrts of forti- 
tude and virtue ; nor can I think any man more 
worthy of veneration and renown, than those who 
have burst the shackles of halntual vice. This vic- 
tory, however, has different degrees of gloiy aa o£ 
difficulty ; it is more heroic as the ofaj^ts of 
guilty gratification are more familiar, and the recur- 
rence of solicitation more frequent. He that, fit>m 
experience of the folly of ambition, resigns his (^ces, 
may set himself free at once from temptation to 
squander his life in courts, because be cannot regun 
his former station. He who is enslaved by an 
amorous passion, may quit his tyrant in disgust, 
and absence will, without the help of reason, over- 
come by degrees the desire of returning. But thcee 
appetites to-which every place affords their proper 
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object, and whidi require no preparatory measures 
or gradual advances, are more tenaciously adbesive ; 
Uie wish is so near the enjoyment, that compliance 
often precedes consideration, and, b^re the powers 
of reason can be summoned, the time for employ- 
ing them is past. 

Indolence is tber^re one of the vices from 
which those whom it once infects are seldom re* 
formed. Every other spedes of luxuiy operates 
upon some appetite that is quickly satiated, and 
requires some concurrence of art or acddent which 
every place will not supply ; but the desire of ease 
acts equally at all hours, and the Iwger it is in- 
dulged is the more increased. To do nothing is in 
every man's power ; we can never waotan opportu. 
nity of omitting duties. The lapse to indolence is 
soft and imperceptible, because it is only a mere 
cessation of activity ; but the return to diligence 
is difficult, because it implies a change from rest 
to motion, fn»n [wivation to reality : 



FaeilCt descensus avemi: 
KiieUs atqae dies patet atrijaima iiiis ; 
Sed revocare gr^tUon, Jupmujar tvadere ad auras. 
Hoc opus, hie labor est, viBO. 

The gates of Hell are open ni^t and day ; 
Smooih the descent, and easj ia the way ; 
Bat to tetnrn, and view tlie cJieaflil sides. 
In tbiB the tuk and mighty Umur lies.— — oetden. 

Of this vice, as of all others, every man who in- 
dulges it is consdous : we all know our own state, 
if we could be induced to consider it, and it might 
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peritap* be ntefol to tbe conquest of all ttieae en- 
tntren of the mind, if. at certain stated day^ life 
was reviewed. Many things necessuy are omitted, 
because we vainly imagine that they may be always- 
performed ; and what cannot be done witboat pain 
will for ever be delayed, if the time of doing it be 
left unsettled. No oHToptioa is great but by leng 
negligence, which cui scarcdy prevail in a mind 
ngulaiiy and frequently awakened by periodical 
remorse. He that thus breaks his life into parts, 
mil find in himself a desire to distinguish every 
stage of his existence by some improvement, and 
delight himself with the approach of the day of 
reccUection, as of the time which is to begin a new 
series of virtue and Micity. ^ 
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No. 15a SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1761. 

iMMfMM Mid Mtara, siiMri tapimtia dkUf—^vr. 
For irisdom ever eclioei Nature's rdce. 

Evert goverament, say the politiduu, is per- 
petually degenerating towards corruption, from 
which it must be rescued at certain periods by the 
reanscitation of its first prindples, and the le-ata- 
Uisbment of its ori^al constitution. Erety un- 
mal body, according to the methodic pfaysidan^ 
is, by the predominanee of some exuberant quality, 
continually declining towards disease and death, 
which must be obviated by a seasonable reduction 
of the peccant humour to the just equipoise which 
health requires. 

In the same manner the studies of mankind, all 
«t least which, not being sut^ect to ligorou de. 
mOTistratiw), admit tbe influ»Ke of &ncy and ca- 
price, are perpetually tending to error and oon- 
liisi<Mi. Of tbegreat imnciplesof truth which the 
first speculatiflts discovered, the simplicity is em- 
barrassed by ambitious additions, or the evidence 
obscured by inaecarate argumentation ; and as Uicy 
descend fi-om one succession of writers to another, 
fike light tTBusmitted from room to room, they lose 
then strength and splendour, and fade /at last in 
total evanescence. 

The systems of lenrting therefore must be some- 
times reinewed, compfications analyzed into prin- 
dples, and knowledge disentai^led from opinion. 
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It is not alvays possible, without a close inspection, 
to separate the goiuine shoots of consequential rea- 
soning, which grow out of some radical postulate* 
from the branches which art has ingrafted on it 
The accidental prescriptions of authority, when 
time has procured them veneration, are often con- 
founded with the laws of nature, and those rules 
^ supposed coeval with reason, of wbidi the first 
rise cannot be discovered. 

Criticism has sometimes permitted fancy to dic- 
tate the laws by which fancy ought to be restrained, 
and fallacy to perplex the principles by which fallacy 
is to be detected ; her superintendence of others 
has betrayed her to negligence of herself ; and, like 
. the ancient Scythians, by extending her conquests 
over distant regions she has left her throne vacant 
to her slaves. 

Among the laws of which the desire of extend- 
ing authority, or ardour of promoting knowledge, 
has prompted the prescription, all which writers 
have received, ha^ not the same original right to 
our regard. Some are to be considered as funda- 
mental and indispensable, others only as useful and 
convenient ; some as dictated by reason and neces- 
sity, others as enacted by despotic antiquity;, 
some as invindbly supported by their conformity 
to the order of nature and operations of the intel- 
lect; others as formed by accident, or institute^ 
by example, and therefore always liable to dispute 
and alt»ation. 

That many rules have been advanced without 
consulting natui^ or reason, we cannot but suspect, 
when we find it peremptorily decreed l^ the ancient 
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masters, that " only three speaking personages should 
appear at moe upon the stage;" a law which, ss the 
Taiiety and intricacy of modem plays has made it 
impossible to be observed, we now violate without 
soiiplei aod» as experience proves, without inoon* 
venience. 

The original of this precept was merely acci- 
dental. Tragedy was a monody, or solitary song 
in honour of Bacchus, improved afterwuds into a 
dialogue by the addition of another speaker ; but 
the andents, remembering that the tragedy was at 
first pronounced only by one, durst not for some 
time venture beyond two; at last, whoi custom 
and impunity had made them daring they extend- 
ed their liberty to the admission of three, but 
restnuned themselves by a critical edict from fur- 
ther exorbitance. 

By what accident the number of acts was limited 
to five, I know not that any author has informed 
us ; but certainly it is not determinedby aay neces- 
sity arising eith^ Seom the nature of action, or pro^ 
priety of exhibition. An act is only the representa- 
tion of such a part of the buuness of the play as 
lODceeds in an unbroken tenca-, or without any 
intermediate pausa Nothing is more evident than 
that of every real, and by consequenoe of every 
dnmatic action, the intervals may be mfire or 
fewer than five ; and indeed the rule is upon the 
English stage evoy day broken in effect^ without 
any other mischief than that which arises from an 
absurd endeavour to oluerve it in appearance. 
Whenever the scene is shifted the act oewes, unoe 
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some time is neceasarilj supposed to dapse wfaUe 
tbe personages i^ the drama change th^ place. 

With no greater tight to our obedience have tbe 
critics confined tbe dramatic action to a certun 
nmnber of hours. Probability requires that the time 
of action should approach somewhat nearly to that 
of exhibition, and those plays will always be thought 
most happily conducted which crowd the greatest 
variety into the least space. But since it will fre- 
quently happen that some ddusion must be admit- 
ted, I know not where tiie limits of imaginatioii 
can be fixed. It is rarely observed that minds, not 
prepossessed by mechanical criticism, feel any ot 
fence fiiom the extension of the intervals between 
tbe acts ; nor can I concnve it absurd or impossibly 
that he who can multiply three hours into twelve 
or twenty-four, might imagine with equal ease a 
greater number. 

I know not wbeUier he that professes to regard no 
other laws than those of nature, will not be inclined 
to recnve tiagi-comedy to his protecti(Xi, whom, 
however generally oondemned, her own laurds have 
hitherto shaded from tbe Ailminations of criticism. 
For wbat is there in Uie mingkd dnuna whidi im- 
partial reason can condemn? The coanexioD oi 
important with trivial incidents, nnoe it is not only 
common bat perpetual in the world, may surely be 
allowed upon tbe stage, which pretoids only to be 
the mirnHT of life. The impropriety of suppressing 
passions befiire we hare raised them to the intoided 
agitation, and of diverting the expectation from an 
«ivent wfaidi we keep suspended only to raise it, may 
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be speciously urged. B|tt wil) not experience shew 
this olfjection to be rather subtle than just? Is it 
not (jratain that the tragic and comic affections 
have itfen moved alternately with equal force, and 
tha^ no plays have ofteqer filled the eye wi^h tears, 
and the breast with palpitation, than thpse Tv^bich 
fire Tari^ated with interiudes of mirth ? 

I do not however think it safe tp judge pf works 
of ganiui m«%ly by the event. Xbe resistless vi- 
oittitudes of the b«irt. this altwnate prevalence of 
mernment and solemnity, may sometimes be mq^ 
properly fscrUied to the' vigour of f^he writer tb«n 
tihejuatneM of the dengn: 9ncl> instead of vjn^ 
oatsng tngi-TCom^y by the suooe^s of Sbakespean^ 
we ought, perhaps, to pay new honours to (I^^ 
(zaoscendoit and unbounded genipt that cpuld 
preride orer the passions in sport ; wtw. to actuate 
the al&ctions, needed not the stow gradation cf 
common means, but eould fiU the hetrt with iur 
stantraieouB jollify or sorrow, and vary oiir dispo^ 
lion as he ohangad hii seHies. Perbape the e0M« 
even of Shakespeue's poetry might have been yef^ 
greater, had he not counteracted himH^: und we 
might have been more interested in tbe disties^f^ 
of his heroes, had we not been so frequently divert- 
ed by the jokes of his bufibons. 

There are other rules more fixed and obligatory. 
It is necessary that of every play the chief action 
should be sin^e ; for since a play represents some 
transaction, through its regular maturation to its 
final event, two actions equally important must 
evidently constitute two plays. 
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As the design of tragedy is toinstruett^ moving 
the passions, it must always have a hero^ a fetaoa- 
age apparently and incontestably superior to the 
rest, upon whom the attention may be fixed, and 
the anxiety suspended. For though, of two per. 
sons opposing each other with equal abilides and 
equal virtue, the auditor will inerltably, in timei 
choose his favourite, yet as that chcnoe must be 
without any cogency of conviction, the hopes or 
fears which it raises will be funt und languid. Of 
two heroes acting in confederacy against a commcm 
enemy, the virtues or dangers will give little 
emotion, because each claims our concern with 
the same right, and the heart lies at rest between 
equal motives. 

It ought to be the first endeavour of a writer to 
distinguish nature from custom ; or that which is 
established because it is right, irom that which is 
right only because it is established ; that he may 
neither violate essential principles by a desire oC 
novelty, nor debar himself from the attainment ctf 
beauties within his view» by a needless fear i^ 
tweaking rules which no literaiy dictator had au- 
thority to enact. 
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Na 157. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1751. 

— ~-'0( miiif 

flhune gieatljr InirtB w pvatlj help* msnldsd^— blfhinitok. 
7V> tA0 RAMBLER. 

*1K, 

Thouoh one of your correspondents has presumed 
to mention with some contempt that presence of 
attention and easiness of address, which the polity 
have long agreed to cdebrate aqd esteem, yet I 
cannot be persuaded to think them upwwthy ofr^^. 
gard or cultivation ; but am inclined to believe 
that, as we seldom value rightly what we have ne- 
ver known the misery of wanting, his judgment has 
been viti^«d by his happiness ; and that a natural 
exuberance of assumnce 1^ hindered him from dis- 
covering its exoell^we and use. 

This felidity, whether bestowed by constitution, 
or obtained by early, habitudes, I can scarcely con- 
template without «ivy. I was bred under a man of 
learning in the country, who inculcated nothing but 
the dignity of knowledge, and .the happiness of vir- 
tue. By frequency, of admonition; and coiifidence of 
assertion, he prevailed. upon me to believe, that the 
splendour of literature would always attract reye- 
rence, if not darkened by eorruptioij. I therefor^ 
pursued my studies with incessant industry, and 
avoided every, thing which I had been taught to con- 
sider either as vidous or tending to vice, hecause I 
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r^arded guilt and reproacb as inseparaUy united, 
and thought a tainted reputation the greatest 
calamitjr. 

At the university, I found no reason for changing 
my opinioti ; for though many among my fellow- 
students took the opportunity of a more remiss dis- 
cipline to gratify thdr pasfflons ; yet virtue preserved 
her natural superiority, and tho«e who ventured to 
neglect, were not suffMed to insult her. The am- 
bition of petty accomplishments found its way into 
the receptacles of learning, but was observed to 
seize comnibnty on those who either neglected the 
Mienoes or could not attain them ; and I was 
^erefore oonfirmed in the doctrines of my old 
nMster, and thought notiiing worUly of my care but 
th& means of gaining oe imparting knowledge. 

This purity of manners, and intensenesa of appli- 
(MtiMii soon extended my renown, and I was ap- 
ptflilded hy those, whose opinion I then thought 
unlikely t6 deceive me, as a young man that gave 
uncommon hopes of future eminence. My per- 
folrmfttices ih time reached my native province, 
and mjr relations ocAigratulated theinsdlves upcMt 
the new honours that wet« added to their fkmily. 

I returned home covtted with academical lau- 
rels, and fi^aught with critidsm and philosophy. 
The wit and the sdtcdar exdted curiosity, and my 
acquaintance was solicited by Innmerable invita- 
tioRs. To please will always be the wish of benevo- 
laice, to be admired must be the omstuit aim cf 
Ambition; and I therefore considered myself •■ 
about to receive the reward of my honest kibours, 
uid to find the efficacy of learning and of virtue. 
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The third day after my anival I dined at the 
haoffi of a gentlonan who had lummoned a multi- 
tude of his fiienda to the annual celelwatiM) of his 
wedding-day. I set ftHward with great exultati<Hi. 
and thought myself happy that I had an opportu- 
ni^ of displaying my knowledge to so niunerous 
an assembly. I felt no saise of my own insuffici* 
eocy, till, gtnng up stairs to the dining-room, I 
heard the mingled roar of obstreperous meniment 
I was, bowevor, disgusted rather than tenified, and 
went forward without dejectimi. The whcde com' 
pany rose at my Mitrance; but whm I saw so 
many eyes fixed at once upon me, I was blasted 
with a sudden imbecility, I ' was quelled by some 
nameless power wfaidi I found impossible to be rc>- 
sisted. My sight was dazzled, my cheeks glowed* 
my perceptions were confounded ; I was harassed 
by the multitude of eager salutations, and returned 
the common dvilities with hesitation and impro- 
priety ; the sense (rf* my own Uunden increased my 
confusion, and, bribre the exchange of ceremonicB 
allowed me to sit down, I was ready to sink undct 
the oppression of surprise ; my voice grew weak, 
and my knees trembled. 

The assembly then resumed their places* and I siit 
with my eyes fixed upon the ground. To the qncB- 
tiwis of 'cution^, or the appeals of comi^aisance, I 
could seldom answer but with negative monosyllfr 
bles, or professions of ignorance ; for the subjects <hi 
whidi 'they conversed, were such as are seldom dis- 
cussed in bo(^, and were Uierefore out of my range 
of knowledge. At length an old clergyman, who 
rightly conjectured the reason o( my conciseness, 
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relieved me by some questioiu about the present 
state of natural knovledge, and engaged me. l)y: ui 
appearance of doubt and oppositioti, in the ex{4icfr 
tion and -defence of the Newtonian philceophy. 

The consciousness of my own alnlities roused me 
from depression, and long &miliarity with my sub- 
ject enabled me to discourse with ease and vcdutH- 
lity ; but, however I might please myseIC I found 
Very little added by my demonstrations to the sa- 
tis&ction of the company ; and my antagouist, who 
knew the laws of conversation too well to detain 
their attention long upon an unpleasing topic, 
after he had commended my acuteness and com- 
prehension, dismissed the controversy, and resigned 
me to my former insignificance and perplexity. 

After dinner, I received from the ladies, who had 
heard that I was a wit, an invitation to the tea- 
table. I congratulated myself upon an opportuniQr 
to escape from the company, whose guety began 
to be tumultuous, and among whom several hints 
had been dropped of the uselessness of universities, 
the folly of book-learDing and the awkwardness of 
schcjus. To the ladies, therefore, I flew, as to a 
refuge from clamour, insult; and rusticity ; but 
ibund my heart sink as I approached their apart- 
ment, and Was again disooacerted l^ the ceremo- 
nies of entrance, and confounded by the necessity 
of encountering so many eyes atotK«. 

Wlien I sat down I considered tliat something 
pretty was always sud to ladies, and resolved to 
recover my credit t^ some el^ant observation or 
:^«ceful compliment. I applied myself to the re- 
arikction of all that I h*d read or heard in praise 
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of beauty, and endeavoured to aoeommodate some, 
dasncal compliment . to the present oocasion. I 
sunk into pro&und meditation, revolved tfae dia- 
ractav of the heroines of old, considered what- 
ever the poets have sung in thdr {uraise, and after 
having twrrowed and invented, chosen and le* 
jeeted a thousand sentiments, which, if I had ut- 
tered them, would not have been understood, I 
was awakened from my dream of learned gallantry, 
by the servant who distributed the tea. 

There are not many situations mcnre incessantly 
uneasy than that in which the man is placed who i« 
watching an opportunity to speak, without courage 
to take it when it is ofiWed, and who, though he 
resolves to give a specimen of his abilities, always 
finds some reason or other for delaying it to the 
next minute. I was ashamed of silence, yet could 
find nothing to say of elegance or importance equal 
to my wishes. The ladies, afraid of my learning, 
thought themsdves not qualified to propose any 
sul^ect t^ prattle to a man so famous for dispute, 
and there was nothing on either ride but imptu 
tienoe and vexation. 

In this conflict of dume, as I was re-assemUing 
my scattered sentiments, and, resolving to force my 
imagination to some sprightly sally, had just found 
a very happy compliment, by too much attention to 
my own meditations, I suffered the saucer to drop 
from my hand. The cup was broken, the lap-d(^ 
was scalded, a brocaded petticoat was stuned, and 
the whole assembly was thrown into tUsorder. I 
now considered all hopes of reputation as at an end. 
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ahd while tbey were consoling and assisting one 
another, stole away in ulenoe. 

-The misadventures of this unhappy day are not 
yet at an end ; I am aSnid of meeting the meanest 
of them that triumphed over me in this state of 
stupidity and contempt, and feel the same terrors 
encroaching up(Hi my heart at the sight oi those 
who have once impressed tiiem. Shame, above 
any other passion, propagates itself. Befwe those 
who have seen me confused, I can neva* appear 
without new confusion, and the remembrance of the 
weakness which I formerly discovered, binders me 
from acting or speaking with my natural force. 

But is this misoy, Mr Rambler, never to cease ? 
have I spent my life in study only to become the 
spoirt of the ignorant, and debarred myself from all 
the common enjoyments of youth to collect ideas 
which must sleep in silence, and form o[nnioiia 
which I must not divulge? Infonn me> dear -sir, 
by what means I may rescue my ftculties irom 
these shac^es of cowardice how I may nse to a 
level with my fellow-brings, recall myself from 
this languor of involuntaiy subjection to the ftee 
exertion of my intellectB, and add to die power of 
reasoning the liberty of speiech. 

I am, ^, &c. 

VEEECUNDCLUS. 
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Qrammatiei certant, et adhuc tvhjndtee Ut ttt. < BOK. 

Critics yet contend. 

And of thdr rain diaputii^ find no did.— tbancii. 

CBiTicisM, though dignified ftcua the eU' 
liest ages by the laboun of men eminent &r 
knowledge and sagadty, and, since Hae revival of 
polite literature, the &VDuiite study of European 
scholars, has not yet attained the certainty and 
stability of science. The rules hitherto received 
are seldom drawn from any settled principle or 
self-evident postulate, or adapted to the natural 
and invariable constitution <^ things; but will he 
found, upon examination, the arbitrary edicts of 
legislators, authorized only by themselves, who, out 
of various m^ans by which the same end may 
be attained, selected sudi as happened to occur 
to their own reflection, and then, by a law which 
idleness and timidity Were too willing to obey, 
prohibited new exp^ments of wit, restrained fancy 
from the indulgence of her innate inclination to 
hazard and adventure, and condemned all future 
flights of genius to pursue the path of the Meonian 
eagle. 

This authority may be mrtre justly opposed, as it 
is apparently derived from tbem whom they endea- 
vour to control ; for we owe few of the rules of 
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wridng to the acuteness of critics, who have ge- 
neratly no other merit than that, having read the 
worlu of great authors with attention, they have 
observed the arrangement of their matter, or the 
graces of their expression, and then expected ho- 
nour and reverence for precepts which they never . 
could have invented ; so that practice has introduced 
rules, rather than rules have directed practice. 

For this reason the laws of every species of writ- 
ing have been settled by the ideas of him who 6r8t 
raised it to reputation, without inquiry whether 
his performances were not - yet susceptible of im- 
provement. The excellendeB and &ults of cele- 
brated writers have been equally recommended to 
posterity ; and so far has blind reverence prevailed, 
that even the number of their books has been 
thought worthy of imitation. 

The imagination of the first authors of lyric 
poetry was vehement and rapid, and their know- 
ledge various and extensive. Living in an age 
when science had been little cultivated, and when 
the minds of their auditors, not bang accustomed 
to accurate inspection, were easily dazzled by 
glaring ideas, they applied themselves to instruct, 
rather by short sentences and striking thoughts, 
than by regular argumraitation ; and, finding atten- 
tion more successfully excited by sudden sallies 
and unexpected exclamations, than by the more 
artful and placid beauties of methodical deduction, 
they loosed their genius to its own course, passed 
from one sentiment to another without expressing 
-the intermediate ideas, and roved at large over the 
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ideal world with such lightness and i^lily, that 
their footsteps are scarcely to be traced. 

From this accidental peculiarity of the ancient 
writers the critios deduce the rules <^ lyric 
poetry^ which they have set free ftmn all the laws by 
which other compositions are confined, and allow to 
Delect the niceties of trandtion, to start into re- 
mote digressions, and to wander without restraint 
from (»ie scene of imagery to. another. 

A writer cf later times has, by the vrvadty of lui 
essays, reconciled mankind to the same licentious- 
nesa in short dissertations ; and he therefwe who 
wants skill to form a plan, or diUgenoe to pursue 
it, needs only entitle his performance an essay, to 
acquire the right of heaping tc^ether the coUeo- 
tions of half his life, without order, coherence, or 
projHiety. 

In writing, as in life, fiiults are mdured without 
£^U8t when they are associated with transoendoit 
merit, and may be sometimes recommended to 
weak judgm^its by the lustre which they obtain 
from their union with ^Ecellence ; but it is the busi- 
ness of those who presume to superintmd the taste 
ex morals of manldnd, to separate ddusivc combi- 
nations, and distinguish that which may be praised 
from that which can <Hily be excused. As vices 
never promote bap[»ness, though^ when overpower- 
ed by more active and tame nnmoous virtue^ 
they cannot totally destn^ it; ao confonon and 
irregularity produce no beauty, though they cannot 
alwa3r8 obstruct the brightness of gnuus and learn- 
ing. To proceed from one truth to another, and 
OMUwct distant propositiras by regular ooas^ 
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l^ueiices. i& the great prerogative of man. Indepen* 
dent and unccHineoted sentUnente flailing upon tfae 
mind in quick succession, m«y, for a time, delight 
Ixy tbeir novelty, but tbey differ &om systematical 
tesMHiing, at single notes from harmony, as glances 
of lightning from the radiance c^ the sun. 

When roles are thus drawn, rather from preee> 
dents than reason, there is dango* not only from 
the fiiults of an author, but from the errors of 
those who eritioise his works; since they may often 
misleBd thdr pupils by &lse representations, as the 
Cioeronian8 of the sixteenth century were betrayed 
into barbarisnu! 1^ corrupt copies of their dariing 



It is estaUisbed at ^esent, that the praSmial lipes 
of a poem, in which the general subject is pro- 
posed, must be void of glitter and embel^shincntr 
'^ The first linies of Paradise Lost," ^ys Addison, 
" lae perlups as plsin, simple, and unadorned, at 
** any of tbc whole poem, in which particular the 
** antbcw has eonfermed himself to the example of 
** Homer, end the precept of Horace:'* 

This ohaanniaaa seems to ba^ been made by an 
inqdirat adoption of the common opinion, without 
eonridwcBtioD either of the precept or examine. 
&id Horace been consulted, he would have been 
fbwid to dimi; oQly what should be oHnprised in 
the propositiont not how it should be expressed; 
and to hacn commended Homer in (^position to a 
.nMner poet, not for the gradual etevatibn of .his 
diotidn^ but the judidous expansion of hh plan ■ 
iMtdi9pM|ring Mapmrnised events, not for produdng 
lumpecbed rcj^aixnes ; 
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' . — ■' ^MCtoM dehine mineida promil, 
Antifkaten, SeyUamquej Sf cum Cyclope Charybdim. 



But ftom B clmid of smoke lie breaks to light. 
And pours hu apecknu mirades to lif^t; 
Antl^wtca U>, hideoHt ftut dewaaa, 
durybdk twrk^ and Polyphemiu Tomj—nkucis. 

If tbe exordial mh«8 <tf Homer be i09|qp«i«d with 
the rest of the poR, th^y wiU not appear Femarkp 
able for plainness or simplicity, but rath«: emi- 
noQtfy ad<unwd teoA iUiuninated : 

IlfAAair y irifM-m Otr cfM, luu' >i*i tyw 
n*XA« 3* iy ir varTf Wifhr itAyM or aalit dv^>, 

'AAa' *w}' ■( ErcgHf iffiiriilt, Hfttiit wt^' 
AvTS»,y.i{ r^ilijiirn JnuHiihijrit aXttJi' 
Nainet, w sar^ ptZf inrifitil^ HiA/sm 
''M^ftr* «vr«{ • TwnT s^i/AtTt litiftn Hffit' 
Tm Aftittr yf, Sis, Svyurt^ Aiitt *<«* fiJ «^i'< 

The mtn, for wiadom'i variom arts renomi'd. 
Long excKued in woe«, muse I tCMond. 
Who, when his arm» had wrought the destin'd &11 
Of iscred Tny, and raz'd her heay'n-built wall, 
Wand'iing flnon clime to clime observant stiaj'd. 
The niannen noted, and their itatea nirvey'd ; 
On storm; seas uiinamher'd ttula he bote. 
Safe with his friends to gain his natal shore : 
Vain toils ! their impious fblly dar'd to prey 
On herds devotod to the god of day : 
The god vindictive doom'd them never more 
(Ah ! men unbless'd) to touch that natal shore. 
O snatch some portion of these acts from &te, 
Cdestial miue ! and to our varU relate.^— fofe. 
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The first verses of the Hiad are in like manner 
particularly splendid, and the proposition of the 
£neid closes with dignity and magnificence not 
often to be found even in the poetry of VirgiL 

The intent of the introduction is to raise expecta- 
tion, and suspend it ; something therefore must be 
discovered, andsomethingoonceoled; and the poet; 
while the fertili^ of his invenljjto is yet unknown, 
may properly recommend himself by the grace c^ 
his language. 

He that reveals too much, ex promises too little ; 
he that never irritates the intellectual appetite, or 
that immediately satiates it, equally defeats his 
own purpose. It is necessary to the plotsure of the 
reader, tiiat the events should not be anticipated, 
and bow then can his attention be invited, but by 
grandeur of expression ? 
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No. 169. TXJESDAY, SEPTEMBEE 21, 1751. 

Sunt verba et voces, qnibut hunt lenire dohretn 
Fatfir, -et magnam morbi deponere partem, hob. 

T^e pifwa of vordi, and soothing Bounds, appease 
The n^ng pwn, wnd leBsen the diaease.— — PK^vcta. 

The imbedli^ with which Verecundulus com- 
fJains that the presence of a numerous assembly 
freeses his Acuities, is particulariy ioddoit to the 
studious part of mankind, whose educatiMi neces- 
sarily secludes theoi in thnr earlier years from 
mingled converse, till, at their dismission from 
schools and academies, they plunge at once into 
the tumult of the world, and, coming forth fr(Hii 
the gloom of solitude, are overpowered 1^ the blaze 
of public life. 

It is, perhaps, kindly provided hy nature, that as 
the feathers and strength of a bird grow together, 
and her wings are not completed till she is able to 
fly, so some proportion should be preserved in the 
humankind between judgment imd courage; the 
preciintation of inexperience is therefore restrained 
by shame, and we remain shackled by timidity, till 
we have learned to speak and act with.projuiety. 
- I believe few can review the days of their youth, 
without recollecting temptations, which sbam^ ra- 
ther than virtue, enabled them to resist ; and o{u- 
nions which, however enroneous in thw principles, 
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and dangerous in their consequences, tbey have 
panted to advance at the hazard of coDtempt and 
hatred, when they found themselves irresistibly . 
depressed by a languid anxiety, which seized them 
at the moment of utterance, and still gathered 
strength from their endeavours to resist it. 

It generally happens that assurance keeps an even 
pace with atHlity, and the fear of miscairiage, which 
hinders our first attempts, is gradually dissipated 
as our skill advances towards, certunty of success. 
That bashfiilness, therefore, which prevents dis- 
grace, thst short and temporary 9bfune, whidi 
securesus fjcom the . danger of lasting reproach, can- 
not be propedy counted among, our misfortunes. 
. Bashfulness. . however it may incommode for a 
moment scarcely ever produces evils of long con- 
tinuance.;, it may flush the. cheek, flutter in the 
heart,, dejedt th^.^es, and enchain the toagae, but 
its mischiefs soon pass off without rememfaranoe. 
It may .sometimes exdude pleasure^ .but seldom 
opens any avenue to sorrow or remorse. It is ob- 
served somewhere that ** few have repented of having 
forborne to speak." 

, To excite, opposition, and inflame malevdenoe, 
is the unhapi^ privilege of courage m^e airo^mt 
by consdousness of strength. No man.finds.in 
himself any inclination to attack or oppose. him 
who confesses hn superiority by blushing, in his 
presence, Qualities exerted with apparent fearful- 
pess, receive applause from every voice, and sup- 
port Aom .every band. Diffidence may check 
resolution and obstruct performance, but coropen* 
sates its embartasranenta by more important advan- 
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tages \ it condliates the proud, and aoftens Uie 
severe, averts envy from- excdlence, and cenune 
fiotn miscarriage. 

It may indeed happen that knowledge and virtue 
remain too long congealed l^ this frigorific power, ' 
08 the -principles of vegetation are sometimes ob- 
structed by lingering frosts. He that entars l^te 
into a public station, though with all the abilities 
requisite to the discharge of his duty, will find his 
powers at first impeded by a timidity which he him- 
self knows to be vicious, and must struggle long 
agmnst dejection and rductance, before he obtains 
the full oomtnand of his own attention, and adds 
the gracefulness of ease to the dignity of merit 

For this disease of the mind I know not whether 
any remedies of much efficacy can be found. To 
advise a man unaccustcnned to the eyes of multi- 
tudes to mount a tribunal without perturbation, to 
tell him whose life was passed in the shades of con- 
templation, that he must not be disconcerted or 
pa^lexed in receiving and returning the compli- 
ments of a splendid assembly, is to advise an inhabi- 
tant of Bradl or Sumatra not to shiver at an EngUsh 
winto', or him who has always lived upon a plain 
to look from a predpice without emotion. It is to 
suppose custom instantaneously controllable by 
reason, and to endeavour to communicate, by pre- 
cept, that which only time and habit can bestow. 

He that hopes by philosophy and contemplation 
alone to fortify himself against that awe which all, 
at their iSrst appearance on the stage of life, must 
feel from the spectators, will, at the hour of Aeed, 
be mocked by his resolution ; and I doubt whether 
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tht preiemtiTes whidi Plato relates AlciUades to 
haTe received from Socrates, when he was about to 
speak in public, proved suffident to secure him 
horn the powerful &sciiiation. 

Yet, as the effects of time maj by art and in- 
durtry be accelerated <x retarded, it cannot be 
improper to consider how this tnMiUesome instinct 
may. be opposed when it exceeds its just proportion, 
and, instead of represung petulance and temerity, 
silences eloquence, and debilitates force; since, 
though it cannot be lioped that anidety should be 
immediately dissipated, it maybe at least somewhat 
abated; and the passions will cerate with less 
violence, when reason rises against tbem, than 
while she either slumbers in neutrality, or, mis- 
taking her interest, lends them her assistance. 
- No cause more frequently produces bashfulness 
than too high an opinicm of our own impwtance. 
He that imagines an assembly filled with bis merit, 
pantivg with expectation, and hushed with atten- 
tion, easily terrifies himself with the dread of dis- 
appointing them, and strains his imaginatitm in 
pursuit of something that mi^ vindicate the veranty 
of &me, and show that his reputation was not 
gained by chance. He considers that what he 
shall say or do will never be forgotten ; ibat re- 
nown or infamy is suspended upon every syllabi^' 
and that nothii^ ought to fall from him which will 
not bear the test of time. Under such solici- 
tude, who can wonder that the mind is over- 
whelmed, and, by struggling with attempts above 
her strength, quickly sinks into languishment and 
despondency ? ' 
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The most useful mectidnes are often unpleanng 
to the taste. Those who are oppressed by thdr own 
reputation, will, perhaps, not be comforted by hear- 
ing that their cares are unnecessary. But the truth 
is> that no man is much regarded by the rest of the 
world. He that considers how little he dwells upon 
the condition of otbras, will leant how little the 
attention of others is attneted by himself. ' While 
we see multitudes passing before us, of whom, 
perhaps, not one appears to deserve our notice, or 
exdte our sympathy, ^e should remember, that we 
likewise are lost in the same throng ; that the eye 
which happens to glance upon us is turned in a mo. 
mentonhim that follows us. and that the utmost 
which we can reason^ly hope ot fear is, to fill s 
vacant hour with prattle, and be Jta^tten. 
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— — Inter »e cowenit.WiU, — —IW, .,■.,-• i : 

BeastB cpfeftch kind their fellows ^aie ; ' 
Bear Km in taotj widi bekr. 

" The woild," say* Lock^ " bu people of aU 
" sorts." As in the general huriy produced bpr the 
superfluities of same; and necessities of others, no 
man needs to stand still for want of epiployment, 
so in the innumenUile gradations of ability, and 
endless varieties of study and inclination, no ejm? 
ployment can be vacant for want of a man qualified 
to discharge it. 

Such is probably the natural state of the universe ; 
but it is so much deformed by interest and passion, 
that the benefit of this adaptation of men to things 
is not always perceived. The folly or indigence of 
those who set their services to sale, inctines them 
to boast of qualifications which they do not possess, 
and attempt business which they do not under- 
stand ; and they who have the power of asngning 
to others the task oi life, are seldom honest or 
seldom happy in their nomination. Patrons are 
corrupted by avarice, cheated by credulity, or over- 
powered by refiistless sotidtation. They are some- 
times too strongly influenced by htmest prejudices 
of fiiendship, or the prevalence of virtuous compas- 
sion. For, whatever ocx^ reason may direct, it is 
not easy for a man of tender and scrupulous good- 
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nc88 to overlook the immecUate effect of his oira 
actions, by turning his eyes upon remoter oonse- 
quoices^ and to do that which must give present 
pain, for the sake of.obviatiBg evil yet unfelt, or 
seicurihgadvantageiniiiA^tocDme. What is distant 
is in itself obscure, and; wbeb we have no wish to 
see it, easily- escapes our notice, or takes such a 
form as desire or- imagination bestows iipon it 

Every man might, fed* the same reasohi in the mul> 
titades- that swarm about him, find some kindred 
mind with Which he could umte in confidence and 
fliendthip'; yet wA* see many straggling single about 
the world,' unhappy for want- of an abodhtCi and 
pining' inlh ihe ' necessity of ctnfiiiing their soiti* 
nientv ttf their bwn bosoms. 

."This JncOnveniencie arisen in like manner, firom 
stmgg^ of the will against the understanding. It 
is not often ^fficultto find a suitable companbdt 
ff every man would be content with su^ as he is 
qualified to please. But if vanity t«mpts him to 
fonake bis rank, and post himself among those with 
whom no common interest ac mutual pleasure can 
ever wtite trim, he must always live in b state of Un- 
sodal separation, without- tenderness and without 
trust. ■ 

'There - are many ' mturea which can never ap- 
^oach within a certain ^stance, and which, when 
any irregular motive impels them- towards contact, 
seem'to' start back fhun each other by some invin- 
dUe repulsion. There are others which immedi-* 
4tely coberfr whenevtir they come into the reach of 
miltual KtbwJtion, aiM with very little formahty of 
pr^arationi nstegte intimately as soon as they meet; 
, Every man, whom either business or curiosily has 
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thrown at large into th« world, will retsdlect many 
instances of fondness and disUke, wliidi have forced 
themselves upon faim without the intervention of 
his judgment ; of dispositions to court some and 
avoid others, when he could asngn no reason for the 
preference, or none adequate to the vitdence of bis 
passions; of influoioe that acted instantaneously 
upon his mind, and which no argum^its w per- 
suasions could ever overcome. 

Among those with whom time and intercourse 
have made us familiar, we feel our afiections di- 
vided in diflferent proportions without much r^ard 
to moral or intellectual merit. Every man knows 
some whom he cannot induce himself to trust, 
though he has no reason to suspect that th^ would 
betray him ; those to whom he cannot oomplun, 
though III nevo: observed them to want compassion ; 
those in whose presence be never can be gay, though 
excited by invitations to mirtb and fieedom ; and 
those from whom he cannot be content to receive 
instruction, though they never insulted his igno- 
rance by contempt or ostentation. 

That much regard is to. be had to those mstincto 
of kindness and dislike, or that reason should blindly 
fc^ow them, I am far &om intending to inculcate : 
it is very certain, that l^ indulgence we may give 
them strengdi which they havenot from nature^ and 
almost evory example of ingratitude and treachery 
proves, that by obeying tfaem we may commit our 
happiness to those who are very unworthy of so great 
a trust. But it may deserve to be remarked, that 
since few contend much with their inclinations, it is 
gaierally vun to solicit the good- will oS those whom 
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we percave thus invohintarily alienated from us ; 
nather knowledge nor virtue will recondle^ anti-' 
pathy, and though offidousness may for a time be 
admitted, and diligence applauded, they will at last 
be dismissed with coldness, or discouraged by ne-' 
gleet. 

Some have indeed an occult power of steding 
nyaa the afiedions, of exdting univcnal beievo* 
lenpe, and dispoung every- heart to fimdneu and 
firiendship. ' Bat this is a felicity granted uily to ihe- 
fovourites of nature. The greater part of mankind' 
find a differrait reception finm different dispotttiona ; 
tfaey sometimes obtain unexpected cuesses from 
those whom they never fiatto^ with uncommon 
r^ard, and sometimes exhaust all thnr arts of 
pleasing without efiect. To these it is necessary to- 
look round, and attempt every breast in wbidi thty 
find virtue snffident for the foundation -of fnend< 
ship ; to enter into the crowd, and try whom chance 
wHl o£^ to dieir notice; till tfaey fix on some tem- 
par congenial to their own, as the magnet rdled in 
^e duat coUeots the iragopents of its kindred metal. 
from a thousand particles of other substances. 

Every man must have remarked the fadlity with' 
which the kindness of otiiers is sometimes gamed- 
by those to whom he never could have imparted- 
Ids own. We ate by our occupations, education,, 
and habits of life, divided almost into different 
speda, which regard one another, for the most 
part, with scorn and malignity. Each of these 
dasses of the human race has desire^ fears, and 
conversation, vexations and merriment peculiar to 
itself; cares which another cannot feel ; pleasures 
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vrl^di he cannot pacl»kei;.<aQd modes of expresuqg 
every sensation whicb be cannot understand. That 
frolic which shalus one man with laughter, will con- 
Tulse anothermth indignation; the strain ofjoculari- 
ty which in one place obtuns treats and patronage 
would in another be beard with indifierenoe, and in 
a-third wkh mbhorrenoe. 

To raise esteem we must bmefit others, to procure 
love we must' please th^m. Aristotle observes, that 
dd men do 'not readily form friendffiips, Hecanw 
fiiey me- hot easily susceptible of- pl^ure. He 
tiiat can wmtribnte to the hilarity of the'vacant 
hour, or partake with eqaal gust the ftvourite 
amusement; he -wbose tziind is employed on the 
same objects,' arid viho ther^bre never baiasses tiie 
understandiiig with uniUJcustomed idetis, will be 
welcbbied wtth ardour, andJeft With regret, unless 
he destroys those recbmmendatioDS byftults-wiA 
whJeU peace and security easMHit connst 

' It'were happy; if, in fcn-mmg frien&sbips, virtue 
oduld concur with ^easuie; but the greatest part 
of fauman grstificaitioBS appoach so nearly to v'tei, 
that few who make the del^ht of others their rule 
of conchtet, cui avoid dbingeDnous compliances ; 
yet certainly he tfaat'vo&tstiunsdf to bA driven or 
idliued'from viituej onstakev his own interest, ance 
hft g^ns' succour by means, for which his friend, if 
ever be becomes wise,' ibost' scoril him; and for 
whidi at last he miist sewn himself. ' 
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Pnil u the leaves that quiver m the ipnya, 
Like them man flooiiihes, like them decays. 



Me rambler. 

SIB, 

You have formerly obserr^d that oiriosity t^ten 
terminates in barren knowledge, and that the 
mind is prompted to study and inquiry rather by 
the uneasiness of ignorancei ttum the hope of pn^t 
Nothing can be of less importance to any present 
interest, than the fcMtune of those who have been 
long lost irt the grave, and from whom nothing now 
can be hoped or feared. Yet^ toivase the zeal of 
a true antiquary, little more is necessary than to 
tnention a name which mankind have conspired to 
fot^t : he will make his way to remote sc^es of 
acUon through obscurity and contradiction, as Tully 
sought amidst bushes and brambles the tomb of 
Archimedes. 

It is not easy to discover how it concerns him 
that gathers the produce, or receives the rent of an 
estatei to know through what ftmilies the land has 
passed, who is registered in the Conqueror's survey 
a$ itS' possessor, bow oflen it has been forfdted by 
treascm. or how bftto sold by prodig^ty. The 
powet of wedtb of the present inhabitants of a 
eountiy cannot be mwb increased by an inquliy 
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after the names of those barbarians, who destroyed . 
one another twenty centuries ago, in contests for 
the shelter of woods, or convenience of pasturage. 
Yet we see that no man can be at rest in the enjoy- 
ment of a new purchase rill he has learned the his- 
tory of his grounds from the ancient inhabitants of 
the parish, and that no nation omits to record Uie 
actions of their ancestors, however bloody, savage, 
and rapacious. 

The same disposition, as different opportunities 
call it forth, discovers itself in great or little things. 
I have always thought itunwortby of a wise man to 
slumber in total inactivity, only because be hap- 
pens to have no employment equal to his ambition 
or genius ; it is therefore my custom to apply my 
attention to the otgects before me, and as I cannot 
think any place wholly unworthy of notice that 
aSbrds a habitaticHi to a man of letters, I have col- 
lected the histMy and antiquities of the several' 
garrets in which I have resided. 

Qtiantillacinigite tifit, vot tgo mogna BOea. ■ 
How KnaU to others, but how great to me i 

Many of these narratives my industry has been 
able to extend to a considerable length ; but the 
woman with whom I now lodge has lived only 
eighteoi months in the bouse, and can give no ac- 
count of its ancient revolutions ; the plasterer hav- 
ing, at her entrance, obliterated, by his white-wash, 
all the smoky memorials which former tenants had 
kft upui the ceiling, and perhaps drawn the vol of 
obBvko over pditidans, j^Uosopbers, and poets. 
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When I first cheapened my lodgings, the land- 
lady told m^ tbai she hoped I was not an nithor* 
for the lodgers on the first floor had stipulated that 
the upper rooms should not be occupied by a noisy 
trade. I very readily promised to give no disturb, 
ance to her family, and soon dispatched a baigun - 
on the usual terms. 

I had not slept many nights in my new apart- 
ment before I began to inquire after my predeoes- 
SOTS, and found my landlady, whose imaginatitm is 
filled chiefly with her own afiiurs, very ready to give 
me information. 

Curiosity, like all other desires, produces pain as 
well as pleasure. Before she began her narrative 
I had heated my head with expectations of adven- 
tures and discoveries, of elegance in disguise, and 
learning in distress ; and was somewhat mortified 
when I heard that the first tenant was a tailor, of 
whom nothing was remembered but that be com- 
pl^ned (^ his room for want of light ; and, after 
having lodged in it a month, and paid only a week's 
rent, pawned a piece of doth which he was trusted 
to cut out, and was forced to make a precipitate 
retreat from this quarter of the town. 

The next was a young woman newly arrived 
froin the country, who lived for five weeks with 
great regularity, and became by frequent treats 
very much the fiivourite of the &mily, but at last 
received visits so frequently from a cousin in 
Cbeapside, that she brought tbe reputation of the' 
house into danger, and was therefore dumissed with 
good advice. . 
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-. The room then stood empty for a fortnight ; my 
landlady began to think that she had judged hardly, 
and often wished for such another lodger. At las^ 
an elderly man of a grave aspect read the bill, and 
bargained for the room at the very €rst price' that 
was asked. He Uved in close retirement, seldom 
Tvent out till evening, and then returned early, 
sometimes cheerful, and at otha" times dejected. 
It was remarkable, that, whatever he purchased, he 
never had small money in his pocket ; and, though- 
cool and tempnute on other occasions, was always 
vehement and stormy till he received bis change. 
He paid his rent with great exactness, and seldom 
&iled once a week to requite my landlady's dvility 
with a supper. At last, such is the &te of hudoan 
felicity, the house was alarmed at midnight -by the 
constable, whodemanded to search the garrets. My 
landlady assuring him that he had mistaken the 
door, conducted him up stairs, where he found the 
tools of a coiner ; but the tenant had crawled along 
the roof to an empty house, and escaped ; much to 
the joy of my landlady, who declares him a very 
honest man, and wonders why any body should be 
hanged for making money when such numbers are in 
want of it. She however conf^es that she shall, for 
the future, always question the character of those 
who take her garret without beadng down the price. 
The Inli was then placed again in the window, 
and the poor woman was teas^ for seven weeks by 
innumerable passengers, who obliged her to climb 
with them every hour up five stories, and then dis- 
liked the prospect, hated the noise of a public 
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street, thought Uie atairB DarroWf objected to. K 
low ceiling, required the walU to behung with fi«3her 
paper, asked questions about the. neighbouTho9d» 
oould not think of living so &r frcm. their, sequaint^ 
ance, wished the windows, had looked to.the-Bopth 
rather than the west, told how the ^oor and dam-. 
ney might have been better disposed, bid her half 
the price that she asked, or promised . to givp her 
earnest the next day, and came no more. 

At last, a short meagre man, in a tarnished vust 
coat, desired to see the garret, and when he had sti- 
pulated for two long shelves, and. a larger tabl^ 
hired it at a low rate. When the affair was conir 
pleted, he looked round him. with great satisfaction, 
and repeated some words which the woman did .not 
understand. lu two days, he brought .a great box 
of books, took possession ^of his room, and lived very 
inoffensively, except that he frequently disturbed 
the inhabitants of the next Qoa by unseasonable 
noises. He was generally in bed at noon, but from 
evening to midnight be sometimes talked aloud 
with great vehemence, sometimes stamped as in 
rage, sometimes threw down his poker, then clat- 
tered bis chairs, then sat down in deep thought; 
and again burst out into loud vociferations ; some- 
times he would righ as opiwessed with misery, and 
sometimes shake with convulsive laughter. Wbra 
he encountered any of the &mily, he gave way or 
bowed, but rarely spoke, except that as he went up 
itairs be often repeated, 

— " "' Of vxifntTK iMftmrit miu. 
Thia habitant th' aerial n^iioni bontt. 
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hard words,' to which his neighbours Ustenitd io 
c^tettt that they learned them without understand- 
ing tbem. What was his employment she did not 
venture to ask him, but ,at tast heard a printer's 
boy inquire for the author. 

My landlady was very often advised to beware of 
this strange man, who, though he was quiet for 
the present, might perhaps become outrageous in 
the hot months ; but, as she was punctually paid, 
she could not find any sufSdent reason for dis- 
fnisnng him, till <me night he convinced her, by 
setting fire to his curtains, that it was not safe to 
baye an author for her inmate. 

She had then for six weeks a succession of te- 
nants, who left the house on Saturday, and, instead 
of paying their rent, stormed at thdr landlady. At 
last ^e took in two sisters, one of whom had spent 
her little fortune in procuring remedies for a lin- 
g«iog disease, and was now supported and attended 
by the other : she climbed with difBculty to the 
apartment, where she languished eight weeks with- 
out impatience, or lamentation, except for the ex- 
{lence and fatigue which her sister sufiEered, and 
then calmly and contentedly expired. The sister 
followed her to the grave, pud the few debts which 
tbe^ had contracted, wiped away the tears of useless 
sorrow, and, returning to the business of common 
life, resigned to me the vacant habitation. 

Such, Mr Rambler, are the changes which have 

' happened in the narrow s[>ace where my present 

fortune has fixed my residence. So true it is that 

amusement and instruction are always at hand for 
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those' who have skill and willingness to find them ; 
and, io just is the observation of Juvenal, that a 
single house will show whatever is done fx suffered 
ID the world. 

I am, Sir, &c. 



No. 168. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1751. 

Orbat e», if locui^M, Sf Bruto cotuide nofiu. 

Else tibi vma credit amicitiat ? , 

Stml vera ; ted guai Juvemt, qaai pauper habtbas, 
Qfui noma at, mmimn diligit ilie tvapi- Mait. 

Wlut ! old, and ricli, and childless loo. 
And yet bdiera your ftiends are true f 
Truth mi^t periupa to thoM bdong. 
To those who loved you poor and yolU^ ; 
But, tTOBt me, for die new yon have, 
• Thpyil love you deuly — in your grave. r. liwiS. 

One of the compUints uttered by Milton's Sam- 
son, in the anguish of blindness, i^ that be 
shall pass his life under the direction of others; 
that he cannot regulate his conduct by his own 
knowledge, but must He at the mercy of those who 
undertake to guide him. 

There is no state more contrary to the dignity 
of. wisdom than perpetual and unlimited depend- 
ance, in which the understanding lies useless, and 
every motion is received from external impulse. 
Beason is the great distinction of human nature, 
the &culty by which we ^proach to some degree 
of association with celestial intelligences; but as 

VOL. VI. K 
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the eiGcdkn(!e erf evety p<wer append only in its 
^periiHoiisi not to bate reasm, and to Itare It use- 
less and iinemployed, is nearly the batne. 

Such is the weakness or man, that the essence of 
things is seldom so fndch Regarded as external and 
accidental append^res. A small variation of trifling 
drcumstances a sligfat change of form by an arti- 
fidal dress, or a casual difiPerence of appearance, by 
a ne# light and ittuaUoii, *ill etiildUate a£E^tion 
or exdte afahtHTenee* and determine us to pursue 
or to avoid. Every man considelrs a becessity of 
compliance with any wiU but bis own, as the low- 
est state df ignominy and meatmess ; few stbaabx 
lost in cowardice or n^ligence, as not to rouse at 
the first insult of tyranny, and estert all their force 
agunst him wbo usurps thdr piDpeft^, <Mf iflvades- 
any privil^e of speech or action. Yet we 6e& often 
those who never wanted s[Hiit to repel encroach* 
ment or oppose violence, at last, by a gradual re- 
kxation of violence, delivering Upi without capita* 
latiot^ the fortress which they defended agunst 
assault, and laying doWn unbiddien the weapons 
which they grasped the hatdd* for erery ntteitipt to 
wrest them A-om their hands. Men eminiiit fiil^ 
spirit and wisdom often resign themselves to Volun*^ 
tary pupilage, and snfi^ their lives to be modelled 
by offietoUs ignorance^ and their ch<»ce to fab regu- 
lated by pKsuntptuous stupidity. 

This unresisting acquidscenee in the determiB» 
tlon of others, may be the consequence of apfUkiit 
tion to sotme study remote feora tbe beaten trade ef 
Kfe, some employitient which does not allow Idsure 
for sufficient inspection of those petty afifaiti, by 
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vhich nature has decreed a gtekt part of our dura* 
lion to be filled. To a mind thus withdrawn fh>m 
oommon objects, it is more dipble to repose on the 
prudence of another, than to be exposed every mo. 
ment to slight interruptions. The submission which 
Such confidence requires, is paid without pain, be- 
cause it implies no confessim of inferiority. The 
business fiY)m which we withdraw our cognizance 
is not above our abilities, but below our noUce. 
We please our pride with the eflfects of our influ- 
ence thus weakly exerted, and fancy oursdves 
placed in a higher orl^ fi»m whieb we relate 
subordinate agents by a slight and distant luperin- 
tendence. But, whatever vanity or abstraction may 
suggest, no man can safely do that by others which 
might be none by himself; he that indulges n^Ii- 
gence will quickly become ignorant of his own af- 
fiiirs ; and he that trusts without reserve will at last 
be decdved. 

It is, however, impossible bat that u the atten- 
^n tends strongly towards one thing, it must re- 
tire from another; and he that omits the f»re rf 
domestic business, because he is engrossed hy in* 
qoiries of more impwtance to mankind, has, at 
leas^ the merit of suffering in a good cause. But 
there are many who can plead no such extenuation 
of their folly ; who shake off the burden of their 
station, not that they may soar with less encum- 
brance to the heights of knowledge or virtue, 
but that they may loiter at ease and sleep in quiet ; 
and who select for fiiendship and coDfid«ice not 
the faithful and the virtuous, but the soft, the dvH, 
and compliant, 
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This openness to flattery is the common disgrace 
of declining life. Wlien men feel weakness increas- 
ing on them, they naturally desire to rest from the 
struggles of contradiction, the fatigue of reasoning, 
tfaeanxiety of circumspection ; when they are hourly 
tormented with pains and diseases, they are unable 
to bear any new disturbance, and consider all op- 
podtjon as an addition to misery, of which they 
feel already more than they can patiently endure. 
Thus desirous of peace, and thus fearful of pun, the 
old man seldom inquires after any other qualities 
in those whom he caresses, than quickness in con- 
jecturing his desires, activity in supplying his wants, 
dexterity in intercepting complaints before they ap- 
proach near enough to disturb him, flexibility to 
his present humour, submission to hasty petulance 
and attention to wearisome narrations. By these 
arts alone many have been able to defeat the claims 
of kindred and of merit, and to enrich themselves 
with presents and l^acies. 

Thrasybulus inherited a large fortune, and aug- 
mented it by the revenues of several lucrative em- 
ployments, which he discharged with honour and 
dexterity. He was at last wise enough to consider, 
that life should not be devoted wholly to accumu- 
lation, and therefore retiring to his estate, applied 
himself to the education of his children, and the 
cultivation of domestic happiness. 

He passedseveralyearsinthispleasing amusement, 
and saw his care amply recompensed ; his daughters 
wa« celebrated for modesty and elegance, and his 
sons for learning, prudence, and spirit. In time the 
eagerness with which the neighbouring gentlemen 
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courted his alliance, obliged him to resign his daugh- 
ters to ol^er fiunilies ; the TivBcity and curiosity of 
his sons burned them out of rural privacy into the 
open world, from whence they had not soon an in- 
clination to return. ' This, however, he had always 
hoped ; he pleased himself with the success of his 
schemes, and felt no inconvenience from solitude 
till an apoplexy deprived him of his wife. 

Tbrasybulus had now no companion ; and the 
maladies of increadng years having taken from him 
much of the power of procuring amusement for 
himself, he thought it necessary to procure some 
inferior friend, who might ease him of his econo- 
mical solicitudes, and divert him by cheerful con- 
versation. All these. qualities he soon recollected 
in Vafer, a derk in one of the offices over which he 
had formerly presided. Vafer was invited to visit 
his old patron, and being by his station acquainted 
with the present modes of life, and by constant prac- 
tice dexterous in business, entertained him with so 
many noveltie^ and so rmdily disentangled his aC< 
fairs, that he was desired to resign his clerkship, and 
accept a liberal salary in the house of Thra^bulus, 

Vafer, having always lived in a state of depend- 
ance, was well versed in the ^s by which fevour 
is obtained, and could, without repugnance or hesi- 
tation, accommodate himself to every caprice, and 
echo every opinion. He never doubted but to be 
convinced, nor attempted opposition but to flatter 
Thrasybulus with the pletaure of a victory. By this 
practice he found his way into his patron's heart, 
and, having first made himself agreeable, soon be- 
came importiuit His insidious diligence, by which 
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the lasiness oi age was gratified, engrossed the 
managemmt of afiurs ; and his petty Offices of ciH< 
Uty, and occarional intocessions, persuaded the 
tenants to consider him as their fiiend and bene- 
iactor, and to entnat his enforcement of tbdr re- 
presentations of hard years, and his countenance 
to petitions for abatement of rent 

TbrasybuluB bad now banqueted on flattery, till 
he could no longer bear the harshness of remon- 
strance or the insipidity of truth. Alt oontrarietjr 
to bis own opinion shoc^^ed bim like a violation of 
some natural right, and all recommendation of his 
a£&irs to his own inspecdon was dreaded by him as 
a summons to twture. His children were alarmed 
by the sudden riches of Vafer, but their complaints 
were heard by thor&ther with impatience, as the 
result of a conspiracy agunst his quiet, and a design 
to condenon him. for thor own advantage, to groan 
out bis last hours in perplexity and drudgery. The 
daughters retired with tesFs in their eyes, but the 
son ctmtinued his importunities till he found bis 
inberitanoe hazarded by bis obstinacy. Vafer tti* 
- umphed over all thar eflbrts, and, cmtinuing to 
confirm himself in authority, ftt the death <^ his 
master, purdiaied an estate^ und hade defiance to 
inquUy and Justice, 
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MMe nqierba patifattidia, tpemqu» eadmeam 
OetpUe; tnW iiM, mm mafitrt (iW.— aiNUA. 

Bow Ip DO pal^oii'i ituolence ; rd; 

On no &ail hope*, in freedom lire «d die.— f. lbwb. 

Noifi: «f the xraeltiss exenifiefl ly wealth and 
fowwr apoK iqii^fnee and dependanoe is worm 
Mlwibieraipt in its AOBsequence^, at m£><e fr^quendy 
practised with wanton negligence, than the encou- 
ragement of expectatifMis which are never to be gra- 
tified, and the elatii» and depression of the heart 
by needless rids^tudes of lu^ and disappointment. 

Every man is rich ee poor, according to the pro> 
portitm between his desires and enjoyments; any 
enlargement of wishes is therefore ec[uaUy destruc- 
' tive to happiness with the dimiDutton of possession; 
and he that teache? ano^r to long for what he 
never sb^ obtain* is po leas an enemy to his quie^ 
than if he had loUwd hiiii of part of his ptUiimony. 

B|it nepresentations thus refined e^ibit no ade< 
quateid^.of.tlvguilt of pretended friendship; <^ 
axtf&tm bf which foliowws aie attracted only to de- 
oanite tbe retuiue of pomp* and sveU ithe sbput of 
poi^ttlarity. tnA to be dismissed vtitix eonteoqtt and 
ig^omiay, when their JUnder has amcoeeded or mia* 
cvnied, srJhen he is siekof diow, and weary of ncise. 
WhUe a man iidmtuated mth lihe prwiisesof ^mt- 
neim maattfs Us ^iohtb and days in attendance and 
■otidtatka^ the hpnest oiifortwiitiei of improving 
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bis condition pass by without bis notice; be neglects 
to cultivate bis own barren soil, because he expects 
evoy moment to be placed in regions of sponta- 
neous fertility, and is seldom toused from bis de- 
lusion, but by the gripe of distress which he cannot 
resist, and the sense ^ evils which cannot be re- 
medied. 

The punishment of Tantalus in the infernal re- 
gions affords a just image of hungry servility, flat- 
tered with the approach of advant^e, doomed to 
lose it before it comes into his reach, always within 
a few days of felidty, and always sinking back to 
bis former wants : 

EriW, i> A^rii, ^ a «;;mB-A«^i ytnif' 
^Tlvrt « ir^atii' triiuf i' kh iij^ir tXuriiu, 
Otviliu yiLf «i>4« « ytfwr wtiui ftitiiimitf 
Ttmtf^ litif tc^iAtnir iia^^i^lif ifttpl St wirri 

TS> <xit' ifvru i yi(m irl xt'^ ft/iaviHai 
Tit y "t*^ ^is-lara »1< n^M ntUilm. 

** I raw," says Homer's Ulysses, " the severe punish* 
" ment of Tantalus. In a lake, whose waters ap- 
** proached to his lips, he stood burning with thifsl^ 
*' without the power to drink. Whenever be in- 
** dined his bead to the stream, some deity oom- 
" manded it to be dry, and the dark earth appeared 
" at his feet Around him lofty trees spread their 
*■ fruits to view ; the pean the pomegranate, and 
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"the apple, the green olive and the lusdoui fig 
** quivered before him, whidi, wbenever he ex- 
** tended his hand to seize them, were snatched by 
** the winds into clouds and obscurity." 

This image of misery was perhaps originally sug- 
gested to some poet by the conduct of bis patron, 
by the daity contemplation of splendour wbidi he 
never must partake, by fruitless attempts to catch 
at _intercUcted happiness, and by the sudden eva- 
nescence of his reward, when he thought his labours 
almost at an end. To groan with poverty, when all 
about him was opulence, riot, and superSuity, and 
to find the favours which he had long been encou- 
raged to hope, and had long endeavoured to deserve, 
squandered at last on nameless ignorance, was to 
thirst with water flowing before him, and to see the 
fruits, to which his hunger was hastening, scattered 
by the wind. Nor can my correspcmdent, whatever 
he may have suffered, express wiUi more Justness or 
force the vexations of dependence. 



To the RAMBLER. 

SIB, 

I AH one of those mortals who have been courted 
and envied as the favourites of the great. Hav- 
ing often gained the prize of composition at the 
university, I b^jan to hope that I should obtain the 
same distinction in every other place, and deter- 
mined to forsake the profesMon to which I was 
destined by my parents, and in which the interest 
of my family, would have procured me a very ad- 
vantageous settlemait Theprideofwitfiutteredin 
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my heart; imd vb«D I ^«piu«4 to Isare the ooUcge, 
nothing enlemd my iinagmatioR but hwoun* 
eareues, «id ivwardi, riobw without Isbour. snd 
luxury without teptoce, 

I howercr drii^^ my dapsr^u^ for « time, to 
fiidib die perfonnuKW ^ whidt I ww to draw the 
Sntnotiaeofooanknduponiiie. Whtfi it wu cpm* 
{deted I fainried to Xondon. and ewyidmtd e^eiy 
moBinit that pasted before its pubti<»tion» tw )o9t 
B s kind of neutrid exietwee, and cut off &oin the 
goldeb faouM «f happiness and fame. ■ The piece 
mt at hat printed and diweninated by s n^id wle i 
I vrandeivd from one plsm of oQiiowne to anotheiv 
&Mlifid fimm rooming to night oo tJie iwpetitioB o( 
vy own pniM% and enjoyed tiie Tmieuf eQqje9>!> 
tunn of critica, the niifitaJWtt' cendoitf of ray 
fiieDdii,'and the impotent maUce of fay fpemiee. 
Sotdehadwadtiiemamisoipt, and ieotifi«dit« lor 
aocmBriesc otfaars bad «een it is » aWe 90 impOr 
ftct, that they ooidd not jbrbeir to mender at its 
present excellence; some had conversed with the 
author at the coffeehouse; and others gave hints 
that they had lent him mon^. 

I knew that no performance is so&vourably read 
as that of a writer who aui^tesses Ins mme, and 
th«tfore Kfc^viMl toxenaw coaoeaje^ till those 
by whom titravy tepBtatioh is eatafaiisbad bad giyeB 
tbrir snf&ages tea paUidy to retfsaet thete. At 
lengUi my hocAae^a infianiad ow ttwt Aurantittl* 
the staling patron <^ merit, bad seitt^iaqinries after 
me, and kit ited me to bai ninmietaiinir 

The time wUoh I bad lamg expscted was now . 
arrived. I went to Apcaiitius witfaA beating hear^ 
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for I looked upon our interviefr as the criUcal mo- 
fDcnt t]f my destiny. I iras reorired with dvilitiei^ 
which my academic rudeness made me unable to 
rep^; but when I had recorered from my con- 
iurion, I prosecuted the conversation with such 
liveliaess and propriety, that 1 confirmed my new 
Jrimd in his esteem of my abiBttea, and was di*. 
missed with ibe utmost aidour of prcAssion. and 
rapture of fmdness, 

I was soon summoned to dine with Aurantius, 
iriio had assemUed the most jodidons of his IHends 
to partake <^ the entertaimaent. Again I exerted 
iny powers of sentiment and expression, and again 
fimnd every eye ^larkling witii deli^^ and every 
ttn^e silent with attention. I now became fitmi* 
li« at the taUe of Anrantius, but could never, in 
ius most private or jooind hours, obtaita more from 
him ^an geoierftl dedarations (^ esteem, or endear- 
ments of tendoness; wUdi indnded no particular 
promiaet and tberefoie conferred no cldm. This 
frigid reterre somewhat disgusted nie^ and when he 
nnn^dnned of three days absence, I took care to 
inform him with how much importunity (tf kindness 
I had been detained by his rival Pollio. 

Aurandus now oontidered his honour as endan- 
gered hy the desertiMi of a wit, and, lest I should 
have an iodinatioR to wandn*, told me that I could 
never find a friend more constant and aealoos than 
lumsdf ; that indeed he had made no promises, be- 
cause he hoped to smprise me with advancement, 
but bad been sUently promoting my interest^ and 
should cantinae hii good offices tnilesa he fiHind 
the kindoesa of othen moretdesind. 
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If you, Mr Rambler, have ever ventured your 
philosophy within the attraction of greatness, you 
know the force of such language introduced with ft 
smile (^gracious tenderness, and impressed at the 
conclusion with an air of solemn sincerity. From 
that instant I gave myself up wholly to Aurantius^ 
^nd, as he immediately resumed his forma guety, 
expected every morning a summons to some em- 
ployment of dignity and profit. One month suc- 
ceeded another, and, in defiance of appearances, I 
still fanded myself nearer to my wishes, and con- 
tinued to dream of success, and wake to disappoint- 
ment At last the failure of my little fortune 
compelled me to abate the finery which I hitherto 
thought necessary to the company with whom I 
associated, and the rank to which I should be nused. 
Auruitius, from the moment in which he discovered 
my poverty, conuderedme as fully in his power, 
and afterwards rather permitted my attendance 
than invited it; thought himself at liberty to refuse 
my visits, whenever he had other amusements 
within reach, and often suffered me to wait, without 
pretending any necessary business. ' When 1 was 
admitted to his table, if any man of rank equal to 
his own was present, he took occasion to mention 
my writings, and commend my ingenuity, by which 
be intended to apologize for the confusion of dis- 
tinctions, and the improper assortment of bis com- 
pany ; and often called upon me to entertain his 
friends with my productions, as a sportsman deligbts 
the squires of bis neighbourhood with the curvets 
of bis horse, or the obedience of his spaniels. 

To complete my montification, it was his practke 
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to impose tasks upon me, by requiring me to write 
upon such subjects as he thought susceptible of 
omamrait and illustration. With these extorted 
performances he was little satisfied, because he 
rarely found in them the ideas which his own ima- 
gination had suggested, and which he therefore 
thought more natural than mine. 

When the pale of ceremony is brok«i, rudeness 
and insult soon enter the breach. He now found 
that be might safely harass me with vexation, that 
he had fixed the shackles of patnmage upon me, 
and tbat I could neither resist bim nor escape. At 
las^ in the eighth year of my servitude, when the 
clamour of creditors was vehement, and my neces- 
sity known to be extreme, he offered me a small 
office, but hinted bis expectation, that I should 
marry a young woman with whom he had been 
acquainted. 

I was not so far depressed by my calamities as to 
comply with this proposal ; but, knowing that com- 
plaints and expostulations would but gratify his in- 
solence, I turned awBy with that contempt with 
which I shall never want spirit to treat the wretoh 
who can outgo the guilt of a robber without the 
temptation of his profit, and who lures the credu- 
lous and thoughtless to mountain the show of his 
levee, and the mirth of his, tabl^ at the expence of 
h(»our, bqipiness, and life. 

I am, Kr, &c. 
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No. 164. SATURDAY, OCTOBER IS, 17ffl. 
— FUium, Gaure, CalonU habttr—~u^%t- 

Gfttmu pretends to Cato'i &me ; 
And praT M b y Cklo't tice, lils claim. 

Distinction » bo pleaung to the pride of a»n» 
that a great part of the pain and pleasure of life 
arises from the gratification or disappointment of an 
incessant wish for superiority, from the success or 
miscarriage of seeret competitions, from victories 
and defeats, of which, though they appear to us of 
great importance, in reality ncaie are conscious ex- 
cept ourselves.^ 

Proportionate to the prevalence of this love of 
praise is the variety of means by whidi its attain- 
ment is att«npted. Bvery man, however hopeless 
his pretensions may appear to all but himself, has 
some project by which he hopes to rise to reputa> 
tion : some art by which he ima^^nes that the notice 
of the world will be attrat^ed ; some quali^ good 
or bad, whidi discriminates him from the common 
herd of mortal^ and by which others may be per^ 
suaded to love, or compelled to fear him. The 
ascents of honour, however steep, never appear 
inaccessible ; he that despairs to scale tfae precipices 
by which learning and valour have conducted their 
fevourites, discovers some by-patli, or eauer accli. 
vity, which, though it cannot bring him to the sum- 
mit, will yet enable him to overlook those with 
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whom be ii now oontmding for nniaen06;.and 
we sddom require man to the hapi^iieia of tin 
prewDt hour, than to lutpaM him that standk next 
before us. 

As the greater part of buman kind tpeak and aot 
wholly by imitaticai, most of those who aspi^ to 
honour and applause pr^ose to thenuelvea some 
example whii^ serves as the modd of tbeir conduct; 
and the limit of their hopes. Akoost every man, 
if closely ejcamined, will be found to bare enlisteA 
himself under some leader whom he expects to eon- 
duct him to renown : to have some hero or other, 
living or dead, in his view, whose character he en- 
deavours to assume, and whose perfivmances he 
labouis to equal. 

When the original is w^ cbosffi, and judiciously 
copied, the imitator often arrives at excellence, 
which he could never have attained without di* 
recQon; for few ai« formed with abifities to dis- 
cover new possibilities of excellence, and to distin- 
guish themselves by means never tried before. 

But folly- and idlmess often contrive to gratify 
pride at a dieaper rate: not the qualities which are 
moat illustrious, but those which are of eaaest 
attainment, are selected for imitation ; and the 
honours and rewards which puUic gratitude baa 
paid to. the heneftctors of mankind, are expected 
hy wretches who cui Mily imitate them in tbdr 
vices and defects, or adopt some petty nngiilaritiefl; 
of which those from whom they are borrowed were 
secretly ashamed. 

Ko man rises to sudi a height as to become con* 
^icuous, but be is on one tide censured by undis- 
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ceming maUee, which reproaches faim for his best 
actions, and slanders his apparent and incontestable 
excellencies ; and idolized on the other by ignorant 
admiratioD, which exalts his faults and follies into 
virtues. It mi^ be observed, that he by whose inti- 
macy his acquaintances imagine themselves digni- 
fied, generally diffiises among them his mien and his 
habits ; and indeed, without more vigilance than is 
generally applied to the r^^tion of the minute 
parts of behaviour, it is not easy, when we converse 
much with one whose general character exdtes our 
veneration, to escape all conta^on of his peculiari- 
ties, even when we do not deliberately think them 
worthy of our notice and when they would have 
exdted laughter or disgust^ had they not bem 
protected by their alliance to nobler qualities, and 
acddentally consorted with knowledge or witb 
virtue. 

The &ults of a man loved or honoured, sometimes 
steal secretly and imperceptibly upon the wise and 
virtuous, but, by injudicious fondness or thoughtless 
vanity, are adopted with design. There is scarce 
any failing of mind or body, any error of opinion, or 
depravity of practice, which, instead of produdng 
shame and discontent, its natural effects, has not 
at one time or other gladdened vanity with the hopes 
of praise, and been displayed with ostentatious in- 
dustry by those who sought kindred minds among 
the wits or heroes, and could prove their relation 
only by similitude of defco-mity. 

In consequence of this perverse ambition, every 
babit wfaich reason condemns may, be indulged and 
avowed. When a man is upbraided with his fitults, 
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be may indeed be pardoned if be endeavours to run 
for aWter to some c^brated name ; but it U not 
to be suffered that, from the retreats to which be 
fled from in&my, he should issue again with the 
confidoice of conquests, and call uptm mankind for 
praise. Yet we see men that waste th«r patrimony 
in luxury, destroy tiieir health with debaudiery, and 
enervate their minds with idleness, because thete 
have been some whom luxury never could sink into 
contempt, nor idleness hinder from the praise of 
genius. 

This general indinatton of mankind to copy cfaa- 
ractere in the grosSf and the force which tiie recom- 
mendation of illustrious examples adds to Uie allure- 
ments of vice. Ought to be considered by all whose 
character excludes them from the shades of secrecy, 
as incitements to scrupulous caution and universal 
purity of manners. No man, however enslaved to 
his appetites, or hurried by his passions* can, while 
be preserves his intellects unimpaired, please him- 
self with promoting the corruption (Mothers. He 
whose merit has enlarged his influence would surely 
wish to exert it for the benefit of mankind. Yet 
such will be the effect of bis reputation, while he 
suffers himself to indulge in any fovourite fiiult, that 
they who have no hope to reach his excellence will 
catch at bis foilings, and his virtues will be cited to 
justify the copiers of bis vices. 

It is particularly the duty of those who consign 
illustrious names to posterity, to take care lest their 
readers be misled by ambiguous examples.- That 
writer may be justly condemned as an enemy to 
goodness, who suffen fondnem or intact to con- 

V0I« VI. L 
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found ri|^t with wrong, or to tbeltet the ftalta 
wludi wen the wisest and the best have committed 
from that ignominy wlu<^ guilt ought always to 
taSfat and with which it should be more deeply 
stigmatiaed when dignified by its neighbourhood to 
un(xxnm«m worth, since we shall be in danger of 
bdiolding it without aUiorr^ice, unless its turpi- 
tude be laid open, and the eye secured from the 
deceptim of surrounding splendour. 



No. Iflff. TUESDAY, OCTOSBR 15, 1761. 

'Hr titf, liAAii vtrw, rin >>{*'> rXlrrHf l^. 

Of rin f<!> j^rtiu ivnifui', dviV Hi U> ■!;>:"■ 

Nvn 3* Ifrin ;e{Kirliu fu imafitii, lir 1)^. — ANTIPUIIOS. 

Voot^ Fu I onee and poor, noir lidi and (dd ; 
A harder cue than mine wu never tiM; 
Slest with the pow'r to use than— I had none ; 
Loaded with riches tiow, the pcnr'r ia-gone. f. Lswra. 



To ^RAMBLER. 
ni, 

The writers who have undertaken the unpro- 
mising task of moderating desire, exert all the 
power of their eloquence, to show that happiness is 
not the lot of man, and have, by many argumnits 
and examples, [noved the instability of every oondi- 
tipn t^ which envy or ambition are exdted. They 
have set before our eyes all the calamities to which 
we are exposed from the frailty of nature, the infla- 
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ence of aoddmt, or the atratagems of malice ; they 
have terrified greatness with conspirades, and riches 
with anxieties, wit with criticism, and beauty with 
disease. 

All the force of reasou^ and all the charms of lan- 
guage, are indeed necessary to support positions 
which every man hears with a wish to confute them. 
Truth finds an easy entrance into the mind when 
she is introduced by desire, and attended by plea- 
sure ; but when she intrudes uncalled, and brings 
onl]^ fear and sorrow in her train, the passes of the 
intellect are barred against her by prejudice and 
passion ; if she sometimes forces her way by the 
batteries of argument, she seldom long keeps pos- 
session of her conquests, but is ejected by some fa- 
voured enemy, or at best obtains only a nominal so< 
vereignty, without influence and without authority. 

That life is short we are all convinced, and yet suf- 
fer not that conviction to repress our projects or limit 
our expectations ; that life is miserable we all feel, 
and yet we believe that the time Is near when we 
shall feel it no longer. But to hope happiness and 
immortality is equally vain. Our state may indeed 
be more or less emlnttered, as our duration may be 
more or less contracted ; yet the utmost felicity 
which we.can ever attain wilt be little better than 
alleviation of misery, and we shall always feel more 
pain from our wants than pleasure from our enjoy- 
ments. The inddent which I am going to relate 
will show, that to destroy the effect of all our suc- 
cess, it is not necessary that any signal calamity 
should fall upon us, that we should be harassed by 
implacable persecution, or excrudated by irreme* 
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diable puna ; tbe brightest hours of prosperity have 
tbeir clouds, and the stream of life, if it is not ruffled 
by obstructions, will grow putrid by stagnation 

My father, resolving not to imitate the folly of his 
ancestors, who had hitheBto left the younger sons 
encumbrances on the eldest, destined me to a lucra- 
tive profession ; and I, bang careful to lose no op- 
portunity of improvement, was, at the usual time in 
which young men enter the world, welt qualified 
for the exercise of the business which I had chosen. 

My eagerness to distinguish myself in public, 
and my impatience, of the narrow scheme of life to 
which ray indigence confined me, did not suflfer me 
to continue loog in tbe town wbere I was bom. I 
went away as from a place of confinement, with a 
resolution to return no more, till I should be able to 
dazzle with my splendour those who now looked 
upon me with contempt, to reward those who had 
paid honours to my dawning merit, and to show all 
who had suffered me to glide by them unknown and 
neglected, how much they mistook their interest 
in omitting to propitiate a genius like mine. 

Such were my intentions when I sallied forth Into 
the unknown world, in quest of riches and honours, 
which I expected to procure in a very short time ; 
for what could withhold them from industry and 
knowledge ? He that indulges hope will always be 
disappointed. Reputation I very soon obtained; 
but as merit is much more cheaply acknowledged 
than rewarded, I did not find myself yet enriched 
in propcH-tion to my celebrity. 

1 had, however, in time, surmounted the obstacles 
by which envy and competition obstruct the first 
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^tempts of a new claimant, and saw my opponents 
and censurers tacitly confessing their despair of 
success, by courting my friendship and yielding to 
my influence. They who once pursued me, were 
now satisfied to escape &om me ; and they who had 
before thought me presumptuous in hoping to over- 
take them, had now thdr -utmost wish, if they were 
permitted, at no great distance, quietly to follow 
me. 

My wants were not madly multiplied as my ac- 
quisitions increased, and the time came, at length, 
when I thought myself enabled to gratify all rea- 
sonable desires, and when, therefore, I resolved 
to enjoy that plenty and serenity which I had been 
hitherto labouring to procure, to enjoy them while 
I was yet neither crushed by age into infirmity. 
Dor so habituated to a particular manner of life as 
to be unqualified for new studies or entertainments 

I now quitted my profession, and to set myself 
at once tree fivm all importunities to resume i^ 
changed my residence, and devoted the remaining 
part of my time to quiet and amusement. Amidst 
innumerable projects of pleasure, which restless 
idleness incited me to form, and of which most, 
when they came to the moment of execution, were 
rgected for others of no longer continuance, some 
acddent revived in my imagination the pleasing 
ideas of my native place. It was now in my power 
to vmt those Irom whom I had been so long ab- 
sent, in such a manner as was consistent with my 
former resolution, and 1 wondered how it could hap 
pen that I had so long delayed my own happiness. 
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Full <tf the admiration wbich I should excite, 
and the homage which I should receive, I dressed 
my servants in a more ostentatious livery, purchas- 
ed a magnificent chariot, and resolved to dazzle the 
inhalHtants of the little town with an unexpected 
blaze of greatness. 

While the preparations that vanity required were 
made for my departure, which, as workmen will 
not easily be hurried beyond their ordinary rat^ 
I thought very tedious, I solaced my impatience 
with imagining the various censures that my ap- 
pearance would produce; the hopes which some 
would fed from my bounty ; the terror which my 
power would strike on others ; the awkward respect 
with which I should be accosted by timorous c^- 
dousness ; and the distant reverence with which 
others, less familiar to splendour and dignity, would 
be contented to gaze upon me. I deliberated a long 
^time, whether I should immediately descend to 
a level with my former acquuntances, or make my 
ccaidescension more grateful by a gentle transition 
from haughtiness and r^erve. At length I deter- 
juined to forget some of my companions, till they 
discovered themselves by some indubitable token, 
and to receive the congratiilations of others upon 
my good fortune with indifference, to show that I 
always expected what I had now obtained. The 
acclamations of the populace I purposed to reward 
.with six hogsheads of ale, and a roasted ox, and 
then recommend to them to return to their woik. 
. At last all the trappings of grandeur were fitted, 
and I began the journey of triumph, which I could 
have wished to have ended in the same moment ; 
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but my hones felt none of their master's ardour, and 
I was shaken four days upon rugged roads. I then 
entered the town, and, having gradouely let &U 
the glasses, that my person might be seen, passed 
dowly through the street The noise of the wheels 
iHVugbt the inhalHtants to thdir doors, but I could 
not perceive that I was known by them. At last 
I ahghted, and my name, I suppose, was told by 
tny' servants, for the barber stepped from the oppo- 
site house, and seized me by the hand wl^ honest 
joy in his countenance, which, according to the 
rule that I had prescribed to myself, I repressed 
with a fri^d graoiousness. The fellowi instead €£ 
sinking into dejection, turned away with contempt^ 
and left me to oonsida* how the second salutation 
should be received. The next friend was better 
treated, for I soon found that I must purchase by 
dvility liiat regard which I had expected to enforce 
by insolence. 

There was yet no smoke of bonfires, no harmony 
of bells, no shout of crowds, nor riot of joy ; the 
business of the day went forward as before ; and, 
after h&ving ordered a splendid supper, which no 
man came to partake, and which my chagrin hin- 
dered me from tasting, X went to bed, where the 
vexation of disappointment overpowered the fatigue 
of my journey, and kept me from sleep. 

I rose so much humbled by those mortifications, 
as to inquire after the present state of the town, . 
and found that I had been absent too long to obtain 
the triumph which had flattered my expectation. 
Of the friends whose compliments I expected, some 
had long ago moved to distant provinces, some had 
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lost in the maladies of age all sense of anotber's 
prosperity, and some had forgotten our former in- 
timacy amidst care and distresses. Of three whom 
I bad resolved to punish £or ttaar former offences 
by a longer continuance of neglect, one was, by 
his own industry, raised above my scorn, and two 
were sbelteied &om it in the grave. All those 
whom I loved, feared, or hated, all whose envy ca 
whose kindness I bad hopes of contemplating with 
pleasure, were swept away, and their place was 
filled by a new generation, witii other views and 
other competitions; and among many prooft oi 
the impotence of wealth, I found that it conferred 
upon me very few distinctions in my native place. 
I am, Sir, &c. 

SEBOTINUS. 
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Once poor, my friend, stOl poor you must remain. 

The rich alotie Itxn all the meuu of gun..^— esw. cave. 

No compkunt has been more frequently repeated ia 
all ages than that of the neglect of merit asaod- 
ated with poverty, and the difficulty with which 
valuable or pleasing qualities force themselves 
into view, when they are obscured by indigence^ 
It has been long observed, that native beauty 
has tittle power to charm without the ornaments 
which fortune bestows, and that to want the &- 
Tour of others is oftoi sufficient to hinder us from 
obtaining it 

Kvery day discovers that mankind are not yet 
ocmvinced of thdr error, or that their conrictioa 
is without power to influence their conduct; for 
poverty still continues to produce contempt, and 
still obstructs the claims of kindred and of virtue. 
The eye of wealth is elevated towards higher sta* 
tionS) and seldom descends to examine the actiraui 
of those who are placed below the level of its no- 
tice, and who in distant re^ons and lower situationfl 
are struggling with distress, or toiling for bread. 
Amcmg the multitudes overwhelmed with insuper- 
aUe cidamity, it is common to find those whom a 
TCfy little assistance would enable to support them-, 
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selves vith decency, and who yet cannot obtBin 
from near relations, what they see hourly lavished 
in ostentation, luxury, or frolic. 

There are natural reasons why poverty does not 
easily conciliate affection. He that has been con- 
fined irom his infancy to the conversation of the 
lowest classes of mankind, must necessarily want 
those accomplishments which are the usual means 
of attracting favour ; and though truth, fortitude, 
and probity, give an indisputable right to reverence 
and kindness, they will not be distinguished by com- 
mon eyes, miless they are Inigbtened by elc^nce 
of mannn^, but are cast aside li^ unpolished gems, 
of which none but the artist knows the intrinsic 
value, till their asperities are smoothed, and their 
incrustations rubbed away. 

The grosaness of vulgar habits obstructs the effi- 
cacy of virtue, as impurity and harshness of style 
impair the force of reason, and rugged numbers 
turn off the mind from artifice of dispodtion, and 
Cn'tility of invention. Few have strength of reason 
to over-rule the perceptions of soise ; and yet fewer 
have curiosity or benevolence to struggle long 
against the first impression ; be therefore who fails 
to please in his salutation and address, is at once 
rejected, and never obtains an opportunity of show- 
ing his latent excellencies, or essential qualities. 

It is, indeed, not easy to prescribe a successful 
manner of approach to the distressed or necessitous, 
whose condition subjects every kind of behaviour 
equally to miscarriage. He whose confidence of 
merit indtes him to meet, without any apparent 
sense of inferiwifey, the eyes of those who flittered 
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themselves with thdrown dignity* tsconsidered asan 
insolent leveller, impatient of the just prerogativea 
of rank and wealth, eager to usm^i the station to 
which he has no right, and to confound the subordi- 
nations of society ; and who would contribute to 
the exaltation of that spirit which even want fuid 
calamity are not able to restrain from rudeness and 
rebellion. 

But no better success will commonly be found to 
attend servility and dgection, which often give 
pride the confidence to treat them with contempt. 
A request made with diffidence and timidity is 
easily denied, because the petitioner himself seems 
to doubt its fitness. 

Kindness is generally reciprocal ; we are desirous 
of pleasing others, because we receive pleasure 
from them ; but by what means can the man please 
whose attention is engrossed by his distresses, and 
who has no leisure to be ofiicious; wh(»e will is 
restrained by his necessities, and who has no pow» 
to confer benefits; whose temper is perhaps vitiated 
by misery, and whose understanding is impeded by 
ignorance ? 

It is yet a more ofien^ve discouragement, that 
the same actions performed by different bands pro- 
duce different effects, and, instead of rating the 
man by his performances', we rate too frequentiy 
the performance by the man. It sometimes hap- 
pens in the combinations of life, that important ser- 
vices are performed by inferiors ; but though their 
zeal and activity may be paid by pecuniary rewards, 
they seldom excite that flow of gratitude, or obtain 
that accumulation of recompense, with which all 
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think' it their duty to acknowledge the favour of 
those who descend to their assistance front a higher 
elevation.' To be obliged, is to be in some respect 
inferior to another ; and few willingly indulge the 
memory of an action which raises one whom they 
have always been accustomed to think below them, 
but satisfy themselves with faint praise and penu- 
rious payment, and then drive it from their own 
minds, and endeavour to conceal it from the know- 
ledge of others. 

It may be always objected to the services of those 
who can be suppcued to want a reward, that they 
were produced not by kindness but interest ; they 
are, therefore, when they are no longer wanted, 
easily disregarded as arts of insinuation, or- strata- 
gems of selfishness. Benefits which are recdved as 
gifts from wealth, are exacted as debts from indi- 
gence ; and he that in a high station is celebrated 
for superfiuous goodness, would in a meaner condi- 
tion have barely been confessed to have done his 
duty. 

It is scarcely possible for the utmost benevolence 
to oblige, when exerted under the disadvantages of 
great inferiority ; for, by the haWtual arrogance of 
wealth, such expectations are commonly formed as 
no zeal or industry can satisfy ; and what regard 
can he hope, who has done less than was demanded 
fix>m him ? 

There are indeed kindnesses conferred which 
were never purchased by precedent &vours, and 
there is an affection not arising from gratitude or 
gross interest, by which similar natures are attracted 
to each oUier, without prospect of any other advan- 
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tage than the pleasure of exchanging sentiments, 
and the hope of confirming their esteem of them- 
selves by the approbation of each other. But this 
spontaneous fondness seldom rises at the sight of 
poverty, which every one regards with habitual con- 
tempt, and of which the applause is no more courted 
by vanity, than the countenance is solicited hy am- 
bition. The most generous and disinterested friend- 
ship must be resolved at last into the love of bur- 
selves ; he therefore whose reputation or dignity in- 
clines us to consider his esteem as a testimonial of 
desert, will always find our hearts open to his en- 
dearments. We every day see men of eminence 
followed with all the obsequiousness of dependance, 
and courted with all the blandishments of flattery, 
by those who want nothing from them but profes- 
sions of regard, and who think themselves liberally 
rewarded by a how, a smite, or an embrace. 

But those prejudices which every mind feels more 
or less in favour of riches, ought, like other opinions, 
which only custom and example have impressed 
upon us, to be in time subjected to reason. We 
must learn how to separate the real character from 
extraneous adhesions and casual circumstances, to 
consider closely bim whom we are about to adopt 
or to reject ; to regard his inclinations as well as 
his actions ; to trace out those virtues which lie tor- 
pid in the heart for want of opportunity, and those 
vices that lurk unseen by the absence of temptation ; 
that when we find worth fiiintly shooting in the 
shades of obscurity, we may let in light and sun- 
shine upon it, and ripen barren volition into effi- 
cacy and power. 
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Candida peifetuo retide concordia'lecto, 
Tamque pari temper tit Veiuu aquajugo. 

Diligal ipta tenem fuotulEHn, ted et ipta mariio 

Turn juofue cumfaerii, rum videatur onuj.— — mart. 

Theli tmptkl bed msy smOing concord dress. 

And Venus BtOl the happy umoa bless ! 

Wrinkled with age, may mutual love and truth 

To thm dim eyea recal the bloom of youth— —f. l£wi 



To the RAMBLER. 
em, 
It is not common to envy those with y/hoax we 
cannot easily be placed in comparison. Every 
man sees without malevolence the progress of 
another in the tracks of life, which he has himself 
no desire to tread, and hears, without inclination to 
cavils or contradiction, the renown of those whose 
distance will not suffer them to draw the attention 
of mankind from his own merit. The sailor never 
thinks it necessary to contest the lawyer's abilities ; 
nor would the Rambler, however jealous of his re- 
putation, be much disturbed by the success of rival 
wits at Agra or Ispahan. 

We do not therefore ascribe to you any superla- 
tive degree of virtue when we believe that we may 
inform you of our change of condition without 
danger of malignant tascination ; and that when you 
read of the marriage of your correspondents Hy- 
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menaeus and TianqiiiUa, you wiH join your wishes 
to those of their other friends for the happy eveaat. 
of an union in which capiice and selfishness had so 
little part 

There is at least this reason why we should be less 
deceived in our eonuuMal hopes than many who 
mter into the same state, that we have allowed our 
minds to form no unreasonable expectations, nor 
vitiated our fandes, in the soft hours of courtship^ 
with visions of felicity which human power cannot 
bestow, or of perfection which human virtue cannot 
attain. That impartiality with which we endeavour 
to inspect the manners of all whom we have 
known was never so much overpowered by our pas- 
sion, but that we discovered some faults and weak- 
nesses in each other ; and joined our hands in con- 
viction, that as there are advantages to be enjoyed 
in marriage, there are inconveniencies likewise to 
be endured; and that, together with confederate 
intellects and auxiliar virtues, we must find dif> 
f^nt opinions and opposite inclinations. 

We however fiattn ourselves, for who is not flat- 
tered by himself as well astby others on the day of 
marriage ? that we are eminently qualified to give 
mutual pleasure. Our birth is wiUiout any such 
remarkable disparity as ran give either an oppor- 
tuni^ of insulting the other with pompous names 
and splendid alliances, or of calling in, upon any~ 
domestic controversy, the overbearing assistance. 
of powerful relations. Our fortune was equally suit- 
able, so that we meet without any of those obliga- 
tions, which always produce reproach or suspicion 
of repnwdi, which, though they may be forgotten 
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in the gaieties of the first month* no ddicac^ will 
always suppress, or of which the suppression must 
be considered as a new &vour, to be repud t^ 
lameness and submission* till gratitude takes the 
place of love, and the desire of pleasing degene- 
rates by degrees into the fear of offending. ' 

The settlements caused no delay ; for we did not 
trust our af&irs to the n^odation of wretches* who 
would have paid their court by multiplying stipula- 
tions. Tranquilla scorned to detun any part of 
berfortune from him into whose hands she delivered 
up her person ; and Hymenaeus thought no act c^ 
baseness more oiminal than his who enslaves his 
- wife by her own goierosity, who by marrying with- 
out a jointure, condemns her to all the dangers of 
acddent and caprice, and at last boasts his libera- 
lity, by granting what only the indiscretion of her 
kindness enabled him to withhold. He therefore 
received on the common terms the portion which 
any other woman might have brought him, and re- 
served all the exuberance of acknowledgement for 
those excellencies which he has yet been ablp to 
discover only in Tranquilla. 

We did not pass the weeks of courtship like those 
who consider themselves as taking the last draught 
of pleasure, and resolve not to quit the bowl with- 
out a surfeit, or who know themselves about to set 
happiness to hazard, and endeavour to lose their 
sense of danger in the ebriety of perpetual amuse- 
ment, and whirl round the gulf before they sink. 
Hymenieus often repeated a medical axiom, that 
" the succours of sickness ought not to be wasted in 
health." We know that however our eyes may yet 
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iparkle, and our hearts bound at Ute presence of 
each other, the time of listlesuiess and aatietj, of 
peevishness and disocHitent, must oome at last, in 
which we shall be driven for relief to shows ancl 
recreations; that the uniformity of life must be 
8(«ietimes diversified, and the vacuities of oonver- 
satipn sometimes supplied. We rejmce in the refle<y 
tjon tbat we have stores of novelty yet unexhausted, 
which may be opened when repletion shall call 
for change, and gratiBcations yet untasted, by whidi 
Hfe, when it shall become vapid or bitter, may be 
restored to its finmer sweetness and sprightlinesi^ 
and again irritate the appetite, and agun sparkle in 
the cup. ~ 

Our time will prbbablj be less tastelea than that 
of those whom the authority and avarice of parents 
unite almost without their consent in tbnr early 
years, before they have accumulated any fiind <^ re- 
flection, or collected materials for mutual eaUie* 
tainment Sudi we have often seen rising in the 
morning to cards, and retiring in the afternoon to 
doze, whose happiness waa celebrated by tiieir 
ndghbours, because they happened to grow rich l^ 
parsimony, and to be kept quiet by insensUuli^, 
and agreed to eat and to deep t^^ther. 

We have both mingled with the world, and axe 
thoefore no strangers to the faults and virtue^ 
the designs md competitiims, the hopes and fean 
of our contemporaries. We have both amused our 
leisure with books, and can therefore recount the 
events oi former times, or cite the dictates of ancient 
wisdom. £very occurence furnishes us with some 
hint which one or tiie other can dtsproye, and if 

TOL. VI, is 
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It should happen that memory ot imagination fidl 
Wh we Can ittire to no Idle armnimproving soUtade. 
: Though our diaxacters, bebeid at a diitanee, ex-* 
Uhit this general resembbnee; yet a nearer inspeo' 
tidn discovers such a dissimilitude of our habitudes 
and BeotimentB, as leaves each some peculiar advHix 
tages. aad afitnids that coTicordia diseor*, that suit- 
able disagrecfnent wlucb is always necessary to Intel' 
fectual harmony. There may be a totdl diversity of 
ideas which admits no participation of Uie same de> 
Hght^ and there may likewise be such a conformity 
(rf^Motiotv as leaves nrath» any thing to odd to the 
decisioas of the other. With such oontzarie^ there 
can be no peace, with such similiarity there can be 
Bo pleasure. Our reasoitings, though often formed 
upon different views, tenninate generally in the 
•akne conclusion. Our tfaoughtSj bke rivulets 
iatuii^ Irom distant springs, are each impregnated 
in its cdurae with various mixtures, and tinged by 
infusions unknown to the other, yet; at las^ easily 
unite into bne stream, and purify themselves by the 
genUe eflferyeBcetMe of ccmtrary qualities. 

These benefits we receive in t ^eater d^ree as we 
converse widiout reserve, becausewe haven<Ahing to 
conceal. We have no debts to be piud l^ impercep> 
tiUe deductions from avowed expence^ no habits to 
be indulged by the privateeubserviency of a favoured 
•ervant, no private interviews with needy rektions, 
no intelligence with spies placed upon each other. 
We Considered marriage as the most solemn league 
of perpetual fiiendsbip, a state from which artifice 
nd concealment are to be banished for ever> and in 
whidiemy actiof dusimoktion i« a breaeh <tf fiutb. 
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The impetuous vivacity of youth, and that ardour 
of desire, which the first sight of pleasure naturally 
produee«, have long ceased to hunsy us into Irr^pi- 
laiity and vehemence ; and experience has shown 
us that few gratifications are too valuable to be sa- 
crificed to complaisance. We have thought it 
convenient to rest from the fatigue of pleasure, and 
now only continue that ooune of life into which we 
had before entered, confirmed in our choice by 
mutual approbation, supported in our resolution 1^ 
mutual encouragement, ^d assisted inoureffinrta 
\ry mutual exhortation. 

Such, Mr RamUer, is our prospect of Ufiv a 
prospect which, as it is beheld, with mme attentiai, 
seems to open more extensive happiness «id 
spreads, by degrees, into the boundless regions dt 
^emity. But if all our prudence has been vain, 
and we are doomed to give one instance more of 
the unoertunty of human discernment, we shall 
comfort ourselves amidst our disappointments, that 
we w«e not bcgtrayed but by such delusions 9A. 
cautiiHi could not escape, since we sought hapiuness 
oidy la the anns <£ virtue. We are, Sir. 
Vour bumble servants, 

RYBIEK^US, 
TaAMQUILI.A. 
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DtdpU 

Fnmt fritiuivujtot, rara meiu inUUigit 

Quod inXeriart cmididit cura angiilo.^—'tnx.iiuia. 

The tinsel glitter, and the ^edoiu mkn. 
Delude the moat ; &w piy bdund the icme. 



It has been observed by SoUeau, that " a mean 
** or common thought espressed in pompous diction 
** generally pleases more than a oev or noble sentl> 
** ment delivered in low and vulgar language ; be- 
* cause the numb« is greater of those whom custom 
*■ has aiabled to judge of words, than whom study 
** has qualified to examine things." 

This solution might satisfy, if such only were <£■ 
fended with meanness of expression as are unable to 
distinguish propriety of thought, and to separate pro- 
positions or images from the vehicles by which they 
«e conveyed to the understand!^ But this kind ^ 
disgust is by no means confined to the ignorant <x 
superficial; it operates uniformly and universally 
upon readers of all classes ; eveiy man, however pro- 
found or abstracted, perceives himself irresistibly 
alienated by low terms ; they who profess the most 
zealous adherence to truth are forced to admit that 
she owes part of her charms to her ornaments ; and 
loses much of her power over the soul, when she ap- 
pears disgraced by a dress uncouth or ill-adjusted. 

We are all offended by low terms, but are not 
disgusted alike l^ the same compositions* because 
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we do not all agree to censure tlie same tertns as loir. 
No word is naturally or intrinsically meaner tbso 
another; our opinion therefore of words, as of 
other things arbitrarily and capriciously established, 
depends whdly. upon accident and custom. The 
cottager thinks those apartmoiti splendid and spa- 
cious, which an inhabitant of palaces will despise 
for their inelegartce ; and to him who has passed 
most of bis hours with the delicate and polite, many 
expresnons will seem sordid, which another, equally 
acute, may faotr without o^nce; hut a mean 
ta-m never fails to displease him to whom it ap- 
pears mean, as poverty is cerbunly and invariably 
despised, though he who is poor in the eyes of 
some, may, by others, be envied for his wealth. 

Words become tow by the occasions to which they 
are ap{Jied, <x the general character of them who 
use them ; and the disgust which they produce,' 
arises from the revival of those images with whicht 
they are commonly united. Thus if, in the most 
solemn discourse, a phrase happens to occur whicb 
has been successfully employed in some ludicrou* 
narrative, the gravest auditor finds it difficult to re^. 
fiain from laughter, when they who are not prepos^ 
sessed by.the same accidental associatitm, are utterly 
unable to guess the reason of his merrimrait Words 
which convey ideas of dignity in one ag^ are ba- 
nished from elegant writing or conversation in 
another, because they are in time debased by vul- 
gar mouths, and can be no longer heard without 
the involuntary recollection of unplessing imi^es. 

When Mac^th is omfirming h^Qself ki the hor- 
rid purpose of ^tabbing his )ci|:^ Jie bro&ks oi)(. 
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amidat his emotions into a wkh natund to a m«w 



I Cotflgj thill niglit ! 

And pall thee in the dnnnest imoke of bell, 
TbM mj li«en knife we not the wound it auiea; 
Kot htn'a peep thnm^^ tbe Uanket of die dark. 
To ctj. Hold, hold I 

In this passage is exited idl the fi»oe of poetary, tbet 
ftuioe which calls new powers intp beio^ iV^teh em- 
bodies sentiment, and ammaten matter ; yet, per<. 
haps, scarce any man now peruses it without some 
disturbance of his attentitm from the oaunterftction. 
of the words to the ideas. What <an be more dread- 
&]1 than to implore the presence of night; invested,, 
not in common obscurity, but in the smoke of bell? 
Yet the efficacy of this invoeaticffl is destroyed' by 
the inswtion of an epithet now seldom heard but in 
the stable, and dttn night may come or go without, 
«ny other notice than craitcmpt 

If we start into raptures when some hero of the 
Siad tells us that '*{■ t^nriu, his lance rages, with 
Mgemess to destroy ; if we are alarmed at the ter- 
nv of the stddiers commanded by CsBsat to hew 
down the sacred grove, who dreaded, says Lucaiv 
l«st the axe aimed at the oak should &y bade upon 
the striker : 

Si robora tacrafirirent. 
In »IM cretkbant redihtra* memlira iieura, 

None dares with impious Bteel the grove to rend, 
Lert OB Ibueirtbe dealing stroke defecend ; 

we cannot surely liut sympathise with thehontti^ of 
a wretch about to murder his master, his friend, bb 
iMne&ctor, who siaspects ihai'the Weapon will 'refuse 
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ftp <^Bo^, vo^ rtarti biK:^ fr^n ^e bremt v^ii^ he :^ 
preparing to violate. Yet this sentiipent i^ Vfffisr- 
m^ V thpname of 49 in^tr^ment uiied b^ bufeobers 
fU)4 CQOJcs in the ineanest eoii^ymenU : we 4o not 
imm^itit^y oonoeiye t|h»t ^ny crime of iiQpfatau^ 
i» to be copDmitted with ^ knife ; or who dotis- nat 
«t ]«fit> from Uie. long habit of CDnneoting a, kiufr 
mitb soislid offloeB, feet Rreraion mtber than bmof ? 

j^l^ebetb proceeds to wish, in the miidiiws of 
l^iLt, that the inspection of fanven oiay be intM- 
«ept#d, and tliat ba owy, in the inToliiUoiiB of in- 
fismal'darkiiwa. eieape the eye ofProvidenGW. Xbil 
is tfae utnosl extravaganoc of detenmned mekod- 
Dftsa; y^ this ia Ba>debnsed by two unSutuiMtp 
woidiii Ihat wUle I endeavoHr to impraii on n^ 
reader tb« energy of the leBtiDMnt. I can soaite 
.ehedk my risibUity, whan the exprenipn fopMp 
itself upon my mipd ; for, vho nitlimit Bt>ine rel8x4» 
tion of his gravity, can.hear of the avengera of guilt 
peiping thrm^ a Idaaket t 

These imperfectiona of diction aw lesa obvioits 
to thtf reader, as he is less acquainted with com* 
ram usages; they ara theieforer fviioUy iinpw- 
o^tible to a fiudgner, who leairts our language 
fima bcM^t and wfll ibrike a aaUtary acadeiHC 
less f(»«bly than ifmodidi lady. . 

Among the numerous requisites that itio6t4)o(wur 
to complete ao author, few are of more importance 
than an early entrance into the living world. The 
seeds of knowledge may be planted in solitude, but 
must be cultivated in public. Argumentation 
may be taught in colleges, and theories formed in 
retirement ; but the artifice of emfaellishnienl^ and" 
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the powen of attraction, can be gained only fay 
genoal ooavtne. 

An aoquuntanoe with prevailing customa anA 
fiiriikHiable elegance is necessary likewise for other 
purposes. The injury that grand imagery sufibn 
from unauitaUe language, personal merit may fear 
ftom rudowas and mdclicacy. When the mcoesa 
of £ne8S depended on the fiiTOur of the queen 
npon whoae coaats be was driven, his celestial pro> 
tectress thought Mm not suffid«itly secured against 
Kgection 1^ his |Hety or faravwy, but decorated 
liim for the intoview with pretonatural beauty. 
Whoever desires tat his writings w htaoaeli^ what 
none can reaaonaUy oontemn. the £ivour of mait- 
Idnd, must add grace to stroigth, and mdw his • 
ttioughta agreeable as well av useful. Muty edm- 
pUn of neglect who nevCT tried to 'attract rsgani 
It cannot be expected tiiat the patrons of seicnte 
or virtue riiould be scdiGitous to disoovn exoeU 
kncies, which they who poasesa them shade ni 
di^nise. Few have alnlitiea bo much needed by 
the rest of thti world as toibe encased Ml theis tmn 
terms; and he that wiU ncA CMideaceBd to reoaiB- 
mend hiouclf by extemal ciQbellisbiaentB. muit 
M^mit to the fiite of.justseQtiaaeRt iicatily ex> 
pressed, and be ridieakd ind/fiagotMn beA«* be is 
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No blood btaa bitten nub thoM poemi^rew j 

Bat diunt'dj like qdttle, ftmn die lipi'l&^'dewii-^— i 

NATTntAL historians assei^ that whatever is Ibnned 
for long doration arrives slmHy to iti maturity: 
Thus the finnest timber is of tardy gmwtli, and am^ 
mals graerally exiseed <adi other in longevity, in 
proportion to the time between thnr ocaioeptiort 
and thdr Urth. 

The same ebservatiui may be extended to Uie 
ofi^ingof ^ nind. Hasty oompontioii^ bow- 
ever they please at first by flowoy luxurianoe, and 
sjMead in the tairadiiiK of temporary ftvoar, can 
seldam endure ibe change of seasons, but perish 
at the first Uaat <^ critidsib, w frost frf" ne^ect- 
Wim ApelleV'Was n^roadied with tbepand^ €^ 
his prodttdlMs, and th« incessant attmtion with 
which he reMocbed hii jrieoes, he omdeaoended 
to make DO dtber amv^ than iiuA ic paintsd ^ 
pepetvUg, 

No vani^ tan more justiy incur otrntempt and 
indignatkm than that wliicb boasts of neghgenoe 
and huny. For wboean bear with patieiwe the 
' writer who daims sudi superkHity to the rest a£ 
im Bpede^ as to imagine that mankind are at 
Mmue fiir attention to his cxtemponry saUie*, and 
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that pMteri^ will reposite his casual effiisioiu 
anumg the treasures of ancient wisdom ? 

Hen have sometimes appeared of such transcend- 
«it atulities, that their dightest and moat cursory 
perfiiniwncea excel ^1 that labour and study can 
enahle meaner intellects to, compose; as there are 
regiMia of which the ipcHitaneous products cannot 
be equalled in other soils by care and culture. But 
it is DO less dangerous for any man to place him- 
self in this rank of understanding, and &ncy that 
he is born to be iUustrioiu wi^iout Ubour, tlvui t9 
onifr the cares of husbandry, and expevt from hit 
ground the blossoms of Aralna. 

The greater part of those who nuigMulate 
themselves upon their iutell^ual dignity, and 
usurp the privileges of genius, are m^ whom only 
themselves would ever have marked out as enriched 
by uficommon Uherolities of nature, or entitlfd to 
renenUon and immortality on easy tei^ns. Xbit 
ardour of conBdenoe ia usually found smoi^ those 
who. having not enlarged their noti<»iB by hooka 
or oonversatioo, are persuaded, by the partudity 
which we all feel in our own ftvour. that they hav* 
ifadied the lumoiit of excellence, because thi^ 
discover owe higher than tiiepuelves; and who 
■cquiense in the first Aoughta thiU oecur, because 
tbdr scantiness of knowledge allows tb«Qi litlJe 
duHce ; wad tf)« narrownflss of thmr view« affin-ds 
them no glimpse of perSMtion. n^ that sublime idea 
which bttiMn itidusti^ haa &om thf first ages besn 
vainly toillpg to appnwch- : Tliey see a IkUe» and 
hejievfl tJbutt there ia nothing U^ond thehr sphere 
envision, as the Vatmtm of SpuO) who inbaUtad ft' 
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smiU valley, conceWed the uiRounding moantoini 
to be tbe boubdanes of the. world. In proportioB 
as poftction. u id<h« distinctly cDoeciived. the 
pleasure of contaD{d«dng> our own perfomaanoet 
urill be lessened; it may tberefiHV be observed^ 
that th^ who most deaMre pratae are often afraid 
to dedde in favour of their own perfbrmances ; 
th^ know how much is still wanting to tlieir com- 
pletion, and wait with anxiety and terror the de- 
termination of the public. " I please every one 
else (says Tully) but never satisfy myself." 

It has often been inquired, why, notwithstand- 
ing the adrancei of latsr ages in adente« wd the 
aaustanoe wbit^ the infusion of so many new idw9 
has ^ven u% we fall below the aneienta in the art 
ai compoMtion. Some part of their auperiority amy 
be justly aaeiibed to the graces of thiHr language 
fittm whiefa tiie most polished of the {veienl 
European tongues are string more tiban barbtvqiift 
degenerations. Some advantage they might gain 
merefy Yiy priocity* wfakfa put then in poaaawon of 
the vaott nstunl acntaments, and left us nothing 
but. sbrttils liepetitifKi or baoei oonceite. Sut tto 
greata- part ctf tbetr praise seemi to have been (be 
jaat reward of modesty and labour. Their. senae 
of human weakness oonfined them commonly t» 
one study,' wUdi thrar knowledge of (be extnit aX 
every science engaged them to proaeeute wilb in* 
deArtigafale dilignkce. 

AnMng the writers of aatiqirity I.niuembar non« 
except Statuia wfao ventwies to mention the speedy 
pvoduetion of his wiitings, either M>an <tetctHMtioB 
of Us fiMilts, or a proBfof bii teifitgr. Hkk^M. 
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Statuis, when be oonndered himself as a candid 
date fer lastiog reputati«i, think a dour attentiml 
Dnnecessary, but amidst all bis pride and indigency 
^ two gfeat hastenos of modern poems, empk^red 
twelTe ^ean upon the Hiebud, and thinks bis 
daim to renown proportioaate to his l^our. 

2%«iau, utulla ermeiaia lima, 
Ttniot, audaetjide, Jf onAufuc 
' OavdiafatttK. 

1 - '. 

ndiUi'd with d^lew too. nr. 1^ 
At length K^ire to MantuaD pniie. 

Ovid indeed apoI<^ses in his banishment for the 
imperfection of his letters, but mentions his want 
of lenure to poKsh th«m as an addition to his calt- 
oiities; and was so fiir from ima^ning rerisalg 
and ecwrectlms unneeessarjr, that at bis departure 
frnn Rome, be threw his ^etamwidioses into the 
fir^ lest be sboaM be disgraced by a boc^ wfak^ 
he could not hope to finish: 

It seems not oftm to hav« happened that the 
same writer aspbed to repatatimi In v«se and 
|W08e ; and of thoae few that att«npted such divert 
nty of excdloMe, I know not that even one bu&. 
eeeded. Contnoy diaraetos they nevet imagined 
a si&gle mind aUe to support, aAd tb«vfore no 
man is leooided to have unctertak^ mwe liian one 
kind of dramatic poetry. 

What tbey had written, they did not vehture m 
timr first fondness to thrust into the world, but, 
emsidering the impropriety of sending forth in- 
eonridnvtdy that which cuinot be recalled, dfr 
feired tiie pnUiostiai^ if not nine years* aeooccfing 
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to the direction of Bxxio^ yet till their fiuK^ 
wta cooled afto' the nqxtuies of idrentton, and 
tiie ^axe of noyelty had.cG«aed to daxile tbejudg- 
mail;. 

.There were io those days no wtekly or (fiiunulL 
writers ; wmUa dies, et midta Uturrt, much tim^ 
Vid many, rastnea, were considered as indjgpeiMabld 
requisites ; and that no other method of attaining 
lasting praise has been yet discovered, may be con> 
jectured from the Uotted manuscripts of Mitton 
DOW remaining, and from the tasdy emission of 
Pop^s oompositicms, delayed more than oooe till 
the incidents to which they aUuded were fio^ottei^ 
till bis enemies were secure fromhis satire, and* 
what to an honest mind must be more painful, bis 
frirods were deaf to hia encomituns. ■• 
. To him, whose eagerness of praise humes his 
^oductions sochi into the light, many imperfections 
are unavoid^le, even wh«« the mind fumiahes the 
materials, as well as regulates their di^sitian,.8nd 
nothii^ d^>ends upon search or information. De- 
lay (^pens new veins of thought, t^ su^fect dis- 
missed for a time appears with a new trun of 
dependent images, the accidents of reading or con- 
versation supply new ornaments or allusions, or 
mere intermission of the fatigue of thinking enables 
the mind to ctdlect new force, and make new ex- 
cursicHis. But all those benefits come too late for 
him, who, when be was weary with labour, snatched 
at the recompense, and gave his work to his friends 
and his enemies, as soon as impatience and pride 
persuaded him to conclude it 
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Ode of tht fnoBt pemtdoUs effects of fcute, it 
obMHirity. He that teems whh a ^u'lck succestion 
of idei^ abd ptiorives how one aentiment pro- 
duces another, easily believes that be can clearly 
tepccsB vrbat he so stntn^y oomprehends ; he 
seldom suspects his thoughts of embatrasstjoent; 
while he preserves in his own memory the series of 
Gonqexion, o^ his diction of ambigbity, whik only 
one sense is present to his mind. Yet'if he has been 
employed on an abstruse, w complicated argu- 
ment, he will 6nd, when he has awhite withdrawn 
his mind, and returns as a new reader to his worl^ 
that he has only a oonjet^ural glimpbe of his own 
meaning, and that to exj^n it to those whom he 
desires to instruct, be must opoi his sentiments, 
disentangle his method> and alter his arrangement 

AuthOTs and lovns always snfi^ some in&tua- 
tion, from wfaidi only absnice can set th«n free ; 
and every man ought to reetMe himself to the full 
exerdse of his judgment, befiue he does that which 
he cannot do improperiy, without iq^oring bis ho- 
nour and his quiet. 
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Oonfileor: m gnid praUtt dtliepiJiiUri.——onp. 
I grant ibe durge ; fingire the ftnlt coUftihM. 

To i%« RAHBLEB. 

I AH one of those beings 6Y>m wbnn many, thit 
mdt at the sight of all other misery, think it 
meritorious to withhold rdief; cme whom the A- 
gour of virtuous indignatiMi dotHut to sufier witl^ 
out complaint, and peiiih without r^ard; and 
whom I myself have formeriy inaillted in the pride 
(^reputation and sbiurity of innooenoe; 

I am of a good fiimily, hut my Mbet was bur- 
tliened with more ctuldrcn tfaah he could decently 
nipport^ A wealthy rdatioD, as he travelled from 
London to his country seat, oondeHtending to make 
htm i virit, was touched with oompasiiob of hi> 
harrow fertune^ and resolved to ease him of part of 
his charge by taking the care of a diiM ikpon hiia< 
self. IMstress on one side, and ambition on the 
Other, were too powerful for parental fondnasa, and 
the little &mily passed in review b^re him, that 
he might make his choice. I was then ten years 
old, and, without knowing for what purpose I was 
caHed to my great oonsin, endeavoured to recom- 
mend myself by my best courtesy, sung him my 
prettiest song, ttrfd the hut story that I had read, 
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and so much endeared myself 1^ my innocence, 
that he dedared his resolution to adopt me, and to 
educate me with his own daughters. 

My parenta Mt the oommcn : stnig^es aA the 
thought of parting, and tome natttral tears they 
drop{fdt hut wipfdthem toon. They considered. 
Dot without that filse estimaticHi of the Yalne of 
wealth, whidi poverty long ccmtinued always pro- 
duces, that I was raised to higher rank than they 
oould give me, and to hopes of more ample fortune 
thui they could bequeath. My mother sold some 
ai her ornaments' to dress me in such a manner as 
might secure me frcnn contempt at my fint arri- 
val ; and when riie dismUsed me, pressed me to 
berboaom witii an emlnace that I still- feel,- gave 
me some precepts of piety, which, however neglect- 
ed, J have not fiwgotten, and uttoed pmyen for 
my final happiness, of which I have not yet ceased 
^ hope that they will at hut he granted. 

My sisters envied my new finery, and seemed not 
much to regret our seperstitxi; my fiither con- 
ducted me to the stage-ooach with a kind Of cfaett- 
fdl tenderness : and in a veiy short time I was 
tranqxwted to if^endid^artments, and • luxwriotu 
-taUe, and grew &miltar to shew, wns^ sod gkiety. 

In tliiee yean my mother died, liavittg im}dOfcd 
a Unwig on her fiunily with her last IbeatJi. I 
bad little opptvtunity to indulge a torrmr wlndt 
there was none to partake with tae, and therefore 
soon ceased to r^ect much opcoi ray loss. My 
ftUier turned all his care upon bis other chiidmi, 
whom some fortunate adventures and unexpected 
legacies enabled him, when be died four years a£Ut 
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my mother, to leave in ,a condition above didr 
expectations. 

I should have shared the increase of his fortune, 
wad bad once a portion assigned me in bis will ; but 
piy cousin assuring Um that all care for me was 
ueedlMS, since he had resolved to f^ce me happily 
hi the world, directed him to divide my part 
wiongst my siatan. 

Thus I was tluown upon dependance without re- 
B0M>ee.' 'Beiog-now at an ageiii'which young wo- 
HMn are-inittfljted intcvcooapaBy, I was no longer to 
be supported in my former «buscter, but at conu- 
derable otpeBoc; so tliat partly lest I should waste 
money, and por^y lest my appearance might draw 
too many, oomptiments and assiduities, I was insen- 
aUy de^wled from my equality, and enjoyed few 
I^vil^fCB above the >head servant, but that of re- 
e^vingno wages, ] 

1 felt every iedignity, but knew that resentment 
wDi|ld. precipitate nyifaU. I tbere&ve endeavoured 
to ^cwtfRUe my importance by little services and 
af^S &£Q^MspQ«s, -aiKl, foxatime, preserved my- 
self fit>i»neglept^. by witbdiv wing all pretences to 
c|DaHtf3tijAQP^'e«d»ttt^Hig^4:» please rather than to 
Abme*: b)ti^t-.|iQr' interest, notwithstanding this ex- 
Ifp^jB^iH^hptnl^'deolinedpend my cousin's .&vonrite 
)]aiud:^b^a& |ot«xcb|aige repartees with me, and 
eoliMiUme abiyit- the alteratious of a cast gown. 

■ liwas now completely. depressed ; and, though I 
lad seett mankind enough to know the necessity of 
ootmud ebeerfulness,^ I -often withdrew to my 
dumber to v«it my grief, at turn my condition 
in my mind, and examine by what means I might 

VOL. VI. N 
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escape from perpetual mort^o^on. At last my 
schemes and sorrows woe interrupted by a sudden 
dumge of my relatkm's behaviour, who one day 
todc an oecasirai, wb«i we were left together in a 
room, to "bid me sufiiar myself no l<Higer to be in- 
sulted* but assume the place which he always in- 
tended me to hold in the fiunily. He osnired me 
that his wife's pr^rence <^ bw own daui^teis 
should never hurt me ; and, aooompaoyipg his pn^ 
fiessions with a purse of gold, ordered me to bespeak 
aridi suit at the mercer's, and to apf>ly privatdy 
to him fer money when I wanted it, and insinuate 
that my other friends supplied me, wlnefa he would 
take care to oou&m. 

By this stratagem, which I did not thm under- 
stand, he filled me with tenderness and gratitude, 
compelled me to repose on him as my only 
support, and produced a necessity of private cm- 
vorsatimi. He often appointed interviews at the 
faonse of an acquaintance, and sometimes oallsd im 
me with a coach, and earned me abroad. My 
sense of his favour, and the desire of retuning 
it, disposed me to unUmited comptusanoe, and, 
though I saw his kindness grow every day mtne 
fond, I did not sufier any sus^don to enter my 
timnghts. At last the wretch took advantage of 
the ftmiliarity which be enjoyed as. my- relation, 
and the submission wbidi he eucted as my bene- 
&ctor, to complete the ruin of an <Hphan, whom 
his own promisei had made indigent, whran hi* 
indulgence had melted, and his authority subdued. 

1 know not why it shmild afford subject of exult- 
lUion, to overpower on any terois the reMlukiMk or 
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MirpriM the ttutien of a girl ; but ^tSk Ae boMteif 
that d«dE theaiBelvet in tbe spoSi of iaoocenoe and 
bMuty. the^ surely have the least pret^MJons tp 
tnumph, who submit to owe their sues^ss to soQtf 
CMual influence. Tb^ neither etAploy the gisoes 
«f ftti^t nor the fwce of uodmttaxiAinf^ in their 
Attempts ; they cannot pleaK thsir vaai^ with t)|f 
art of their approaches, tiie Maetayo^ Aeir aduhk 
tions, the el^ance of their address, or the efl^^sit^ 
of tbeit ektqucnce ; nor applaud Uienuelves as pos- 
aeased idf any qualities, by whie^ afiection is «tr 
trected. They sunnount no obst^dqs. tfa^y defeat 
no rivals, but attack only those who oaOBiot retis^ 
and are often content to possess the bod^i without 
any solicitude to gain the heart 

Many of those despicable wretches does my pre- 
sent acquaintance with inbmy and wickedness 
enable me to numbn among the heroes of de- 
bauchery. Reptiles whom their own servants would 
have despised, had they not been their servants, and 
with whom beggary would have disdained inter- 
course had she not been allured by hopes oi re> 
lief. Many of the beings which are now rioting 
in tavems, or shivering in the streets, have been 
corrupted, not by arts of gallantry which stole gnu 
dually upon the affections and laid prudence asleep, 
bat 1^ the fear of losing benefits which were never 
intended, or of incurring resentment whidi they 
could not escape; some have been frighted by 
masters, and some awed by guardians into ruin. 

Our crime had its usual consequence, and he soon 
percdved that I could not l<»ig continue in his 
fimuty. I was distracted at ihe thou|^t of the re- 
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pToach wliiefa I now believed inevitable. He oom- 
fbrted me with hopes of eluding all disooveiy, and 
oft«i upbraided me with die anxiety, whidi per- 
haps none but hfmself saw in my countenance; but 
at last mingled his assurances of pr(rt«ction and 
inaintenaaice with menaces of total desertion, i^ in 
the moments of perturbatioDt I should sufibr fait 
secret to escape, or endeavour to tlmnr on him any 
part of my infemy. 

Thus passed the dismal hours till my retreat 
could no longer be delayed. It was pretended that 
hiy relations bad sent for me to a distant county, 
and I entered upon a state which shall be described 
in my next letter. 

^ I am, kc 
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Ito. 171. TUESDAY, NOVEMBl^Ji, 1751. 

Tiedttcalietmeexa lueri. viio. 

SaAiilbanii, BndloathMmeUttedti]'. ' ' 

7*0 tts RAMBLEE. 

MisEiXA now sits cknrn to continue her nanntive. 
I am coaviDced that nothing would mote power- 
fully preserve joutb from irregularity or guard in- 
experienoe fiom seduction, than a just description 
of the ooadition into whidi the wanton |daiiget 
bersd^ and therefore b(^ that my letter may be 
a suffideut anUdote to my exam{de. 

After the ^traction, hesitation, and delays which 
the timidity of guilt naturaUy produces, I was re- 
moved to lodgings in a distant part of the town» 
under one (^tfae characters commonly assumed upon 
such occasions. Here being by my drcumstanoes 
condemned to solitude, I passed most of my hours 
in bitterness -and anguish. The conversation of the 
peo|:de with whtun I was placed was not at all ca- 
p^e, of enga^g my attention^ or dispossessing 
the ragning ideas. The books which I carried to 
my retreat were such as faei^tened my abhorrence 
of myself ; for I was not so far abandoned as to sink 
TcduntarUy into corruption, or endeavour to conceal 
from n^ ofrn mind the enormity of my crime. 
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My relation remitted nraie of his fondness, but 
Tinted toe so often, that I was sometimes afraid lest 
his assidui^ should expose him to suspidon. When- 
ever he came he found me weeping and was them- 
fore less deii|^tfidly mtertnned Hm h< expected. 
After frequent expostolations upon the unreason- 
ableness of my sorrow* and innumerable protesta- 
tions of everlasting regard, be at last found that I 
was more affected with the loss of my innocence, 
than the danger of my fiune, and that he might 
not he disturbed by my rtmtnrae, began to lull my 
conscience with the opiates of iireli^on. His ar- 
guments waw such as my ootnse of life has akice 
imposed me often to the DcccBsi^ (Cheating, tuI- 
gar, empty, rad ftUadous; yet tliey at fiat oon- 
fiiunded mehy their novelty, filled me With doubt 
andpcrplasity, wd intsirupted tbal-peMe which 
I bf^an to feci ^m the sineerify of my rcpentxnce, 
without substitutiRg any otiier support. I listened 
a while to his impious gabble, butits influenoe was 
sonn overpowered 1^ natural reason' and early 
education, and the ooifnotims whidi this new at- 
tempt gavff me of' his basmess completed my ab- 
bomnoe. I have heard of bdrhtrians^ who, when 
tempests drive ships upon tbeir ooesti decay them 
to the rooks that they may launder their kdtng, 
and have always thought ^at wretdtes, thnsraer- 
cUest in their depredations, ought to be destroyed 
by a general insurrection of all social hrai^ ; yet 
bow light is this guilt to the crime of him, who, in 
theag^tatittM of rmnotse, cuts away the ancbrar of 
piety^ and, when he has drawn aude credulity from 
the patfas of virtue, bidet the hgbt of heaven which 
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waM diicct bar to return. I bad bitberto consi- 
dered faim aa a man cqualty betrayed witb myself 
by the eoDcanence ^appetite and opportunity ; but 
I now saw with honor that be was contriving to per- 
petuate his gratification, and was desirous to fit jne 
to his purpose, by complete and radical corruption. 

To esc^w, bowerer, ma not yet in my powcTt 
I oould support the.expenoea of my condition, culy 
hy tbs cxHitinuanoe of his fiivour. He provided all 
that was necessary, and in a few weeks congra- 
tulated me upon my escape from the danger whicb 
we bad both expected with so much anxiety. I 
thai b^an to remind him of his promise to reston 
me witb my fiime uninj ured to the .wiovld. He pro> 
misled me in general terms, that nothing should be 
tranting which his pown coald add to my bap|^> 
nes^ tnit finbore to release me from my confine. 
ment.. I knew bow much my reception in the 
world- depended iq»o my speedy return, and was 
tfaerefime outragBOsidy impatioit ^his delays, wbidi 
t now pcrceiFedto be only art^es of lewdness. He 
tofe me at last; with an appearance of sorrow* that 
all bi^es of reatonlam to.my former state were foE 
erer pcsduded; that chanoe had discovered my 
seoret; ud malice di>Tulged it; and that nothing 
now rentuoed, but to seek a retreat more pivat^ 
where curionty or hatred oould never find ua 

The rage, angobh, and resentment, which I felt 
at this iwcount are not to be expi^essed. I was in 
ao mw:h dread of reproach and infamy, which be 
represented as pursuing me with full cry, that I 
yidded mys^ impliatiy to his disposal, and was 
removed witb a thousand studied precautions, 
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through by-ways and dark pasS^^ to ano&er 
hbufle, where I harassed him with p«pet«al sdi- 
citations for a small annuity that might enaUe me 
to lire ui the country in obacurity and innocence. 

This demand heat first evaded with ardent pro> 
. fesMDns, but in time appeared ofiended at my im- 
portunity and distrust ; and having one day endea- 
voured to Soothe me with uncommon ex|H«sflions (^ 
tenderness, when be found my discontent immove- 
aUe, left me with some inarticulate murmurs of 
anger. I was pleased that he was at last roused to 
aenaiUlity, and expecting that at his next viut he 
would comply with my request, lived with great 
tcanquillity upon the money in my hands; and was 
so much pleased with this pause of persecution^ 
that I did not reflect how much tiis abseme had 
exceeded the usual intervals, till I was alirmed 
with the danger of wanting subsistence.' I then 
suddenly contracted my expenees, but was un- 
willing to supplicate fw assistance. Necessity, 
however, soon overcame my modesty or my ^de, 
and I applied to him 1^ a letto-, but had no an- 
swer. I writ in terms mcnre picsnng, hot wiUiout 
^fect. I then sent an agent to inquire after him, 
who informed me, that he had fitted his bouse, 
and was gone with his family to rende ftr some 
time on his estate in Ireland. 

However shodcedat this abrupt departure, I was 
yet unwilling to believe that he oould wholly aban- 
don me, and therefore, by the sale of my clothes, I 
supported myself, expecting that every post would 
bring nze relief. Thus I passed sev^i months be* 
tween hope and dgection, in a gradual approach 
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to poverty and distress, eitfuaated with .dbecutent, 
and bewildered with uncertainty. At lut. mj land* 
lady, after many hints of the necessity of a new lo^, 
took the oppcMtunity of my ahsCTioe to search my 
boxes, and missing some of my . apparel, aeamd the 
remainder for raatf and: lad me to ttie docs'. 

To remcKistrate against legal cruelty, was vain; 
to supplicate obdurate bnitality, w»& hopeless. I 
went-away I knew not whither, and wBnd««d about 
witboutany setUedpurpoie, unacquainted with the - 
usual expedients of misery, unqualified for laborious 
offices, j^raid to meet an eye that had seen me be- 
foce, and hc^less of relief from those who were 
strangers to my former condition. Night came oa 
in the midst of my distraction, and I still continued 
to wander till the menaces of the watch obliged 
me to shelter myself in a covered passage. 

Next day, I procured a lodging in the back- 
ward garret of a mean houses and emplt^ed my 
landlady to inquire for a service. My applications 
were generally r^ected for want of a character. 
At length I was received at a draper's, but when 
it was known to my mistress that I had only one 
gowni and that of silk, she was of opinion that I 
looked like a thief, and without warning hurried 
me away. I then tried to support mysdf by my 
needle ; and, by my landlady's recommendation, 
obtained a little work from a shop, and for three 
weeks lived without repining; but when my punc- 
tuality had gained me so much reputation, that I 
was trusted to make up a bead of some value, one 
of my fellow-lodgers stole the lace, and I was 
obliged to fly from a prosecution. 
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ThncdriTOn agtin into the streets, I Imd upen 
the least that could support me, and at night ac. 
oonamodated mysdf under pent-honsei as well as I 
epuM. At length I became absolutdy peirayless^ 
and having strolled all day without suateoano^ 
was, at tiie doae of evening, accosted by an d- 
derly raan* with an invitation to a tav^n. I re- 
used him with hesitatiaxi ; he sdaed me by the 
hand, and drew me into a neighbouring houi^ 
where, when be saw my fiue pide with hunger, and 
my eyes sw^ng with tears, he spumed me frnn 
him, and bade me cant and whine in some other 
place; he for his pert would take can of bis 
pockets. 

I still continued to stand in the way, having 
scarcely strength to walk iurthn-, when another 
soon addressed me in the same manner. When he 
saw the same tokens of oakuntty, he considered 
that I might be obCuned at a cheap ratev and thete^ 
fore quickly made overture^ which I had no iiMiger 
firmness to reject. By this man I was maintaintd 
fbur months in penurious wickedness, nd theb 
abandoned to my former oonditim, from which I 
was delivered by another keeper. 

In this abject state 1 have now passed four years,, 
the drudge (^extortion and the sport of drunkm- 
ness; sometimes the property of one man, and 
sometimes the common prey of accidental lewd- 
ness ; at one time tricked up fw sale by the mis- 
tress of a brothel, at another hegpag in the streets 
to be rdieved from hunger by wickedness ; withoat 
any hope in the day but of finding some wliom 
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fidly or exeoB magr oxpoM to my aUtinments, wd 
without any mfletitions at oigfat, but such u giuAb 
and tnror impress upon me. - 

If those who pass their days in plenty and seen- 
rity, could visit for tax hour the dismal receptacles 
to whioh the prostitute retires from her nocturnal 
excursions, and see the wretches that lie crowded 
ti^ether, mad with intsiii£enuu!e> ghastly with &■ 
mine, nauseous with filth, and ntHstune with dis- 
ease ; it would not be easy for any d^;ree of abhor- 
rence to harden them against compassion, or to t^ 
press the desire which they must immediately fbel 
to rescue such nuntbn* of human beings fix>m a 
state so dreadful. 

It is said, that in France they annually evacuate 
their streets, and strip their prostitutes and vaga. 
bondq to their colonies. If the women that infest 
this city had the same opportunity of escaping 
irom their miseries. I believe very little force would 
be necessary ; for who among tiiem can dread any 
change ? Many of us indeed are wholly unqualU 
fied for any but the most servile employments, and 
those perhaps would require the cftre of a magi*, 
trate to hinder them from fi^wing the some 
practices in another country ; but others are only 
precluded l^ infamy from reformation, and would 
gladly be delivered on any terms from theneces- 
sity of guilt, and the tyranny of clunce. No place 
hut a populous city, can afford opportunities for 
open prostitution ; and where the eye of justice can 
attend to individuals, those who cannot be made 
good may be restruned from mischief. For my- 
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part, I should, exult at Uie ^vikge-ttf buiish- 
ment, and tbink myself happy in any r^on that 
should restore me once again to honesty aad 
peace. 

I am. Sir, &c. 

HISELLA. 



No. 172. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, ll-Sl. 

■ Sitpe n^arf lolei quoHi tim, Prisce,futurut , 

Sijiam taeupUt ,• timque repente pitau. 
Qttemtpuan poiie pulat mora TiarrareftUtirot f 
Die mihi, tifiu (u fro, ipialij ww.— -mart. 

PriKut, tOo'tg oAen oilc'd me bow I'd Utc, 
Sbea'd &te «t once botb wealth ud honour give. 
What «onl hi> ftitoie conduct cui Ibresee ? 
Tdl toe what sort of lion you won'd be.— ?. lewis. 

NoTBiNG has been longer observed, than that a 
change of fortune causes a change of manners ; 
and that it is difficult to con^^ture from the con- 
duct of him whom we see in a low condition, how 
be would act; if wealth and power were put into his 
hands. But it is generally agreed, that few men are 
made better hy a£9uence or exaltation ; and that 
the powers of the mind, when they are unbounded 
and expanded l^ the sun-shine of felicity, more 
frequently luxuriate into follies, than blossom into 
goodness. 

Many observations have concurred to establish 
this opinion, and it is not likely soon to beccmie ob- 
solete, for want of new occasions to revive it. The 
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greater part (^ mankind are oomipt in eveij con. 
dition, and differ in bigh and in low stations, onlf 
as they have more or fewer opportunities of grati- 
fying their desires, or as they are more or less 
restrained by buman censures. Many yitiate their 
principles in the acquisition of riches; and who can -> 
wonder that what is gained by fraud and exttntion 
is enjoyed with tyranny and excess ? 

Yet I am willing to believe that the depravation ■ 
of the minA by eternal advuitages, though cer- 
tiunly not uncommon, yet approaches not so nearly 
to universality, as some' have asserted in the bitta*- 
ness of resentment, or heat of declamation. 

Whoever rises above those who once pleased 
themselves with equality, will have many malevo* 
lent gazers at his eminence. To gain sooner than 
others that which all pursue with the same ardour, 
and to which all imagine themselves entitled* will 
for eva be a crime. -When those who started widi 
us in the race of life, leave us so far behind, that 
we have little hope to overtake tbem. we revenge 
our disappointment by remarks on the arts of sup- 
plantation by which they gained the advantage, or 
on the folly and am^ance with which they possets 
it. 0[f tbem, whose rise we could not hinder, we 
lolace ourselves by prognosticating the &U. 

It is impossible for human purity not to betn^ 
to an ^e, thus sharpened by malignity, some stains 
which lay concealed and unregarded, while ncne 
thought it thdr interest to discover them ; nor can 
the most drcumspect attention, or steady rectitude, 
escape Uame from censors, who have no indinatkm 
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to approre. Riches, therefon; perhaps, do not so 
•ften produce crimes as indte accusers.' 

The commoD diarge against those who rise above 
tbdr ori^ul randitiou, is that of pride. It is een- 
tain that success naturally CMifinDS us in a favour- 
•hie opinion of our own abilities. Scarce anj man 
is willing to allot to acddent, friendslup, and « 
thousand causes, which concur ki eveiy event with- 
•ut huoun contrivance or iaterpositicm. the part 
which they may justiy cUim in his advanc«nent 
We nte ourselves by oar fortuoe rather than our 
Tutues, and excHiatant claims are quickly produced 
by imaginary m»it Butcaptiousness uidjealausy 
are likewise easily offended, and to him who studi- 
ously loc^ for an affront, every mode of behaviour 
will supply it ; freedom will be rudeness, and re- 
serve Bullenoess ; mirth will be negligence, and 
seriousness formality ; when he is reaeived with 
ceremony, distance and respect are incvkatod; if 
he is tttated with familiarity, he eondodes himself 
insulted by condescoisions. 

It must however be ooaiesaad, that as all sodden 
dianges are dangerous, a quick trani^tion from 
poverty to abundante can sddom be ittade with 
fia&ty. He that has long lived within sight of 
pleasures which be could not reach, will need moi» 
than common moderation, not to lose his reason in 
unbouDded riot, when they are first put into bit 
power. 

Every possession is endeared by novelty ; every 
gratification is exaggerated by desire. It is difficult 
not to estimate what is latdy gained above its real 
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TBloe ; it ii impossible not to annex greater hapfM- 
ness to t^t conditiffli from which we are unwiU 
lingly excluded, ^a nature has quatified us to 
obUin. For tiiis reason, the remote .inheritor of 
an unexpeoted fortune, may be generally lUslaii* 
gokhed from those who are enriched m the com* 
mon omrse of lineal descent, by his greatN* haste 
to enjoy his wealth, by the Bneiy of his dxeae, the 
pomp of his equipage, the splendour of hia fumi* 
ture, and the luxury of his taUe. 

A thousand things which familiarity discoverB to 
be of little ndue, have pow» for a time to seize tfac 
imagination. A Virginian king, when the Eu- 
ropeans had fixed a lock on his door, was so de- 
lighted to find his subjects admitted or excluded 
with such ftdlity, that it was fi^m morning to 
evening his whole employment to turn the key. 
We, am(Hig whom locks and keys have been longer 
in use, are inclined to laugh at this Americaif 
amusement; yet I doubt whether this paper will 
have a single reader that may not apply the story 
to himself, and recollect some hours <^ his life in 
whi^ be has been equally ov^powered by the 
transitory charms of trifling novelty. 
- . Some indulgence is due to him whom a happy 
gale of fortune has suddenly transp^ted into new 
regions, where unaecustottied lustre da^le his eyes, 
and untasted delicacies solicit 1u$ appetite. Let 
him not be considered as lost in hopeless degene- 
racy, though he £» a while fbigets the regard d^^ 
to others, to indulge the cont^mplatkfft of hioifelf, 
and in the extravagance of his Gnt r^ures ev- 
pQcts that his eye should regulate the motions of 
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all that approach him, and bis opinion be recetred 
es decisive and oraculous. His intoxication will 
^ve way to time; tbe ma<bie9s of joy will fume 
impercepdbly away ; tbe sense of his insufficienqr 
wiU soon return ; he will remember that tbe eo- 
<^>eration of others is necessary to his happiness* 
and learn to conciliate their regard by reciprocal 
beneficence. 

There is, at least, one consideration whibh ought 
to alleviate our censures of the powerful and rich. 
To imagine Uiem chargeable with all the guUt and 
tcUy of their own actions, is to be - very little ac- 
quainted with tbe world. 



Be Fabialu pouvoir vmu ignorez fj/vreue, 
El du laeheJUUevr ta voii auhmtereue. 



Thoa btst not loiown tbe giddy whirb of &te. 

Nor teniit flatteries Thich enchant the grcM.— mim *. w. 



He that can do much good or harm, will not find 
many whom amlution or cowardice will suffer to be 
sincere. While we live upon the level with tbe 
rest of mankind, we are reminded of our duty by 
the admonitions of fiiends and reproaches of ene- 
mies ; but men who stand in the highest ranks of 
sodety, seldom hear of their faults ; if by any ac< 
cident an opprobrious clamour reaches Uidr ears, 
flattery is always at hand to pour in her <^iates, to 
quiet convictiout and obtund remcn'se. 

Favour is seldom gained but by conformity in vice. 
Virtue can stand without assistance, and considers 
herself as veiy little obliged by countenance and . 
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approbation : but vice, spiritless and timorous, seeks 
the shelter of crawds, and support of 'confederacy. 
The sycophant, therefore, neglects the good quali- 
ties of bis patron, and employs all his art on hia 
weaknesses and follies, regales his r«gning vani^, 
w stimulates his prevalent desires. 

Virtue is sufficiently difficult with any circuni- 
stances, but the difficulty is increased when reproof 
and advice are frighted away. In common lif^ 
reason and conscience have only the appetites and 
passions to encounter ; but in higher stations they 
must expose artifiize and adulation. He, therefore, 
that yields to such temptaticms, cannot give those 
who look upon his miscarriage much reason for ex- 
ultation, since fevr can justly presume that fioni- 
tiie same snare they should have been able to escape. 
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No. in. TUESDAY, NOVEMBEB M, USl. 

Quo virtus, ^uofemU error ?- ■—■hob. 

Now t^y, wlure Tirtue stopa, and «lea beginif 

As any acdgn or posture, long continued, wilt 
4iktort «nd disf^ure tJbe Umbs ; so tbe nund liker. 
viae ia j;ii{i|)Iad and ooubracted by perpetual ap- 
plicatapQ to the p^ipe 9&t of idee*. It is easy to 
gUW tl^ trade ^ an artizan by bis knees, bju fin* 
ga% ;Qr bis shoulders : and there are few among 
i^^ of tbf more Uber«| professional, wbosp minds do 
not CQIT7 ^f> brand pf theh* calling, or whose con- 
versation dpes not quickly discover to what class of 
the community they belong. 

These peculiarities have been of great use, in the 
general hosUlity which every part of mankind exer- 
oses against the rest, to furnish insults and sar- 
casms. Every art has its dialect, uncouth and un- 
grateful to all whom custom has not reconciled to 
its sound, and which therefore becomes ridiculous 
by a slight misapplication, or unnecessary repetition. 

Tbe general reproach with which ignorance re- 
venges the superciliousness of learning, is that of 
pedantry ; a censure whicb every man incurs, who 
has at any time the misfortune to talk to those who 
cannot understand him, and by which the modest 
and timorous are sometime frighted from tbe dis- 
play of their acquisitions, and the exertion of tfa«r 
powers. 



5c by Google 



Va. 11^. THE BAHBLEK. 195 

The name of a pedant is ao formidaUe to young 
men when they 6rst sally from their colleges, and 
is so libndly scattered by those who mean to boast 
their ^epaioe of education, easiness of mannerv 
and kooiriedgia of the worid, that it seems to re- 
quire particnlar cxmsideration ; since, perhaps, i£ 
it were once understood, many a heart might be 
freed from painful apprehenuons, and mmy « 
tongue ddivered from reatnunt. 

Pedantry is the unseastmable ostentation of leanw 
ing. It may be discovered either in the choice of « 
aubject, or in the manner of treating it He is un- 
doubtedly guilty <d pedantry, who, when he bai 
made hioiself master of some abstruse and uncuhi*' 
vated part of knowledge, obtrudes his remarks EB>d 
discoveries upon those whom he believes unable tor 
judge of bis profidraicy, and fiwn whom» as he 
cannot fear oontradictim, he cannot properly ex- 
pect applause. 

To this error the student is sometiraei betnyed 
1^ the natural recurrenoe of tbc mind to its cOmJ 
mon employment, bytfae pleasure which eveiy maa 
lecaves fix)m the recoUecticm of pleasing images, 
and the desire of dwelling upon topics, on wbicfe 
he knows himself aUe to speak with justness, fiat 
because we are seldom so far prejudiced in fimj^r 
of each otha, -as to search out for palliatimis^ 
this fiiilure of politeness is imputed idwiys to 
vanity ; and the harmless cdlegiate, who, perhaps, 
intended entertainment and instruction, or at wonb 
only spoke without suflBcient reflection npon tbr 
character of his bearers, is censured as arrogant, 
or ovabeaiing, and eager to extend his renonii/ 
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in contempt of tbe conrenience of society, and the 
law* of coDversatioD. 

- AH discourse of which others cannot partake, is 
not only an irksome usurpation of the time devoted 
to pleasure uid entertainment, "but what never ftih 
(D exdte very keai resentment, an insolent assertion 
of sup^ority, and a triumph over less enlightened 
understandings. The pedant is, tboefore, not only 
heard with weariness, but malignity ; and those 
who conceive themselves insulted by his knowledge, 
never fail to tell with aoimony bow injudiciously 
it was exerted. 

To avtnd this dangerous imputation, scholars 
sometimes divest themselves with too much baste 
itftbnr aeademical fonnality, and in their endea- 
TOnik to accommodate their notions and their style 
to common conceptions, talk rather of any thing 
dian of that whieh they understand, and sink into 
innpidity of sentiment and meanness of expression. 

There prevails among men of letters an opinion, 
UiBt'all appearance of scirace is particularly hate- 
fid to woipen ; and that th»efore, whoever desires 
to be well received in female assemblies, must 
qu^fy himself by a total r^e^on of all that is 
sraious, lational, or important; must consider' 
argument or criticiun, as perpetually interdicted' ; 
and devote all his attention to trifles, and- all his 
eloquence to compliment. 

Students often form their notions of the present 
generation from the writings of the past, and are 
not very eariy infimned of .those dianges whidi tbe 
gradual diffusion of knowledge, at the sudden ca- 
{Hnet^ftshioD, produces in the world. WhAtever 

Diflitizec by Google 



No. 173. THE BAUBLEK. 197 

might be the state of female literature in the last 
century, then is now no longer any danger lest tiie 
scholar should want an adequate audience at the 
tea-table ; and whoever thinks it necessary to regu- 
late bis conversatitm by antiquated rules, will be 
rather despised for his futility than caressed for his 
politeness. 

To talk intentionally in a manner above thecom- 
prehension of those whom we address, is unque»< 
tionable pedantry; but surely complaisance re- 
quires, that no man should, without proof, conclude 
his company incapable of following him to the 
highest devation of his &ncy, or the utmost extoit 
of his knowledge. It is always safer to en in favour 
of others than of ourselves, and therefore we seldom 
hazard much by endeavouring to excel. 

It ought at least to be the care c^ learning, when 
she quits her exdtaUon, to descend with dignity-. 
Nothing is more despicable than the uriness and 
jocularity of a man bred to sev«e adenoe, and soli- 
tary meditation. To trifle agreeably is a secret 
which schools cannot impart ; that gay n^igenoc 
and vivacious levity, which charm down resistance 
wherever th^ appear, are never attunaUe by him 
who^ having spent his first years among the dust 6{ 
libraries, enters late into the gay world with an 
unpliant attention and estabhsbed habits. 

It is observed in the panegyric on Fabricius the 
mechanist that though forced by public employ- 
ments into mingled conversatioDt he never lost the 
modesty and seriousness of the convent nor drew 
ridicule upon himself by an affected imitation of 
fiuhionaUe life. To Uie same pnuse every man 
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devoted to learning ought to atpue. If be attempti 
the softer arts of plcatiD^ and endcawHirs. to. leant 
the graceful how and the fomiliar emtvaoe, the in- 
.ainuating accent and the general soule, he will lose 
the respect due to the charactn of learning, with- 
out aniving at the envied honour of doing any 
thing with elegance and fsdlity. 

Thec^hiastus was discovored not to be a native of 
Atbaofl, hf so strict ui adherence to the Attic dia- 
Icct, as shewed that he had learned it not bf cus- 
toin« but by rule. A man not early foroied to habitual 
d^aoce, betrays in like manner the effi^cts of his 
educatimi, by an unnecessary anxiety of behaviour. 
It is as possible to become pedantic by fear (^ pe> 
dantry, as to be trouUsome hy ill-timed dvitity. 
There is no kind of impertinence more justly srai- 
mirable, than his who is always labourii^ to level 
thoughts to intellects higher than bis own ; who 
apologizes for every wend which his own narrow- 
ness of QQDverse inclines bim to think unusual ; 
ke^ the exuberance of his faculties under visiUe 
testrdnt; is solidtous to anticipate inquiries by 
needleas explanatiMia ; and radeavours to shade his 
own rinlities* Lest weak eyes should be da^aled with 
thw lustte. 
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Fiemita habet tit earmi) bmgefiigt, dumtaoda n 
ExcutiattUri, lum hie euiijuam parcel anaco. 



VoBdethed 

If he vaij have his jest, he never care* 

At whoM expeoce ; nor friend nor patron Bparea.— 



To &$ BAUBLER. 

The laws of sodal benerotcnce requirvy diat svsfy 
BHn abould endevrouF ta aodBt otiiere by bis expe^ 
rittncft He that has^at last escaped into pert fnm 
the fluKtUAtiens of diance^ abd Ike gusts of opporii 
tion. ought to niftke some ivf reiremeDts in tbe cfaait 
££ lifcji t^ taarkiag tbe tocks on wbibh he has been 
dashed, and the shftUows wheiw brhaa been strali* 
ded. 

The flTEM into which I wasi betrayed, when cU>^ 
tdok fint gave me up to my own diFedson,. is vWyt 
frequently inddent to tbe quick, the spri^itif , the 
Aarless mA tbe gay ; to ail whose ardoor lurriefl 
them into precipHate ^ecution of tftieir designs 
umI impradcnt decbsiation <^ thear c^inioDs ; who 
acMoD caoBt tbe cost of pleasuf^ e« exiunine ihe 
£«t«ot consequences of oi^ jmuitice that flattoft 
tbem with immeAate 'gutificalna. 

i came finth into tbe crowdedl worid wttb tM 
usual juvenile ambition, and desired nothing fae:- 
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yond the title of « wit. Money I conudered as 
below my care ; for 1 saw such multitudes grow rich 
without understanding, that I could not forbeaT to 
look on wealth as an acquisition easy to industry 
directed by genius, and therefore threw it aside as a 
secondary convenience, to be procured when my 
{Hindpal wish should be satisfied, and the claim to 
intellectual excellence universally acknowledged. 

With this view I r^^lated my behaviour in pub- 
lic, and exercised my meditations in solitude. My 
life was divided between the care of providing 
topics for the entertainment of my company, and 
that of collecting company worthy to be enter- 
tained ; for I soon found, that wit, like eveiy 
other power, has its boundaries ; that its success 
d^iends upon the aptitude of others to recnve im- 
{vessions; and tha^ as some bodies, indissoluble 
by beat, can set the Aunace and crucible at defi- 
uice, there are minds upon which the rays of fancy 
may be pointed without eflfect, uid which no fire 
of sentiment can a^tate or exalt 

It was, however, not long before I fitted myself 
with a set of companitms who knew bow to laugh 
and to whom no other recommendation was neces* 
saiy than the power of sbiking out a jest. Among 
tiiose I fixed my residoice, and for a time enjoyed 
Uie fdidty of disturbing the neighbours every night 
with the ob^reperous applanse wfaidi my sallies 
forced from the audience. The reputation of oui 
dnb every day increased, and as my flights and re- 
marks were circulated 1^ my admirers, every day 
brought new aolfaatationi for admission into our 
sodely. 
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To support this perpetual fund of memnient, I 
frequented every place of concourse, cultivated tbe 
acqaaintance of all tbe iiisbjonable race, and passed 
the day in a continual succession of visits, in whidt 
I collected a treasure of pleasantly for tbe expences 
of the evening. Whatever etror of ccmduct I could 
discover, whatever peculiarity of manner I could 
obsore, whatever weakness was betrayed by confi- 
dence, whatever lapse was suffered by neglect, all: 
was drawn together for tbe diversion of my wild 
cooipanions, who when they had been taught the 
art of ridicule never failed to signalize themselves 
by a zealous imitation, and filled the town on the 
ensuing day with scandal and vexation, with merri- 
ment and shame. 

I can scarcely believe, when I recollect my own 
practice, tlut I could have been so far deluded with 
petty praise as to divulge the secrets of tnutt 
and to expose tbe levities of fivnknest ; to wayl^ 
the walks of the cautious, and surprise the security 
of the thoughtless. Yet it is certain, that fat 
many years I heard nothing but with design to 
tell it, and saw nothing with any other curiosity 
than after some &ilure that might furnish out a 
jest 

My heart, indeed, acquits me of deliberate ma- 
lignity, or interested insidlousness. I had no other 
purpose than to brighten the pleasure of laughter 
by communication, nor ever raised any pecuniary ' 
advantage frcHU tiie calamities of others. I led 
weakness and n^^igenoe into difficulties, otiiy that 
I might divert myself with tfarir perplexities and 
distresKs; and violated every law of friendship> 
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witb no other hope than that of gaimng tfae repu. 
tatioD of smartness and watery. 

I would not be understood to cbai^ royaelf with 
any crimes of tfae atrodous or destructive kind. 
I ncTer betmyed an bcir to gMnestere, or s gkl to 
debuichees ; never intercepted die kindness of a 
patron, or sported away the reputatioD of innoentee. 
My delight wu only in petty mificbief, and raomm- 
tnry vexatictfis, and ray aeu^iess was easptoyed 
not upon Smai smd oppreisiosi, which U had 
been meritortoaa to detect* but upoir hacmlcBSiifno- 
lanoe or absurdity, {we^adice or mtstake. 

This inqairy 1 panaued with so mut^ dffigencB 
ami sagacity, that I was able to relate, of every nsan 
whom I knew, some blunder or misearriage; to be- 
tfiay the most drcutnspectof my fnends intofidlies, 
by a ju^dois flattery of his pncdommaBt paaskMr ; 
at mpose Um to contemitt, by platsng hsoi in^i^ 
ciunstances wiuch pat his prgtidiees inta aotiao^ 
brought to view bis natural defects, c* direv the ok* 
tmtion of the company on h& airs e( affeckutiaa. 

The power bad been possessed in Tain if it Inl 
never been exeiited ; and it was not my custom to 
let way arts of jecuhnty remain unemployest Mji 
impatience of applause brought me always early to 
t^ pkaeof entertammfflit; and i seldom &Ued to 
Is;^ a Sf^me wdth.the small knot; that festgathened 
round me, by whieb ssme of these whou.we ex- 
pected nHght be nade subserrienk toi oar sport 
Bvery man has seme ftrcttDite to[Hc of eonversRi- 
tiD% on .whieK. by nfcignedaeriousKssofatdmtibny 
he m^ be: drawn to eHpsAiale wtAout aid. ^rery 
num has some habitusl oontoittiott c£ beahjE^ or 
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estiMiilieicI mode of exinvssion* whicfa never finis to 
ruse mirth if it be pointed oat to notice. By pre- ' 
-iBonitionB <rf these particularities I secured our 
{■leBSUitiy. Our compuiion entered with his usual 
gaiety* and began to partake of our noiiy dieerfaU 
ness, when the fxmvenation was imperceptibly & 
verted to a subject which pressed upon Ms tmder 
par^ and extorted the expected shrag, the cus. 
tomary exdamation, or the predicted remark. A 
general daroour oijaj then burst from all that were 
adnritted to the stratagem. Our mirth was often 
increased 1^ the triumph of him that occasioned it; 
for as we do not lustily form eonelu>i(His against 
ourselves, seldom any one suspected, ^at he had 
exhihurated us otfawwise than by his wit. 

You will hear, I believe, with very tittle surprise, 
that by this conduct I had in a short time united 
mankind i^nst me, and that every tongue wasdiH. 
gent in preventitm or revenge. I soon p»c«ved 
myself regarded with malevt^nee or diatrust, but 
wcnderei what bad- been discovered in me either 
terrible or bateflil. I bad mvaded no nun*s [ao> 
perfy ; I bad rivalled no man's daims ; nor had evor 
engaged in any of those attempts whicfa provoke 
the jedousy of ambition <»■ the rage of faction. I 
had lived but to laugh, and make othns lasf^ ; 
and believed that I was loved by a& who casessed, 
and &voured by all who applauded mb. I never 
ima^ned, that he who, in the mirth of a nocturnal 
revel, concurred in ridiculing his friend, would con- 
rider, in a cooler hour, that the same trick might 
be played agunst himself; or Uiat even whore there 
is no sense of danger, the natuiat pride of bumui 
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nature rises against him, who, by general censures, 
lays claim to general superiority. 

I was convinced, by a total desertion, of the im- 
propriety of my conduct ; every man avoided, and 
cauticHied others to avcnd me. Whoever I came, I 
found silence and dejection, coldness and terror. 
No one would venture to speak, lest be should lay 
himself open to unfavourable representaticms ; due 
company, however numerous, dropped off at zny 
entrance upon various pretences ; and, if I retired 
to svmA the shame of being left, I heard confid«ice 
and mirth revive at my departure. 

tf those whom I had thus offended, could have 
eontoited themselves with repaying one insult for 
another, and kept up the war only by a reciproca- 
tion of sarcasms, they might have perhaps vexed, 
but would never much have hurt me ; for no man 
heartily hates him at whom he can Iaugh> Sot 
these wounds which they ^ve me as' they fiy, are 
without cure; this alarm which tiiey spread by 
thdr solidtnde to escape me, excludes me from M 
friendship and from all pleasure. I am condemned, 
to pass a long intoval c^ my life in sditude, as a 
man suspected of infection is refused admisuon 
into dties; and must linger in obscurity, till my 
omduct shall convince the world, that I may be 
approached without hazard. 

lam, &C. 

DICACULUS. 
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No. J75. TUESDAY, NOVEMBEB 19, 1751. 

JIar> fuppe honi, mimtra mx lunt totidtm qtU 
7%etatitm porta, vtl divitu Mfta JVi&'.— — lUT. 

Good men ne tcuoe, the jnat ire thinly town : 
Tbej ditiTC bnt HI, DOT cu) (hey Uit when grown. 
And ihould we ooont them, and our itoie comple. 
Yet Thebea more gatei oooU show, mon montbt the Nile. 

CBUCH. 

Nome of the axirans of wudom which recom- 
mend the ancient lages to veneratioD, seems to 
have required less extent of knowledge or perspica- 
dty of penetration, than the remarks of Bias, that 
M »AMVH ««^, themt^ority are wkked. 

The de|H^vity of mankind is so easily discover- 
able, that nothing but the desert or the cell can 
exclude it fit>m notice. The knowledge of dimes 
intrudes uncalled and undesired. They whom thdr 
abstraction from cranmon occurrences hinders from 
seeing iniquity, will quickly have their attention 
awakened by feeling it Even he who ventures not 
into the world, may learn its corruption in his closet 
For what are treaties of morality, but persuasives 
to the' practice of duties for which no arguments 
would be necessary, but that we are continually 
tempted to violate or neglect them ? What are all 
the records of history, bat narratives of successive 
villanies, of treasons and usurpations, massacres and 
wars? 
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But. T^eAspa, the excsdlenoe of aphorums consista 
DQt so mucb in the expression of some rare or ab- 
struse sentiment, as in the compresension of some ob- 
Tious and useful truth in afew words. We frequently 
fall into error and folly, not because the true prin- 
dples of action are not known, but because, for a 
time, theytare not remembered ; and he nmy there- 
fixe be justly numbered among the bene&ctcvs of 
mankind, who contracts the great rules of life into 
short sentences, that may be canty impressed on 
the memory, and taught by frequent recollection 
to recur habitually to the mind. 

However those who have passed through half the 
life of man, may now wonder that any should re- 
quire to be cautUHied agunst corruptitni, they will 
find that they have themsetres purchased their con- 
viction by many disappointments and Texattoa^ 
which an earlier knowledge would have spared 
them ; and may see, on every side^ some entangling 
themselves in perplexities, and some unking into 
ruin, by ignorance or neglect t^ the maxim of Kas. 

Every day sends out, in quest of pleasure and dis* 
tindion, some heir fondled in ignorance, and flat* 
tered into pride. He comes forth with all the con- 
fidence of a spirit unacquunted with supeitws, and 
all the boievolence of a mind not yet irritated by 
opposition, alarms by fraud, or embittered hy 
cni^^. He loves all, because he imi^ines himself 
the universal favourite. Every exdiange o£ saluta* 
turn [ffoduces new acqu^ntance, and every ao- 
quaintanoe kindles into friendship. 

Every season brii^ a new flight of beauties into 
the wwld, who have hitherto heard <nily of their 
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pasuoa but that of love. Tbey ai« socm snrrounded 
by admirers whom they credit, becsiue tbey tril 
them only what is heanl with delight Wfaoenr 
gaiBe» upon them ie a lover ; and wboever fecoes a 
ngb, JB pining in despair. 

He svrdy is a us^l monitor, who inculcates to' 
Uiese tbougbtleBs strangfrs, that the tiqjorit^ arc 
wieked s who infonas them, that the train wbidi 
wealth and beauty diiAw after them, is lured onljr 
by the aeent <^ pr^ ; and tbal; perhaps among idl 
those who crowd about them widi professions and 
flattniet^ there is not oae who docs not hope for 
sow^ opportunity to devouc or betray them, to glat 
himself by tbdr destruction, or to share khdr spoib 
with a stronger savage. 

Virtue presented nngly to the imag^nadMi or 
th^ reason, is so w^ reoommended by its own 
graces, and ao strongly supportad by arguments, 
that a good man wonders how any can be bod ; «id 
tbey who are ignorant of the force of passion and 
interest, who never obeerved the arts of seduction, 
the cfmtagion <^^mple, the gradual descent from 
one <»ime to anotheiv qc the insensiUe depravation 
of Uie prinapl^ by loose onivemtion, nataraUy 
expect to find integrity in every hcaam, and vera- 
city OB every tongue. 

It is. indeed, impouible not to hear from those 
who have lived longer, of wrongs and £^bdux)da, of 
violmoe and circumvention; but such narratives 
are cofnmonly regarded by the young, Ae heaify, 
audUie confidmt, as nothing more tban the mur- 
miHtt of peevishness, or the dreams of dotage ; and, 
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notwitbstandiiig dl the doenments fif boary visdom, 
we commonly plange into -the wotld fearless and 
credulous, without any fbrenght of dang»» or ap- 
[vefaenrion of decdt 

I have temarked, in a former papa*, that credu- 
li^ is the common iailing of unexperienced virtue ; 
and that he who is spontaneously suspicious may 
be juitly charged with radical corruption ; for, if he 
ha* not known the preinlence of dishimesty by in- 
fbrmationt nor bad time to observe it with his own 
eyes, whoice can he take his measures of judgment 
hut from himself? 

They who best desore to escape the snares of 
artifice, are most likely to be entangled. He that 
eodeavoun to live for the good of others, must al- 
ways be exposed to the arts of them who live onty 
for themselves, unless he is taught I7 timely pre- 
cepts the caution required in common tranaactitxis, 
and shewn at a distance the pitfals of treachery. 

To youth, tiierefore, it should be carefully incul- 
cated, that, to enta the road (tf life without caution 
or resore, in expectation cf general fidelity and 
justice, is to launch on the wide ocean without the 
instruments of steerage, and to hope that every 
wind will be inYMpoous, and that every coast will 
afibrd a harbour. 

To enumerate the various motives to deceit and 
injury, would be to count all the desires that prevul 
among the sons of men ; since there is no ambition 
however petty, no wish however absurd, that by 
indulgowe will not be enabled to overpowCT the 
influoice of nrtue. Many there are, who openly 
ajxd almoBt professedly r^ulate all their cmidact 
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by their love of money ; who have no other reason 
for action or forbearance for oomplianoe or refusal, 
than that they hope to gain more by one than by 
the other. These are indeed the meanest and cru- 
ellest of human beings, a race with whom, as with 
some pestiferous animals, the whole creation seems 
to be at war ; but who, however detested or scorned, 
long continue to add heap to heap, and when they 
have reduced one to beggary, are still permitted 
to fast«i on another. 

Others, yet less rationally wicked, pass their lives 
in mischief, because they cannot bear the sight 
of success, and mark out every man for hatred, 
whose fame or fortune they believe inoeasing. 

Many who have not advanced to these degrees of 
guilt are yet wholly unquaU6ed for friendship, and 
unable to maintain any constant (»* regular course of 
kindness. Happiness may be destroyed not only by 
union with the man who is apparently the slave of 
interest, but with him whom a wild opinion of the 
dignity of perseverance, in whatever cause, disposes 
to pursue every injury with unwearied and perpetud 
resentment : with him whose vanity inclines him to 
consider every man as a rival in every pretension ; 
with him whose airy negligence puts bis fHaid's 
affiiirs or secrets in continual hazard, and who thinks 
his forgetfulness of others excused by bis inattention 
to himself; and with him whose inconstancy rangea 
without any settled rule of chcnce through varieties 
of friendship, and who adopts and dismisses &vour- 
ites by the sudden impulse of caprice. 

Thus numerous are the dangers to which the con- 
verse of mankind exposes us, and which can bs 

TOL. VI. y 
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avoided only hy prudent distrust. He therrfore 
tint, reinembering this salutary maxim, learns early 
to withhold his fondness from fair, appearances, will 
have reas(Hi to pay some honours to Bias of Priene^ 
who enabled him to become wise without the cost 
of experience. 



No. 176. SATUKDAY, NOVEMBER 96, 1751. 

■»■ — J faio tutpniere oiluiico.*^— aon. 
On me you turn the noae.-'^ — 

Thbks are many vexatiaus acddents and uneasy 
tituatioiu which raiae little compassion iat the sttf> 
&rer> and which no man but those whom they im* 
mtdiatdy distress can regard with seriousness. 
Petty tniscJiieft, that have no influence on futurity* 
DOT extend their efibets to the rest of life, are always 
seen with a land of matidous pleasure. A mistake 
. or embaTTBSsment, which for the present moment 
fiUs the &ee with blushes, and the mind with 
confiision, will have no other efifect upon those 
who observe it, than that of convulung them with 
irresistible laughter. Some circumstances of miseiy 
are so powerfiilly ridiculous, that neither kindness 
nor duty can withstand them ; they bear down love, 
interest, and reverence, and force the friend, the 
dependant, or the child, to give away to instanta- 
neous motions of merriment 

Among the priucipal of comic calamities, may 
be reckoned the pain which an author, not yet 
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fawdeoed inta insensifadit^, feds at Uie onset of ft 
futioiu eritK, whose age, nnk, or fortune, gtvet 
hiro confidence to speak without resale ; who heaps 
ooe objection upon another, and obtrudes his re* 
marks, and enfixces his corrections, without ten- 
derness or awe. 

The author, &I1 of the importance of his work, 
and anxious for the justification of every syllaUe, 
starts and kindles at the slightest attack; tbe 
(iritic, e^er to establish his superioritj', triumph- 
ing in every discovery of failure, and zealous to 
impress the cogency of his argument^ pursues him 
than line to line without cessation or remorse; 
The critic^ who hasards little, proceeds with ve- 
fcemeoce, impetuosity, and feaiiessness ; die author, 
wfaose quiet and &ane, and Ufe and immortality, 
are involved in tbe ctmtroveray, tries every art of 
subterfuge and defence; maintains modestly what 
be resolves never to yidd, and yieUs unwiUin^y 
what cannot be maintained. The aitic*s purpose 
is to aooqaa, the author only hopes to escape ; tbe 
critic therrfore knits his brow, and raiaes his vmoer , 
and rqoices whenever he pai:«vea any tokens of 
pain excited by the pressure of his assertions, or Uie 
point of bis sarcasms. The autfa(»', whose endea^ 
Tour is at once to mollify and elude his persecutor, 
composes his features and st^ns his accent; breaks 
Uie fctfce of assault by retreat, and rather steps, 
aside than flies or advances. 

As it very seldom bappois that tbe rage of ex- 
temporary critidsra infliets latal or lasting wounds, 
I know not that tbe laws of benev<dence entitle 
this distress to much sympadiy. The diversion of 
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baiting an autfaor has the unction of aU ^es and 
nations, and is mare lawful than the sport of teanng 
other animals, because, fot the most part, he comes 
vfduntarily to the stake, fomiahed, as be imagines, 
by the patron powers of literature, with resistless 
weapons, and impenetrable armour,, with the mail 
of the boar (^£rymanth, and the paws of the lion 
of Nemea. 

But the works of genius are sometimes produced 
by other motives than vanity ; and he whom neces- 
sity or duty enforces to write, is not always so well 
satisfied with himself, as not to be discouraged by 
censorious impudence. It may therefore be neces- 
sary to consider, how they whom publication lays 
open to the insults of such as their obscurity se« 
cures against reprisals, may extricate themselves 
from unexpected encounters. 

Vida, a man of considerable skillin the politics 
of literature, directs his pupil wholly to abandon 
his defence, and evea when he can irrefragably 
refute all objections to suffer tamely tbeexultatiiHis 
of his Mitagcmist 

This rule may perhaps be jus^ when advice is 
asked, and severity solicited, because no man tells 
his opinion so freely as when he imagines it recMved 
with implidt veneration ; and critics ought never 
to be consulted, but while errors may yet be rec. 
tified or insipidity suppressed. But when the hook 
has once been dismissed into the world, and can be 
no more retouched, I know not whether a very 
different conduct should not be prescribed, and 
whether firmness «nd spirit may not sometimes be 
of use to oveipowa arn^noe and xepel brutality. 
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Softness, diffidence, and moderation, will often be 
mistaken for imbecility and dejection ; tbey lure 
cowardice to the attack by the hopes of easy victory, 
and it will soihi be found that he whom every man 
thinks he can conquer, Gh&U never be at peace. 

The animadvendcHia of critics are commonly 
saA as may easily provoke the sedatest writer 
to some qutckness of resentment and asperity of 
reply. A man who by long consideration has fami- 
Uarized a sul^ect to his own mind, careftilly sur- 
veyed the series of his thoughts, and planned all the 
parts of his composition into a regular dependence 
on each other, will i^ten start at the sinistrous inter- 
|n«taticHi8, or absurd remarks of baste and igno- 
rance, and wonder by what infatuation they have 
been led away from Uie obvious sense, and upon 
what peculiar principles of judgmeht tfaey decide 
against him. 

The eye of the intellect, like that of the body, is 
not equally perfect in all, nor equally adapted in' 
any to all objeiits ; the end of criticism is to supply 
its d^ects ; rules are the instruments of mental 
iduoD, which may Indeed assist our ftcultles when 
prc^>erly used, but produfK confusion and obscurity 
by unskilful ap^cation. 

Some seem always to read with the microscope 
of critidsm, and employ their whole attention upon 
iBHiate elegance, or ftults scarcely visible to com-' 
mon observation. The dissonance of a syllable, the 
recurrence of the same sound, the repetition of a 
pardd^ the smallest deviation from propriety, the 
slightest d^ct in construction or arrangement, 
swdl bef(M« thdr eyes into enormities. As they 

Diflitizec by Google 



S14 THE BAHBLEft. No. 176. 

discern vitii great exactness, they oompcebaid but 
a narrow compass, and know no^ng of the justnen 
<^ the de»gn, the general qnrit of the perfimiMno^ 
the artifice of oonnexion, or the harmony of the 
parts ; they never cono^re how small a |voportion 
that which they axe busy in contemphitiiig bears to 
the whole, or how the pet^ inaccurades with 
which they are emended, are absorbed and lost in 
general esuidlence. 

Others are furnished by eritidsm with a telescope. 
Tb^ see with great deamess wfaatevar is too remote 
to be discovered by the rest of mankind, but arS' 
totally Uind to all that lies immediately before them. 
They discover in every passage some secret mean* 
ing, sooK remote allunon, some artful allegory, or 
tcxne oecult imitation, whidt no other reades ever 
suspected; but tbcy have no perception of dw 
cogency of arguments, the force of pathetic smti- 
ment^ the vaiioua colonrs erf* dkticni, or tbe flowery 
•mbeUisfamentB <^ fancy ; of all that engages the 
attention of oUiers, they are totally inscsuibl^ while 
tfaey pry into worlds of conjecture, and amuse them* 
selves with lUiantoms in the clouds. 

In cfitidsm, as in every other art, we &U soaw 
times by our weakness, but more frequently by om 
fiiult. We are sometimes bewildered by igmxMiGe, 
and stWHftimw 1^ pi^udioe. but we sddom cteviate 
&r from the light, but when we deliver ouxselvcs 
up tp the dnctioQ ai vanity. 
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No. 177. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 86, 1751. 

Turpe ett diffuilet habere nugat. " •• makt. 

Thote things which now seem &ivolotu and slight, 

Wm be of eeriou* coneequence to yon, 

When they Inre nude ycm once rldicolaus.— —aoKOMNOV. 



To the BAMBLE&. 

8IE, 

When I was. st the usual time* about to enter 
upon the profession to which my friends had de»* 
tined mi^ beii^ sutnuioned, by the death of my 
ftibgTy into die country, I found ihyself master of 
an unexpected sum of money, and of an estat«k 
whicbv ttiough not large, was, in my (pinion, suffi> 
dent to support me in a otmdition far preferable to 
the &tigu^ depntdenee, and uncertainty of any 
gainful occupation. I therefore resolved to devote 
the rest of my life wholly to curiosity, and without 
any confinement of my excursions, or termination 
of my viewst to wander over the boundless regioni 
of general knowledge. 

This sdieme of life seemed {wcgnant with inex- 
haustible variety, and therefisre I could not forbear 
to congratulate myself upon the wisdom of my 
G^Mibe. I furnished a large room with all oonv^ 
nientiie* for study ; csollected books of eveey kind ; 
knitted every sdoioe at Uie first perception of dia- 
gnst; returned to it again as soon as my form^ 
ardour happened to revive ; and having no rival to 
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de}wes8 me by comparison, near any critic to alarm 
me with otgections, I spent day after day in pro- 
found tranquillity, with only so much complacence - 
in my own Improvements, as sored to exdte and 
animate my application. 

Thus I lived for some years with complete acqui- 
escence in my own plan of conduct, rising early to 
read, and dividing the latter part of the day be- 
tween economy, exercise, and reflection- But in 
time, I began, to find my mind contracted and 
stiffened l^ solitude. My ease and el^ance were 
sensibly impaired ; 1 was no longer able to accom- 
modate myself with readiness *to the accidental cur- 
rent of ofHiTersation ; my notions grew pirticular 
and panid<»dcal, and my phrasedt^ formal and 
un&sbionaUe ; I spoke, on common occaaons, the 
language of books. My quukness of apprehcnsiMi, 
and cd^ty of refdy* bad entirely deserted me ; 
when I delivered my opini(»i, or detailed my know- 
ledge. I was bewildered t:^ an unseasonable intoro- 
gatory, disconcerted by any slight opposition, and 
overwhelmed and lost in dejection, when the smal- 
Int advantage was gsoned against me in dispute. 
I became decisive and d(^matical, impatieilt of 
contradiction, perpetually jealous of my character, 
insolent to such as acknowledged my superitnity^ 
and Bullm and maUgnant to all who refused to re- 
ceive my dictates. 

■ This I soon discovered to be<Hie of those intel- 
lectual diseases which a wise man. should make haste 
to cure. I therefore resolved for a time to shut my 
books, and learn against the art oS conv^satton ; to 
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defecate ancl clear my mind by brisker motions and 
stronger impulses ; and to unite myself once moxe 
to the living generation. 

For this purpose I haSted to London, and en- 
treated one of my academical acquaintances, to in- 
tit>duce me into some of tbe little sbdeties of liter- 
ature which are fwmed in taverns and coffee-houses. 
He was pleased with an opportunity of showing me 
'to bis friends, and soon obtained me admission 
among a sdect company of curious men, who met 
once a week to exhUarate tfadr studies, and compare 
their acquisitions. 

The eldest and most venerable of this society was 
Hirsutus, who, after the first dvilities of my recep- 
tion, found means to introduce the tnention of hit 
lavourite studies, by a severe censure of those who 
want ^e due regard for their native country. He 
informed me, that he had early withdrawn bis 
attenti<Mi from foreign trifles, and that since he 
began to addict his mind to serious and manly 
studies, he bad very carefully amassed all tbe En- 
gUsh books that were printed in tbe black cbantctn-. 
This search he had pursued so diligently, that be 
was able to show the defidendes of the best cata- 
k^es. He bad long since completed bis Caxton, 
had three sheets of Treveris unknown to tbe anti- 
quaries, and wanted to a perfect Pynson but two 
volumes, of which one was promised him as a 
legacy by its ja-esent possessor, and the otb^ he 
was resolved to by, at whatever price, when ^is- 
qiulius's library should be sold. Hirsutus had no 
other reason for the vduing or slighting a book, 
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than tiist it was printed in the Iloaiul or the Gothic 
letter, nor any ideaa .but such as lua favoarite 
volumes had supplied ; when be was serious he 
expaUated on the naitatives of Johan de Trevisa, 
and when he was menyi r^aled us with a quotation 
fiwm the Shippe. o£ Fole4. 

White I was bitehing to tbU hoary student, Fer» 
latus entered in aJbuny^ and iD^med us wiUi the 
abruptness of eortaay, that his set of halfpence was 
now complete;; ha bad, just remved in a bandful aS 
change* the pieod tilat b^ hud so Im^ been sedcing, 
and could now defy mankind to outgo iiis ct^kctiMi 
of En^ish cdppiir. : . 

Cbartopbylax thieii QbaCrred how &tidly' human 
lagadty was somt^imeEt bafiSed, and how dten the 
most valiiabledi»coy«rifi%are loaademycbanoe. He 
had employed hiitself atxl his emissaries seven yean 
at great ^xpoifte to perfect his series of Guettes, 
hut had long.wtmted a single paper, which, when 
be despaired of obtaining it. was soit him wrapped 
round a parcel of tobacco. 

Cantiknus turned all bis thoughts upon old bal- 
lads, fiU" be considered Ghem as tlK genuine records 
of the natiMial taste. He offered to show me a 
copy of the CiiiMren in the Wood, which be firmly 
believed to be of tbe first edition,, and, by the lielp 
of wbidi. tbe t^xt might be freed ftom several cor- 
ruptioDB, if this age a£ barbarity had any daim to 
audi fiivours from him. 

Many were admitted into tbi^ society as inferior 
mMnb«n, became they had Oollccted old. prints Bn4 
neglected pattifrfilets, or possessed some jngotait 
of antiquity, as tbe seal of an andent corporation, 
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the charter of a religious house, the genealogy of a 
fiunily extincC, at a lett« written in the reign of 
Ebaabeth. 

Evciy one of these virtuosos looked an all bis «»■ 
sodates as wretches of depraved taste and narrow 
notions. Thar conversation was, therefore, fretful 
and waspish, their hehaviour Ivutal, their morriment 
Unntiy sareaitic^ and Uieir •eriousncts ^oomy and 
siupicioas. They were totally ignorant of all that 
passes, or has lately passed in the worid ; anable to 
diseusB any question of religious, potitical, or mili- 
tary knowledge; equally strangers to science and 
politer learning, and without any vnsh to improve 
their minds, or any other pleasure than that of dis- 
playing rarities, of which they would not suffa 
others to moke the proper use. 

Hirsutus gradously infortned me, that the num-* 
her of their sodety was limited, but that I might 
sometimes attend as an auditor. I was pleased to 
find myself in no dango- of an honour, which I 
could not have willingly accepted, nor gracefully 
refused, and left them without any intention of re<- 
tumiDg ; for I soon found that the suppression of 
those halnts with which I was vitiated, required 
assodation with men very different finm this solemn 
race. 

I am. Sir, &c. 

VITACULUS. 



It is natural to feel grief or indi^piation, when 
any thing necessary or useful is wantonly wasted, 
or Diligently destroyed; and tJioefwe my cor- 
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respoodait cannot be blamed for looking wiUi un- 
eadness 00 tbe waste c^ Uf& Leisure and curiosi^ 
might soon make great advances in useftil know- 
ledge, were they not diverted by minute raautation 
and UbcHious trifles. It may, however, somewhat 
mollify his anger to reflect, that perhaps none of the 
assembly which he describes, was capable of any 
nobler employment, and that he who does hb .bes^ 
however little, is always to be disUnguished from 
him who does nothing. Whatever busies the mind 
without corrupting it, has at least this use, that it 
rescues the day from idleness, and he that is never 
idle will not (rflen be vidous. 
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. No. ITS. SATUKDAY, NOVEMBER 80, 17M. 

Farit lattitaiu veUe tanariaJuitj^—mvLCA. 
To jield to remedies is half the cure. 

PiTTHAOOBAS is reported to have required from 
those whom be instructed in philosophy a proba- 
tionary silence of five years. Whether this.probibi- 
ti(»i of speech extended to all the parts of this time, as 
seems generally to be supposed, or was to be obser- 
ved only in the school or in the presence of their 
master, as is more probable, it was sufficient to dis- 
cover t^e pupil's disposition ; to try whether he was 
willing to pay the price of learning, or whether he 
was one of those whose ardour was rather violent 
than lasting, and who expected to grow wise on 
other terms than those of patience and obedience. 

Many of the blessings universally desired, are 
very frequently wanted, because most men, when 
they should labour, content themselves to complain, 
and rather linger in a state in which they cannot 
be at rest, than improve their condition by vigour 
and resolution. 

Providence has fixed the limits of human enjoy- 
ment by immoveable boundaries, and has set dif- 
ferent gratifications at such a distance from each 
other, that no art or power can bring them together. 
This great law it is the business of every rational 
being to understand, that life may not pass away in 
an attempt to make contradictions consistent, to 
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combine opposite qualities, and to unite things 
whidi the nature of their being must always keep 
asunder. 

Of two ol^ects tempdug at a distance on con- 
trary sides, it is impossiUe to approach one but by 
receding from the otb«- ; by long deliberation and 
dilatory projects, they may be both lost, but can 
never be both gained. It is, therefor^ necessary 
to compare them, and, when we bave detennined 
the preference, to withdraw our eyet and otv 
thoughts at once from that which reason dkeets us 
to reject. This is more necessary, if that which 
we are forsaking has the power of delighting the 
senses, or firing the fancy. He that once turns 
aside to the allurements of unlawful pleasure, can 
have no security that he shall ever regain the paths 
of virtue. 

The philosophic goddess of Boetbius, having re- 
lated the fitory of Orpheus, who, when he had reco- 
vered his wife from the dominions of death, lost fao- 
agun by looking back upon her in the confines of 
light, concludes with a very el^ant and foccible ap> 
plication. " Whoever you are that endeavour to ele- 
vate your minds to the UluminatiMis of Heaven, con- 
sider yoursdves as represented in this &ble; fin- he 
that is once so ftr overcome as to turn back his eye* 
towards the infernal cavnus, loses at the first sight all 
that influence which attracted him on high :" 

Voa luec ftbuJa TOfiat, 
Qulcunqneui utjiacxaa dkni 
- Mraitem ducere qUKritii. 
Nam qnl Tartareuni in ^ccui 
VlctM lunnn* llaxcri^ 
Qoidquid pmdpuam tnhit, 
Perdil, dum vi4et ipftnc , 

Diflitizec by Google 



Mo. 17B. THE KAKBLEE. 398 

It way be observed, in genen^ tbiit the future u 
purchased by^ the present. It is not possiUe to se- 
cure instant or permanent happibew but by tbe foN 
bearanee of some immediate gratiflcation. This is 
so evidently true with r^ard to the whole of our 
existence, that all the precepts of theidogy have no 
other tendency than to enforce a life^fiuth ; a life . 
regulated not by our senses but our belief; a life 
in which pleasures are to be reAued for fear of in- 
visible punishments, and calamities sometimes to 
be sought, and always endured, in hope of rewards 
that shall be obtained in another state. ' 

Even if we take into our view only that partide 
of our duration which is terminated by the grave, 
it will be found that we cannot enjoy one part of 
life beyond the common limitations of pleasure 
but by anticipating some of the saUsfecUon which 
riiould exhilarate the following years. The heat of 
youth may spread happiness into wild luxuriance, 
but the radical vigour requisite to make it peren- 
nial is exhausted, and all that can be hoped after- 
wards is languor and sterility. 

Tbe reigning error of mankind u, that we are 
not content with the conditions on which the goods 
of life are granted. No man is insensible of the 
value of knowledge, the' advantages of health, or 
the convenience of plenty, but every day shows us 
those on whom the conviction is without effect 

Knowledge is praised and desired by multitudes 
whom her charms could n^ver rouse from the coudi 
of sloth ; whom tlie fiuntest invitation of pleasure 
draws away from their studies ; to whom any other 
method of wearing out the. day is m<xre eligible than 
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titit.vaeofhoakM, ind who are in<xe easily engaged 
fay an^ oonvenatioD, than such as may rectify their - 
notiona (X. enlai^ their comprriiension. 

Every man that has felt pun, knows how little 
all other comforts can gladd«i him to whom health 
jfl.denied. Yet who is there does not sometimes 
haard it.for the enjoyment of an hour? All as- 
MtDUies of j<^ty, all places of puUic entertain- 
ment, exhitnt ezunfdes of strength wasting in riot. 
and beauty withering in irregularity ; nor is it easy 
to enter a heuse in which part of the family is not 
groaning in repentwice of past intonperance, and 
part admitting disease by n^igenoe, or soliciting 
it by luxury. 

There is no pleasure which men <^ erery age and 
sect have more g^ierally agreed to mention with 
contempt, than the g^tifications of the palate ; an 
entertainment so fst removed from intellectual hap- 
piness, that seacdy the most shameless <^ the 
sensual herd have dared to defaidit : yet even to this, 
the lowest of out delights, to tiiis, though neither 
quick nm- lasting, is health with all its activity and 
sprightUneffi daily sacrificed ; and for this are half 
the miseries endured wtucfa urge impatisnoe to call 
on death. 

The whole world is put in motion 1^ t^ mahliv 
riches and the dread of poverty. Who, then, would 
not imagine that such conduct as wiU inevitaUy 
destroy what all are thus labouring to acquire, must 
generally be avoided 7 That he who spends more 
than he receives, must in time become indigent, 
cannot be doubted ; but^ how evident soever this 
consequCTtce may appear, the spendthrift moves in 
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the whirl of pl^ure with too much rapidity to 
keep it before, his eyes, and, in the intoxication of 
gaiety, grows every day poorer without any such 
sense of approadiing ruin as is sufficient to wake 
him into caution. 

Many complaints are made of the misery of life ; 
and indeed it must be C(Mi&«sed that we are subject 
to calamities by whidi the good asKl bid, the dMi- 
gent and slothful, the vigilant and heedless, are 
equally afflicted. But surely, though some indul- 
genoe may be allowed to groans exb»ted by inevi- 
table misray, no man has a right to repine at erilg 
which, agahist warning, against experience, he de- 
liberately and leisurely brings upon his own head ; 
<x to ccmsider himMtf as debaired fi<om happinest 
by such obstacles as resoluticm may break or dex-. 
terity may put aside. 

Great numbers who quatfel wiUi their (xindition, 
have wanted not the power but ti» will to obtnn 
a better state. They have never omtempfaited tiie 
difiiMaiice between good and evil suffidoktly to 
quicken ayttmoa, at invigorate desire ; th^ harve 
indulged a drowsy thoughtlesneiB or giddy levity ; 
have eonmitted the balance of choice to the nu* 
nagement of caprioe ; and when they have ioag- 
aoeurtamed themselves to receive all that chance 
o&redttRm, without examination, lament at last 
that they find tbemselyes decdved. 
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; ,Na 170. TUESDAY. DECEMBER 8» 17a. 

Perpebia ritu jabnonem qgitare tdebat. IHT. 

Democritus would feed hia spleen, and Ehake 

Hli aEdcB and aliouldcradtl he felt them alce.-^— dbvdbn. 

BVEJ^ mQFh . aa]^ TuUy. has two chanuiters ; .one 
whid»nl^><^rt«)cQf. witb all mankind, and )^ 
wiecl) fh«'fi> > diusjt^i^Uihed frwn brate animal^ ; 
anqtbeii-whicb discriminates bim from the rest of bit 
owa^pectes^ and impneGses <m bim a mannet uid 
temper peculiar to bimself ; this particalai: cbacacterj 
i^T it be not repugnant to the knw of general hti- 
nanity, it is alwaya bis business to oulUvate and 
preserve. 

Every hour furni&hes some confirmation i^Tuity's 
pracept. It seldom happens, that an 'assemUy of 
pteasore is so hapjaly seleetedi but tliat some «tDe 
finds adaiissicai, with whoaa the rest are deseEVAdly 
offended ; and it wiU J4)peai^ on b closo iiHppnt^KUi, 
tiMt scarce any man becomes emlneatJy diaagiee- 
aUe. but by a ^^wrture. from bis real chawtVt 
and an attempt at BfHnetbing fcB- wbMv IM^tW« ^ 
education have left bim unqualified* -,' > >,■ .. 

Ignorance or dulness have indeed en potn^,,!^ 
affording delight, bat they nerer: give disgust exf¥|)t 
vrben they assume the dignity of knowledge^ cva|ke 
the sprightUness of wit. Awkwardness and inele- 
gance have none of those attractionB by which ease 
and politeness take possession of the heart ; but 
ridicule and censure seldom rise against them, un* 
less they appear associated with that ecmfidaicQ 
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which bdongs only to long acqluuntance witii the 
modes of life, and to eonsdousness of uD&iting 
propriety of behaviour. Deformity itself ia regarded 
with tenderness rather than aversion, when it does 
not attempt to deceive the sight by dress'and deco- 
ration, and to seize upon ficUtioua daims the pre- 
rogaUves of beauty.' 

He that stands to contemplate 'the crowds that fill 
Ae streets of a populous city, will se^ many pt^stint* 
gers'wbose air and motion it will be difficult to^ 
ht^d without contempt andiaughta; but if h& ex- 
amines what are the appearances that thus power- 
firily excite his risibility, be will findfamong tbem 
neither poverty nor disease, nor any involdnluy 
or painful defect The disposition to derision and 
insult is awakened l^ the softness of foppery, tlie 
awett of insolence, the livehness of levity, or the 
selemnity of grandeur: by the sprightly trip^ the 
stately stalk, the fi»mal stmt, the lofty mien ; by 
gestures intended to cateb tbe eye, and by looks 
^foorately fix-med aa evidoiees of importance. 

ltt>a^ I Ainfc, been sometimes urged in fiiTouT 
crf^ alftetatiAn, -that it is only at mistake of the means 
<e a good endi and that ttie intention with wbidi it 
is practised is always to [^ease. If all attempts to 
InnbvMe the - etHistitutional or haUtual character 
baTC'reliUy proceeded frtnn publjc spirit and love 
crf-aCh«^'the world bas hitherto been sufficiently 
ungnitcfal, since r)0 return but scorn has yet been 
made to the most difficult of all mter^rises. acontert 
with nature ; nor has any pity be«i shown to the fa- 
tigued of labour which never sHCceeded, and the un- 
easiness of disguise by which nothing was concealed. 
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It seensthsFefiire to be determined by the gene- 
wA suSa^ a£ mankind, that lie who decks fainwelf 
in adsoititaous qualities rather purposes to command 
aldose than impart pleasure ; and be is therefore 
treated asa-manwho, by an \Hireascmable ambition, 
uanrps tbe place in sodetj to which he hai- no 
right. Praise is seldom paid with willingneas even 
to iacDDtestaUe merits and it can be no wonder 
tb^ be vbo orilft fH* it widiout desert is repulsed 
vnlh nBivetsal indignation. 

Aftctatkni naturally counterfirits those exceHen* 
ciei which are placed at tbe gresteat distance trom 
possibility <tf ^tunment. We are conscious of our 
own defects, and eagerly endeavour to .supply tbem 
by attificial excellenbe; -nor would. such ^otts be 
wboUy without excuse, wete they not often e^Kited 
by ornamental trifles, whidi he, that thus ansioudy 
stcagglcs for the re|iutatian of possessing .them, 
wdnld not have been kmnra to want; had not his in- 
dustry qubkened 4>b8erTati<H]. . 

Gelanmuv passed the firatpart of his life in eeade^ 
miori privacy and rural retirementt without any 
oAer conv^sation than that c^ scholars, gmve, 
studious, and abstracted as. bimsdf. He cultivated 
tbe motbematieaL sciences with indefittigable dili< 
gence, discovered many usdul tbeorems, discussed 
whh great acoiracy the resistance' of fluids and, 
though his priority was not generally acknowledged, 
was the first who fully explained all the properties 
of tbe catenarian curve. 

l^eaming, when it rises to eminmoe, will be ob- 
served' in time, whatever mists may happen to sur- 
round it Gelasimus, in bis forty- nintii year, was 
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.dis&ignisbed fay those who have tbe rewaids of 
-knowledge in that bands, and called out to display 
bis acquisitions for the honour (tf his oonntry, and 
add dignity by bis presence to phikfophical assera- 
faliM. As he did not suspect his unfitness for cocn- 
men affiun, he fdt no r^uetanoe to obey the iiin- 
tation. and what he did not fieri he had yet too 
much honesty to feign. He entered into the werld 
as a hvger and more populous ooUege, wbene Ins 
peiicvmances would be more pubUdr and- his xcb , 
nownlartherextended; and imagined that he sboald 
&id liis reputation uniTersa^ preralmt, and the 
influence of learning everywherethesame. 

His merit introduced him to splendid taUes and 
d^ant aoquaintance ; but he did not find hinuelf 
always qualified to join in the conTeraatioi. He 
was dist9%8sed by dvilities, which he knew not how 
to repay, and Hitanglsd in many ceremonial p»* 
plexities, firom which his books and diagraaas could 
not extricate him. He was sometimes unlu^ily 
aigaged in disputes with ladies, widi whom alge. 
Inraic axioms bad no gnat weight, and saw many 
whose &TOur and esteem' he could not but desire, 
to vrtntn he was very little rec(Hnmended by his 
tiieories of the tides, or his approximations to the 
quadrature, c^ the circle. 

Gelanmus did not want penetration tO' discover, 
th^ no cbaxm was more generally irresistible than 
that of easy &cetiousnesa and flowing hilarity. He 
saw that diversion was more frequently wdcome 
than improvement ; that authority and seriousness 
were rather feared than loved ; and that the grave 
scholar was a kind of impwious ally, hastily dis- 
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mUsed when, his assistance was no longer necessary. 
He came to a sudden resolution of throwing off 
those cumtvous omaments of learning which hin- 
dered his reception, and commenced a man of wit 
aiid jocularity. Utt«4y unacquainted with ev^ 
topic of meinmieDt, ignoimnt of the modes ai^ 
follies, the vices and virtues of mankind, and un- 
furnished with any ideas but such as Fappua and 
Archiowdes had given him, he began to ulence all 
inquirin witb.ar jest 'instead of a solutiofit extended 
)iiaiftce>with a-gxiu; wlucb he mirtook for a smiley 
wkA' id die {dace of a scientific . disoourse, retailed 
in a new ha^ui^, formed between the college and 
tfae tavem, thfe intelligence irf the newspaper. 

Laughter, he knew, was a token of alacrity ; and, 
therefore, whatever he said or heard, be was careful 
not to fail in that great duty oia wit If he adied 
or told the hour of the day, if he oomplained of 
heat or cold, stirred the fire, w filled a glass, re- 
moved his chair, or SBu£fbd a candle he ^ways 
^und some occasion to lai^. Thejest was indeed 
a secret to aU -but himsdf; bnt habitoal oenfidenoe 
in Ins own tUscsemment hindered 'him>fi«Di sii^iect- 
ing any weakness at moak^e. He wondened'^at 
'his wit was so little undemtood, but expected- that' 
fans audience would oomprriiend^itt^y dBgnees^and 
penisted all bis life to show by grass bufibonery* 
ho# Uttle the strongest ftoakies can pa^mn 1^ 
yond ^& lirbits of thdr own provinoe. 
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pfi life] on morab, be tliy thoi^tsemplof^,'^ , ^ - 
Leave to the acb<x^ their fttoraB and their Toi^. 

It is somewbeie related by I<e (Mem t^at a 
weaHt^ teader of good undentandv^ dbkvjag 
the -common ambition -to breed his aoir a sdnlar, 
cstried him to an uniTeraity, resc^Ting to ufla>liis 
own judgment in the choice of a tator. He bad 
been taught, by whatever intdligence, the nearest 
way to the heart of an academif^ and at his Mr- 
riTsl entertained all who came ^xiut him with sudi 
proAuton» that tfae professors woe lured by the 
smell of his taUe from their books, and flowed 
TOHod him with all the cringes of awkward com- 
liMsanee. This eagerness answered tfae m«nhaBt*s 
|MT{»Be: he glutted them with d^cB(aea» and 
a(ik«nedthem wdth caresses, tilt he [uwvuled upon 
bn^after another to opra his bosom, and make a 
■ tKsboVny of Ins oompetitions, jeakiusies, and re- 
^sei^aents. Having thus learned each man's dia- 
raoter, partiy from himself, and partly from his 
iicqaalntanoes, he resolved to find some other edu- 
cation for his son, and wrat away.convincedi' that 
a scholastic life has no otber tendency than to 
vitiate the morals and contract the understanding : 
nor would he afterwards hear with patience the 
praises of the, ancient authors, being persuaded 
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that scholars of all ages must have been the same* 
' and that Xenophon and Cicero were professors of 
Botne fomier university, and therefore mean - and 
selfish, ignorant and servile, like those whom he 
had lately vidted and forsaken. 

£nvy, curiosity, and a sense of the iniperfection 
of our present state, incline us to estimate the ad- 
vantages which are in the possession of others idx>ve 
their real value. Every one must have remarked, 
what powers and pierogatlTes the vulgsr imagine 
to be conferred by leiffning. A mm of soienoe is 
expected to excel die unlettered and unenlightened 
even on occasions where literature is of no use, and 
among weak minds, loses part of his reverence, by 
dbcovering no superiraity in those parts of life, in 
vrtiioh all are unavoidably equal ; as when a mo- 
narch makes a progress to the remoter province^ 
the rustics are s^id sometimes to wonder that they 
find him of the same sine with themselves. 

These demands c^ prejudice and f<^y can never 
be latisfial ; and therefore many of the imputationa 
wMch learning suffers from disappointed ignorance, 
are witiiou^ reproadi. Bat there are some fathues, 
to which men of study are peculiarly exposed. 
Every condition has its dlsadvant^^ The eirole 
of knowledge is too wide fcH- the most active and 
diligent intellect, and while science it pursued* 
other accompUslunents are Defected ; as a smaU 
garrison must leave one part of an extoisive fortress 
naked, when an idann calU them to aniriiier. 

The leanied, however, might generally sui^rt 
their dignity with more success, if they suffered not 
themselves to be misled by f;fae desire of superfluow 
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atfeunment Bftpbael, in retum to Ad*m*» inqulnes 
into ibA courses of the tfars, and ttie nBVoluUiH»>of 
hMven, counsels him to withdraw his mind fron 
idle speeulatiaQs, and etxipk>y hia feeulttes up<Hi 
nearer and more interestiDg object*, i the survey of 
his own life, the sufajeotioB (rf* his passions, the 
knowledge of duties which must daily be performed^ 
and the detection of duigers wlfioh mast daily be 
incumd. 

This angdic counsel every tsaan o£ lettorSfi^ould 
always have before him. He .that devotes himself 
to retired study naturally suiks from onisuon- to 
fofgetfulness of sodal duties ; he must be therefore 
sometimes awakened and recalled to the general 
condition of mankind. 

I am fiiT fiom any intention to limit curiosity, or. 
OHifiae the l^mirs, of learning to arts of immediate 
and neoesiary use It is only irom Uie various es« 
says of experimental industry, and ' the vague ex> 
cunions of minds sent out npon discovery, that 
any adTancement (^knowledge can be expected ;^ 
and, thougb'iDiny must be disappointed in their 
Iidxinn, yetitfaey^are'Di^ to be charged with havii^ 
spent their time in vain ; thar example omtrUKited 
to inspire emulation, and their miscarriages, taught' 
othras the way to success. 

But Uie ^taat .hope of being one day useful or 
eminait, ou^t nat<tft mislead us too &r irora tbttf 
study which u equally requisite to. the great and 
mean, to the celebt^ed and obscure ; the art of 
moderating the desires, of repressing the ^ipe- 
titesf and of ccmciliatii^ or retaining tiie fiivour of 
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No rnav can im^De the cogine of his own life* 
or the oendnct of the wcrid around bim, uDWwtby 
his attention ; yet, aoirAig the tons of learning, many 
seem to' have thought of rrery thing rather than of 
tfaeniidffes, and bo have obarared every thing but 
what passes before their eyes : Many who toQ 
Ibrau^ the intricacy of complicated systems, are 
insuperably. embMrassed with the least perplexity 
in ooaunon allocs ; many who cmnpaie the actiona, 
and aaBertua the ohaiacten of amneht hemes, let 
thdr lown days glide away wiUiout examination, 
and- suffin vicious habits to encanadi up«ni their 
minds without resistance or detection. 

The- most frequent reproach of the sdiolastic 
laoe is the want of fortitude, not martial but i^i- 
lo8(^ic Men bred in shades and nlence. taught 
to immure tbemselres at sunset, and aecustomed to 
no otha wei^Km thau syllt^sm, mi^ be allowed to 
ftd terror at poiaonal danger, and to be discon- 
certed by tumidt and alarm. But why should he 
whose life is spent in ooptempl^oo, and whose 
bunness is only to discover troth, be unaUe to r«c> 
tify the fellades of imagination, or contend success* 
fiilly against prejudice and passion?^ To what cod 
has he read and meditated, if be gives: up Jiis un- 
derstanding to feke ai^ieaxanoBS, -and. soffns him- 
sdf to be enslaved by fear ai evils to whidi.oiily 
lidly or vanily can expose htm, or cjtted by advan* 
tages to which, as th^ are equaUy eoBfeired upon 
ihe good and had. no real di^ty is anaexed. 

Such, howevo', is the state of tfae> world, that the 
mott obsequioiuof theieh^res of pride, tite moat 
rapturous of the gazers upoi wealth, the ittost offi- 
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cious of Ae wfaisperen of greatnesi, are oidlected 
irom seminutes spproprurted to tbe study of wii. 
dom and of rirtue, where it wu intended that Mp- 
petite should learn to be content witii Uttie, and 
that bf^ should aspire only to honovrs wbidi no 
human power can give or take away. 

The student, when he comes forth linto the worti. 
instead of congratulating himself upon his ex- 
emption from ^e errtm of tfaose whose 'efMnions 
have been formed by aeddent or eustooi, ami who 
- live without any certain principles of oonduot. Is 
onnmonly in haste to mingle with the multitttde, 
and show his sprightliness and ductiKty l^ an ex- 
peditious compliance vriib fashions or vices. Hie 
first smile of a man, whose fortune gives him poww 
to reward his dependants, commonly enchants him 
beyond resistance ; the glare of equipage, the sweets 
of luxury, the liberality of general promises, the 
softness of habitual afiability, fill bis imagination ; 
and he soon ceases to have any other wish than to 
be well reorived, or any measure of right and 
wrong but the opinion of bis patron. 

A man flattered and obeyed, learns to exact 
grosser adulation, and enjoin lower sulHiiisnm). 
Neither our virtues nor vices are all our own. If 
there were no cowardice, there would be little iiir 
fiolenee; pride cannot rise to any great degree, 
but by the concurrence of Uandishment or the suf- 
ferance of lameness. The wretch who would shrink 
and crouch before one that should dart his eyes 
upon him with the 8|nrit of natural equality, be> 
comes capricious and tyrannical when he sees himself 
approadied with a downcast look, and hears the 
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toft address <^ awe and servilify. To those who 
are willing to purchase iavour by cringes and oom- 
pliance, is to be imputed the haughtiness that leaves 
iwtfaing to be hop^ by firmness and integrity. 

If, instead of wandering after the nietecm! of phi- 
lo8(^hy, which fill the world with splendour for a 
while, and then sink and ere forgotten, the candi- 
dates of learning fixed Uieir eyes upon the poma- 
nent lustre of moral and reUgious truth, they would 
find a mem certain directiMi to happiness. A little 
I^Qsibility of discourse, and acquaintance with un- 
neoessaiy specalaticHis, is dearly purchased, when 
it excludes those instructions which fortify tlie 
heart with resolution, and exalt the stnrit to inde- 
poidenoe. 
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No. 181. TUESDAY. DECEMBER 10, ItSl. 

NenJiuUem Aibia tjx penduhu, kora. hob. 

Nor let me float In ibrtunei' powV, 
Dependent od the future how.'— fkancii. 

ToAeRAMBLEft. 

SIS, 

As I have passed much of my li& in disquiet and 
suspense, and lost many opportunities (^ advantage 
by a passion which I have reason to bdieve preva- 
lent in dififerent degrees over a great part of man- 
kind, I cannot but think my myself well qualified 
to warn those who are yet uncaptivated of the daD> 
ger which they incur by placing themselves within 
its influence. 

I served an apprenticeship to a Iinen>draper* with 
uncommon reputation for diligence and fidelity; 
and at the age of three and twenty (^>ened a shop for 
msrself with a large stock, and such credit among 
all the merchants, who were acquainted with my 
master, that I could command whatever was import- 
ed curious or valuable. For five years I proceed- 
ed with success proportionate to close application 
and untainted integrity; was a daring l]4dd» at 
every sale ; always paid my note* before they were 
due; and advanced so &st in commodal reputa- 
tion, that I was proverbially marked out as the 
model of young traders, and every one expected that 
a few yeu^ would make me an alderman. 

In this course of even prosperity, I was one day 
persuaded to buy a ticket in the lottery. The sum 
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was inoonndenUet part was to be repaid though 
fiwtune might fiul to favour tn^ and therefore my 
established maxims of frugality did not restnun me 
from so trifling an experim«it The ticket lay 
almost forgotten till the time at which every man's 
6te was to be determined ; nor did the affair even 
then seem of any importance, till I discovered by 
the public papers that the number next to mine 
had conferred the great prize. 

My heart leaped at the thought of such an ap- 
proach to sudden riches, which I conndered my. 
self, however contrarily to the laws of computation, 
as having missed by a single chance ; and I could 
not furbeir to revolve the consequences which such 
a bounteous allotment would have produced, if it' 
had happened to me. This dream of felicity, by 
degrees, took possession of my imagination. The 
great delight of my solitary hours was to purchase 
an estate, and form plantations with money whieh 
onoe might have iieen mine, and I never met my 
fiirads but I spoiled all th^r m^riment by perpe- 
tual compkunts of my ill luck. 

At length another lottery, was openedj-aild I had 
now so heated my imagination with the prospect df 
a prize, that I should have pressed among the first 
purchasers, had not my ardour been withheld by 
deliberation upon the probability of suctiess fttaa 
one ticket rather than another. 1 hesitated lottg 
betireen even and odd ; considered the square and 
cubic numbers through the lottery ; examined all 
those to which good luck had been hitherto an^ 
nexed ; and at last fixed upon caie, which, by some 
secret relaticai to the events of my life, I thought 
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predestined to make me bap^, IMity in great 
afiairs is oflen mischievoug ; the ticket was sold, and 
its possessor could not be found. 

I returned to my conjectures, and after many arts 
of ^xignostication, fixed upon another chance, but 
with less confidence. Never did captive, b«r, .or 
lover, feel so much vexation fix)m the slow pace of 
tim^ as I suffered between the purchase of Diy 
ticket and the distribution x^ the prizes. I solaced 
my uneasiness as well as I could, by frequent con* 
temptation of approaching hairiness ; wfaea the sun 
rose I knew it would set, and congratulated -myself 
at night that I was so much nearer to my wishes. 
At last the day came, my ticket appeared, a»d re- 
warded all my care and sagacity with a despicable 
prize of fifty pounds. 

My friends, who honestly rejoiced upon my suc- 
cess, were very c(ddly received ; I hid myself a fort- 
uight in the country, that my chagrin might fume 
away without observation, and then returning to 
my shop, b^an to listen afler another lottery. 

With the news of a lottery I was soon gratified. 
and leaving now found the vanity of conjecture, and 
inefflcacy of computation, I resolved to take the 
prize by violence, and therefore bought forty 
tickets, not omitting, however, to divide them be> 
tween the even and odd numb^s, that I might not 
miss the lucky class. Many C(»iclusions did 1 form, 
and many experiments did I tiy, to determine from 
which of those tickets I might most reasonably ex- 
pect riches. At last, b«ng un^e to satisfy my- 
sdf by any modes of reasoning, I wrote the num* 
hers upon dice, and allotted five hours every day 
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to the lUHuemeiit of throwii^ them in a ganet ; 
and, <gm m'"ing the event by^ an exact roister, 
found, on the evening before the lottery was drawD, 
that one of my numbers had been turned up five 
times m<«e than uiy (^ the rest in three hundred 
and thirty thousand throws. 

This experiment was &Uadous ; the first day pre- 
sented the hopeful ticket, a detestable blank. The 
rest can)& out with different fortune, and in conclu- 
uon I lost thirty pounds fay this great adventiure. 

I had DOW wholly chained the cast of my be- 
haviour and the conduct of my life. The shop was 
for the most part abandoned to my servants, and 
, if I entered it, my thoughts were so engrossed by 
my tickets, that I scarcely heard or answered a 
question, but considered every customer as an in- 
truder upon my meditations, whom I was in hast« 
to dispatch. I mistook the price of my goods, 
committed blunders in my bills, forgot to file my 
receipts, and neglected to regulate my books. 
My acquuntances by degrees began to fall away ; 
iHit I percdved the decline of my business with 
little emotion, because whatever defieience there 
might be in my gains, I expected the next lottery 
to supply. 

Miscarriage naturally produce^ diffidence; I began 
now to seek assistance against ill luck, by an alli- 
ance with those that had be«i more successfiiL I in- 
quired diligently at what office any prize had been 
sold, that I might purchase of a propitious vender ; 
solidted those who had been fortunate in fonn» 
lotteries, to partake with me in my new tickets ; and. 
whenever I met with one that had in any event of bis 
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life been eminently prosperiHis, I invited him to 
teke a latter share. I had, by this rule of am- 
duct, BO difiiued my iuterest, that I had a {burth 
part of fifteen ticket^ an dghth of fmty, and a 
rimteendi of ninety. 

I waited tot the dedsicm of my &te with my tot- 
taa palpitati(Hia, and looked upon the business of 
my trade with the usual neglect. The wheel at last 
was turned, and its revolutions l»ought me a long 
succession of sorrows and disappointments. I in- 
deed often partook of a small prize, and the loss of 
one day was generally balanced by the gain of the 
next; but my desires yet remained unsatisfied, and 
when one of my chances had fiiiled, all my expeo- 
tation was suspended on those which remained yet 
undetermined. At last a prize of five thousand 
pounds was proclaimed ; I caught fire at the cry, 
and inquiring the numbn', found it to be one of 
my own tickets, which I had divided among those 
on whose luck i depended, and of whidi I had re- 
tained only a sixteenth part. 

Vou will easily judge with what detestation of 
himself, a man thus intent upon gain reflected that 
he had uAA a prize which was once in his posses- 
' sion. It yras to no purpose, that I represented to 
my mind the impossibility of recalling the past, tx 
the folly (rf* condemning an act, which only its 
event, an event which no human int^igence could 
foresee, proved to be wrong. The prize which, 
though put in my hands, had been sufiered to slip 
from me, filled me with anguish, and knowing that 
complaint would only expose me to ridicule, 1 gave 
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myself up silently to grief, imd lost by degrees my 
appetite and my resL 

My indisposition soon became visible ; I was vi- 
sited by my friends, arid among them by Eumathes, 
a clergyman, whose piety and learning gave bim 
such an asoendant .over me, that I could not refuse 
to open my heart. There are, said he, few minds 
suffidently firm to be trusted in the hands of chance. 
WhoevM' finds himself inclined to anticipate futu- 
rity, and exalt possibility to certainty, should avoid 
every kind of casual adventure, since his grief 
must be always proportionate to his hope. You 
have long wasted that time, which, by a proper 
application, would have certainty, though mode- 
rately, increased your fortune, in a laborious and 
anxious pursuit of a spedes of gain, which no la- 
bour or anxiety, no art cm- expedient, can secure or 
promote. You are now iretting away your life in 
repentance of an act, against which repentance 
can give no caution, but to avoid the occasion of 
committing it. Rouse from this lazy dream (^ 
'fortuitoti^ riches, wbidi, if obtained, you could 
scarcely have enj<^ed, because they could confer 
no consdouuiess of desert ; return to rational and 
manly industry, and consider the mere gift of lutk 
as below the care of a wise man. 
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No. 182. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14. 1751. 

— ■■ ' IKeei ipti fieri vtdt. 

The luBt of nealtb can never bear delay. 



Jt has been observed in a late paper, that we are 
unreasonably dedious to separate the goods of life 
from those evils which Providence has connected 
with them, and to catch advantages without paying 
the price at which they are offered us. Every man 
wishes to be rich, but very few have the powers ne-. 
cessary to raise a sudden fortune, either fay new dis- 
coveries, or by superiority of skill, in any necessary 
employment ; and among lower understandings, 
many want the firmness and industry requisite to 
i^ular gain and gradual acquisitions. 

From the hope of enjoying affluence by methods 
more compendious than those of labour, and more 
generally practicable than those of genius, proceeds 
the comm(Hi inclination to experiment and hazard, 
and that willingness to snatch all opportunities of 
growing ri<^ by chance, which; when it has once 
taken possession of the mind, is seldom driven out 
either by time or argument, but continues to waste 
life in perpetual delusidn, and generally ends in 
wretchedness and want. 

The folly of untimely exultation and visionaiy 
prosperity, is by no means peculiar to the purchasers 
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<^ tickets; there are multitudes whose tife is nothing 
but a continual lottery ; who are always within a few 
months of plenty and happiness, and how often 
soever they are mocked with blanks expect a prize 
from the next adventure. 

Among the most res<^ute and ardent of the vota- 
ries of chance, may be numboed the mtntals whose 
hope is to raise themselves by a wealthy match ; who 
lay out all their industryon the assiduities of court- 
ship^ ihdi sleep and wake with no other ideas than 
<yrtrta[t^' compliments, guardians, and rivals. 

One of the most indefotigable of this class, is my 
old Mend 'Leviculus, whom I have never known for 
thirty years without some matrimonial project of 
advantage. Leviculus was bred under a merchant, 
and by the graces of his person, the sprightliness o( 
his prattle, and the neatness of his dress, so much 
enamoured his master^ second daughter, a ^rl of 
nxteen, that she declared her resolution to have no 
other husband. Her &ther, after havii^ 'chidden 
her for undutifiilness, consented to the match, not 
mubh to the satisfaction of Leviculus, who was suf- 
fidently elated with his conquest to think himself 
mtitled to a laiger fortune. He was, however, 
soon rid of his perplexity, for his mistress died be* 
fore their marriage. 

He was how so well satisfied with his own ac- 
complishments,'' that be determined to commence 
fortune-hunter ; and when his apprenticeship ex- 
pired, instead of fae^nnAng, as was expected, to 
walk the Exchange with a face of importance, or 
assodating himself with those who were most emi- 
nent for theix knowledge of the stocks, he at <Mice 
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tiirew off the solemnity of the countiog-houie, 
equipped himaelf with a modish wig, listened to 
wits in coffee-hcHises, passed his evenif)gs^ behind 
4:he scenes in the theatres* learned the n^iqes of 
beauties of quality, hummed the last stanzas of 
fitshionable songs, talked with familiarity of high 
play, boasted of his achievements upon drawns 
and coachmen, was often brought to his lodgings 
at midnight in a chair, tcdd wiUi negligence and 
joculari^ of Inlking a tulor, and now and then let 
fly a shrewd jest at a sober citizen.. 

Thus furnished with irresistible artilleiy, he 
turned his batteries upon the female world, and, in 
the first warmth of self-approbation, proposed no 
less than the possession of riches and beauty united. 
He therefore paid his civilities to Flavilla, the only 
daughter of a wealthy shop-keep^, who not being 
accustomed to amorous UandishmcDts, or respectftil 
addresses, was delighted with the novelty of love, 
and easily suffered him to conduct her to the play, 
and to meet her where she visited. Leviculus did 
not doubt but her &ther, however ofiended by a , 
clandestine marriage, would aoc» be recmciled |>y 
the tears of his daughter, and the merit of his aon- 
inJaw, and was in haste to condude the a£&ir. But 
the lady liked better to be courted than married, 
and kept him three years ia uncertain^ and atten- 
dance. At last she t^ in love with a young ensign 
at a ball, and having danced with him all ntgb^ mar- 
ried Um iu the morning. 

Leviculus, toarud the ridicule of his companions, 
took a journey to a small estate iu the countiT; 
wber^ idter his usual inquiries omiceming the 
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nymphs in the ndghbourhood, he found it proper to 
fail in love with Altilia, a maiden lady, twenty years 
old«- than himself, for whose favour fifteen nephews 
wd nieces were in perpetual ctmtention. They 
hovered round her with such jealous officiousness, 
as scarcely left a moment vacant for a lover. Le- 
viculus, nevertheless, discovered his passion in a 
letter, and Altilia could not withstand the pleasiure 
of hearing vows and siglis, and flatteries and pro- 
testatimis. S)k admitted Ms visits, enjoyed for five 
years the happiness of keeping all her expectants in 
perpetual alarms, and amused herself with the vari- 
ous stratagems which were practised to disengage 
ber afiectkms. Sometimes she was advised with 
great earnestness to travel for her health, and some- 
times entreated to ke^ ber brother's bouse. Many 
stories were spread to the disadvantage of Levicu- 
lus, by which she commonly seemed affected for a 
time, but took care soon afterwards to express her 
conviction of their folsehood. But being at last 
satiated wiUi this ludicrous tyranny, she told her 
lover, wh«t he pressed for the rewurd of his services, 
that she was t^ sensible ai bis merit, but was re- 
sdved not to impoverish an ancknt fiimtly. 

He then returned to the town, and soon after his 
arrival, became acquainted with Latronia, a lady 
distinguished by the el^ance of her equipage, and 
the regularity cf her onduct. Her wealth was 
evident in her magnificenoev and ber prudence in 
her economy, and therefore Leviculns, who bad 
scarcely confidence to solicit ber fevonr, readily ac- 
fitted fortune of bar framer debts, when be found 
himself distinguished by her with such marks of 
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pr^»enoe as a woman <^ modesty is aUowed to give. 
Be now grew bold^, and ventured to Ixeatbe out 
bis impatience before her. She heard him without 
resentment, in time permit)»d him to hope for hap- 
luness. and at last fixed ttie nuptial day, withoutf 
any distrustful reserve of pin-money, or scnrdid sti* 
puktions for jdnture, and settlements. 

Leviculus was triumphing on the eVe of mar- 
riage, when be beard on the stairs the voice of 
Latronia's nuud, whom 5«quent bribes bad secured 
in his service. She soon burst into his room, and 
t(dd him that she could not suffer him to be longer 
deoeived ; that her mistress was now spending the 
last payment of her fortune, and was only supported 
in her expence by the credit of his estate. Levi- 
culus dbuddered to see himself so near a precipice, 
and found that he was indriited for his escape to 
the resentment of the maid, who, having assisted 
Latnmia to gain the conquest, quarrelled with her 
at last about the {Sunder. 

Lieviculus was now hopeless and discmiaolate, ttU 
<me Sunday he saw a lady in the Mall, whom her 
dress dedared a widow, and whom, by the jolting 
{H-ance of iier gait, and the broad resplendence of 
bn countenance, he guessed to have lately buried 
some pro8p«-ou8 citizen. He followed her hom^ 
and found her to be no less than the rAict of Fnino 
the grocer, who, having no children, had bequeathed 
to her all his debts and dues, and his estates real 
and perstmal. No formality was necessary in ad- 
dressing Madun Prune, and tbet^re Xjevieulus 
went next morning without an introductor. His 
declaration was received with a loud laugh; she 
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then elected her countenance, wondered at his 
impudence, asked if he knew to whom be was 
talking, tboi B}iewed him the door, and agnn 
laughed to find him confused. Xjevieuhu discovered 
that this coarseness was nothing nK»re tiian the 
coquetry of Comhill, and next daj returned to the 
attack. He soon grew fiuniliar to her dialect, and 
in a few weelcs heard, without any emotion, hints 
ef gay clothes with empty pockets ; concurred in 
many sage mnarks cm tiie regard due to people 
of property ; and agreed with her in detestation 
of the ladies at the other end of the town, who 
pinchied thdr bellies to buy fine laoea, and ihen 
pretended to laugh at the city. 

He sometimes presumed to . mention marriage; 
but was always answered with a sl^ a hoot, and a 
flounce. At last be b^an to |h«8s her doser, and 
tiiought lumsdf more &vourably recdved; but 
gcnng one mcwnin^ with a resolution to trifle no 
longer, he found her gone to church with a young 
journeyman IVom the neighbcmang shop^ i^ whom 
she had become enampured at her window. . 

In these, and a thpassad intermediate- adven-r 
tures, has LericulujS spent bis tiqie, till he is now 
grown grey with age, fotigue, and disappointment 
He begins at last to find that,-suocQU is not to, be 
expected, and being unfit fox ai^ emfiityment tiut 
might improve his fisrtifni^ and unfurn^ed with 
any arts that might amuse.bis leisiire, U condemned 
to wear out a tasteless life in i namtivea wbioh few 
win hear, and oomidaints which nwe will jnty. 
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• 'Nk>.lM. TUESDAY, DfiCfiiiBER if,' ITBi^/t^ 

Impafieiu toniariii irat^—r-rUIK*ll. ,.■ -l'^ ;^ii ■' 

No Aitli of pwtacnbip doraiiiioa ownt ; ^ 

8tiUdteoacdfaovoia^«d»U«a'diKtaM: ''' ' 

Thit hostility perpetually exerdsed beiweaii one 
man and anotho'^ ic caused'by the desire of many 
fin^4hat which only fev can possess. Kvery man' 
would be rich, powerful, and fiunous ; yet ibnie. 
poWtf^ and rvdies are oody the names of relative 
ccmditionB, which imply the obscurity, dependence, 
aAd poverty of greater numbers. 

This imivorsal and incessant onupetition pro- 
duces injury and malice by twa motives, interest 
and envy; the prospect (^ adding to our posses- 
d<Mi9 wlud: ^ esBr ti^e from others, and the hope 
<tf alleviating the sense of ourttisparity by lessening 
others ihoi^h we^gdn nothing to ourselves. 

Of these two miiHgnant and destructive powo^ 
it seems (nobiMe at the first view, that interest has, 
the strotagest'and nlost extendve influence. It is 
easy- td^> conceive ttest oppwtuAities to seize, what 
has been ' hnig Vttitfed, may excite desires almost 
irreatotSble; but ^lAdy the same eagerness cannot 
be Jundled by aii accidenfal power of destroying 
that whidi gives hap|»iess to ilmotberJ It must he 
more natural to rob for gain, than to ravage only 
for mischief. 
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Yet I am inclined to believe, that the great law 
(rf mutual benevolence is ofteoer violated by envy 
than by interest, and that most of the misery whidi 
the defamation of blameless actions, or the obstmo- 
tion of honest endeavours, brings upon the world, 
is inflicted by men that propose no advantage to 
themselves but the satisfaction of poisoning the 
banquet which they cannot taste, and blasting the 
harvest which they have no right to reap. 

Interest can diffuse itself but to a narrow com- 
pass. The number is never large of those who can 
hope to fill tiie posts of degraded power, catch the 
fragments of shattered fortune, or succeed to the 
honours of depredated beauty. But the empire 
of envy has no limits, as it requires to its influence 
very little help from external circumstances. Envy 
may always be produced by idleness and prid^ 
and in what place will they not be found ? 

Interest requires some qualities not univeraally 
bestowed. The ruin of another will produce no 
profit to him who has not discernment to mark his 
advantage, courage to seize, and activity to pur- 
sue it ; but the goM malignity of envy may be ex- 
erted in a toipid and quiescent state, amidst the 
l^oom of stupidity, in the coverts of cowardice. 
He that lalls by the attacks of interest, is torn by 
hungry tigers ; he may discover and resist his ene- 
mies. He that pa-ishes in the ambushes of envy, 
is destroyed by unknown and invisible assailants, 
and dies like a man suffiicated by a poisonous 
vapour, without knowledge c^ his danger, or po»- 
nUtity pf contest. 
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Interest is s^om pursued but at some hazard. 
He that hopes to gain much, has commonly some- 
thing to lose, and when he ventures to attack su- 
peri<»i^, if he fails to cooqueri is irrecoverably 
crashed. But envy may act wiUiout expence or 
daoger. To spread suspicion, to invent calumnies^ 
to propagate scandal, requires neither labour nor 
oounge. It is easy for the auUtor of a lie, how- 
ever malignant, to esc«>e detection, and infuny 
needs very little industry to assist its circulation. 

Envy is almost the only vice which is practicable 
at all times, and in every place ; the oaly passi(» 
which can never lie quiet for want of irritatitm ; 
its effects therefore are every where discoreraUe, 
and its attempts always to be dreaded. 

It is impossible to mention a name whidi any 
advantageous distinction has made eminent, but 
some latent animosity will burst out. The wealthy 
trader, however he may abstract himself from pub- 
lic afibirs, will never want those who hint, with 
Shylock, that ships are but boards. The beauty, 
ad(Nmed only with the unamUtious graces of inno- 
cence and modesty, provokes, whenever she ap- 
pears, a thousand murmurs of detraction. The 
g^ius, even when he nideavours only to entertun 
or instruct, yet suffers persecution firom innumera- 
Ue critics, whose acrimony is exdted merely by 
the pain of seeing others pleased, and of hearing 
^plauses which another enjoys. 

The frequency of envy makes it so familiar, that 
it escapes our notice ; nor do we often reflect dpon 
its turpitude or maUgnity, till we h^pen to feel its 
mfluence. When be that has givai no provocatioa 
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to malice but 1^ attempting to exf«l, finds .him- 
self pursued by multitudes whom he nevK saw, 
with all the implacability of perscHial resentment ; 
Vben be percnves damour and malice let looae 
upon him as a public enemy, and indted bj every 
stratagem of defamation ; when he beers the mis- 
fortunes of his ftmily, or the follies of his youth, 
exposed to the world ; and every iailure of conduct, 
or defect of nature, aggravated and ridiculed ; he 
then learns to akhot those artifices at which he 
only kugfaed before, and discovers how mudi the 
happiness of life would be advanced by the era- 
dication of oivy from the humtm heart 

Envy is, indeed, a stubborn weed of the mind, 
and seldom yields to the culture of philosophy. 
There are, however, considerations, which, if care- 
fiilly implanted and diligently propagated, might 
in time overpowa* and repress it, unce no one cao' 
nurse it for the sake of pleasure, as its effe<^ are 
only shame, anguish, and perturbadtni. 

It is above all other vices inconustent with the 
diaracter of a sodal being, because it sacrifioes 
truth and kindness to very weak temptaticMis. He 
that plunders a wealthy ndgbbour gains as much as 
be ti^es away, atid may improve his own condition 
in the same proportion as he impairs another^; but 
he that blasts a fiourisbingb reputation, must be 
content with a small dividend cf additicHial fame, 
so small as can affind very little consolation to b^ 
lance the guilt by which it is obtuned. 

I have hitherto avoided Uiat dangermis and em- 
prical morality, which cures one vice by means t^ 
another. But aivy is so base and detestable, ao vile 
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in ita onffDait and bo pemidous in its effects, that 
tbe predominance of almost any other quality is to 
be pref«Ted. It is one of those lawless enemies 
of socie^, against which poisoned arrows may 
facHKStly he used. Let it therefore be constantly 
rememhered* that whoever envies another confesses 
his superiori^, and let those be reformed by tbeir 
pride who have lost then* virtue. 

It is no slight aggravation of the injuries whtcli 
envy indtes, that they are committed against those 
wbo have given no intentitHial provocation ; and 
that tbe sufferer is often marked out for ruin, not 
because he has &iled in any duty, but because be 
has dared to do more than was required. 

Almost every other crime is practised by the help 
of some quality which might have produced esteem 
tx love, if it had been well employed ; but envy is 
moe unmixed and genuine evil ; it pursues a hate- 
ful end by despicable means, and desires not so 
much its own happiness as another's misery. To ' 
avtnd depravity like this, it is not necessary that 
any one should aspire to heroism or sanctity, but 
<mly that be should resolve not to quit the rank 
whi(4i nature assigns him, axxd, wish to maintain 
the dignity of a human bdi^. 
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Permittft ipiit expendere taanirulnu, quid 
Cimveniat wdni, rehu^tejit ntiit noitrit. ' jnT. 

• IntniBt thf fi)Ttime to the pow'n above ; * 

Leave them to manage ibi thee, and to gnnt 
a What their unening wisdom aeei thee wint . ovnutw. 

As every scheme of life, so eveiy fonn of writing, 
bas its advantages and inconveniendes, though not 
mingled in the same proportiMis. The writer of 
essays escapes many embarrasBinents to which a large 
work would have exposed him ; he seldom harasses 
his reason wiUi long trains of cmsequences, dims 
bis eyes with the perusal of antiquated volumes, or 
burthens his memory with great accumulaticms of 
preparatory knowledge. A careless glance upon a 
favourite author, or transient survey of the varieties 
<^life, is suffident to supply the first hint or semi- 
nal idea, which, enlarged hy the gradual accretion 
of matter stored in the mind, is by the warmth 
oflancy easily expanded into flowers, and soiiie» 
rimes ripened into fruit. 

The most frequent difficulty by which the authors 
of these petty compositions are distressed, arises 
from the perpetual demand of novelty and change. 
The compiler of a system of science lays his inven- 
tion at rest, and employs only his judgment the 
fiiculty exerted with least fatigue. Even the rela- 
tor of feigned adventures, when once the prindpal 
characters are estaUlshed, and the great events 
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r^ularly connected, finds inddenti and episodes 
oowding upon bis mind ; every change opens new 
views, and the latter part of the stoy grows with- 
out labour out of the former. But he that at- 
tempts to entertain his reader with unconnected 
pieces, finds the irksomeness of bis task rather in- 
creased than lessened by every [ffoduction. The 
day calls afi«ah upon him for a new topi^ and 
he u ^^n obliged to choose, without any principle, 
to regulate his dioioe. 

It is indeed true, that there is seldom any neces- 
sity of looking far, or inquiring long &x a proper 
subject Every diversity of art or nature, every 
public blessing or calamity, every domestic pain 
or gratification, every sally of caprice, blunder of 
absurdity, or stratagem of affectation, may supply 
matter to him whose only rule is to avoid uniformity. 
But -it often happens, that the judgment is dis- 
tracted with boundless multiplicity, the inygination 
ranges fi-om one design to another, and the hours 
pass imperceptibly away, till the composition can 
be no longer delayed, and necessity enforces the 
use of those thoughts which then happoi to be at 
hand.. The mind, rejoicing at deliverance on any 
terms from perplexity and suspense, applies herself 
vigorously to the work before her, collects embeU 
. lishments and illustrations, and sometimes finishes, 
with great elegance and happiness, what in a state 
of ease and leisure she never had begun. 

It is not commonly observed, how much, even of 
actions, considered as particularly subject to choice, 
is to be attributed to accident, or some cause out of 
our own power, l^ whatever name it be distin- 

Diflitizec by Google 



SS6 THK EAHBLEE. No. 184. 

giuahed. To dose tediotu deliberatioiu with huty 
resolve^ and after long consuhationB with leMOD 
to refer the queatiim to caprice, is l^ no means 
peculiar to the essayist luH him that peruses this 
paper leriew the soies of his life, and inquire boW 
he was {diced in his present conditicm. Be will find 
tiuX of the good or ill which be has expmenced* a 
great part came unexpected^ without any visiUe 
gradatams of approach ; Uiat every event has been 
influenced by causes acting withouthis intorention ; 
and that whenever he pretended to the prerogative 
of fi»esigh^ he was mortified with new conviction 
of the shortness of his views. 

The busy, the ambitious, the inconstant and the 
adventurous, may be said to throw themselves by 
design into the arms oi fortune, and voluntarily to 
quit the power of governing themselves ; they en. 
gage in a course of life in which little can be ascer- 
tained b]i previous measures ; nor is it any wonder 
that tbrar time is passed between elaticHi and de- 
spondency, hope and disappointment. 

Some there are who appear to walk the road of 
life with more drcumspection, and make no step 
till they think themselves secure from the hazard 
of a precipice ; when neither pleasure nor profit 
can tempt them from the beaten path ; who refiise 
to climb lest they should fall, or to run lest they 
should stumble and move slowly forward without 
any compliance with those passions by which the 
heady and vehement are seduced and betrayed. 

Yet even the timorous prudence of this judicious 
class is far from exempting them from the dominion 
of chancy a subtle and insidious power, who will 
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iiitrade upon privacy and embarrasa raution. No 
course of life is so prescribed and limited, but that 
many actions must result from arbitrary election. 
Every one must form the general plan of his conduct 
by bis own reflections ; be must resolve whether he 
will endeavour at riches or at content ; whether he 
will exercise private or public virtues ; whether . he 
will labour ftx* the general benefitof mahkin,d, or con- 
tract his beneficence to hia- family and dependants. 

This question has long exercised the schools of 
philosophy, but remains yet undecided ; and what 
hope is there that a young man, unacquainted with 
the arguments on either side, should determine his 
own destiny otherwise than. by chance ? 

When chance has ^^ven.bima partner of his bed 
whom he prefers to all other women, without any 
proof of superior des«t, chance must again direct 
him in the education of his children ; for, who was 
ever able to convince himself by arguments, that he 
had chosen for his son that mode of instruction to 
which his understanding was best adapted, or by 
which he would most easily be made wise orvirtuous? 

Whoever shall inquire by what motives he was de- 
termined onthese importantoccasions, will find them 
such as his pride will scarcely suffer him to confess ; 
some suddenardour of desire, some uncertain glimpse 
of advantage, some petty competition, some inac- 
curate conclusion, or some example Implidtly re- 
verenced. Such are often the first causes of our 
resolves ; for it is necessary to act, but impossible 
to know the omsequences of action, or to discuss 
all the reasons which offer themselves on every part 
to inquisitiveness and soUdtude. 

VOL. VI. s 
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Since li& itielf U unoniuii, noti)i»g whitifa bw 
life for its b*m cm boB»t mw^ stetnllty. Yet this 
is but a small part of oar peq^eiity. We set out on 
a tempestuous sea in quest of some port, where «re 
expect to fiod reit^ Iwt where we are not sure of 
admission ; we are not only in dang« of sinking m 
the way, iHit of bdng misled by lajetetM^ mtstdcen 
for stars, of being driven from our coume by the 
changes of the wind, «nd of losing it by unskilAil 
steen^; yetitsometuneshappais, that cross winds 
blow us to a safer ooast, that meteors draw us aude 
from whirlpoc^ and tb«t iieg%aice or erm con- 
tributes to our eacspb frogtn mischiefs to which a de< 
rect course would have exposed us. Of those that^ 
1^ pradpitate c<Hidu8{ons, involve themselves in 
calamities without guilt, very few^ however they 
may reproach theinBidves, can be onrtaiq ibat oth^ 
meaujres would have been more suceei^ul- 

In this state of universal unc^rtsintyi where ft 
thousand dangers hover about us, aad none can t^ 
whether the good that be puroues is not evil in dlft* 
guis^ or whether the next stqi wUI lead hira to 
safety or destru^m^ notbuig cap aff<a4 any rational 
tranquillity, but tbe OHivictioa that, however ws 
amuse pureelves with unidesl sounds, ncMiiing in 
feality is governed by chancy but that tbe umver^e 
is under the perpetual tuperintendence of Hihv 
who cneatecl it ; that our being Is in tbe hands of 
Qmjiipotent Goodness, by whom if4iat appears <»< 
soM to us, is directed for «ids ultimatdy ^nd and. 
Qterdful; and that nothing can findlybuit hv» •sAm 
deb^ifr wA bima^ &om the divine Sivaitr. 
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At vindieta bowra vUajuewdmM ipta, 
Nempthoe indocti.' ' 

Chrytippat non dicit idem, *ee mite TkaletU 
/ng-mnttn, dulciqvt tetiex tiieiiuu Pymttlo, 
Qut ptrtem aceeftt: tai» inttr vincta Cieuia 

Accutaiori noiiet dare, Qjiippe mitatti 

Semper, el irifirmi eil aaimi, exiguique voluptat 
Vkio. JUT, 

But O ! revenge u tweet, 

Thus think the crowd ; who, eager to engage, 

Take qui<Uf fire, and kindle into rage. 

Not w mild Thales nor Cbtpi^pw thongkt, 

Noc thatgood ^D9f^, vbo dnnk the jioi*'no^ dnngtit 

VFith mind serene ; snd could not wish to aee 

His Tile accuser drink as deep as lie : 

Exalted Sacntt«l£<rfael7towt< 

luiM'd he t^ qnd 4yH>glw ^tipnp. 

Too noble for revenge ; whi<^ still ^e find 

The weskeat frsilty of a feeble mind. drybkh. 

No vicious duposttioDS of the mind oiore obstinate- 
ly- renst both the counsels of phU^tsopfajr ^nd tiie 
iojiHMtianB of religion, ^an tboie -vAAih aBe«0Q]> 
plicated with in cpinion o£ dignity ; and vhiiofa ve 
CBDDot diflDiM withoDt leftvlDg ID therfaands of Dp; 
pontion some adyaati^ iniqiiitoiuly <AtaiDed, o)r 
guffini^ jfaom our own peejadisM iaoBie impatatiek 
of pusiUaniarily. ' '" ' 

~ Fm- tint Teaaon aeaxcely any ^w of our ^dee^er 
is more epeelgr tmiigressel, <« fnore mdmttanov^ 
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evaded, than that by which he tommands hb (oU 
lowers to forgive injuries, and probitnts, under the 
sanction of eternal misery, the gratification of the de> 
sire which every man feels to return pain upon him 
that inflicts it. Many who could have conquered 
their anger, are unable to combat pride, and pursue 
offences to extremity of vengeance, lest they should 
be insulted by the triumph of an enemy. 

But certainly no precept could better become 
him, at whose birth peace was proclaimed to the 
earth. For, what would so soon destroy all' the 
order of society, and deform life with violence and 
ravage, as a permission to every one to judge his 
own cause, and to apportion his own recompense 
for imagined injuries? 

It is difficult for a man of the strictest justice 
not to favour himself too much, in the calmest mo* 
ments of solitary meditatitxi. Every one wishes for 
the distinctions for which thousands are wishing 
at the same time, in their own (pinion, with better 
claims. He that, when bis reason operates in its 
full force, can thus, by the mere prevalence of self- 
love, prefa himself to his fellow-beings, is veiy 
unlikely to judge equitably when bis passions are 
agitated by a sense of wrong, and his attention 
wholly engrossed by pain, interest, or dango*. 
Whoever arn^tes to himself the right of voi- 
geance, shows how little he is qualified to decide 
his own dums, since he certainly demand what he 
would think unfit to be granted to another. 

Nothing is more apparent than that, however in- 
jured, or however provdced, some must at last be 
contented to fo^ve. For it can never be hoped 
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that he vriio first aHumits an injuiy, will tontent- 
edly afxjuiesce in the penalty requited : the same 
haughtiness of contnnpt, or vehemence of deairep 
that prompt the act of injustice, wili more strongly 
incite its justification ; and resentment can never so 
exactly balance the punishment witii the &ult, but 
there will remain an over^dus of vengeanoe which 
evoi he who condemns his first action will think 
himself entitled to retaliate. What then can ensue 
but a oontinitid exacerbation of hatred, as unextin- 
guishaUe feud, an incessant redprocation of mis- 
diief, a mutual vi^lance to mtrap, and eagerness to 
destroy? 

Since then the ima^ary right of vengeance must 
he at last remitted, because it is imp(»uUe to live 
in perpetual hostility, and equally impossible that 
of two enemies, eitb» should first think himself 
obliged by justice to submission, it is surely eligible 
to fix:give eariy. Every passion is more eauly sub- 
dued before it has been long accustomed to posses- 
sion of the heart; every idea is oblitnated with less 
difficulty, as it has been more slightly impressed, 
and leas fivqueritiy renewed. He who has often 
brooded over his wrongs, pleased himself with 
schemes of malignity, and glutted his pride with 
the fimoed supplications of humbled enmity^ will 
not easily open his bosom to amity and reconcilia- 
tion, or indulge the gentle sentiments of benevo- 
lence and peace. 

It ii eauest to fn^lve, while there is yet little to 
be fbrgiven. A single injury may be soon dismissed 
fixim the memory; but a long succession of iH offices 
by d^rees assodates itsdf with every idea ; a long 
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eentest inVotres so many circunistaiicest that evoy 
place and action i^ recall it to the mind, i^ &esfa 
Eemembrance of vexation fiQiMt still enkindle rage, 
aiid irritate revmge. 

A wise man will mak^ baste, to 6st0Y*, becuue 
be knows, the true vidue of time, and will -not softer 
it to pias Kwaj in irnndceasuy .pain. He that wil- 
tingly raffers the colrodoDfl of inveterate batred,i 
sad. gives up his days and n^hts to the glocun of 
Bialiee, and perturbations of stratagem, eanfiot 
surely be said to consult his ease. R^xntm^t is an 
union of sorrow with malignity^ a combination of a 
passion which alt endeavour to avoid, with d paaidaa' 
which all concur to detest The man who retires to 
meditate mischief, and to exasperate 'faia oWn rttge ; 
Wkise thoughts are employed only on tdeans of di»> 
i^esaidd contrivances of rum ; whose nund never 
pftusra from the remembrance of his dwn mfiferings, 
hoi to indulge some hope of eigoying the calamities 
ef another, may justly be numbered among the mo^ 
miserable of human beings, among tfabse frho are 
^1^ without reward, who biw nether the glad- 
ness of pcosperity^ nor the celm of innqemce. 
1 Whoever considers the weakness both of hims^ 
aii& others will not long want persuasives to for- 
giveness. We know ndt to what degree of malignity 
any injury is to be imputed ; or how mudi its guilty 
tf ne wereto inspect the mind of him that com- 
mitted it, would be extenuated by. nnstake, pred.- 
|ataaDe> Dr negligence ;. we caiiBot be. certain bow 
taueh more we ^1 than^was intended to be inflict- 
ed;! or hoW much we increase.the misefaief to our- 
^elir^.by;v<duDtary aggravations. Wemay charge 
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Co dengn the iffects of leradent ; we may think the 
blow vioient only because we have, made ourselvei 
ddicote and tender ; we are bn erery side in dan- 
ger of error and of gtiilt ; which we are certiun to 
avoid only by sfieedy forgiveoess. 

^From this padfic and barmlen temper, thus 
propitioaB to others and ourselves, to domestic 
trancpiilfity and to social happiness, no man is witfa- 
htld Iwt by prid^ by the fear of being insolted by 
his adversary, or demised by the -world. 

It may be laid down as an unfailing and universal 
axiom, that " all pride is alject and mean." It is 
always an ignonht, lazy, or cowardly acquiescence 
in a &lae appearance of excdlence, and proceeds 
not from cdnseiousness of our attunments, hat in- 
sensibility of our wants. 

Nothing can be great Which is not right No> 
thmg which reason coodemnB can be suitaUe to the 
dignity of the human mind. To be driven by. 
external motive* irom the path which our own. 
heart a^^roves, to give wdy to any thing but ccn- 
vietioa, to suffier the iqnnion of others to nde onr 
dioice, <a overpower our resolves, is to snbtfit 
tamely to the lowest and most ignominious slavery, 
and to resign the right of directing our own lives. 

The utmost excellence at which humility dan 
arrive, is a ccaistant and determinate pursuit of vir- 
tue, without regard to present dangws or advan- 
tage ; a continual reference of every action to the 
divine will ; an habitual appeal to everlasting jus- 
tice ; and an unvaried elevdtion of the intellectual 
eye to the reward which perseverance only can ob* 
tain. But that pride which many, who presume to 
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boast of g^ierous sentiments, allow to regulate 
their measures, has nothing nohler in view than the 
approbation of men, of beings whose superiority we 
are under no obligation to acknowledge, and who. 
when we have courted them with the utmost asn- 
duity, can confer no valuable or permanent reward ; 
of beings who ignorantly judge of what they do not 
understand, or partially detennine what tbey never 
bave examined ; and whose sentence is ther^re 
of no weight till it has rec^ved the ratification of 
our own consdence. 

He that can descend to bribe suffrages like these, 
at the {»ice of his innocence ; he that can suffer the 
delight of such acclamations to withhold his atten- 
tion from the commands of the universal Soverei^, 
has little reason to congratulate himself upon the 
greatness of his mind ; whenever he awakes to sai- 
ousness and reflectioa, be must become desfHcaUe 
in his own eyes, and shrink with shame from the 
remembrance of his cowardice and folly. 

Of him that hopes to be forgiven, it is indepen- 
saUy required that he forgive. It is therefore su- 
pet^uous to urge any other motive. On this great 
duty eternity is suspended, and to him that refuses 
to practise it, the throne of mercy is inaccessible, 
and the SATiocEof tiie world has been bominvun. 
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No. 186. SATURDAY, DECEMBER tS. ITSl. 

FoM HW, pigtU ttk' maUa tampit 
Arbor xiHva rter*abtr Aura' ■■" 
thike ridentem LaiageK amabo, 

Dulee hqtieiUtm, • II OR. 

Place me where nevtr mmmer Iveew 

UDbinda tlie glebe, or waniu the tretB ; 

Where ever lowering douda appev, 

And angry Jore defoRU th' indeliient year: 

Love and tlu nym|rit ihall durm my toili. 

The nymph, who iweetlj qieaka utd sweetly amilcB. 



Or the happiness and iiu8«y of our present 
state, part aiiees from our sensatioDS, and part 
from our opini<Hi8; part is distributed by nature, 
and part is in a great measure apporti(xied by our- 
selves. Positive pleasure we cannot always obtain, 
and positive pain we oftoi cannot remove. No 
man can give to his own plantations the fragrance 
of the Indian groves ; nor will any precepts of phi- 
losophy enable him to withdraw his attention from 
wounds or diseases. But the n^ative infelid^ 
which proceeds, not from the pressure of suffer- 
ings, but the absence of enjoymmts, will alvniys 
yield to the remedies of reason. 

One of the great arts of escaping superfluous 
uneasiness, is to free our minds from the habit of 
eomparing our condition with that of othera on 
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whom the blessings of life are more bountiliilly be- 
stowed, or with ima^naiy states of delight and 
security, perhaps unattunable by mortals. Few are 
placed in a situation so gloomy and distressful, as 
not to see every day beings yet more forlorn and 
miseraUe, from whom they may learn to rgtnc^ in 
thdr own lot 

No inconvenience is less superaUe fay art or dili- 
gence thui the indemency of climates, and there- 
fore none affords more proper exercise for this phi- - 
losophical abstraction. A native of England, 
pinched with the frosts of December, may lessoi 
his affection for bis own country by suffering his 
ima^nation to wander in the vales of Asia, and 
sport among the woods that are always green, and 
streams that always murmur; but if he turns his 
thoughts towards the polar re^^ons, and considers 
the nations to whom a great portion of the year is 
darkness, and who are condemned to pass weeks 
and months amidst mountains of snow, be will soon 
recover bis tranquillity, and^, while he stirs has fire, 
or throws his ck»k about bim, reflect bow much 
he owes to Providence Hiat be is not placed in 
Gireenland <xt Iberia. 

The barrenness of the earth and the severity of 
the ^i« in tboe dreary countsnes, are sudh as 
might be expected to confine the mind wholly to 
the centemplation of necessity and diktreis, so that 
the OBte of escaping death from oold and bdnger, 
should leave no room for those passions which, in ■ 
lands oi plenty, influence conduct, or div^fflfy 
cfaamcters; the summer diould be spent wily in 
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fran^tkg fw the winter^ and the winter in lorijpng 
for the summer. 

. Yet lewned coxioBit 7 is known to hare fouftdilv 
tM7 into these abodes of poverty And gloom : Lap* 
lad and Jceiithd bave tbdr historians, their critie^- 
ffiid tbdr ports J and. lore, that extendi his domi- 
liion , whefeHi[! huthality can be found, pertutfia- 
exCTts ihe same pdwer in the Qreenlander's hut bt 
hi ttie palaces of eastern mcxiardis. 

In one of the large caves to which the ftmitties of 
GieOiIend retire togetba, to pass the oold mbntit^- 
and which may be termed thdrnUages. or dties, a- 
youtb dnd mud> who came from diiEer^t parts of- 
the. coaritrjff. were so itiuch diatingiiiihed for their 
beanty, that they were c^ed by the rest of ihe. 
iidiabitants Anningait- uid Ajiit, frotn a Supposed 
nsetnblance to thdr ancestors of the same names,' 
who had been truKfbrmed of old into the sun and 
moon. 

Anningait for some time beud the pnUses of Ajut 
with little emotion, but at last, by frequent inter- 
views, became soisiblf of her diarms, and firat mdde 
a discovery of his a£Ekction,-by inviting her with her, 
parenti to a &est, where he placed he&xe Ajut the 
t^ of a whale. Ajilt seemed not much delighted 
by this gallantry '^ yet, -however, from that time, 
was observed rarely to appear, but in a vest made 
ci the skin of a white deer ; she used frequently to 
renew the black die. upon her hands and forehead, 
to adorn. her sleeves with coral and sbdls, and to 
Iffaid her hair with great exactness. 
■ The deganoe of her dress, and the judicious dis- 
position of het orniaments, had such an effect upon 
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Anningut, that he could no longer be rettndned 
irom a declaration of his lore. He theref<ve com- 
posed a poem in her praise, in which, amrajg otlier 
hoYHc and tender sentiments, he protested, that 
*' She was beautiful as the verml willow, and fra- 
" grant as thyme upon the mountains ; that her 
" fingers were white as the teeth of the mots^ and 
" her smile grateful as the dissolution of the ioe ; 
** that he would pursue her, though she should pass 
" the mows of the midland difis, or seek shelter 
" in the caves of the eastern cannibals ; that he 
** would tear her friHn the emteaces of the genius 
** of the rocks» snatch ha frran the paws of Ama- 
" rock, and rescue h« from the ravine of Ua^ufa." 
He concluded with a wish, that " whoever shall 
" attempt to hinder his union with Ajut, might be 
** buried without his bow, and that in the land of 
" souls his skull might serve for no oUier use than 
*' to t»tcfa tiie droppings of the stany lamps." 

This ode bang universdly applauded, it was ex- 
pected that Ajut would soon yield to such fervour 
and accfHuplishmHits : but Ajut, with Uie natural 
haughtiness of beauty, expected all the forms of 
courtship; and before she would confess herself 
conquered, the sun returned, the ice iH^ke, and the 
season of labour called all to their employments. 

Anningait and Ajut for a time always went out 
in the same boat, and divided whatever was caught 
Anningait, in the sight of his mistress, lost no <^ 
portnnity of signalizing his courage ; he attacked 
the sea-horses on tiie ice; pursued the seals into 
the water; and leaped upon the hack of the whale, 
while he was yet straggling witii the remains of 
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life. Nor was bU diligence lets to accumulate all 
that could be neeeasary to make winto- comfort' 
able: be dried tbe roe of fishes and the flesh of 
seals ; he entrapped deer and foxes, and dressed 
their skius to adcHn bis bride ; he feasted her with 
c^gs fiom the rocks, and strewed her tent with 
flowers. 

It happened that a tempest drove tbe fish to a 
distant part of the coast, before Anningait bad 
competed bis store ; he therefore entreated Ajut, 
that she would at last grant him ha hand, and ac- 
onnpany him to that part of the country whither 
he was now summoned by necessity. Ajut thought 
him not yet entitled to such condescension, but 
proposed, as a trial of bis constancy, that he should 
return at tbe end of summer to the cavern where 
thar acquaintance commenced, and there expect 
tiie reward of his assiduities. " O virgin, beautiful 
*' as tbe sun shining on the water, consider," stud 
Anningait, " what thou hast required. How 
" easily may my return be precluded by a sudden 
" fixMt or unexpected fogs ; then must the night 
*• be passed without my Ajut We live not, my feir, 
** in those febled countries, which lying strangers 
*' so want<Mily describe ; where the whole year is 
*' divided into short days and ni^ts ; where the 
** same habitation serves for summer and winter ; 
" where th^ nuse houses in rows above the ground, 
** dwell together from year to year, with flocks of 
** tame animals grazing in the fields about them; 
" can travel at any time firom one place to another, 
" through ways indosed with trees, or over walls 
" nused upon tbe inland waters, and direct their 
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" coune tbmu^ wide oountries hy tiie iSght oi 
** green hills or scattered buildmgs. Even in som* 
** mer, we have no means of crossing tiw moiiit- 
** tains, whose mows are never dissolved ; ncr km 
" remove to any distant residence, but in our boail 
** coasting the bays. Ctmsider, Ajut; a few sam^ 
'* mer-days, and a few winter nights, and .tiie 1^ 
" of man is at an end. Night is Uie tin}e of ebse 
" and festivity, of revels and gaiety ; but <fvhtt wiH 
" be the flaming lamp, the ddidous seal, or tiw 
" soft oil, without the smile trf Ajut ?" 

The eloqumce of Annkig^it was vain ; tfie maid 
continued inex<HBUe, and they parted with ardent 
promises to meet again before tbie n^ht of winter. 
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tfim t'fivfl* iwM foitial mutare laboret, 
Ifon sijrigwibu* mediU Hebrumgve bibamtu, 
Sithortiiugue nivet hiemit tubeamai aqiioMe~— 
Omnia iiineit amor. vmaiL. 

Lore altera not Ibr ni hn hard decrees, 
Not ttu>' beneath Uie Thraciui clime we fire£ie, 
Or the mild blus of temperate skies &n^. 
And in mid winter tread Sithonian anow :^^ 
LoT< conquefS alL— 



Akningait, however discomposed by the dilatory 
coyness of Ajut* was yet resolved to emit no tokens 
. c( amonous respect ; ^d therefore presented Her 
«t bis departure with the sidns of seven white 
&wns, of five swans and eleven seals, with three 
marble lamps, ten vessel of seal oil, and a large 
l^ettle rf brassy, which he had purchased from a ship, 
at the price of half a whale, and two horns of 
lea-uQicoms. 

Ajut was so much affected hy the fondness of her 
lover,. or so much orerpowa^ by his magnificence 
^tsbe followed him to the sea-side; and, when 
she saw him enter the boat, wished doud, that he 
might return with plenty of skins and oil; that 
neither the mermaids might snatch him into the 
deeps, nor the spirits of the rocks confine him in 
thetr cavern& 

She stood a while to gaze upon the departing 
vessel, and then returning to her hut, silent and 
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dejected, had uide, from that hour, her white deer 
skin, suffered her hair to spread unbruded on her 
shoulders, and forbore to mix in the dances of the 
maidens. She endeavoured to divert hn- thoughts 
}jj continual application to feminine employments, 
gatho^d moss for the winter lamps* and dried grass 
to line the boots of Anningait. Of the skins which 
he had bestowed upon her, she made a fisbing- 
coat, a small boat, and tent, all of exquisite ma- 
nufecture ; and while she was thus busied, solaced 
faCT labours with a song, in which she prayed, 
" that her lover might have hands stronger than 
** the paws of the bear, and feet swifter than the 
'* feet of the rein-deer ; that his dart might never 
** err, and that his boat might never leak ; that be 
" might never stumble on the ioe, nw ftant in the 
'* water ; that the seal might rush on bis harpoon, 
" and the wounded whale might dash the waves in 
" vain." 

The laige boats in which the Greenlanders trans- 
port their families, are always rowed by women ; 
for a man will not debase himself by work, whidi 
requires neither skill nor courage. Anningut was 
therefore exposed by idleness to the ravages of pas- 
sion. He went thrice to the stem of the boat, with 
an intent to leap into the water, and swim back to 
his mistress; but recollecting the misery which tbey 
must endure in the winter, without oil for the 
lamp, or skins for the bed, he resolved to employ 
the weeks of absence in provision for a night of 
plenty and felicity. He then composed his emo. 
tions as he could, and expressed in wild numbers 
and uncouth images, his hopes, his amtows, and bis 
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fews. " O life 1" says he, " frwl and uncertain ! 
" where shall wretched man find thy resemblance 
** but in ice floating on the ocean ? It towers on 
" high, it sparkles from a&r, while the storms drive 
" and the waters beat it, the sun melts it above, 
" and the rocks shatter it below. What art thou, 
" deceitful pleasure ! but a sudden blaze streaming 
" from the north, which plays a moment on the 
" eye, mocks the traveller with the hopes of light, 
" and then vanishes for ever ? What, love, art thou 
" but B whirlpool, which we approach without 
" knowledge of our danger, drawn on by imper- 
" cepUhle degrees, till we have lost all power of 
" resistance and escape ? Till I fixed my eyes on 
" the graces of Ajut, while I had not yet called 
" her to the banquet, I was careless as the sleeping 
" morse, I was merry as the singers in the stars. 
" Why, Ajut, did I gaze upon thy graces? why, 
" my fair, did 1 call thee to the banquet ? Yet, be 
" faithful, my love, remember Anningait, and 
" meet my return with the smile of virginity. I 
" will chase the deer, I will subdue the whale, re- 
" sistless as the fi-ost of darkness, and unwearied as 
" the summer sun. In a few weeks I shall return 
" prosperous and wealthy ; then shall the roe-fish 
" and the porpoise feast thy kindred ; the fox and 
" hare shall cover thy couch ; the tough hide of 
** the seal shall shelter thee front cold ; and the &t 
" of the whale illuminate thy dwelUng." 

Anningait having with these sentiments consoled 
.his grief, and animated his industry, found that ' 
they had now coasted the headland, and saw the 
whales spouting at a distance. He therefore placed 
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fatmsdf in his fishing-boat, called his assodates to 
thdr several employments, plied his oar and har. 
poon with incredible courage and dexterity ; and, 
by dividing his time betweai the chace and fiahoy, 
suspended the miseries of absence and suspicion. 

Ajut, in the mean time, notwithstanding her 
neglected dress, haf^ned, as she was drying some 
skins in the sun, to catch the eye of Nomgsuk, on 
bis return from hundng. Nomgsuk was of birth 
truly illustrious. His mother had died in child- 
Inrth, and his fother, the most expert fisher of 
Gre«iland, had perished by too close pursuit of the 
whale. His dignity was equalled t^ bis riches ; 
be was otaster of four men's and two women's 
boats, had ninety tuba of oil in his winter habi- 
tation, and five and twenty seals buried in the snow 
against the season of darkness. When he saw the 
beauty of Ajut^ be immediately threw over her the 
skin of a deer that he bad taken, and soon after 
presented her with a Ivancb of onal. Ajut refused 
his gifts, and determined to admit no lover in the 
place of Anningftit. 

Nomgsuk, tbas r^ected, bad recourse to strata- 
gem. He knew that Ajut would cmsult an Angek- 
kok, fw diviner, concemiug the fete c^ her lover, 
and the felicity of her future Kfe. He therefore 
applied himself to the most celebrated Angekkok 
of that part of the country, and, by a present of two 
seals and a marble kettle, obtained a promise, that 
wbai Ajut should consult him, be would declare 
that her lover was in the land of souls. Ajut, in a 
short time, brought him a coat made by herself, 
and inquired wbat events were to befal her, with 
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assurances of a milch laiger reward at the return 
of Anningait, if the prediction should flatter het 
de^res. The Ahgekkok knew the way to riches, 
and foretold that Anningait, having aheady caught 
two whales, would soon return home with a la^ 
boat laden with ph>visions. 

This ptognosticadon she was ordered to kee^ 
secret; and Nofngsuk depending upon his artifice, 
renewed his addresses with greater con6dence; but 
finding his suit still unsuccessful, applied hims^ 
to her parents with gifts and promises. The wealth 
of Greenland is too powerful for the virtue of ft 
Greenlatider ; they forgot the merit and the pre< 
sents of Anningait, and decreed Ajut to. the em- 
braces of NomgsUk. She entreated; she remtm- 
stratad ; she wet>t. and raved ; but finding riches 
irresistible, fled away into the uplands, and lived 
in a cave upon siich berries as she eonld gathrt, 
and the birds or hares which she had the fortune 
to ensnare, taking care, at an hotit whrai she was 
not likely to be found, to view the sea every day, 
that her lover might not miss her at his returii. 

At last she saw the great boat in which Anningait 
had departed, stealing slow and hetfvy laden along 
the coast She ran with all the impatience of af- 
fection to catch her lover in her arms, and relate her 
constancy and sufiferings. When the company reach- 
ed the land, they informed her that Anningait, a^et 
the fishery was ended, being unable to support the 
slow passage of the vessel of carriage, had set out 
bef<Hre them in his fishing-boat, and they expected 
at their arrival to have found him on shore. 
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Ajut, distracted at this intelligence, was about to 
fly into the hills, without knowing why, though she 
was now in the hands of her parents, who forced 
her back to their own hut, and endeavoured to com- 
fort her; but when at last they retired to rest, 
Ajut went down to the beach ; where, finding a 
fishing-boat, she entered it without hesitation, and 
telling those who wondered at her rashness^ that 
she was going in search of Anningait, rowed away 
with great swiftness, and was seen no more. 

The fate of these lovers gave occasion to various 
fictions and conjectures. Some are of opinion, that 
they were changed into stars; others imagine, that 
Anningait was seized in his passage by the genius 
of the rocks, and that Ajut was transformed into a 
mermud. and still continues to seek her lover in 
the deserts of the sea. But the general persuasion 
is, that they are both in that part of the land of 
souls where the sun never sets, where oil is always 
fresh, and provisions always warm. The virgins 
sometimes throw a thimble and a needle into the 
bay, from which the hapless mud departed; and 
when a Grtenlander would praise any couple for 
virtuous affection, he declares that they love like 
Anningait and Ajut 
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No. 188. TUESDAY, JANUARY 4, 1752. 

Site colo, Sexte, non amofio.— xjbt. , 

The more I honour thee, the leas I lore. 

None of the desires dictated by vanity is more 
general, or less blameable, than that of being distin- 
guished for the arts of conversation. Other accom- 
plishments may be possessed without opportunity of 
exerting them, or wanted .without danger that the 
defect can often be remarked ; but as no man can 
live, otherwise than in an hermitage, without hourly 
pleasure or vexation, from the fondness or neglect 
of those about him, the faculty of giving pleasure is 
of continual use. Few are more frequently envied 
than those who have the power of forcing attention 
wherever they come, whose entrance is considered 
as a promise of felicity, and whose departure is la- . 
raented, like the recess of the sun from northern 
climates, as a privation of all that enlivens fiincy, or 
inspirits gaiety. 

It is apparent, that to excellence in this valuable 
art, some peculiar qualifications are necessary ; for 
every one's experience will inform him, that the 
pleasure which men are able to give in conversa- 
tion, holds no stated proportion to their knowledge 
or their virtue. Many find their way to the tables 
and the parties of those who never consider them 
as of the least importance in any other place ; we 
have all, at one time or other, been content to love 
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those whom we could not esteem, and been per- 
suaded to try tbe dangerous experimebt of admit- 
ting him for a companion, wbom we knew to be 
too ignorant for a coiinsellor, and too treacherous 
for s friend. 

I question whether som^ ftbateiqent of character 
is not necessaiy to general scc^tance. Few spend 
tiieir time with much satisfaction under the eye of 
unotmtestable sup«iority ; and therefi»^ among 
tiiose whose presence is courted at assembhes of 
jollity, there are seldom found men eminently dig,. 
tinguished fm powers txr acquisitions. Tbe wit 
whose vivacity condemns slower teogues to silence, 
the scholar whose knowledge allows no man to 
&ncy that he instructs him, the critic who sufl&ra 
no ^lacy to pass undetected, and the reaaoner who 
condemns the idle to thought, and the negligent 
to attention, are generally prused and feared, re* 
verenced and avoided. 

He that would please must rarely mm at such 
otcellence as depresses his hearers in their own 
(pinion, or debars them from tbe hope of ocmtri- 
buting leciprocally to tbe entertunment of tiie 
company. Merriment, extorted by sallies of ima- 
gination, aprightltness of remark, or quickness of 
reply, is too often what the Latins call, the Sardi' 
nian Laughter, a distorticm of the face without 
gladness of heart 

For this reason, no style of conversation is more 
extensively acceptable tiian the narrative. He who 
has stored his memory with slight anecdotes, pri- 
vate inddents, and personal peculiarities, seldom 
l^ls to find bis uidience&vourable. Almost every 
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man listens with eagerness to contemporary history ; 
£ot almoat every man has some real or imaginary 
connexion with a celebrated character; some de- 
sire to advance or oppose a rinng name. Vanity 
often co-operates with curiosity. He that is a 
hearer in one place, qualifies himself to become a 
speaker in another ; for though he cannot compre- 
Jiend a series of argument, or transport the volatile 
spirit of wit without evaporation, he yet thinks 
himself able to treasure up the various incidents of 
a stwy, and pleases his hopes with the information 
which he shall give to some inferior society. 

Narratives are for the most part heard without 
envy, because they are not supposed to imply any 
intellectual qualities above the common rate. To 
be acquainted with facts not yet echoed by plebraan 
mouths, may happen to one man as well as to ano- 
ther ; and to relate them when they are known, 
has in appearance so little difficulty, that every (me 
concludes lumsdf equal to the task. 

But it is not easy, and in some situations of life 
not possible, to accumulate such a stock of materials 
as may support the expence of contin ual narration ; 
and it frequently happens, that they who attempt 
this method of ingratiating themselves, please only 
8t the first intnriew ; and, for want of new sup< 
plies <^ intelligence, wear out their stories by oon> 
tinual repetition. 

There would be. therefore, little hope of obtun- 
iog the {HTUse of a good companion, were it not to 
be gained by more compendious methods ; but such 
is the kindness of mankind to all, except those who 
a^iire to r^l merit and rational dignity, that every 
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understanding may find some way to excite bene- 
volence ; and whoever is not envied may learn the' 
art of procuring love. We are willing to be pleased, 
but are not willing to admire ; we favour the mirth 
or officiousness that solicits our regard, but oppose 
the worth or spirit that enforces it. 

The Brst place among those that please, because 
, they desire only to please, is due to the merry 
feUow, whose laugh is loud, and whose voice is 
strong ; who is ready to echo every jest with ob- 
streperous approbation, and countenance every 
ftoXxc with vociferations of applause. It is not 
necessary to a merry fellow to have in himself any 
fund of jocularity, or force of conception ; it is 
sufficient that he always appears in the highest 
exaltation of gladness, for the greater part of man- 
kind are gay or serious by infection, and follow 
without resistance the attraction of example. 

Next to the merry fellow is the gooA-natured 
man, a being generally without benevolence, or 
any other virtue, than such as indolence and insen- 
sibility confer. The characteristic of a good- 
natured man is to bear a joke ; to sit unmoved and 
unafiected amidst noise and turbulence, profane- 
ness and obscenity ; to hear every tale without 
contradiction ; to endure insult without reply ; and 
to follow the stream of folly, whatever course it 
&hall happen to take. The good-natured man is 
commonly the darling of the petty wits, with whom 
tfiey exercise themselves in the rudiments ctf rail- 
lery ; for he never takes advantage of fellings, nor 
disconcerts a puny satirist with unexpected sar- 
casms ; but while the glass continues to circulate. 
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contentedly bears the expence of uninterrupted 
laughter^ and retires rejoidng at his own im- 
portance. 

The modest man is a companion of a yet lower 
rank, whose only power of giving pleasure is not 
to interrupt it The modest man satisfies himself 
with peaceful silence, which all his companions are 
candid enough to omuder as proceeding not from 
inability to speak, but willingness to hear. 

Many, without being able to attain any general 
character of excellence, have some single art of 
entertainment which serves them as a passport 
through the world. One I have known for fifteen 
years the darling of a weekly clul^ because every 
night, predsely at eleven, he begins his &vouiite 
song, and during the vocal performance, by corre- 
sp(H)ding motions of his hand, chalks out a ^nt 
upon the wall. Another has endeared himself to a 
long succession of acquaintances by sitting among 
them with his wig reversed ; another by contriving 
to smut the nose of any stranger who was to be 
initiated in the dub; another by purring like a 
cat, and then pretending to be frighted : and ano< 
ther by yelping like a hound, and idling to the 
drawers to drive out the dog. 

Such are the arts by which cheerfulness is pro- 
moted, and sometimes frimdship established ; arts, 
which those who despise them should not rigorously 
blame, except when they are practised at the ex- 
pence of innocence ; for it is always necessary to be 
loved, but not always necessary to be reverenced. 
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^lod lam grande t^^utt damat tiln terta togata. 
Nan (b, Pompom, cema dUerta ttta eti.-^—UAar. 

Reaonnding pUodita thro' the erowd hwr nag ; 

Th; treat U eloquent. Mid aot thy *oBg°C' ' " '■ t^^D- 

The world scarcely aflfords opportunitiea of mal^g 
any observation more frequently, than Mi ftlse 
datms to commendation. Almost erery man 
wastes part of his life in attempts to display quali- 
ties wbioh he does not poawss, and to gain applause 
which he cannot keep ; so that scarcely can two 
persons casually meet, but one is funded or dirart- 
cd by the ostentation of tbe otb«'. 

Of theao pretaiders it is fit to distinguish those 
who endeaTour to deceive from them who are de- 
cdved ; those who by designed impostures promote 
their intemt, or^/igratify their pri^, frran tbem 
who mean only to force into regard tlieir latent 
excellenoes and n^eeted virtues ; who believe 
themselves qualified to instruct or pleaae, and 
therefore invite tiie nc^oe of mankind. 

The artful and fraudulent usurptts of cUstinetion 
deserve greater aeveritiea than ridicule and con. 
tempt, since tbey are aeldmn content vrith empty 
praise, hutare inrtigatad by pasaiom mcwe peno* 
dous thm vaiuty. Tb^ oonsider tlie r^Hitation 
which th^ endeavour to establish as necessary to 
tbe accomplishment of some subsequent design. 
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and Talu9 praise only as it may conduce to the 
success of avarice or ambition. 

The commerdal world is very frequently put 
into confusion by the bankruptcy of merchants, 
that assumed the splendour of wealth only to ob- 
tain the privilege of trading with the stock of other 
men, and of contracting debts which nothing but 
lucky casualties could enable them to pay ; till 
after having supported their appearance a while by 
tumultuous magnificence of boundless traffic, they 
sink at once, and drag down into poverty those 
whom th^ equipages had induced to trust them. 

Among wretches that place their happiness in 
the &vour of the great, i^ beings whom only high 
titles w large esti^es set above themselves, nothing 
is more common than to boast of con&dence which 
th^ do not ^oy; to sell promises which they 
know t^ear interest unable to p«fonii ; and to re^ 
imburse the tribute which they pay to an impious 
master, fiom the contributions of meaner depend- 
ants, yrhom they can amuse with tales of their in« 
fluence, and hopes of their solicitation. 

Even among some, too thoughtlera and volatile 
for avarice or ambition, may be found a spedes of 
fakebood more detestable than the levee or ex- 
change can show. Tbere are men that boast oC 
debaucheries, of which they never bad address to 
be guilty ; ruin, by lewd tales, tbe cbaraeters of 
women to whom they are searcdy known, ot by 
whom they have been rejected ; destroy ip a drunkeo 
frolic tbe happiness of families ; Uast the bloom of 
beauty, and intercept tbe reward of virtue. 
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Other artifices of falsehood, though uttn'ly un- 
worthy of an ingenuous mind, are not yet to be 
ranked with fla^tiou^ enormities, nor is it neces- 
sary to incite sanguinary justice against them, since 
they may be adequately punished by detection and 
laughter. The traveller who describes cities which 
he has never seen ; the squire, who, at his return 
from London, tells of his intimacy with nobles to 
whom he has only bowed in the park or coffee- 
house; the author who entertains his admirers 
with stones of the assistance which he gives to wits 
of a higher rank ; the city dame who talks of her 
visits at great houses, where she happens to know 
the cook-maid, are surely such harmless animals as 
truth herself may be content to despise without 
desiring to hurt them. 

But of the multitudes who struggle in vain for 
distinction, and display their own merits only to 
feel more acutely the sting of neglect, a great part 
are wholly innocent of deceit, and are betrayed, by 
infatuation and credulity, to that scorn with which 
the universal love of praise incites us all to drive 
feeble competitors out of our way. 

Few men survey themselves with so much seve- 
rity, as not to admit prejudices in thdr own ftvour, 
which an artful flatterer may gradually strengthen, 
till wishes for a particular qualification are improved 
to hopes of attainment, and hopes of attainment to 
belief of possession. Such flatterers every one will, 
find, who has power to reward their assiduities. 
Wherever there is wealth there will be dependence 
and expectation, and wherever there is dependence, 
there will be an emulation of servility. 
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Many of the foUies which provoke general cen- 
sure, are the effects of such vanity as, however it 
might have wantoned in the ima^nation, would 
scarcely have dared the public eye, had it not 
been animated and emboldened by flattery. What- 
ever difficulty there may be in the knowledge of 
ourselves, scarcely any one fails to suspect his own 
imperfections, till he is elevated by others to con- 
iidence. We are almost all naturally modest and 
timorous ; but fear and shame are uneasy sensa- 
tions, and whosoever helps to remove them is re- 
ceived with kindness. 

Turpicula was the heiress of a large estate, and 
having lost her mother in her infancy, was commit- 
ted to a governess, whom misfortunes had reduced 
to suppleness and humility. The fondness of Tur- 
picula's father would not suffer him to trust her at 
a public school, but he hired domestic teachers, 
and bestowed on her all the accomplishments that 
wealth could purchase. But how many things are 
necessary to happiness which money cannot obtain ! 
Thus secluded from dl with whom she might con- 
verse on terms of equality, she heard none of those 
indmadons of her defects, which envy, petulance, 
or anger, produce among children, where they are 
not afraid of telling whut they think. 

Turpicula saw nothing but obsequiousness, and 
heard nothing but commendations. None are so 
little acquainted with the heart, as not to know that 
woman's first wish is to be handsome, and that con- 
sequently the readiest method of obtaining her 
kindness is to pruse her beauty. Turpicula had a 
distorted shape and a dark complexion ; yet, when 
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the impudenoe of adulation had ventured to tell 
her of the commanding dignity of her motion, and 
the aa& enchantment of her nuil^ she-iraB ea^ 
ccwvinced, that Bbe was the delight or torment of 
every eye, and that all who gaeed upon her felt th^ 
fire of envy or love. She therefore neglected the 
culture of an understanding wbiefa might have sup- 
pUed the defects of her form, and applied all her 
care to the deomition of her person ; for she con- 
udered that more could judge of beauty than of 
vrit, and waa, like the rest of human beings, in 
haste to be admired. The desire (^ ccmquest na- 
turally led her to the lists in which beauty sig- 
nalizes her power. She glittered at court, flut- 
tered in the park, and talked aloud in the front- 
box; but, after a thousand experiments of h«: 
charms, was at last convinced that she bad been 
flattered, and that her glass was honerter than her 
maid. 
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J^oratere wu , non retponderejaoorem 
QuaiUam m^rftw— — hom. 

Henrr and Alfred 

Clw'd ibar kmg glcries with a n^, to find 

Th' nnwining gratitnde of base mankind. pofe. 

Among the emirs and visiera, tbe sons of valour 
amt of wisdom, that stand at the comers of tbe 
Indian ttirone, to assist the counsels or conduct 
the wars of the posterity of Timur, the first 
place was long held by Morad the son of Hanuth. 
Morad, having signalized himself in many battles 
and sieges, was rewarded with the government of 
a province, from which the fume of his wisdom 
and moderation was wafted to the pinnacles (^ 
Agra, l^ the prayers of those whom his admi- 
nistration made happy. The emperor called him 
into his presence, and gave into his band the k^ 
of riches, and the sabre of command. The voi^ 
of M(»ad was heard from the ctiffs of Taarus to 
the Indian ocean, every tongue &ultered in his 
presence, and every eye was cast down before him. 
Morad lived many years in jHtHperity ; every 
day increased his wealth, and extended his influ- 
ence. The sages repeated his maxims, the cap- 
tains of thousands waited his cooHDands. Compe- 
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tddiHi wlUulrew into the cavern of envy, and dis- 
content tremUed at her own murmurs. Bat hu- 
tnao greatness is short and transitory, as the odour 
of incense in the fire. The sun grew weary of gild- 
ing the palaces of MfHsd, the clouds of sorrow 
gathered round his head, and the tempest of hatred 
roared about bis dwelling. 

Iltlpred -saw nrin hastily approadiing. The first 
that forspqk him were hi&, poets ; their example 
was followed by dl those whom he had rewarded 
fcxc contribuUng to his pleasures, and only a few, 
whose vu-tue had entitled them to &vour, were Aow 
to be seen in his hall or chambers. He felt his 
dangM*, and prostrated himself at the foot c^ die 
throne. His accusers were confident and loud, 
bis friends stood contented with frigid neutndity, 
and the voice of truth was ovo-bonie I^ clamour. 
He was divested of his power. dejHived of his ac- 
quisitions, and condemned to pass the rest of his 
life on bis hereditary estate. 

Morad had been so long accoMomed to crowds 
and business, supplicants and fl^tery, that he 
knew not how to fill up his hours in soUtMde; he 
saw with regret the sun rise to force on- bis'eyfe'a 
new day for which he had no usb; lind<Btmed the 
savage that wanders in the deseitt/ because he- hits 
no time vacant from the calls x^ nature, but iftal- ' 
ways chasing his prey, or sleeping in his den: 

His discontent in lime vitiated his constitution, 
and a slow disease seized upon hioi. He refdsed 
physic, neglected exercise, and lay down on Ms 
couch peevish and restless, rather afraid to die than 
desirous to live. His domestics, for a time, re* 
S 
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doubled their assiduities; but finding that no ofBd- 
ousness could soothe, nor exactness satisfy, they 
soon ^ye way to negligence and sloth, and he that 
once comlnanded nations, often languished in his 
diamber without an attendant 

In this melancholy state* he commanded mes- 
aengera to recall his eldest son Abouzaid from the 
army. Abouzaid was alarmed at the account of his 
ftther's sidcnes^ and hasted by long journeys to 
his place of residence. Morad was yet living, and 
felt his strength return at the embraces of his son ; 
then commanding him to sit down at his bed-side, 
** Abouzaid," says he, " thy father has no mme to 
" hope or fear from the inhabitants of the earth ; 
" the cold band of the angel of death is now upon 
** biro, and the voracious grave is howling for his 
" pr^. Hear, therefore, the precepts of ancient 
" experience, let not my last instructions issue 
'* forth in vain. Thou hast seen me happy and 
" calamitous, thou hast beheld my exaltation and 
" my falL My power is in the hands of my ene- 
" mies, my treasures have rewarded my accusers ; 
" but my inheritance the clemency of the emperOT 
" has spared, and my wisdom his anger could not 
" take away. Cast thine eyes round thee, what- 
" ever thou beholdest will, in a few hours, be 
** tbine : apply thine ear to my dictates, and these 
" posesstons will promote thy happiness. Aspire 
" not to public honours, enter not the palaces of 
" kings; thy wealth will set thee above insult, let 
" tiiy moderation keep thee below envy. Content 
" thyself witK private dignity, di£Fiise thy riches 
" among thy fiiends, let eveiy day extend thy 

VOL. VI. u 
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** beneSceiMe, End sufibr not thjr beort to be at rot 
" t3I thoD wt lored \fy all to whom tbou artluiovn. 
" In the height of my power, I Mud to defematioii, 
*• Who wiU hear thee ? and to artifiae, What ouNt 
** thou perform ? But, nay aon, dc^ae not thou 
•^ the taaiioe of the weakest, Matember that venom 
» flupi^iea tbewtint of itrength, and that the lisn 
'' may periafa by 4he puneturs of ui aap." 

Morad expired in a few boun. AbBuaaid, aftrr 
Ihe moDths of mourning, determuwd to regulate 
-his conduct by bis father's pveeepts, uid cultivate 
the love ofmankiad by every art of kindnasa and 
endearment. He wisely considered, that domfistic 
happiness was first to be secured, and tfaat nMie 
have so much power of doing good or hurt^ as those 
who are present in the hour of n^Kgenee* hear the 
bursts of thoughtleis meniment, and observe tfae 
starts of unguarded passion. Ho thsfcfore aug- 
mented the pay of all his attendants, and requited 
every «iertion of uneomaacm diligence by fupecno- 
meraiy gratuttjes. While he Oongi«tulated himsdf 
upon the fidelity and affiKition oi9 his^Knqhf, he was 
in the night darraed with Robert, nvbo; being- pur- 
sued and taken, declared that'^th^ Had^ bc«» wl- 
mitted by one of his serrants^-'thb^sflrventrkB- 
mediately oonfessed, that -he u i ifaat r wi ■ tfae'iiloor. 
because another not move worthy of ccHifidbinMiiwas 
entrusted with Hie keys. 

Abouzaid was tiius convinced that a dapesdant 
could not easily be made a friend ; and tbat>wkile 
many were soliciting for the first rank of favotU*, 
all those would be alienated whom be d)sapp(ri«ted. 
He therefore reserved to assodate with a fe# tfqiial 
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tamptadom idadtad fioH amoag the cbief -am «f 
tfae ptoTinoe. With these be Jirad ho^pi^ isr « 
time, tiU femiiiarity sets them ftee fnua i«itB«in^ 
aad 0TM7 man thought himsetf'at tibertx ta iodnl^ 
fail oiTD caprice, and advanee his own. opkiiow. 
They tbea disturbed cack other with owCiMiety 
of iiwlinttiims, and difieMnoe of aeiitii«^$% .and 
Aboucaid was neoesaitf^ed to t0m&. 'etw pact^ by 
coBcuneDce, w both bj iadiShttnee* 

He afkrwards determined to av(M a dose ui^nt 
with beingB so dbeordant in tbetr nature, ^aipd lo 
di£^ae bimaelf in a kr^^er oird& He {wactis^ the 
smiJe of unJTeraal counesy. and iavited all to his 
table, bat admitted none to his retirements. Many 
who had been njected in his choice of friendship 
now r^uaad to aocept his aoquaintuice ; and of 

- those whom piettfy and ma^ificende chew to his 
taU^ evory one pressed forward toward intimacy, 

.thoi^bt bimsdf oTerlot^ed in the crowd, and mut^ 
mtuvd. because he was not distinguished above the 
fert^ By degflses all made advances, and all re< 
aented itipt^. . The table was then covered with 

■ddjcftite in vaitt ; the music sounded in empty 
tieoma^ and<Abouza)d was left to form in solitude 
aiHnBfBCie fioheme of {Measure or security. 
Restrfviilg nckw to try the force of gratitude, he 

;-inqiurcd &r toen of science, whose merit was ob- 
scured by poverty. His house was soon crowded 
witb'ppdts, seidptors, puiaters, and designers, who 
waatondd in unoxperieaced plenty, and employed 
their powers in celebration of their patron. But in 
a ^ort time they forgot the distress from which 
they had been rescued, and began to consider their 
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deliverer as a wtetdi of narrow capadty, who was 
growing great by works, whidi he could not per- 
farta, and whom they overpaid by condescending 
to accept his bountiest Abouzaid heard their mur- 
murs and dismissed them, and from that hour con- 
tinued blind totnlours, and deaf to panegyric. 

As the sons of art departed, muttering threats of 
perpetual infamy, Abouzaid, who stood at the gat^ 
called to him -Hamet the poet. ** Hamet," said he, 
** thy ingratitude has put an end to my hopes and' 
** experiments : I have now learned the vanity of 
** those labours that wish to be rewarded by hu- 
" man benevolence; I shall henceforth do good, 
** and avoid evil, without respect to the opinion- 
" of men ; and resolve to solicit only the approba- 
" tion of that Bdng whom alone we are sure to 
•' please by endeavouring to please him." 
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Cereut in Bitiumjlteli, moniior^it* aiperf—^atm. ■ 

Thepnlb 

Yielding Uke wax, th' impressive fi)Qy bears ; 

lEtoi^ to reproofj and dow to fhtatciSlHi.— >*«Kl^w]i8. 

Tot^ RAMBLER. 

SEAK XK SAHBLEB, 

I HAVE been four days confined to my chamber 
by a odd. which has already kept ate from three 
plays, nine sales, five shows, and six card-tables, 
and put me seventeen visits behind-hand ; and the 
doctor tells my mamma, that if I fret and cry, it 
will settle in my head, and I shall not be fit to be 
aeen these nix weeks. But. dear Mr Rambler, how 
can I help it? At this very time Melissa is dan- 
cing with the pretdest gentleman ; — she will break- 
^t with him to>morrow, and then run to two auc- 
tions, and hear compliments, ahd have presents ; 
then she will be drest, and visit, and get a ticket to 
the play ; then go to cards and win, and come home 
with two flambeaux ^before her chair. Dear Mr 
Rambler, who can bear it ? . 

My aunt has just brought me a bundle of your 
papers for my amusement. She says, you are a 
philosopher, and will teach me to moderate my 
desires, and look upon the world with indifference. 
But, dear sir, I do not wish, nor intend to mode- 
rate my desires, nor can I think it fiopet to look 
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upon tbe world with indifieren<%, till the world 
lfx>ks with indifierence on me. I have been forced, 
however, to sit, tbis mornii^ a whole quarter of an 
hour wHh jour pasper before mj face: but just as 
nty auAt,cani&in» PhyUida had brought me a letter 
frpiqi. ^r, Tfjp,. which I put within the leaves; 
HQd read ^bqut absence and inconsolableness, and 
ar^ofV, a.Tid..irrfeistible passion^ and etenuU con- 
sia^y, while my aHOt imagined that I was puzzling 
nojudf w^b your philosophy, and often cried ou^ 
when ?he saw me look conflised, " If there is any 
*' word that you do not understand, child, I will 
*' explain it." 

Dear soul ! how <Ad pec^e that tlunk themselves 
wise may be imposed upon ! But it is fit that tbey 
tfaould take their turn, for I am sure, while they 
can keep poor girls close in the nursery, they tj- 
miuiUEe over as in a very shameful manner, and 
fill 01^; imai^tiptiona with tales of terror, only to 
make us live in quiet subjection, and fancy that we 
CHI never be safe but by their protection. 

I have a mamma and two aunts, who have aB 
been formerly celebrated for wit and beauty, and 
are still g«ieraUy admired hy those that value 
themselves uprni their understanding, and love to 
talk of vice and virtue, nature and simplicity, and 
beauty and propriety ; hut if there Was not some 
iMpe oE meeting me, scarcely a creature would 
come near them that wears a fitshionable coat 
These ladies, Mr Rambler, have had me under 
tiinr govonment fifteen years and a half, and have 
all that dme been endeavouring to deceive me by 
such lepreaentatioDs of life as I now find not to be 
true ; bat I ^now not whethp I ought to impute 
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them to ^pioranoe or ihalice, as it ia posuble the 
world may be touch changed diice they mingled in 
general conTenation. 

Being ' desiraua that I should love books, they 
told me, that nothing but knowledge could make 
Hie an agreeable companion to men of sense, or 
qualify me to distingubh the superficial gHtt^ of 
vanity fhim the solid merit of undentanding; and 
dwt a habit of reading would enable me to SR tp 
the vacalties 1^ life without the help of silly or dan- 
g^iOus amusements, and preserve me &om tfae 
snares of idleness and the inroads of temptation. 

But their prindpat intention was to ntake me 
afraid of men ; in which they succeeded so weM for 
a time, that I durst not look in their faces, (h* be left 
alone with tiiem in a parlour ; for they made me 
fhncy, that no man ever spoke but to deceive, or 
looked but to allure ; ihat the girl who sufih^d him 
that had once squeezed her hand, to approach her 
a second time, was on the brink of ruin ; and that 
she who answered a billet, without cmisillting her 
relations, gave love such power over her, that she 
would catainly become either poor or in&mous.' 

From the time that my leading-strings were taketi 
off, I scarce heard any mention of my beauty but 
from the milliner, the mantua-maker, and my owii 
maid ; fyt my mamma n^ver said more, when she 
heard me commended, but " the girl is vety weH,'^ 
and then endeavoured to divert my attention by 
some inquiry after my needle, m* my book. 

It is now three months since 1 have been suffered 
to pay and receive visits, to dance at public as- 
semblies, to have a place kept for me in the boxes, 
and to play at Lady Rack^s rout ; and you may 
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MnlX i U Mgi ut «4ut I think of those who have so 
kng cbnted me with false expectations, disturbed 
me wMi Setitious terrors, and concealed from me 
tH that that I hive foand to make the happiness of 
woman. 

- I am flbfar finom perceiving the usefulness ox ne~ 
cei^cf 'boofc^ that if I had not dropped all pre- 
tensions to learning, I should have lost Mr Ih-ip^ 
ferlMni. I <stce ft^hted into anoth^ box, by retail- 
ing some of Dryden's remarks upon a tragedy; 
for Mr Trip dedMrcs. thst he hates notlnng like 
hard voids, and I am sure, there is not a better 
partner to be fbund ; his very walk is & dance. I 
have talked once or twice among ladies about prin^ 
ciples and ideas, but they put thrar &ns before thdr 
feces, and told me I was too wise for them, who for 
their part never pretended to read anything but 
the i^y-tMll, and then asked me the priee of my 
best head. 

Those vacandes of time which are to b& Wed up 
with books I have never yet obtained; for eonn- 
der» Mr Rambler, I go to bed late, and thov&re 
cannot rise early ; as soon as lam u^ I dress for 
the gardens ; then wtdk in the paric ; then always 
go to some sale or show, or entertliinmeiit at the 
Uttle theatre ; then muM be dressed for -diimer ; 
then must pay my vi^ts ; then walk in tiie pvk ; 
then hurry to the fday; and from tlwace to the 
card-table. This is tiie general course of tiie day, 
when there happens nothing extraordinary; but 
sometimes I ramble into the country, and come 
back again to a ball ; sometimes I am engaged &r 
a whole day and part of die night If, at amy 
tim^ I can gain en hour by not bdng at home, 1 
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•have BO many things to do. «o nuny ondmto gim 
io the milliner, so many alterations tormdrt in my 
dotbes, so many visitants* names to reid 0rcr> 8D 
many invitadons to accept or refiue. so.nwny eaidi 
to write, and so many fashions to consider^ tfaat-Z 
am lost in confusion, forced ii hut to let in.«*Di- 
fany or step into my chair, and leaTfl b^inya&m 
to the direction c^ my mudj . . 

This is the round o£ my day ; asd vAten shatt I 
ather stop my oourae, or-soobilDiga.itas towant* 
book? I suppose it cannot be imsigiiied, that any of 
these diversions will soon be at dn #Bd. There wiH 
always be gardens, and a park, and' aucticHiSt and 
shows, and playhouses, and cards ; visits will always 
be paid, and clothes always be wwn ; and how con 
I have time unem{doyed upon my bands ? 

But X am. most at a loss to guess for what purpose 
they related such tragic stcnies of the crusty, per- 
fidy, and artifices of men, who, if they evex were so 
mafidoos and 4eaKraetive> have certunly mw re- 
fimned* tteir manneis. I have no^ since my en- 
trancfr Inte the world* found one who does not 
profissa.ihhns^f ckwoted ta my servio^ -and ready 
to- live ocdie as I shall ^oqmund him. They an 
so far ftom inteading to hi»t me. that tbdr only 
centenltioD ist who shall be fdlowed mostclosdLy to 
atten^, : end. most fiiequently to ^"eat me ; when 
cUffemnt ^aoea of enterta^iment; oc schemes of 
pleasure are Baeati<Hwd, I can see the eye spaiicle 
^k1 the ehedks ^ow of him whose pivposab obtain 
my apiMobation ; be then leads me off in trium[^» 
adores my conddseemlm, and congcatuhites him- 
self that he has lived to tiie hour of felicily. 
Are these* ]^r Bambler, creatures to be feared? 
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Is it Ukely that an injury will be done me bjr those 
who can enjoy life only while I favour them with 
my preaenoe ? 

As little reason can I yet find to suspect them of 
Itratagems wid fraud. Wh«i I play at cards, they 
nerer take advantage of my mistakes, not exact 
ftom me a ng(»vus observation of the game. Mven 
Mr Shu£9e. a grave gentleman, who has daughter* 
older than myself, plays with me so negligently, 
that I am sometimes inclined to believe he loses his 
money, by design, and yet he is so fond of play, 
that he says, be will one day take me to his house 
in the country, that we may try by ourselves who 
can conquer. I have not yet {vomised him ; but 
when the town grows a Uttte empty, I shall think 
upon it, for I want some trtnketst like LeUtia's» to 
my watch. I do not doubt my luck, but must 
study some means of amusing my relations. 

Fen: all these distinctions I find myself inddoited to 
that beauty which I was neversuflferedto hearphused, 
and of whidi, therefore, I did opt before know the 
full value. The opnoealment was certainly an in- 
tentional fraud, for ngr ftHQts have eyes like other 
peoj^e, and I am evoy day told that nothing but 
UindoesB om escape ^ iiiSu«nee of, my charms* 
Their whde aocountiof th^ /world which they pre^ 
trod to know sa we}!, baa bem only one fiction en, 
tangled with another yai^ thmigb tbe.ini?deB of life 
oblige me to cwtume some i^peanui^» of respect 
I cannot^inklhat they, who have been so clearly 
deterted in ignoiance~or imposture; have any right 
to the eataiEnn, . ve«eratipn» or obedience of, ' j 

3ir, Your^ 

IKIiftAWA- 
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rfr#' Ml til »tiS»t 

MJm> itffvJM fi?iUtMTir. 

A<>t nrrti ia c}lA^f, 
Ai^ Tvnr & TMVI;, 

Vain the noblest birtb voald prove, 

Kor worth nv wit kvtil in love ; 

TU gold alone aucow iii b y giid 

Tbe venal kx ib bon^t uid sold. 

Acoure'd be he who first d'yore 

DiMOver'd the peraidoni ore! 

Tbis sets a bnbcr's heart OB 4(% 

And wma tbe mi apinit the aire : 

And vhatj alas ! is worae ibap all. 

To this the lover owes his ftS. p. Uwis. 

To the RAMBijFA: 

I AH the son of a gentlemui, whose ancestora^ 
for many ages, held the first rank in tbe country ; 
till at last one of them, too dcnrous of popuhu 
rity, set his house open, k^t a taUe covered wiA 
continual profusion, and distributed his beef and 
ale to snch as chose rather to life uptm tbe fdly of 
others, than their own labour, whfa such thought- 
less Hberality, that he left a third part of his estate 
mortgaged, Ifis sucGeasw, a man of ^iri^ scorned 
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to imptur his dignity by parsimonious rettencb- 
ments, or to admit, by a sale of his lands, any par- 
ticipation of ihe rights of hts manor ; he therefore 
made another mortgage to pay the interest of the 
forttier, and pleased himself with the refiectiori, 
Uiat Ms son would have the hereditary estate with- 
out the diminution of an acre. 

ITearlJr resembling this was the practice of my 
Tfise progenitors for many ages. Every man boasted 
the antiquity of his femily, resolved to support the 
dignity of his tnrth, and lived in splendour and 
plenty at the expence of his heir, who, sometimes 
by a wealthy marriage, and sometimes by lucky le- 
gacies, discharged part of the incumbrances, and 
thought himself entitled to contract new debts, 
and to leave to his children the same inheritance 
of (.mbarrassment and distress. 

Thus the estate perpetually decayed ; the woods 
were felled by one, the park ploughed by another, 
the fishery let to farmers by a third ; at last the old 
hall was pulled down to spare the cost of reparation, 
and part of the materials sold to build a small house 
wi^ the rest. We wiere now opeftJy degraded from 
our original rank, and my father's brother was all 
lowed with less reluctance to serve an apprentice^ 
ship, though we never reconciled ouraelves heartily 
to the sound of haberdasher, but always talked of 
warehouses and a merchant, and when th4 wind 
happened to blow loud, affected to pity the hazards 
of commerce, and to sympathize with the solici- 
tude of my poor uncle, who bad the true retailer's. 
terror of adventure, and never exposed himself or. 
bis property to any wider water thm the Thames. 

4 
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In time, howerer, 1^ continual prc^t and small 
expences, he grew ridi, and \iegaia to turn his 
thoughts towards rank. He hung the arms of 
the family over his parlour-chimney ; pointed at a 
chariot decorated only with a cypher ; became of 
opinion that money oould not make a gentleman ; 
resented the petulance of upstarts; told-stories pf 
Alderman FuflTs grandfather the porter ; wondered 
that there was no better method fbr regulating pr& 
cedence; wished for some dress- peculiar to men 
of feshion ; and when his servant presented a letter, 
always inquired whether it came from his brotbo: 
the esquire. 

My father was careful to send him game by 
every carrier, which, though the conveyance often 
cost mtxe than the value, was well received, be- 
cause it gave him an opportunity of calling his 
friends together, descrilnng the beauty of his bro- 
ther's seat, and lamenting his own folly, whom no 
remonstrances could withhold from polluting bis 
fingers with a shop4x)ok. 

The littie jH'eseBts which we sent were always re- 
turned with ^«at muni6cence. He was desirous of 
being the second founder of his fomily, and could 
not bear t^iat w^. should be any longer outshone by 
those whom we considered a» climbera upon our 
^uins, «i^d usurpers c^ pur fortune. He ftimisbed 
our house with all the elegance of fashioaaUe ex- 
pence, eqd was careful to conceal bis bounties, lest 
the poverty of bis^famUy should be su^)ected. 

At length it happened that; by misconduct like 
our own, a large estate which had been parchased 
from UB, was ^gain e^o^ to the best bidder. My 
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UDck, dc4igbt«d w^ an opportunity <^ reiiutating 
the fanuly in thw potwssiotu, came down with ti«»> 
turM tearcely to be inagined in a ^oe where ooro- 
nieroe has not made lai^ sums fiuniiiar, and at 
MMe drove all the competitora away, expedited the 
wfitiags, and took ppssasnon. He now considered 
Idasdf as superior to trade, disposed of his $tock, 
andas soon as be had setUed his economy, b^an to 
diow his Tuv^ soTewignty, by breakuig the hedges 
of bis tenants hi htmtAng, and seizing the guns or 
n«t« of thoie whose fortunes did not qualify them 
for sptHtsnaen. He soon afto-wards solicited the of- 
fice of sheriff, irom which all bis neighbours w«re 
^ad to be repricred, but which be regarded as a 
resuiDpticm of enoestral claims, and a kind of re* 
stcwatien to blood after tbe attamder of a trade. 

My uDcle, whose mind was so filled with Hm 
diange of his omdition, that he found no want of 
domntic entertainment, declued blnself too cM 
to marry, and reserved to let the newly-fiurchaaed 
estate fall into the regular channel of inberitamA 
I was dierefore oonsM««d et heir ^parent, and 
Courted with offidousneas and caresses, by the gen- 
timien who bad hitherto coldtj' allowed m& that 
rank which they could not naAise, depvessed mt 
with studied neglect, and Initated me with aUiU>- 
guous insults. 

I fi^t not much pleasure fnm die idvilities fer 
which I knew myself indebted to my uncle's in- 
dustry, till, by one of the invitatitms which every 
day now thought me« I was indaced to spend a 
week with Ludua, whose dauber Flavitla I had 
often seen and admired like other*, without an^ 
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thought of Bear» a^xnwhci. The inequnl^jr 
whioh had hitherto l^ept me at » distance b^ing now 
levelled* I was leeeiTed wUb crefy evidence oi 
respetd ; Lumus told me the fortiioe whiefa be in- 
tended for his favourite dai^htv, many odd aofi- 
denta obliged us to be (dten togetfa« without eoo^ 
pony, and I soon began to find that tbejr mm 
^Hvadlng for me the nets of matrimoujr. 

Flavillft was all sttftness uid oomidAisance; I, 
wbo had been exduded by a jaarrow fortune from 
mudi acquaintutce with the woikU and never bem 
honoured befwe with the Botioe of to fine a lady, 
was earily enamoured. Lucius either pcrouved my 
passim, or Flavilla betrayed it; oare was taktu, 
that our private meetings should be. less frequent, 
and my cbarma ccMifessed hy her eyes how much 
paui she soSered from oorretiraint. I renewed my 
viat upon every pnteaoe, but was not allowed one 
interview without witness ; at last I dedaxed my 
pas«(Mi to Lueiua, who recnved me as a lover 
worthy of his daughtra*, and told me that nothing 
was wanting to his cooscntv but that my unde 
should seUle Uta estate uptm me. I olge^ed the 
JBdeoeocy of encroaching <hi Ius life, and the dui- 
gcr of iwovoking faim by such an unseasonable de- 
mand. Lu<au8 seemed not to think decency <^ 
much importance, but admitted the danger of dis* 
|4eaHng, and concluded that as he was now old and 
sickly, we mighty without any inconvenience, wait 
forldakleiUAi. 

With Uiis resoIuti(»i I was better contoiied, as 
it procured nie the. company of Flavilla, in whidi 
the. days passed away amidst continual rapture; 
8 
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bat in time I began to be ashamed^ of ntting idle, 
io expectttti(»i of growing rich by tihe death of my 
benefiu^w* and proposed to Ludus many sdiemes 
of rainng my own fortune by such as^tance as I 
knew my unde wilUng to ^ve me. Ludus, afraid 
list I should diange my a£fection in absence, di- 
verted me from my design by dissuasires to whidi 
my passion easily listoied. At last my unde died, 
and OMisidenng himsdf as neglected by me, from 
tbe time that FlaviUa took possession of my heart, 
left bis estate to my younger brother, who was al- 
ways hoveling about his bed, and relating stories 
c^ my pranks and extravagance, my contempt of 
the commerdal dialect, and my impatience to be 
selling stock. 

My condition was soon known,* and I was no 
longer admitted by the father of Flavilla. I re- 
peated the protestations of regard, which had been 
formeriy returned with so much ardour, in a letter 
which she received privately, but returned by her 
&ther's footman. Contempt has driven out my 
love, and I am content to have purchased, 1^ the 
loss of fortune, an escape from, a harpy, who has 
joined the artifices of age to the allurements of 
youth. I am now going to pursue my fnmer pro- 
jects with a legacy which my uncle bequeathed 
me, and if I succeed, shall expect to hear of the re- 
pentance of FlaviUa. 

I am. Sir, yours, &;c. 

CONSTANTIUS. 
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LoMdtM amort tvmei ? sunt ceria ptacuia juq; te ... 

Ttr pure Uctopoterunt reereare Klteifo.^— ho«. 

Or art thou vain P boofci ji^ a ctftftifi ipell 
, , To stop thf tumour ; you fholl cease to swall 

When you have read them thrice, and studied welL^— cMEtm. 

WbatetekIs universally deairad, ^iH^be <«oqgifi> 
by Indiistty and artifice, by merit Mtdciftniea,' b^' 
aeani good and bad, rational and ^nrd, aoMrdipg' 
to the prevalence of virtue ot vioe, of msdom at 
folly. 9°n)e will always mistake the d^reetrf'tfaeir 
own desert, and some will desire that othen may 
mistake it. The cunning will have recourse to 
stratagem, and the powerful to violoice, for the 
attainment of their wishes ; stmie will stoop to theft; 
and othos venture upon plunder. 

Pnuse is so pteasing to the miikl of man, Uiat it - 
is, the original motive ^ ^most all our actions. 
Tbs desire of doKvnendation, as of every thing ebe^ 
is tvaried/indeed by inmunend^e differences of teia> 
pfHT, fippwji^i- am^ knowledge ; some have no liigiier 
iidf^ltlmi.^ ^^f^^seof a club; some expect 
t^^8C^iP9tfoD8;of'a.«QUQty; and some have hoped 
to fill. theimwUis ef oU^essrad nations with their 
names. £very man pants for the highest eminence 
within his view; none, however mean, ever sinks 
below>^ hope of being distinguished by bis fellow- 
beings, and very few have by magnanimity or piety 
been so rused above it, as to act wholly without 
regard to censure or opinion. 

VOL. VI. X 
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To be praised, therefore, every man resulves ; 
but resolutions will not execute themselves. That 
which all think too parsimoniously distributed to 
tbdr own daims, they will not gratuitously squan- 
der upon others, and some expedient must be tried, 
by which praise may be gained before it can be en- 
joyed. 

Among the innumerable bidders for praise, some 
are willing to purchase at the highest rate, and offer 
ease and health, fortune and life. Yet even of these 
only a small part have guned what they so earnestly 
desired ; the student wastes away in meditation, 
and the soldier perishes on the ramparts, but unless 
some accidental advantage co-operates with merits 
neither perseverance nor adventure attract atten- 
tion, and learning and bravery sink into the grave, 
without honour or remembrance. 

But amlntion and vanity generally expect to* be 
gratified on easier terms. It has be«i long observed, 
that what is procured by skill or labour to the first 
possessor, may be afterwards transferred for money ; 
and that the man of wealth may partake all the ac- 
qui^tions of courage without hazard, and all the 
products of industry without &tigue. It was easily 
diacovered, that riches would obtain praise among 
other Gonveniencies, and that he whose pride was 
unluckily assodated with laziness, ignorance, or 
cowardice, needed only to pay the hire of a panegy- 
rist, and he might be regaled with periodical eulo- 
gies ; might determine, at leisure, what virtue or 
sdence he would be pleased to appropriate, and be 
lulled in the evening with soothing soenades, or 
waked in the morning by sprightly gratulations. 
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Tbe happiness whidi mortab receive from the 
celebrnticm of bmeficence which never relieved, 
doquence wluch never persuaded, or elegance 
which never pleased* ought not to he envied or 
diaturbed, when tbey are known honestly to pay for 
their entertainment But there are unmerciful 
elEactors of adulation, who withhold the wages <^ 
venality ; retain tbeii encomiast from year to year 
by geno^ promises and amtnguous blandishments ; 
and when he has run through the whole compan 
of flattery, dismiss him with contempt, because bis 
van of ficti<Hi is exhausted. 

A continual feast of commendation is <x)ly to be 
obtained by mwit or by wealth ; many are therefive 
obliged to content themselves with single morsds, 
and recompense the infrequency of thor enjoymoit 
by excess and riot, whenever fortune sets Uie ban- 
quet before them. Hunger is nevn* delicate ; they 
who are^seldom gorged to the full with praise^ may 
be safely fed with gross oomplimenta ; for tbe ap- 
petite must be satisfied before it is disgusted. 

It is easy to find tiie moment at which vanity is 
eager for sustenance, and ^l that impudence or 
servility can <^r will be well received. When any 
one complains of the want of what be is known to 
possess in an uncommon degree, be certainly wuts 
with impatience to be contradicted. When the trader 
pretends aniciety about the pigment of bis hills, or 
the beauty remarks how frightfully she looks, then 
is the lucky moment to talk of riches or of charms, 
of the death of lovers; 'or the honour of a merchant. 

Others there are yet more open and artless, who^ 
instead of subovning a flatterer, are content to 

■Diflitizec by Google 



308 THB BABfBLEB. Ko. 198. 

supply his place, and, as some animals impregnate 
tiiemselve^ swell with the praises which they bear 
from their own tongues. JRecte u dicitur laudttre 
se$e, cut nemo aUus amtigit laudator. " It is right," 
says Erasmus. " that he, whom no me dse will 
" commend, should bestow commendatitms on him- 
" self." Of all the sons of vanity, these are surely 
the h^>piest and greatest ; for what is greatness or 
happiness but independence on external infiuences^ 
exemption from hope or fear, and Uie power of 
supplying every want from the common stores of 
nature, which can neither be exhausted nor {»o- 
hibited ? Such is the wise man of the stoics ; such 
is the divinity of the epicureans ; and such is the 
flatterer of himself. Every other enjoyment melioe 
may destroy; every other panegyric envy may 
withhold ; but no human power can deprive the 
boaster of bis own enoomiums. Infamy may hiss, 
or contempt may growl, the hirelings of the great 
may follow fortune and the votaries of truth may 
attend on virtue ; but his pleasures still remain the 
same ; he can always listen with rapture to himself, 
and leave those wbo dare not repose upon their own 
attestation, to be elated or depressed by chance, and 
toil on in the hopeless task of fixing caprice, aoA 
profHtiating malice. 

This art of happiness has been long practised by 
periodical writers, with Kttle apparent violation of 
deooKj. When we think our excellences over- 
looked by the wcffld, or desire to recall the attention 
of the public to some pardcultr performance, we 
ut down with great composure and write a letter to 
ourselves. . The oorr^pondent, whose character we 



5c by Google 



Na 19S- THE BAHBLEE. 309 

assume, always addresses us with the deference due 
to a superior intelligence ; proposes his doubts with 
a proper sense of his own inability ; offers an objec- 
tion with trembling diffidence ; and at last has no 
other pretensions to our notice than his profundity 
of respect, and sincerity of admiration, his submis- 
sion to our dictates, and zeal for our success. To 
such a reader, it is impossible to refuse regard, nor 
can it easily be ima^ned with how much alacrity we 
snatch up the pen which indignation or despiur had 
condemned to inactivity, when we find such can- 
dour and judgment yet remaining in the world- 

A letter of this kind I had lately the honour of 
perusing, in which> though some of the periods 
were n^ligently closed, and some expresuons of 
&miliarity were used, which I thought might teach 
others to address me with too little 'reverence, I 
was so much delighted with the passages in which 
mention was made of umvcxsal learning— un- 
bounded genius— soul of Homer, Fythagoffas, uid 
I^ato— solidity of thought — accuracy of distinc- 
tion—elegance of combination— vigour of fancy- 
strength of reason— 4nd regularity of composition, 
— that I bad once determined to lay it before the 
public. Three times I sent it to- tiie printer, and 
three times I fetched it back. My modesty was on 
the point of yielding, when reflecting that I was 
about to waste panegyrics ou myself which might 
be more profitaUy reserved for my patron, I locked 
it up for a better hour, in compliance with the far- 
mer's prindple, who never eats at home what he 
ean carry to the market. 
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m juBoi atea, btiit et harts 
BuBatui, parvoqut cadem qwUitarmafriliUo. i jpt. 

If gtming does an iged die cntioe. 

Then iDf young maiter swiiUj Uanu the Tiee, 

And duJua in lunging ileeTeG the little box tnd diee. 

1. PBYVBN, JOB- 



To the RAMBLER. 

8IB, 

That vanity vfaich keeps every man imprntant in 
bis own eye«, inclines me to beUeve that nnther 
you nor your leaders have yet fiwgotten the i^me 
of Eumatbes. who soit you a few months ^o an 
account of bis arrival at London, with a young 
nobleman bis pupil. I shall therefore continue my 
narrative without preface or recapitulation. 

My pupil, in a very short time, by his mother's 
countenance and direction, accomplished himself 
with all those quatifications wbidi constitute puerile 
politeness. He became in a few days a perfect mas- 
ts' of his hat, which with a careleu nicety he could 
put off or on, without any need to adjust it by a 
second motion. This was not attained but t^ fre> 
quent ooruultations with his dancing-master, and 
constant pnutioe before the glass, for he had some 
nutic halnts to overcome ; but, what will not time 
and industry perform ? A fortnight more fiumisbed 
him with aU the airs and forms of iamiliar and re- 
spectful salutation* from ihe dap on the shouldo* 
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to the humble bow ; he practises the stare of strange- 
DesB, and the smile of condesccDsion, the solemni^ 
of promise, and the gradousness of encouragement, 
as if he had been nursed at a levee ; and pronounces, 
with no less propriety thui bis &ther, the mono- 
syllaUes of coldness, and sonorous periods of rcr 
spectful profession. 

He immediatelf l<»t the reserve .and timidity 
which solitude and study are apt to impress upon 
the most courtly genius ; was able to enter a 
crowded room witii airy civility ; to meet the glances 
of a hundred ^es without perturbation ; and ad- 
dress those whom be nevw saw before with ease 
and confidence. In less than a month his mother 
dedared her satisfaction at bis proficiency by a tri- 
umphant observation, that she believed nothing 
•aovM make him blush. 

The silence with which I was contented to hear 
my pupil's praises,* gave the lady reason to suspe<^ 
me not much delighted with his acquisitions ; but 
she attributed my discontent to the diminution of 
my influence and my fears of losing the patronage 
of the family ; and though she thinks &vourably 
of my learning and morals, she considers me as 
wholly unacquainted with the customs of the pcdite 
part of mankind ; and therefore not qualified to 
form the manners of a young nobleman, or com- 
municate the knowledge of tl^ world. This know- 
ledge she comprises in the rules of visiting, the 
history of the present hour, an early intelligence of 
the change of fashions, an exten^ve acquaintance 
with the names and faces of persons of rank, and a 
frequent appearance in places of reswt. 
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All this my pupi) pursues with great appUcation. 
He is twice a (ky in the Mall, where he studies the 
dress of every man splendid enough to attract his 
notioe, and never ctxnes home without some obser- 
vation upon sleeves, button-boles, and embroidery. 
At his return from the theatre, he can give an ac- 
count of thegallantries, glances. whispCTS, smiles, 
ngbs, flirts, aod blushes of every box, bo much to 
his mother's satisfaction, that when I attempted to 
resume my character, by inquiring his opinion of 
the sentiments and diction of the tragedy, she at 
once repressed my criticism, by telling me, " that 
she hoped he did not go to lose his time in attend- 
ing to the creatures on the stage." 

But his acuteness was m(»t eminently signalized 
at the masquerade, where he discovered bis ac- 
quEuntance through their disguises, with such won-, 
derful facility, as has afforded the &mily an in- 
exhaustible topic of conversation. Sveiy new 
visitor is informed how one was detected by his 
gait, and another by the swing of bis arms, a 
third by the toss of his head, and another by his 
ftvourite phrase ; nor can you doubt but these per. 
formanoes receive their just applause, and a genius 
thus hastening to maturity is promoted by every 
art of cultivation. 

Such have been his endeavours, and such his as- 
sistances, tiiat every trace of literature was soon 
obliterated. He has dianged his language with his 
dress, and instead of endeavouring at purity orpnK 
priety, has no other care tiian to catch the reigning 
phrase and current exclamation, till, by copying 
whatever is peculiar in the talk of all those' whose 
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Inrth or fortune entitles them to imitation, he has 
' collected every fashionable barbarism of the present 
winter, and speaks a dialect not to be undentood 
among those who fonn their style by poring upon 
authors. 

To this copiousness of ideas, and felicity of 
language, he has joined such eagerness to lead the 
conversation, that be is celebrated among the ladies 
as the prettiest gentleman that the age can boast < 
of, except that some who love to talk themselves, 
think him too forward, and oUiers lament that; with 
so mudi wit and knowledge, he is not taller. 

His mother listens to bis observations with her 
-c^es sparkling and her heart beating, -and can 
scarcdly contain, in the most num«ous assemblies, 
the expectations which she has formed for his future 
eminence. Women, by whatever &te, always judge 
absurdly of the inteUects of boys. The vivadty and 
confidence which attract female admiration, are 
seldom produced in the early part of life, but 1^ 
igncNrance at least, if not by stupidity ; for they pro- 
ceed not from confidence cf right, but fearlessness 
of wrong. Whoever has a clear api»ehaisi(»i, must 
have quick sensilnlity, and where be has no suffi- 
dent reason to trust his own judgment, will proceed 
with doubt and caution, because he perpetually 
dreads the disgrace of enor. The pain of miscar- 
riage is naturally proporti<Hiate to the desire of ex> 
cdlence ; and, therefore, till men are hardened by 
long fiuniliarity with reproach, or have attained, .by 
frequent struggle^ the art of suppresring Uieir 
emotions, diffidence is found the inseparable asso* 
date of understanding. 
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But SO Ihtle distrust has my pupil of his own alu- 
lities, that he bas for some time professed himself a 
wit, and tortures bis imagination on all occasions for 
buriesque and jocularity. How be supports a cha- 
racter which, perhaps, no man ever assumed without 
zepmtance, may be easily conjectured. Wit, you 
know, is the unexpected copulation of ideas, the 
discovery of some occult relation between images 
in appearance remote from each other ; an e£Eusioii 
of wit, therefore, presupposes an accumulation of 
knowledge ; a memory stored with notions, which 
the imagination may cull out to compose new 
assemUages. Whatever ma^ be the native vigour 
of the mind, she can never form many combinations 
from few ideas, as many changes can never be rung 
upon a few bells. Acddent may indeed sometimes 
produce a lucky parallel or a striking contrast ; but 
these gifts of diance are not frequent, uid he that 
has nothing of his own, and yet condemns himself 
to needless expences, must live upon loans or thefl. 

The indulgence which his youth bas hitherto ob- 
tuned, and the respect which his rank secures, have 
hitherto supplied the want of intellectual qualifica- 
tioi» ; and he imaj^es that all admire who applaud, 
and that all who laugh are pleased. He therefore 
returns every day to the charge with increase of 
courage, though not of strength, and practises all 
the tricks l^ which wit is counterfdted. He lays 
tnnns for a quibble ; he contrives Uunders for his 
footman ; be adapts old stories to present charac- 
ters ; he mistakes the question, that he may return 
a smart answer -, he anticipates the argument, that 
he may plausibly object ; when he has nothing to 
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reply, he repeats the ' last words of his antagonist 
then says, ** your bumble servant" and concludes 
with, a laugh of triumph. 

These mistakes I have honestly attempted to cw- 
rect ; but what can be expected from reason un- 
supported by fashion; splendour, or authority ? He 
hears me, indeed, or appears to hear me, but is 
soon rescued from the lecture by more pleasing 
avocations ; and shows, diversions, and caresses, 
drive my precepts from his remembranoe. 

He at last ima|^nes himself qualified to enter the 
wwld, and has met with adventures in his first sally, 
which I shall, by your paper, communicate to the 
paUic. 

I am, &EC. 

EUUATHEa. 
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»~ " Xetcil «7Ho rudit 
Hterert in gt nt s ut pmtr, 
Vfnari^m timet i Uidtre Jeefior 
. Seit Cfraeajubeat tne\a, 
Seu malit vetita Ugibiu oka.mi ho>. 

NOr htowi our yoaili, of nobkM noe* 
To mmiDt Ui6 Tnimg'i^ iteedj v vitfi tb^ <dkAce % 

More. «kiu'd in the meaa arta of vice. 
The whirling tro^oe, at hw-feriraddeii dioet— fbancis. 



To ihe RAMBLER. 

SIS, 

Favodai of every kind are doubled when tbey are 
speedily conferred. TJiis is particularly true of 
the gratification of curiosity ; He that long delays 
a story, and suffers his auditor to tomiefit himself 
intfa expectatiim, will seldom he able to recompense 
the uneasiness, or equal the hope which he suffers 
to be raised. 

For this reascm, I hare already sent you the oixa- 
tinuation of my pupil's history, which, though it 
contains no events very uncommon, may be of use 
to young men who are in too much baste to trust 
their own [nrudenc^ and quit die wing of protecticui 
befiwe they are aUe to shift for themselves. 

When be first settled in London, he was so much 
bewildered in the enormous extent of the town, so 
ecMifiwnded by incessant noise, and crowds, and 
huiry, and so terrified by rural narratives of the arts 
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of sharpen, the rudeneu of the populace, malignity 
of pnten. and treadieiy o£ coadimffli, tha( be was 
afraid to go beyond the door without an attmdant* 
and imagined his life in danger if he was obliged to 
pass the streets at night in any Tehicle but his mo< 
tfaer's chair. 

He was therefore contented, for a time, tiiat I 
should aooompanyhim in all his excursions. But 
luB fear abated as he grew more familiar with its 
objects ; and the contempt to which his rustidty 
exposed him from such of his companions as had 
acradoitaUy known the town longer, obli^ him 
to dissemhie his remaining terrors. 

His desire of liberty made him now willing to 
spare me the trouble of observing his motions ; but 
knowing how much his ignorance exposed him to 
mischi^, I thought it cruel to abandon him to the 
fortune of the town. We went together ev»y day 
to a cofibe-house, where he met wits, heirs, and 
fops, airy, ignorant, and thoughtless as himself, with 
whom he had become acquainted at card-tables, and 
whom he consider^ as the only being to be envied 
or admired. What were their to|nc8 of conversa- 
tion, I coidd never discover ; for, so much was their 
vivacity repressed by my intrusive seriousness, that 
they seldom proceeded beyond the exchange of 
Dods and shrugs, an arch grin, or a broken bin^ 
except when they could retire, while I was looking 
on the papys, to a comer of the room, whave they 
seemed, to disburden their imaginations, and com- 
monly vented the superfluity of their sprightliness 
in a peal of laughter. When they had tittered 
themselves into negligence, I could sometimes 
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ovaifow a §ew ByllaUes* sodi a^r— ■olemn rascal ; 
— Madeinical aiis; — smoke the tutor; cempany 
foe gentlemen ! and otber broken pfanuea, hy 
which I did not suffer my quiet to be disturbed, 
for tbey never proceeded to avowed indignities, 
but contented themselves to murmur in secret, and, 
whenever I turned my ^e upon them, shrunk 
into stilfaiess. 

He Was, however, desirous of withdrawing from 
the subjection which he could not venture to break, 
and made a secret appointment to assist his com- 
panions in the persecution of a play. His footman 
privately procured him a catcall, on which he prac- 
tised n a back-garret fot two hours in Uie after- 
noon. At the propor time a chmr was called ; he 
pretended an engagement at Lady Flutter's, and 
hastened to the jpiace where hia critical associates 
had assembled. Tliey burned away to the theatre, 
full of malignity and denunciations against a man 
whose name they had never heard, and a perform- 
ance which they could not understand; for they 
were resolved to judge for themselves, and would 
not sufiferthe town tobe imposed upon l^ scribblers. 
In the pit, tbey exerted themadves with great spirit 
and vivaci^ ; called out for the tunes of obscene 
scHigs, talked loudly at intervals of Shakespeare and 
Jonson, played on thdr catcalls a abort prelude of 
terror, clamoured vehemently for the proline, 
and ckpped with great dexterity at tjie first en- 
trance <^.the players. 

Two scenes they heard without attempting int^- 
ruption ; but, being no longer able to restrain their 
impatience, they then began to exert themseWes in 
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groeDs and hisses, and plied thor eatcalls with in- 
cessant diligence; so that they were soon oonm- 
dered hy the audience as disturbors oi the house ; 
and some who sat near them, either provoked at 
the obstructim of thdr entertainment, or desirous 
to preserve the author from the mortifica^n of 
seeing bis hopes destroyed by children, snatched 
away their instruments of cxitidsm, and. by the 
seasonable vibration of a stick, subdlied tbem in- 
stantaneously to decency and silence. 

To exhilarate themselves after this vexatious de- 
feat, they posted to a tavern, where they recovered 
their alacrity, and^ after two hours of obstreperous 
jollity, burst out big with enterpiize, and panting 
for some occasion to signalize their prowess. They 
proceeded vigorously through two streets, and with 
very litde opposition dispersed a rabble of drunk- 
ards less daring than themselves, thai ToUsd two 
watchmen in tiie komel, and broke the windows of 
a tavern in which the fugitives took shelter. At 
last it was determined to march up to a row of 
chairs, and demolish them for standing on the pave- 
ment ; the chairmen formed a line of batti^ and 
blows were exeh8nge4 foe a time with equal courage 
on both sides. At last the assailants woe over- 
powered, and the chairmen, when they knew their 
captives, iH'ought them home by force. 

The young gentleman, next morning, hung is 
bead, and was so much ashamed of bis outrages and 
defeat, that ^rhaps he might have been checked 
in bis 6r$t follies, had not his mother, partly in pity 
of jliis dejection, and partly in approbation of his 
spirit, relieved lum from his po^lexity by paying 
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the damages privately, and discoura^g all ani-^ 
madveniDn and reproof. 

This indulgence could not wholly preserre him 
from the remembrance of hit disgrace, nor at once 
KstMe his confid^ice and elation. He was fi» three 
days silent^ modest, and compliant, and thought 
himself nrither too wise for instruction, nor too 
manly for restraint But bis levity overcame this 
salutary sorroifr ; he begui to talk with his ftamer 
raptures of masquerades, . taverns, and frolics ; 
Mustered when bis wig was not combed with exact- 
ness ; and threatened destruction to a tailor who. 
had mistaken his directions about the pocket 

I. knew that he was now rising again above con* 
troul, and that his inflation of spirits would burst 
out into some misdiievous absurdity. I therefore 
watched him with great attention ; but aae evenings 
having attmded his mother at a visit, he withdrew 
lumsel^ unsuspected, while the company was &a- 
gaged at cdrds. His vivacity and <^(uou8ness were 
soon missed, and his return impatiently expected ; 
supper was delayed, and conversation suspended; 
every coach that rattled through the street was ex- 
pected to bring him, and evoy servant that entered 
the room was examined concerning bis departure. 
At last the lady returned home, and was with great 
difficulty preserved from fits by spirits and cordials. 
The family was dispatched a thousand ways without 
success, and the house was filled with 'distractioa, 
till, as we were deliberating what further measures 
to take, he returned finm a petty gaming table, with 
bis coat torn and his head broken; without ^is 
sword, snuff-box, sleeve-buttons, and watch. 
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Of this loss or robbeiy, he gave little account ; 
but, instead of sinking into his former shame, en- 
deavoured to 8upp(Ht himself by. surliness aud aspe- 
rity. " He was not the first that had played away a 
" few trifles, and of what use were birth and for- 
" tune if they would not admit some sallies and 
" expences ?" His mamma was so much provoked 
by the cost of this prank, that she would neither 
jHdliate nor conceal it ; and his father, after some 
threats of rustication which his fondness would not 
8u£fer him to execute, reduced the allowance of 
his pocket, that he might not be tempted by plenty 
to profusion. This method would have succeeded 
in a place where there are no panders to folly and' 
extravagance, but was now likely to have produced 
pernicious consequences ; for we have discovered' 
a treaty with a broker, whose daughter he seems' 
disposed to marry, aa condition that be shall be: 
supplied with present money, for whidi he is to 
repay thrice the yalue at the death of his father. 

There was now no lime to be lost A domestic 
consultation was immediately held, and he was. 
doomed to pass two years in the countiy ; but his 
mother, touched with his tears, declared, that she- 
thought him too much of a man to be any loi^;er 
confined to his book, and he therefore b^ns his' 
travels IfMUMrow under a French governor. 
I am, &c. 

EtJHATHESv 
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The blewinge flowing in with life's fiill tide, 

IXnra wiA onr efab of life dccKindng glHf ■-fEAwcii. 

lUzTBs, in tbe nemrtiTe cf h» own ^> has cDih 
ttKmted KVenl opinions, which, though he thought 
tb«n eridoit and ineosteeteUe at his finfc-entrance 
into the worM, time and experieaMS disposed him 
to cbanga 

Whoerer reviews the state of his own mind from 
tbe dawn of muihood to its decline* and eonftideis 
what he pivtued or dreaded, slighted ot esteemed, 
at dUferent pmods of hte age, wiU have no reason 
to iixiagine aueh changes of seatiment peculiar to 
any stntion or character. Every man, however 
QWeless Mid inattentive, has conviction forced upon 
Iwtt ; the lectures of time obtrude themselves upon 
tbe most unwilling or ^sdpated auditw ; and, by 
mmparing our past with our present thoughts, we 
perceive that we luive changed our minds, though 
perhaps we cannot diseover when ttie altetatioa 
happened, or by what causes it was produced. 

This revolution of sentiments occasions a perpe. 
tual ecmtest between the old and young. They who 
imagine themselves entitled to veneration by the 
prerogative of longer life, are indined to treat the 
notions of those whose conduct they superintend 
wiUi superciliousness and contempt fw want of 
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conndoing that the futufc and tlie past have dif- 
ferent appearances ; that the disproportion will al- 
ways be great between expectation and enjoyment, 
between new posieauiin and satiety-, that the trath 
of many maxims of age gives too little pleasure to 
be allowed till it is felt; and that the miseries of 
life would be kicreased beyond all human power of 
endwrance, if we were to enter the world with the 
same opinions as we carry from it. 

We naturally indulge those ideas that please us. 
Hope will predominate in every mind, till it liai 
been suppressed by frequHit dlsappomtmeiits. The 
youth has not y^ discovered how many evils are 
eontinuaHy hovering about hs, and wh»i he is set 
fi«e from the sbac^es of discipline, looks abroad 
into the world with rspture ; he sees an elj^ian re- 
gion opcffi before him, so variegated with beauty, 
and so stored with pleasure, that his care is rather to 
accumalate good, than to shun evil ; he stands dis^ 
tracted fay different finms of delight, and has no 
other doubt, thui which path to follow of those 
which all lead equally to the bowers of happiness. 

He who has seen only the superfides of life be» 
lieves every thing to he what it appears, and rardy 
aiupects that external splendour concetds any latent 
sorrow or vexation. He never imagines that there 
may be greatness without safety, affluence without 
content, joHity without fiiendship, and solitude 
without peace. He fuides himself permitted tooaU 
the blessings of every condition, and to leave its in- 
oonveniendn to the idle and the ignorant. He is 
indined to believe no man miserable but by his own 
ihult, and seldom looks with muc^ pity upon Ml- 
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iDgsor mlsotrriages, bewuse he thinks them will- 
ingly admitted, or negligently incurred. ; 
It is impossiUe, without pity and contempt, to 
bear a youth of generous jBentiinents and warm 
intonation, declaring, in the moment of open- 
ness and -confidence, his designs and expectations; 
because long life is possible; he considers it as cer- 
tain, and therefore promises himself all the cbaoges 
of happiness, and provides gratifications for every 
desire. He is, for a time, to give himself wholly 
to frolic and diversion, to range the world in 
search of pleasure, to delight every eye, to gain 
eT«y heart, and to be celebrated equally for his 
pleasing levities and solid attainments, his deep re- 
flections and his sparkling repartees. He then 
elevates bis views to nobler enjoyments, and finds 
all the scattered excellendes of the female world 
united in a woman, who prefers his addresses to 
wealth and titles; he is afterwards to engage in 
business, to dissipate difficulty, and overpower, op- 
praition : to climb, by the mere force of merit, to 
fame and greatness ; and reward all those who 
' countenanced his rise, or piud due regard to his 
early excellence. At last he will retire in peace uid 
honour ; contract his views to domestic pleasures ; 
form the manners' of children like himself; ob> 
serve bow every year expands the beauty of bif 
daughters, and how his sons catch ardour from 
tbeir father's history ; he will give laws to the neigh- 
bouihood ; dictate axioms to posterity; and leave 
the world an example of wisdom and of happiness, 
r With hopes like these, he sallies jocund into 
116^; tp tittle purpose is be told, that the condition 
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<^ humanity- admits do pure - and unmingled bap- 
piness ; that the exuboant gaiety of youth ends in 
poverty or disease ; that unoommon qualifications 
and contrarieties of excellence, produce envy. 
equally with applause; that, whatever admiration' 
and fondness may promise him, he must marry 
a wife like -the wives of others, with some vir- 
tues and some faults, and be as often disgusted 
by her vices, as delighted by her eliegance ; that 
if be adventures into the circle of action, he 
must expect to encounter men as artful, as daring, 
as resolute as himself; that of his children, some 
may be deformed, and others vicious ; some may 
disgrace him by their follies, some offend him 
I^ their insolence, and some exhaust him by their 
profusion.. Be hears all this with obstinate incre- 
dulity, and wonders by what malignity old age is 
influenced, that it cannot forbear to fill his ears with 
predictions of misery; 

Among other pleasing errcH's of young minds, 
is the opinion of their own importance. He that has 
not yet remarked, how little attention his contem- 
poraries can spare from their own afi^airs, conceives 
all ^es turned upon himself, and imagines every 
one that approaches him to be an enemy or a fol- 
lower, an admirer or a spy. He therefore considers 
his fame as involved in the event of every action. 
Many of the virtues and vices of youfh proceed 
from this quick sense of reputation. Tbisit is that 
gives firmness and constancy, fidelity and disinter- 
estedness, and it is this that kindles resentment for 
slight injuries, and dictates all the principles of 
sanguinary honour. 
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S^t as time brings him fonraid into t^ irarl4«, 
be soon discDircrs that he only Aues fame w Mr- 
pcoacfa with innumnable partners ; that be is left 
unmarked iu the obscurity of tbe erowd ; and that 
what he does, whether good ot bad, soon gives way 
to new olgects of r^srd. He then eauly sets biu. 
self ftee from tbe anxieties of reputation, and am~ 
uders praise or censure as a tranumit breach* which, 
while he hears it, is passing away, without any last- 
ing mischief ot advantage. 

In youth, it is common to measure r^t and 
wrong t^ the opinion of tlie worid, and. in ^e» 
to act without any measure hut interest; and to lose 
shame without substituting virtne. 

Such is the condition of hfe^ that something la 
always wanting to liappiiiess. In youth,. we have 
warm hopes, whidi are soon blasted by rashness and 
negtigence, and great de8ign^ which sre defeated 
by inexperience. ' In age, we have knowledge and 
prudmce without spirit to exert, or motives to 
prompt them ; we are able to plan sdieme^ and re- 
gulate measures ; but have not time ranaining to 
bring them to oain}deti<ai. 
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Cajui mJtHru AKCrif caJBtwr?— makt. 

Say, to what rultuie's sbsre this carcase &0a ? f. lbwii. 

To the RAMBLER. 

MB, 

i ansuima to an •oder of mankind, coDaderable at 
tent fiir their numbcs^ to whicb your notice hat 
MEver been formally cxtanded, tfaoa^ equallj en- 
tided to regud -with those triflers, irho have hither- 
to ai^plied yoa with to|Hn <^ aaiusement or in- 
attnctioa. I ain, Mr lUmbler, a legacy-hunter; 
ancl, as every man is wiUing to think weU of the 
tribe in which his name is ri^;istered, you -will for- 
|p*Bmy Tani^, if I retniod you ^t (&e legacy- 
hunter, however d^raded by an ill-ooDapounded 
appellation in our barbarous language, was known, 
at I am toU in snoient Rome, by the soaorous titles 
e£ Captator and Hseredipeta. 

My father was an attorney in the oountiy, who 
matried fait masto^s daughtn in hopes of a for- 
tune which he did not obtain, having been, as he 
afarwards disoovered, chosen by her wily because 
Ate had no better offer, and was afraid of service. 
I was the first c^bjpnag of a matrtage, thus reoi- 
procalfy fetudulcDt, and therefore eoujid not be 
expected to inherit much digni^ or generoaty, 
•Dd if I had tfaem not ft<om nature, was not likelj 
ever to aMain tlwin; for, in the years which I 
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Spent at home, I never heard any reason fot action 
or forbearance, but that we should gain money or 
lose it ; nor was taught any other style of com- 
mendation, than that Mr Sneaker is a warm man, 
Mr Gripe has done his business, and needs care for 
nobody. 

My parents, though otherwise not great philoso- 
phers, knew the force of early education, and took 
care that the blank of my understanding should be 
filled with impressions of the value of money. My 
mother used, upon all occasions, to inculcate some 
salutary axioms, such as might incite me to keep 
what I had, andget what I could: she informed me 
that we were in a world, whexe all mutt catch that 
catch can ; and as I grew up, stored, my memory 
with deeper observations ; restraiued me from tbe 
usual puerile expences^ by remarking that many a 
little made a mickle ; and, when I envied the. finery 
of any of my neighbours, told me that hra^ waa a 
good dog, but holdfaxt vsax a better. .. 

I was soon sagadous enough to diseoTO' that I 
was not bom to great wealth ; and having heard no 
other name for happiness, was sometimes inclined 
to repine at my condition. But my mother edways 
relieved me, by saying, that there- vns .money 
enough in the family, that it was good to be of kin 
to. means, that I bad nothing to do but to please 
my friende, and I might come to hold up my head 
with the best squire in the country. 

These splendid expectations arose from our alH- 
.an«e to ^ree persons of txmsiderable fortune. My 
mother's aunt baid attended on a lady, who^ when 
the died, .rewarded her offidoumess. and fidelity 
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With a lar^ legacy. My father bad two relations^ 
of whom one had broken bis indentures and run to 
sea, &om whence, after an absence of thirty years, 
he returned with ten thousand pounds; and the 
Other bad lured an heiress out of a window, wht^ 
dying of her first child, had left him her estate, on 
whidi he lived, without any other care than to col- 
lect bis rents, and preserve from poachers that game 
wbidi be could not kill himself. 

These boarders of money were visited and courted 
by all who had any pretence to approach them, and 
received presents and compliments from cousins who 
could sciu«ely tell the degree of their relation. But 
we had peculiar advantages, which encouraged us to 
hope, that we should by degrees supplant our cchb- 
petitors. My father, by his profession, made him- 
self necessary in their a£^rs ; for the sulor and the 
chambermaid, be inquired out mortgages and secu- 
rities, and wrote bonds and contracts ; and had en- 
deared himself to the old woman, who once rashly 
lent an hundred pounds without consulting him, by 
infonning ha, that her debtor was on the point of 
bankruptcy, and posting so expeditiously with an ex- 
ecution, that all the other creditors were defrauded. 

To the squire he was a kind of steward, and bad 
distinguished himself in his office l^ his address in 
raising the rents, his inflexilHlity in distressing the 
tardy tenants, and his aeuteness in setting the parish 
free from burdensome inhabitants, by shifting them 
off to some other settiement. 

Business made IVequent attendance necessary ; 
trust soon produced intimacy ; and success gave a 
dum to kindness ; so that we liad opportunity to 



5cbvGoogIc 



3S0 THE BAUBLER. l^q, 197' 

{iraotise all the arts of flattery and endearmmt 
My mother, who could not support the thoughts of 
loeing any thing, determined, that all their for-, 
tunes should centre in me ; and* in the prosecutioa 
of her schemes, took care to inform me tliat " no* 
thing cost less than good words," and that it is ccun^ 
fortable to leap into an estate whidi another ha» got 

She trained me by these precepts to the utoiost 
ductility of obedience, and the dosest attention to 
{HHofit At an age when other boys are sporting in 
the fields or murmuring in the school, I was con- 
triving some new meUiod of paying my court ; in* 
quiring the age of my future braeftctors ; or ooiin-> 
dering bow I should employ their l^adesi 

If our eagerness of money could have been wtis* 
fied with the possessitHis of any one of my rdf^ 
tions, they might perhaps have been obtained ; but 
as it was impossible to be always present with all 
three, our competitors were busy to eSwe any traoB 
of affection wfaidi we might have left behind ; anA 
nnce there was not, on any part, such superini^ 
of merit as could enforce a constant and unsbakea 
IH«ferencev whoever was the last that flittered or 
oUJged, had, for a time, the ascoidant. 

Afy relations maintuned a regular exchange of 
oourte^, took care to miss no dbcasion oi condo- 
lence or oongratulationy and sent presents at stated 
times, but bad in tb«r hearts not mu<^ esteem for 
one another. The seaman locked with oontempt 
upon the squire as a milksop and a landman, who 
bad lived without knowing the pcMots of the com- 
pass, or seeing any part of the world b^ond the 
county-town ; aAd whenever they met, would talk 
1 
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of longitude and latitude, and circles and tropics, 
would scarcely tell him tbe hour without some 
menticMi of tbe horizon and meridian, nor show 
bim tbe news without deteotiog his ignorance of 
the situation of other countries. 

Hie squire considered the lailw as ■ rude uncul- 
tivated savage, with Uttie more of human than his 
form, and diverted himself with his ignorance of all 
common otgects and afiairs ; when he could per- 
suade him to go into the Add, he always exposed 
bim to the sportsmen, by sending him to look for 
game in im[voper places ; and (Mice iH«vailed upon 
him to be present at the races, only that he might 
show tbe gentlemen bow a sailor sat upon a horse. 

The old gentlewoman thought herself wiser than 
both, lor she lived with no servant but a maid, and 
saved her money. The others were indeed suffi- 
ocntly frugal ; but tbe squire could not Kve with- 
out dogs and horses, and the nilw never sofiered 
the day to pass but over a faowl'of pundi, to which, 
as be was not critical in tbe dioiee of his ocmipany, 
«nry mui was wdoome that could roar oat a 
catdi, t» tdl a story. 

All these, however, I was to please ; an arduous 
task ; but what will not youth and avarice under, 
take ? I had an unreristing supfdeness of temper, 
and an unsattable wish for ridws; I was pope- 
tually instigated by the ambitkm of my parents^ 
and assisted occasionally by their instructioBS. 
What these advant^^ enaUed me to pofcmn, 
shiU be toUin the next letter oi, 

Yooi^&c. 

CAPTATOB. 
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You've told me, Huo, whiUt you livct 
Vott'd not a dngle penn; ^ve. 
Bat that whene'a you cbaace to di^ 
Yoa'd leave a handaome l^ac; : 
Yon moat be mad beyond redresa, 
If inj Dcot nUb jDO cannot gi 

mk rambler. 

You, who must have observed the iiH^atuMi 
whidi almost every man, however inactive or in- 
sigDificant, discovers of r^iresenting fais lifie as 
distinguished bjr extraordinary events, will not 
wonder that Captator thinks tiis nairatiTe impor- 
tant enough to be oonUnued. Nothing is moie 
common than for those to tease thdr companions 
with their history, who have neither doae nor sufr 
fered any thing that can exidte curiodty, or aSbrd 
insbuction. 

. As I was taught to flatter wUh the first essays ai 
speech, and had very early lost evny other passion 
in .the denre of money, I hegan my pursuit with 
omens of success ; for I divided my officiousness so 
judiciously among my relations, that I was equaUy 
the favourite of all. Wh&a any of them entered 
the door, I went to welcome him with raptures ; 
when he . went away, I hung down my head, and 
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-somdioKs entreated to go with him with so much 
iniportunity, that I very narrowly escaped, a con- 
sent which I dreaded in my heart Whenataaan- 
nual entertainnsent they were all together, I had a 
harder task; but plied th«n so impartially with 
caresses, that none could cha^ me with neglect ; 
and when they were wearied with my fondness and 
<uvilities, I was always dismissed with money to 
buy playthings. 

Life cannot be kept at a stand ; the years of in- 
nocence and prattle were soon at an end, and other 
qualifications were necessary to reoommend me to 
continuance of kindness. It luckily happened that 
none of my friends had high notions of book- 
learning. The sailor hated to see tail boys shut up 
in a school, when they might more properly be 
seeing the world, and making Uieir fortunes; and 
was of opinion, that when the first rules of arith- 
metic were known, all that was necessary to make 
a man complete might be learned on ship-hoard. 
The squire only insisted, that so much scholarship 
was indispensably necessary, as might confer ability 
to draw a lease and read the court-hands ; and the 
old chambermaid declared loudly h«r contempt of 
books, and ha opinion that tkey only took the bead 
off the main chance. 

. To unite, as well as we could, all th«r systems, 
I was bred at home. Each was taught to believe, 
.that I followed bis directions, and I guned like- 
-Wise, as my mother observed, this advantage, that I 
.was always in the way ; for she bad known many 
favourite children sent to schools or academies, and 
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As I gww fitter to be trusted to my own dn- 
«nliaD, I W8S often dispatched upon TBrions pre- 
tences to risit vaj rdations, with diiecdons firom 
my psrente how to ingralitte mysdC and drive 
mw^ competiton. 

I WIS, from my inftncy, ctmiidered by the sailor 
at a promising genius, because I Uked puncfa better 
than wine ; and I took cate to improTe tiiis pr&- 
possesnon by continual inquiries about the art.<^ 
navigation, tlie d^ree of heat and cold in diffbrent 
dimates, the pro&ts of trade, and the dangers of 
shipwreck. I admired the courage of the seamen, 
and gained his heart by importuning him for a re- 
cital of his adventures, and a aight of his foragn 
cuiiodties. I listened with an appearance (^ close 
attention to stories which I could dieady repeat, 
and at the dose neva- foiled to express my rrac^u- 
tion to visit distant oountries, and my contempt of 
the cowards and dnmes that spend sll thor Uvea in 
thmr native parish ; though I had in reality no desire 
of any thing but money, nor ever felt the stimula- 
tions of curiosity or ardour of adventure, but would 
contentedly l»ve passed the years of Nestor in re- 
ceiving rents, uid lending upon mtvtgBges. 

The squire I was able to please with less hypo- 
crisy, for I really thought it pleasant enough to kill 
the game and eat it. Some arts of falsetiOqd, bow- 
ever, the hutiger of gold persuaded me io practise, 
by which, though no other mischief was produced, 
the purity of my thoughts was vitiated, and the re. 
veroice for truth gradually destroyed. I some- 
times purchased fish, and pretended to have caught 
them ; I hired the countrymen to show me per> 
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tridges, and then gave tay unde ioteHigencd of 
their hmnt ; I lewned the seats of haret at ntj^l^ 
add disooTered them in the mining with a sagacity 
that railed the wonda and envy of all sportimen. 
One <Hily obatrudMn to the advanc^Nit of my re^ 
putation I could never full; surmount ; I was na^ 
tumlly a coward, and was therefore always left 
aiitmefully behind, when tiiere was a necessity to 
leap a hedge, to swim a river, or force the horses to 
tlieir utmost speed; but as thew exigenciea did 
not ft«qaently happen, I rawitained my honour 
with Buffidmt success, and was never left out <^a 
hunting party. 

The old diambermaid was not so certainly, nw 
10 easily pleased, for she had no predominant passion 
but avarice, and was therefore cold and inaccessible. 
She had no conception of any virtue in a young man 
bat that c^ saving bis money. When she heard of 
my exploits in the field, die would shake her head, 
inquire how much I should be the richer for all my 
periwmsnoes, and lament that such sums should be 
Spent upon dogs and horses. If the sailor told her 
<k my inclination to travel, she was sure there «as 
no place like England, and could not imagine why 
any man that can live in fais own country should 
leave it This sullen and frigid being I found means^ 
howev«-, to propitiate by frequ«it commendations 
of frugality, and perpetual care to avoid expence. 

From the saikn-wasoor first and most considerable 
expectation ; for he was richer than the efaambei^ 
tnaid, and older than the squire. He was so awk- 
ward and ba«hful among vfomen, that we conduded 
hun secure ftom nuNrinony; uvd the noisy fbodons 
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with whid) he uaed to weloome me' to Iris houses 
anade us imagine that he would look oat for no 
other heir, and that we had nothing to do but wait 
patioitly for his death. But in tiie midst of our 
triumph, my uncle saluted us one mmiiing with a 
cry 1^ transport, and, clapping hia hand hard m my 
■boulder, told me, 1 was a happy feUow to have a 
fiiend like lum in the worid, for he came to fit me 
tHit for a voyage with one of bis old acquuntancsesl 
I turned pale, and trembled ; my fiither told him, 
that be believed my constitution hot fitted to the 
sea; and my mother, bursting into tearsj cried out, 
that her heart would break if she lost me. All tbis 
had no eStct ; the sailor was wholly insusceptive of 
the softer passions, and, without r^ard to tears or 
arguments, persisted in his resolutimi to make me 
B man. 

We were obliged to comply in appearance,- and 
preparaticHu were accordingly made. 1 took leave 
of my friends with great alacrity, prodaimed the 
beneficence of my uncle with the highest strains of 
gratitude, and rejoiced at the opp<ntunity now put 
into my hands of gratifying my thirst of knowledge. 
But, a week before the day appointed for my de? 
partur^ I fell sick by my mother's direction, and 
refused all food but what she privately Invugbt me ; 
whenever my uncle visited me 1 was lethai^c or 
delirious, but took care in my raving fits to talk in- 
cessantly of travel and merchandize. The room 
was k^ dark ; the table was filled with vials and 
gallipots ; my mother was with djffici^ty persuaded 
sot to endwigra her life with noetumaj attendance; 
my toiler laneDted the lo8» «£ tbe pmSia of tbe 
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voyage; and such superfluity of artiflces was em- 
ployed, as perh^ might have discovered the cheat 
to a man of penetration. But the sailor, unao< 
quatnted with subtilties and stratagems, was easily 
deluded ; and as the ship could not stay for my 
recovery, sold the cargo, and left me to re-establish 
my he^th at I^ure. 

I was sent to r^ain my flesh in a purer air, lest 
it should appear never to have been wasted, and in 
two months returned to deplore my disappoint- 
ment My uncle pitied my dejection, and bid me 
prepare myself agunst next year, for no land-lub- 
ber should touch his money. 

A reprieve however was obtained, and perhaps 
some new stratagem might have succeeded another 
spring ; but my uncle unhappily made amorous 
advances to my mother's maid, who, to promote 
so advantageous a match, discovered the secret with 
which only she had been entrusted. He stormed, 
and raved, and dedaring that he would have heirs 
of his own, and not ^ve his substance to cheats 
and cowards, married the girl in two day^ and has 
now four children. 

Cowardice is always scorned, and deceit univer- 
sally detested. I found my friends, if not wholly 
alienated, at least cooled in their afi*ection ; the 
squire, though be did not wholly discard me, was 
less fond» and often inquired when I would go to 
sea. I was obliged to bear his insults, and endea> 
voured to rekindle fais kindness by assiduity and re- 
spect ; but all my care was vain ; he died without 
a will, and the estate devolved to the legal heir. 

VOL. VI. z 
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Thus bat the fclly of my parents oondemned me 
to spend in flattery and attendanoe tiioae years io 
which I might have been qualified to plaoa myBttf 
abort hope or ftar. I am arrived at manhood with- 
out any useful art, or generous sentiment ; and. If 
tiie old woman ^ould likewise at last deceive m^ 
am in danger at CHOce of b^^ary and ignorance. 
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Deeclor, tAtewnu, nUt, two Hie repexam 
Gaaritin regvm, ate camli^ mrgutiti omai 
CoUa, nee intigni tpUndet per cpigvla mortu ; 
Sed nova n nigri video* miracvla KLti% 
Tuae Mperat fmkkrot onMv*, d fuicjuU Mtit 
, InOt liitoriiM rubra ^cruithw in «j;fi)v~i-<i|.4DIiUK9*> 

Obscure, unpris'd, and dark, the magnet lies, 
Noi hina the aearch of aTaridcnu eyes. 
Nor Unda the neck, nw ipaTUes in the h^, 
Nor difpufia the gt««t, nor daoka the £ur- 
But eearch the wondera of the duskj Rtone, 
And own all glories of the mine outdone, 
bdi graee-of ibrm, eaohomament of state. 
That decks the »at, ta dign^es tin peaf. 



To the RAMBLEB. 

BIB, 

Though yon bare wldom digressed irom nrantl 
subjects, I suppose you are not so rigorous or cyni- 
cal as to deny the n^ue or aseftilness of natural 
{rfulosqpby ; or to hare lived in tbis age of inquiry 
snd experiment, without my attentltm to the won- 
ders every day produced b^ tbe pokers of mi^etisai 
and tbe wheels of electridty. At least, I may be 
flowed to hope that, since nothing is more contrary 
to moral exceUen<% than envy, you will not refuse 
to promote the bsppiness of others, merely becaose 
you cannot partake of thdr enjoyments. 
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In confidence, therefore, that your ignorance has 
not made you an enemy to knowledge, I c^et you 
tlie faonour of introdudng to the notice of the 
public, an adept, who, having long laboured for 
the benefit of mankind, is not willing, like too 
many of his predecessors, to ccmceal his secrets in 
die grave 

Many have ngnatized themselves by melting 
their estates in crudbles. 1 was bom to no for- 
tune, and therefore had only my mind and body to 
devote to knowledge, and the gratitude of posterity 
will attest, that neither mind nor body have been 
spared. I have sat whole weeks without sleep by 
the side of an athanw, to watch the nooment of 
projecticm ; I have made the first experiment in 
nineteen diving engines of new construction ; I 
have fallen eleven times speechless under the shock 
of electridty ; I have twice dislocated my limb^ 
and once fractured my skull, in essaying to fiy ; 
and four times endangered my life by submitting 
to the transfusion of blood. 

In the first period of my studies, I exated the 
powors of my body more than those of my mmd, 
and was not without hopes that &me might be 
purchased by a few Ixvken bones without the toil 
ctf thinking ; but having been shattered by some 
violent experiments, and c(»iBtrained to txmGne 
myself to mybooks, I passed six and thirty years 
in searching the treasures <^ ancient wisdom, but 
am at last amply recompensed for all my perseve. 
niDce, 

The curiosity of the present race of pluk»o[d)erB, 
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having been long exercised upon electricity, has 
been lately transformed to magnetism ; the quali- 
ties of the loadstone hare been investigated, if not 
with much advantage, yet with great applause ; and 
as the highest praise (^ art is to imitate nature, I 
hope no man will think the makers crf'arUfidal m^ 
nets celebrated or reverenced above their deserts. 

I hare for some time employed myself in the 
same practice, but with deeper knowledge and more 
exten»ve views. While my contemporaries were 
touching needles and raising weights, or busying 
th«nsdves with inclination and variation, 1 have 
been examining those qualities of magnetism whidi 
may be applied to t^e accommodation and happi- 
ness of cmnmon life. I have left to inferior under- 
standings the care of conducting the sulor through 
the hazards of the ocean, and resnved to myself 
the more difficult and illustrious province of pre- 
serving the connubial compact from violation, and 
setting mankind free for ever from the danger of 
supposititious children, and the tcmnents of fruit- 
less vigilance and anxious suspicion. 

To defraud any man of his due praise is unworthy 
of a philosopher ;' I shall therefore openly ctmfesc^ 
that I owe the first hint of this inestimable secret to 
the Rabbi Abraham Ben Hannase, who, in hia 
treatise of [vecious stones, has left this account of 
the magnet: KD'iDK^sKpn. &c " The calamita, or 
" loadstone that attracts iron, produces many bad 
" fantasies in man. Women fly from this stone. If 
" ther^reany husband be disturbed with jealousy,, 
" and fear lest his wife cfwverses with other men. 
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** let bkn lay tbk stone upon ber while she is vAt^ 
*' If she be piire, «be will, when ibe waket> clasp bar 
** husband fondly in her arms ; but if she be guUty, 
*■ she will fill! out of bed, and run away." 

Wheo I first read this wonderful passage, I oould 
not easily conoeivc why it bwl remained hitherto 
unregarded in such a zealous competition fin* mag- 
artical &aie. It would surdy be unjust to suspect 
Uut any of tha candidates are strangers to the name 
w woHu of Rabbi Abraham, or to conclude, from 
a late edict of the Royal Society in favour of the 
Eo^ish language, that philosophy and literature 
are no longer to act in ciuiaert. Yet, bow should 
a quality so useftil escape promulgation, hut by the 
obscurity of the language in which it was deltvered? 
Why are footmen and chambermaids paid on every 
side for keeping secrets, which no caution nor ex^ 
pence could secure from the all-penetrating mag- 
net ? Or, why are so many witnesses summoned^ 
and so many artifioes practised, to discover what so 
easy an experiment would infallibly reveal ? 

Full of this pM-plexity, I read the lines of Abnu 
hum to ■ firiend, who advised me not to expose my 
liie by a mad indulgence of the love of fome ; be 
warned me by the fiite of Orpheus, that knowledge 
at genius oould give no protection to the invader 
of female prnogatlves ; assured me that ndther tbe 
armour of Achilles, nor t^e antidote of Mitbridetest 
would be able to presnre me; and counselled m^ 
if 1 could not live without renown, to attempt tbe 
acquisition of universal empire, in which Che ho* 
Dour would perhaps be equal, and the danger 
certainly be less. 
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I, a aotitay ftudent, pretend not to much know- 
ledge of the worldt but am unwiUing to think it to 
generally corrupt, tu tbat a scheme lor die deteo* 
tkHi of inooDtifience should Ining any danger up<Hi 
its inventor. My friend haa indeed toid me, tbat 
all the womffli will be my enemies^ and that, boW'- 
ever 1 flatter myself with hopes of defence from the 
iBen» I shall certainly Bnd myself deserted in the 
bou^ of danger. Of the young men, said be^some 
will be afraid of sharing the disgraije of their mo* 
then, and some the danger of tbeir mistresses; 
of those wbo are married, part are already «mi- 
vineed of the. falsehood of their wives, and port 
shut their eyes to avcnd conviction ; few ever sought 
fcHT virtue in marriage, and therefore few will try 
whether they have found it. Almost every man i» 
oarekMs or dmoroiis, and to trust is easier and safer 
than to examine. 

These obaervatuHis discouraged me, till I heguk 
to consider what reception I was likely to find aoKHi^ 
the ladies* whom I have reviewed under the three 
classes of noaida, wives, and widows, and cannot 
but hope that I may obtain some countenance 
among tiiein. The lii^le ladies I suppose univer- 
sally ready to patronize my method, by wMch coa- 
nubial wickedness may be detected, unee no woman 
marries with a ]H«vious design to be unfaithful to 
her husband. And to keep them steady in my 
cause, I promise never to sell one <^ my magnets 
to a man who steals a girl firom scIhm^ ; marries a 
woman fiwty years younger than himself; or em- 
ploys the authority of parents to obtain a wife 
without her own oonsent. 
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Among tite manied ladies, notwithstanduig the 
inrinuations of slander, yet I resolve to believe, tbat 
the greater part are my fiiends. and am at least 
ccHiTinced, tbat they who demand the test, and ap- 
pear on my side, will supply, by their spirit, the 
deficiency of thnr numbers, and that their enemies 
will shrink and quake at the sight of a magnet, as 
the slaves of Scythia fled from the scourge. 

The widows will be confederated in my &vour by 
their curiosity, if not by their virtue ; for it may be 
observed, that women who have outlived their hus- 
bands, always think themselves entitled to super- 
intend the conduct of young wives ; and as they 
are themselves in no danger from this magnetic 
trial, I shdl expect them to be eminently and una- 
nimously zealous in recommending it. 

With these hopes I shall, in a short tim^ offer to 
sale magnets armed with a particular metallic com- 
position, which concentrates their virtue, and de- 
termines their agency. It is known that the effi- 
cacy of the magnet, in common operations, depends 
much upon its armature, and it cannot be imagined, 
that a stone, naked or cased only in the common 
manner, will discover the virtues ascribed to it t^ 
Babbi Abraham. The seoet of this metal 1 shall 
carefully conceal, and, therefore, am not afraid of 
imitators, nor shall trouble the offices with solicita- 
tions for a patent. 

I shall sell them of different sizes, and various 
degrees of strength. I have some of a bulk proper 
to be hung at the bed's bead, as scare-crows, and 
some 80 small that they may be easily ctHicealed. 
Some I have ground into oval forms to be hung at 
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watcher ; and some, for the curious^ I have set in 
wedding-rings, that ladies may never want an 
attestation of their innocence. Some I can produce 
So sluggish and inert, that they will not act befi>re 
the third failm-e ; and others so vigorous and ani- 
mated, that they exert their influence against un- 
lawful wishes, if they have been willingly and deU- 
berately indulged. As it is my practice honestly 
to tell my customers the properties of my magnets, 
I can judge, by tbdr choice, of the delicacy of tbdr 
sentiments. Many have been content to spare cost 
by purchaung only the lowest degree of efficacy, 
and all have started' with terror from those wfaicb 
operate upon the thoughts. One young lady only 
fitted on a ring of the strongest energy, and de- 
dared that she scorned to separate her wishes from 
her acts, or allow herself to think what she was 
fortndden to practise. 

I am, && 

HERMBTICUS. 



5cbvGoogIc 



MB THK ujouoL Na MO. 
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JVmw piiit modicit futi mitttbanlur amicit 

A Seneca, quit Fuo bontu, gtue Colta tokbat 

ZiOrgiri, Tttmpe et titulU etjbjcibiu eiim 

Jfa/or Saitbatar donamdi gloria ; mlutn 

PotdmtM tU etnet cMUter; hocfatf, *t *tto 

Stto, tt ftune nuibi, ifa'vM tibi, pa<^>er onueu.— JUr. 

No nan n^aok (flv who ■» raudi ■ Mt 

Wlio haa the timeshe lives in Ki fi^got ?) 

What Seneca, Vhat Pirn us'd to send, , 

To laiae or to an^ort a rfnldng friend. 

Tbcw* godlike men, to nknting Yirtne iShA, 

Bounty well plac'd, prefbn'd, and welldenga'd. 

To all tbdr titlea, all that height of pow'r. 

Which tulu the bralni otfoda, and fbttli alone tdote. 

Wbsn TOUT poor cUent ia condcma'd f attend, 

•1^ aQ weaafc, recdrehim aa a friend: 

Deaeend tothii, and then we aak no more; 

Rich to jonnelf, to all beaide be poor. bowlis. 

To the HAMBLEB. 

MB BAHBLIB, 

Such is the tenderness or infirmi^ of many minds* 
that when any affliction oppresses them, they ha^ 
immediate recourse to lamentation end complaint, 
which, though ' it can only be allowed reasonable 
when evils admit of remedy, and then only when 
addressed to those from whom the remedy is ex- 
pected, yet seem^ even in hopeless and incurable 
distresses to be natural, since those by whom it is 
not indulged, imagine that they give a proof of ex- 
traordinary fortitude by suppressing it. 
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I am one of those who, with the Suicho of Cer. 
vantes. leave to higher characten the merit of tuf- 
Smog in silence, and give vent without scruple to 
any sorrow that swells in my heart. It is therefore 
to me a severe aggravation of a calamity, when it 
is Bucfa as in the commcHi <qtinion will not justiQr 
the aowbity of ^clamation, or support the solem 
nity of vocal grief. Yet many pains are inddent 
to a man of delicacy, which the unfeeling world 
cannot be persuaded to pity, and which, when they 
are separated from their peculiar and personal dr« 
cunistances will never be considered as important 
enough to daim attention, ra* deserve redress. 

Of this kind will appear to gross and vulgar ap- 
prehensions, the mi&aries which 1 endured in a 
morning visit to Prospero, a man lately nused to 
wealth by a ludcy project, and too much intoxicated 
by sudden elevation, ch- toolittle polished by thought 
and conversation, to enjoy his present fortune with 
elegance and decCflcy. 

We set out in the wwld together ; and £at along 
Ume mutually assisted each oth^ r in our exigencies, 
as «ther happened to have money or influence 
beyond his immediate neoesiities. You know that 
nothing generally endears men so much as partid- 
pation of dangers and misfortunes; I therefore 
always oorisidered Prospero aa united with me in tha 
, strongest league of kindness. aiMi imagined that our 
friendship was only to be tvoken by the band (^ 
death. I felt at his sudden shoot of success an 
honest and disinterested joy ; but as I want no pert 
of his superfluities, am not willing to descend from 
that equality in which we hitherto have lived. 
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Our iotimacy was regarded by me aa a dispensa- 
tion from coemonial visits ; and it was so long 
before I saw hlni at his new house, that he gently 
complained of my n^lect, and obliged me to come 
on a day appointed. I kept my promise, but found 
that the impatience of my friend arose not from 
any desire to communicate his happiness, but to 
enjoy his superiiwity. 

When I told my name at the door, the footman 
went to see if bis master was at home, and, by the 
tardiness of his retuni, gave me reason to suspect 
that dme was taken to deliberate. He then in- 
formed me. that Frospero desired my oompuiy. 
and showed the staircase carefully secured by mats 
from the pollution of my feet. The best apartments 
were fKtentatiously set open, that I might have a 
distant view of ttie magnificence which I was not 
permitted to approach ; and my <Ad friend receiT. 
ing me with all the insolence of condescension at 
the top of the stairs, conducted dib to a back room, 
where he told me he always lx«akfasted when he 
had not great company. 

On the floor where we sat, lay a carpet covered 
with ft doth, of which Frospero ordered his servant 
to lift up a' corner, that I might contemplate the 
brightness of the colours, and the el^ance of the 
texture^ and asked me whether I bad'ev^ seen 
any thing so fine before ? I did not gratify his folly 
with any outcries of admiration, but coldly bade 
the footman let down the cloth. 

We then sat down, and I began to hope that 
pride was glutted with persecution, when Frospero 
desired that I would give the servant leave to ad- 
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just the cover of my chair, wbicb was slipt a little 
ande, to show the damask ; he informed me that he 
had hespoke ordinary churs for commim use, but 
had been disappointed l^ his tradesman. I put the 
chair aside with my foot^ and drew another so hastily, 
that I was entreated not to rumple the carpet. 
. Breakfost was at lasi set, and as I was not willing 
to indulge the peevishness that b^an to seize me, 
I commended the tea ; Prospero tben told me, that 
another time I should taste his finest sort, but that 
he bad only a very small quantity remaining, and 
reserved it for those wbiHn he thought himself 
oUiged to treat with particular respect 

While we w«e conversing upon such subjects as 
ima^nation happened to suggest be frequently 
digressed into directions to the servant that waited, 
or made a slight inquiry afler the jeweller or nlver- 
smith ; and once, as I was pursuing an argument 
with some d^ree of earnestness, he started from 
his posture of attention, and ordered, that if iMtd 
Lofty called on him that moniing, he should be 
shown into the best parlour. 

. My patience was yet not wholly subdued. I was 
willing to promote his satiafiiction, and therefore 
obsa^ed that the figures on the china, were emi- 
nently pretty. Prospero had now an opportunity 
of calling for his Dresden china, which, says he, I 
always assodate with my chased tea-kettle. The 
cups were brought; I once resolved not^ have 
looked upon them, but my curiosify ^^iled. 
When I had examined th«n a little, Prospero de< 
sired me to set them down, for they who were ac- 
customed only to common dishes, seldom handled 
8 
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dnna with madi cwk You wHI. I bopt, oouinen^ 
my i^ilatopliy, when I tdl you that I did not da^ 
hia baubles to the ground. 

He was now 80 much elevated with his own great- 
nCM, that he thought aome hninility neoesaaiy to 
avert the gbince of envy, and therefore uAd toe, 
with an air of soft oompoture, that I was not to 
estimate life by external oppeiuwioe, that all these 
shining acquisitionB had added Httle to hii happi- 
ness, that he still remembered with pleasure the 
di^s in which he and I were upon the level, and 
had often, in the moment of reflection, been doubt, 
fill, whetber he should lose mudi by changing his 
condition for mine. 

I began now to be afraid lest his pride should 
by silence and submisnon, be emboldened to insults 
that could not easily be borne, and tbnefore coolly 
considered, bow I should repicss it without such 
bitterness of reproof as I was yet unwilling to uae. 
But be interrupted my meditatim, l^ ashing leave 
to be dressed, and UAd me; thai he had prcwiaed 
to attend some ladies in the park, and. If I was 
going the same way, would take me In his chariot. 
I bad no incIiDation to any other ^voun, and 
th«efore left him without any intention of scong 
him again, unless some miafiKtune should restue 
his undwstandiog. 

Iam,&c. 



Though I am i^t whdly insenuble t^ the pn>> 
vocations wluch my oosrespondent haa received, I 

■» 
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cannot altt^ether comniend the keenneu of his 
resentment; nor encourage him to perust in his re- 
solution of breaking off all commerce with bis old 
acquaintance. One of the golden precepts of Py- 
thagoras directs, that a Jriend shwid not he hat^ 
for Utile J'auUt ; and surely be, upon whom nothing 
worse can be charged, than that he mats his stairs, 
and oovo^ his carpet, and sets out his finery to 
show before those whom he does not admit to use 
it, has yet committed nothing that should exclude 
him from common degrees of kindness. Such im- 
proprieties often proceed rathn- from stupidity than 
malice. Those who thus shine only to dazzle, are 
influenced merely by eusbnu and example, and 
neither examine, nor are qualified to examine, the 
motives of th«r own practice, or to state the nice 
limits between elegance and ostentation. They arc 
often innocent of the pun which their vanity pro. 
(liuies, and insult others when they have no worse 
purpose than to please themselves. 

He tbat too mudi refines bis delicatr^ mil always 
mdangcr his quiet Of those with whom nature and 
virtue oblige us to converse, some are ignorant of the 
avtof [deaung, and offend when they draign tocaress; 
soffic are negligent, and gratify themselves without 
r^;ard to the quiet of another ; some, pOThaps, are 
malidous, and feel no greater satis&ction in pro»- 
peri^, than that of nising envy and trampling 
infffiority. But whatever be the motive of insult; 
it is always best to overlook it, for folly scarcely can 
deserve naentment, and malice is pupished t^ 
n^lcst 

\ 
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Fromiuique tenor dietufitUgtie taereru f 
jIgnoMco prowrtiii— — jut, 

Connnce the wto'ld thit jaa'ie deront and tme ; 
Be jnMin all yon wy, and all you do; 
Whatever be your birth, yini're mre to be 
Apearftheflntn 



BoTLE has observed, that the excellency of maou- 
ftctures, BDd the Suality of labour would be much 
promoted, if the various expedients and contrivan- 
ces which lie concealed in private hands, were by 
reciiHOcal communications made generally known ; 
for there are few operations that are not perfonned 
1^ one or other with some peculiar advantages, 
which, though singly of httle importance, would 
by conjunction and concurrence open new inlets to 
knowledge, and give new powers to diligence. 

There are, in like manner, several moral excellen- 
cies distributed among the different classes of a cchxi- 
munity. It was said by Cujadus, that he never read 
more than one book, by which he was not instruct- 
ed; and he that shall inquire after virtue with 
ardour and attention, will seldom find a man-by 
whose example or sentiments he may notl)eim{>roved. 

£very profession has some essential and ap|w>- 
priate virtue, without which there can be no hope of 
honour or success, and which, as it is more, (^(^ss 
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cnlUvated, confers witliin its sphne of activity dif- 
ferent degrees of merit and reputation. As tbe 
astrologers range tbe subdivisions of mankind un> 
der the planets which diey suppose to influence 
their lives, the moralist may distribute them ac- 
cc»ding to the virtues wbicb tbey necessarily prac- 
tise, and consider them as distinguished by pru- 
dence or fortitude, diligence or patience. 

So much are the modes of excellence settled by 
time and place, that men may be beard boasting in 
one street of that which they would anxiously con- 
ceal in another. The grounds of scorn and esteem, 
tbe topics of praise and satire, are varied accord- 
ing to the several virtues or vices which the course 
of life has disposed men to admire or abhor ; but 
he who is solicitous for his own improvement, must 
not be limited by local reputation, but select irom 
every tribe of mortals tbeir cbaracteristical virtues, 
and constellate in himself the scattered graces 
which shine single in other men. 

The chief praise to which a trader aspires is that 
of punctuality, or an exact and rigorous observance 
of commercial engagements; nor is there any vice 
of which he so much dreads the imputation, as of 
negligence and instability. This is a quality which 
the interest of mankind requires to be diffused 
through alt the ranks of life, but which many seem 
to consider as s vulgar and ignoble virtue, below 
the ambition of greatness or attention of wit, 
scarcely requisite among men of gaiety and spirit, 
and sold at its highest rate when it is sacrificed to 
a frolic or a jest. 

VOL. VI. a A 
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Every mao has daily occasion to remaik what 
Texations. arise from this privilege of deceiving one 
another. The active and vivacious have so king 
disdained the restraints oi tnith, that promises atnd 
appointments have lost tb«r cogency, and both 
parties neglect thc^ stipulations, because each 
concludes that they will be broken by the other. 

Negligence is first admitted in small a^irs, 
and strengthened l^ petty indulgendes. He that 
is not yet hardened by cnistom, ventures not on the 
violation of important engagements, but thinks 
kiras^ bound by his word in cases of property or 
danger, though he allows bimsdf to forget at what 
time he is to meet ladies in die park, or at what 
tavern his fiiends are expecting him. 

This laxity of honour would be more tolerable, 
if it could be restrained to the play-house, the b^- 
room, or the card-table ; yet evm there it is suf- 
fidently trooUesome, and darkens those moments 
with expectation, suspense and resentment, which 
are set aside for pleasure, and from whleh we natu- 
rally hope fta nnnnngled enjoymmt, and total re- 
laxation. Bathe tfaatsuffim the slightest breach 
in his morality, can sddom tell What shall aiter it, 
or how wide it shall be macfe ; when a passage is 
open, the influx of corruption is every momoit 
wearing down opposition, and by slow degrees de- 
luges the heart 

Aliger entered the w<»U a youth of lively ima- 
gination, extensive views, and untunted prindples. 
His curiosity incited him to range from [daoe to 
place, and try all the varieties of conversation ; his 
elegance of address and fertility of ideas guned 
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him Maids ivberever he appeared ; or at least he 
found the general kindness of reception always 
thown to a young man whose birth and fortune 
give him a claim to notice, and who has neither by- 
vice nor folly destroyed bis privileges. Altger was 
pleased with this general smile of mankind, and 
was industrious to preserve it by compliance and 
offidousness, but did not suffer his desire of pleadng 
' to 'vitiate his int^rity. It was his established 
raaxim. that a promise is never to be broken ; nor 
was it without long reluctance that he cmce suffer- 
ed himself to be dmwn away from a festal engage- 
ment by the impwtunity of another company. 

He spent the evening, as is usual in the rudi- 
ments <^ vice, in perturbation and imperfect en- 
joyment, and met his disappointed friends in the 
morning with confosion and excuses. His comp&< 
nions, not accustomed to such scrupulous anxiety, 
laughed at his uneariness, fwmpounded the ofifenee 
6x a bottle, gave him courage to break bis word 
again, and again levied the penalty. He ventured 
the same experiment upon another sooety, and 
found them equally ready to conrader it as a venial 
fault, always incident to a man ot quickness and 
gaiety ; tilU by degrees, be b^an to think himsdf 
at liberty to follow the last invitation, and was no 
longer shocked at the turpitude of ftlsehood. He 
made no difficulty to promise his presence at As- 
lant places, and if listlessness happened to creep 
upon him, would sit at home with great tranquilli- 
ty, and has often sunk to sleep in a chair, while 
he held ten tables in continual expectations of his 
entrance. 
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It was 80 pleasant to live in perpetual vacancy, 
that be soon dismissed his attention as an useless 
incumbrance, and resigned himsdf to carelessness 
and dissipation, without any regard to the future or 
the past; or any other motive of action than the 
impulse of a sudden desire, or the attraction of im- 
mediate pleasure. The absent were immediately 
forgotten, and the hopes or fears felt by others 
had no influence upon his conduct. He was in 
speculation completely » just, but never kept his pro- 
mise to a creditor ; he was benevolent, but always 
deceived those friends whom he undertook to pa- 
tronize or assist ; be was prudent, but suffered his 
afiairs to be embarrassed for want of regulating his 
accounts at stated times. He courted a young 
lady, and when the settlements were drawn, took 
a ramUe into the country on the day appointed to 
sign them. He resolved to travel, and sent his 
chests on shipboard, but delayed to follow them 
till he lost his passage. He was summoned as an 
evidence in a cause of great importance, and loiter- 
ed*on the way till the trial was past. It is said that 
when he had, with great expence, formed an in- 
terest in a borough, bis opponent contrived, by 
some agents who knew his temper, to lure him 
away on the day of election. 
' His benevolence draws him into the oommission 
of a thousand crimes, which others less kind or 
dvil would escape. His courtesy invites applica- 
tion ; his promises produce dependance ; he has his 
pockets filled with petitions, which he intends some 
time to deliv^ and enforce, and his table covered 
with letters of request, with which he purposes to 
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comply ; but time slips imperceptibly away, while 
he is either idle or busy ; his friends lose their op- 
portunities, and charge upon him their miscariiages 
and calamities. 

This character, however contemptible, is not pe- 
culiar to Aliger. They whose activity of ima^na- 
tion is often shifting the scenes of expectation, are 
irequently subject to such sallies of caprice as make 
all thdr actions f(»tuitous, destroy the value of their 
iHendship, obstruct the efQCbcy of their virtues, and 
. set them below the meanest of those that persist in 
their resolutions, execute what they design, and 
perform what they have promised. 
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rjfii lintilit SuAif tfir i wijw irjd'yftWI*. 

'O 3i /■u'f't'v vpi^Tlwr mfiniAi^ifa' 

"AtkiI* t' inutfit, AtfurfU, fi{U.— MJAtLlUACBUS, 

fVom DO affliction is the poor exempt. 

He tlui)1ue«di eye (orveya him with contempt, 

Uimuuilj povertj sabduea the heart, 

Cankeri each irnuid, and aharpem er'ry dart- ' r. lewis. 

Among those who have endeavoured to pnAnote 
learning! and rectify judgment, it has been long 
customary to compbun of the abuse of words, which 
are often admitted to signify thin^ so di^rent, 
that, instead of aBsisting the understanding as ve- 
faides of knowledge, they produce error, dissen- 
sion, and perplexity, because what is affirmed in 
one sense, is received in another. 

If this amlnguity sometimes embarrasses the 
most solemn controrersies, and obscures the demcm- 
strations of sd^ice, it may be well expected to infest 
the pompous periods of dedaimers, whose purpose 
is often only to amuse with fallacies, and change the 
colours of truth and falsehood ; or the musical 
compositions of poets, whose style is pn^ssedly 
figurative, and whose art is imagined to consist 
in ^storting words from their original meaning. 

There are few words of which the reader beUeves 
himsdf better to know the import, than of poverty ; 
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yet, whoever rtadies either the poets or philoso- 
phers, will find such an account of the condition 
expressed by that term as his experience or obser- 
vation will not easily discover to be true. Instead 
of the meanness, distress, complaint, anxiety, and 
depoidence, which have hitherto been oomtuned 
in his ideas of poverty, be will read of content, in- 
nocence, and cheerfiilness, of health and safety, 
tranquillity and freedom ; of pleasures not known 
but to men unencumbered with possessions ; and of 
sleep that sheds his baUamic anodynes only on the 
cottage. Such are the blessings to be obtained by 
the reugnatioD of riches, that kings might descend 
&<tm thenr thrones, and generals retire from a 
triumph, only to sliunber undisturbed in the dy- 
slum of poverty. 

I^Uiese authors do not deceive us, nothing oui 
be more absurd than tiMt perpeUial contest for 
wealth which keeps the world in ooratnotion ; nw 
any complaints more justly coisured than thoae 
which proceed from want of the gifts of fortune 
which we are taught t^ the great masters of mocal 
wisdwn to oonsider as golden shackles, by which 
the wearer is at once disabled and adorned; as 
ludous poisons which may for a time please the 
palat^ but soon betray their mali^ity by languor 
aid by pain. 

It is the great privil^e of povraty to be happy 
unenvied, to be healthful without physic, and se- . 
cure without a guard ; to obtain from the bounty 
of nature what the great and wealthy we comi- 
polled to procure by the help of artists and attend- 
ants, of ^tteren and spies. 
1 
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But it will be found upon a nearer view, that 
they who extol the happiness of poverty, do not 
mean the same state with those who deplore its 
miseries. Foets have their imaginations filled with 
ideas of magnificence ; and being accustomed to 
contemplate the downfall of empires, or to contrive 
forms of lamentations for monarchs in distress, rank 
all the classes of mankind in a state of poverty, who 
make no approaches to the dignity of crowns. To 
be poor, in the epic language, is only not to com- 
mand the wealth of nations, nor to have fleets and 
armies in pay. 

Vanity has perhaps contributed to this impro- 
priety of style. He that wishes to become a philc^ 
sopher at a cheap rate, easily gratifies his amlntion 
by submitting to poverty when he does not feel it, 
and by boasting his contempt of riches, whe« he 
has already more than he enjoys. He who would 
show the extent of his views, and grandeur of his 
conceptions, or discover his acquaintance with 
splendour and magnificence, may talk like Cowley, 
of an humble station and quiet obscurity, of the 
paucity of nature's wants, and the inconveniences 
of Miperfluity, and at last, like bira, limit his desires 
to five hundred pounds a year ; a fortune, indeed, 
not exuberant, when we compare it with the ex- 
pences of pride and luxury, but to which it UtUe 
beocKnes a philosopher to a£Ss the name of poverty, 
since no man can, with any propriety, be termed 
poOT*, who does not see the greater part of mankind 
richer tlian himself. 

As little is the general condition of human life 
understood by the panegyrists and historians, who 
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amuse us with accounts of the poverty of heroes 
and sages. Riches are of no vtAae in themselves, 
their use is discovasd only in that whidi tiiey pro- 
cure. They are not coveted, unless by narrow un- 
derstandings, which confound the means with the 
end, but for the sake of power, influence, and 
esteem ; or, by some of less elevated and refined 
sentiments, as necessary to sensual enjoyment. 

The pleasures of luxury, many have, without un- 
common virtue, been able to despise, even when af- 
fluence and idleness have concurred to tempt them ; 
and ^erefore he who feels nothing from indigence 
but the want of gratifications which he could 
not in any other condition make consistent with 
innocence, has ^ven no proof of eminent patience. 
Esteem and influence every man desires, but they 
are equally pleasing, and equally valuable, by what- 
ever means they are obtained ; and whoever has 
found the art of securing them without the help of 
money, ought, In reality, to be accounted rich, 
since he has all that riches can purchase to a wise 
man. Cincinnatus, though he lived upon a few 
acres cultivated by his own hand, was sufficiently 
removed from all tfae evils generally comprehended 
under the name of poverty, when his reputation 
was such, that the voice of his country called him 
from his farm to take absolute command into his 
hand ; nOT was Diogenes much mortified by his re- 
sidence in a tub, where he was honoured with the 
visit of Alexander the Great. 

The same fallacy has conciliated veneration to 
the religious orders. When we behold a man ab- 
dicating the hope of terrestrial possessions, and 
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precluding hinwdf, by an irrevocable tow, from the 
pursuit and aoquiuticm of all that fab fellow-beings 
omtider as worthy of wishes and endeavours, we 
are immediately struck with the purity, abstrac- 
tion, and finnness of his mind, and regard faim as 
wholly employed in securing the interests of futu- 
rity, and devi^ of any other care tban to gain at 
whatever price the surest passage to eternal rest 

Yet, what can the votary be justly sud to have 
lost of his present happiness ? If he rerides in a 
convent, he converses only with men whose coDdi> 
tion is the same with his own ; he has, from tb^ 
munificence of the founder, all th6 necessaries of 
USe, and is safe from that *' destitution which Hoak^ 
er declares to be sudi an impediment to virtue, aa, 
till it be removed, su&reth not the mind of man to 
admit any other care." All temptations to envy 
and competition are shut out from fats retreat ; be 
is not puned with the sight (rf" unattainable dignity, 
nor insulted with the bluster of insolence, or tiie 
smile of forced familiarity. If lie wanders abroad, 
the sanctity of his charactor amply compensates all 
other distinctiims ; he is sddom seen but with le- 
verenoe, ncH* heard but with submissirai. 

It has been remarked, that death, though often 
defied in the fieki. seldom feik to terrify when it 
approaches the bed of Mckness in its natural bor- 
rtsr; so porerty m^ easily be endured, while 
associated with dignity and reputation, but will al- 
ways be shunned and dreaded, when it is aooompa- 
nied with ignominy and ctMitempt 
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CWm volet ilia diet, qme «i( urn corporis htyua 
Jtu habet, ineerH iptOiian miAijSiiW »«'.— «ti». 

Come, KKm or late, destli'B andetennin'd daj. 
This nuwtal being only can decajrv— wblbtkd. 

It seems to be tlie fete of man to seek all bis con- 
solations in futurity. The time present is seldom 
aUe to fill desire or Imagination with immediate 
enjoyment, and we are forced to supply its defi- 
ciences by recollection or anticipation. 

Every one has so often detected the fallacious- 
ness of hope, and the inconvenience of teaching 
himself to expect what a thousand accidents may 
preclude, that, when time has abated the confi- 
dence with which youth rushes out to take posses- 
sion of the world, we endeavour, or wish, to find 
entertainment in tbe review of life, and to repose 
upon real facts, and certain experience. This is 
perhaps one reason, among many, why age delights 
in narratives. 

But so full is tbe world of calamity, that eveiy 
source of pleasure is pointed, toad every retire- 
ment of tranquillity disturbed. Whoi time has 
supplied us with events sufficient to employ our 
thoughts, it has mingled them with so many dis- 
asters, that we shrink from their remembrance 
dread their intrusim upon our minds, and fly from 
them as from enemies diat pursue us with torture* 
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No man past the middle point of life can sit down 
to feast upon the pleasures of youth without finding 
' the banquet embittered by the cup of sorrow ; he 
may revive lucky accidents, and pleasing extrava- 
gancies ; many days of harmless frolic, <x nights t>f 
honest festivity, will perhaps recur ; or, if he has 
been engaged in scenes of action, and acquainted 
with affairs of difficulty and vicissitudes of for- 
tune, he may enjoy the nobler pleasure of looking 
back UTpoa distress firmly supported, dangers reso- 
lutdy encountered, and opposition artfully de- 
feated. Mneai properly comforts bis companion^ 
when, after the horrors of a storm, they hare land- 
ed on an unknown and desolate country, with the 
hope that their miseries will be at some distant 
time recounted with delight There are few 
higher gratifications than that of re0ection on sur- 
mounted evils, when they were not incurred n<Nr 
protracted by our fault, and neither reproadi us 
with cowardice nor guilt. 

But this felicity is almost always abated by the 
reflection that they with whom we should be most 
pleased to share it are now in the grave. A few 
years make such havoc in human generations, that 
we soon see ourselves deprived of those with whom 
we entered the world, and whom the participation 
of pleasures or fatigues had endeared to our remem- 
brancie. The man of enterprise recounts his adven- 
tures and expedients, but is forced, at the (Ame o. 
the relation, to pay a sigh to the names of those 
that contributed to his success; he that passes his 
life among the gayer part of mankind, has his re- 
membrance stored with remarks and repartees of 
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wits, whose sprightliness and meniment ace now 
lost in perpetual silence ; the trader^ whose in- 
dustry has supplied the want of inheritance, re- 
pines in solitary plenty at the absence of compa- 
nions, with whooi he had planned out amusements 
ibr his latter years ; and the scholar, whose merit, 
after a long series of efforts, raises him from obscu- . 
rity, looks round in vain from his exaltation for his 
old friends or enemies, whose applause or mortifi* 
cation would heighten his triumph. 

Among Martial's requisites to happiness is. Res 
rum porta labore, sed relicta, an estate not gained 
hy industry, but left by inheritance. It is neces- 
sary to the completion of every good, that it be 
timely obtained ; for whatever comes at the close 
of life will come too late to give much delight; yet 
all human happiness has its defects. Of what we 
do not gain for ourselves we have only a &int and 
imperfect fruition, because we cannot compare the 
difference between want and possession, or at least 
can derive from it no conviction of our own abili- 
ties, nor any increase of self-esteem ; what we ac- 
quire by bravery or sdence, by mental or corporal 
diligence, comes ^t last when we cannot communi- 
cate, and therefore cannot enjoy it. 

Thus every period of life is obliged to borrow Its 
happiness from the time to come. In youth we have 
nothing past to entertain us, and in age, we derive 
little from retrospect but hopeless sorrow. Yet the 
future likewise has its limits, which the imagina- 
.tion dreads to approach, but which we see to be not 
far distant The loss of our friends and compa- 
nions impresses hourly upon us the necessity of 
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onr own deputufe ; we know tbat the schemes of 
man are qukikly at an end» that we must soon lie 
down in the grave with the forgotten multitudes of 
fimner age^ and yield our place to othai^ who^ 
fike u^ iball he driven a while l^ hope or fear, 
about the snr&ce of the earth, and then like us be 
kMt in the shades of death. 

Beyond this termination of our material exist- 
ence we are therefore obliged to extend our hopes ; 
and almost every man indulges his ima^nation 
with something, wfaidi is not to happen till he has 
changed his manner of being ; some amuse them- 
selves with entaib and settlements, provide for the 
perpetuation of fiimilies and honours, or contrive to 
obviate the dismpation of the fortunes, which it has 
beoi thdr bunness to accumulate ; others, more 
r^ned or exalted, congratulate th«r own, hearts 
apm the future extent of their reputation, the re< 
Terence of distant nations, and the gratitude of 
uhivgudioed posterity. 

Th^ whose souls are so chained down to coflfers 
and tenements, that they cannot conceive a state in 
Which they 'shall look upon them with less soUo- 
tude, are seldom attentive or flexible to arguments ; 
but the votaries of fame are capable of reflection, 
and therefore may be called to reconuder the pro- 
balnlity of thdr expectetions. 

Whether to be remembered in remote times be 
worthy of a wise man's wish, has not yet been sft- 
tis&etorily decided ; and, indeed^ to be loi^ re* 
membered, can happoa to so small a number, tbat 
the bulk of mMikind has very little interest in the 
question. There is never room in the world for 
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mote tlian a certain quantity or measure of renown. 
The necessary business of life, the immediate plea- 
sures or pains of every condition, leave us not lei- 
sure beyond a fixed proportion for contemplations 
which do not forcibly influence our present wel&re. 
When this vacuity is filled, no characters can be 
admitted into the circulation <^ &me, but l^ occu- 
pying the place of some that must be thrust into 
oblivion. The eye of the mind, like that of the 
body, can only extend its view to new objects, by 
losing sight of those which are now bef(H% it. 

Reputation is therefore a meteor, which Uazes a 
while and disappears ior ever ; and, if we excqit & 
few transcendent and invindUe names, which no 
revolutions of opinion or length of Stime is able to 
suppress; all those that mgage our thoughts, or 
diverafy Our conversatioi, are every moment hast^ 
ing to obscurity, as new favourites are adopted by 
&sbion. 

It is not therefore from this world, that any ray 
of comfort can proceed, to cheer the gloom of the 
last hour. But futurity bas still its pro^tectsv 
there is yet happiness in reserve, wbicb, if we trans- 
fer our attention to it, wiD suppwt us in the pains 
of disease, and the luiguor of decay. This happi- 
ness we may expect with confidence, because it is 
out of the power of chance, and may be attained 
by all that sincerely desire and earnestly pursue it. 
(^ this therefore every mind ought finally to rest. 
Hope is the chief blessing of man, and that hope 
(H)ly is rational, of which we are certain that it 
cannot deceive us. 
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Na «04. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 89, 1758. 

Nemo tam diva$ habuitjavente), 

CrtuHmm it potiH *iii poUieeri, iehica. 

Of heaven's protection wlio can be 

So confident to utter tliu — t 

To^norraw I will spend in bliw. r. lewis. 

Seoeo, lord of Ethiopia, to the inhabitants of the 
world : To the sons of presumption, humility and 
fear; and to the dau^ters of tonvw, content and 
acquiescence. 

Thus, in the twenty-seventh year of his reign, 
spoke Seged, the monarch of forty nations, the dis- 
tributor of the waters of the Nile : " At length, 
** Seged, thy toils are at an end ; thou hast lecon- 
" ciled disaffecUmi, thou hast suppressed rebellion, 
" thou hast padfied the jealousies of thy courtiers, 
" thou hast chased war from thy confines, and 
** erected fortresses in the lands of thine enemies. 
" All who have offended thee tremble in thy pre- 
" sence, and wherever thy voice is heard, it is 
'* obeyed. Thy throne is surrounded by armies, 
" numerous as the locusts of the summer, and resist- 
" less as the blasts of pestilence. Thy magazines 
" are stored with ammunition, thy treasures over- 
" flow with the tribute of conquered kingdoms. 
" Plenty waves upon thy fields, and opulence glitters 
" in thy cities. Thy nod is as the earthquake that 
" shakes the mountains, and thy smile as the dawn 
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" of the vernal day. In thy hand is the strength <rf 
" thousands, and thy health is the health of mil- 
'* lifHis. Thy palace is gladdened by the song of 
" praise, and thy path perfumed by the breath 
' of benediction. Thy subjects gaze upon thy 
** greatness, and think of danger or misery no 
•* more. Why, Seged, wilt not thou partake 
" the blessings thou bestowest ? Why should 
** thou only forbear to rejoice in this general feli- 
" city ? Why should thy face be clouded ■ with 
" anxiety, when the meanest of those who call thee 
" sovereign, gives the day to festivity, and the night 
" to peace ? At length, Seged, reflect and be wise. 
" What is the gift of conquest but safety ? Why are 
" riches collected but to purchase happiness ?" 

Seged then ordered the house of pleasure, built in 
an isluid of the lake of Dambea, to be prepared for 
his reception. " I will retire." says he, " for ten 
^ days from tumult and car^ from counsels and 
" decrees. Long quiet is not the lot of the gover- 
" nors of nations, but a cessation of ten days cannot ' 
** be denied me. This short interval of happiness 
" may surely be secured from the interruption of 
" fear or perplexity, sorrow at disappointment. I 
" will exclude all trouble from my abode, and re- 
** move from my thoughts whatever may confuse 
" the harmony of the concert, or abate the sweet- 
" ness of the banquet, I will fill the whole capadty 
" of my soul with enjoyment, and try what it is to 
" live without a wish unsatisfied." 

In a few days the orders were perf<H'med, and 
Seged hasted to the palace of Dambea, which stood 
}n an island cultivated only for pleasure, planted 
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with every flower that spreads its colours to the sun, 
and every shrub that sheds fragrance in the air. 
In one port of this extendve garden, were open 
wslka for excursions in the morning; in mother, 
thick groves, and silrat arbours, and bubUing foun- 
tains for repose at nooa. All that could stdace the 
sense, or flatter the fancy, all that industry could 
extort fi-om nature, or wealth furnish to art, all that 
conquest could seize, or beneficence attract, was 
ccdlected together, and every perception of delight 
was excited and gratified. 

Into this delidous refpon S^;ed summiMied all 
the peisonA of his court, who seemed eminently 
quali6ed to recave or communicate pleasure. His 
call was readily obeyed ; the youn^ the &ir, the 
Tivacious, and the witty, were all in haste to be 
aated with felicity. They sailed jocund over the 
lake, which seemed to smooth its surface before 
liiem : Their passage was cheered with munc, 
and their hearts dilated with expectation. 

S^jed, landing here with his band of pleasure, de- 
termined from that hour to break off all acquunt- 
ance wiUi discontent, to give his heart for ten days 
to ease and j<^ty, and then iall* back to the oom- 
mon state <^ man, and sufifer bis life to be diy«n- 
fied, as before, with joy and sorrow. 

He immediately entered his chamber, to condder 
where he should begin his drde of hapfuness. He 
bad all the artists of delight before him, but knew 
not whom to call, since be could not enjoy one, but 
by drying the performance <^ another. He chose 
and rejected, he resolved aiid flanged his resolu- 
tion, till his fisculties were harassed, and his thoughts 
1 
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otmfused; then returned to the apartment where 
bU presence was expected, with languid eyes and 
douded eountenance. and spread the infecticHi of 
OMtdbieas over the whole assembly. He obserred 
tbrir depremOD, and was offoided, for he fbnnd his 
Texatkm inaeasied by those wliom he expected to 
distipate and relieve it He retired again to his 
private ehunber, and sought for oonsolation in his 
own mind ; one thought flowed in upon another ; 
a long suoeesnon of imagea adzed his attenUon ; the 
moments crept imperceptibly away through the 
gloom of pennvenes^ till,' having recovered bis 
tranquillity, be lifted up his head, and saw the lake 
brightened by the setting sun. ** Such," sud Seged 
dg^in^ ** ia the longest day of human existence : 
** Before we have learned to use it, we find it at 
** an end." 

The r^ttt which he Mt fat the loss of so great 
. a part of his first day, took from him all disposition 
to enjoy tbe evening ; and, after having endea- 
voured, fye die sake of bis att^idant^ to force an 
air of gaiety, and exdte that mirth which be ooukl 
not share, he rteolved to refer his hopes to Uie next 
morning, and lay down to partake with the slaved 
of labour and poverty tbe Messing of sleep. 

He rose early the second morning, and resolved 
now to be happy. He thnvfcov fixed upon the gate 
ei the pdace an edict, importuig, that whoever, 
during nine days, should appear in the presence of 
the king with a dejected countenance, or utter any 
expression of discontent or sorrow, should be driven 
fiir evor fnmi the palace of Dambea. 

Tlut ediet was immediately made known in every 
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chamber of the court, and bower of the gardens. 
Mirth was frighted away^ and they who were before 
dandng in the lawns, or singing in the shades, were 
at once engaged in the care of reguhiting their look^ 
that S^ed might find his will punctually obeyed, 
and see none among them liable to banishment 

Seged now met eveiy face settled in a smile; but 
a smile that betrayed solicitude, timidity, and con* 
straint. He accosted his favourites with famitiarity 
and softness ; but they durst not speak without pre- 
meditation, lest they should be convicted of dis- 
ootitent or sorrow. He proposed diversions, to 
which no objection was made, because objectioa 
would have implied uneasiness ; but they were re- 
garded with indifference by the courtiers, who had 
no other desire than to signalize themselves by 
clamorous exultation. He offered various topics 
of conversation, bat obtained only forced jests, and 
laborious laughter ; and after many attempts to ani- , 
mate his train to confidence and'alamty, was obliged 
to confess to himself the impotence of command* 
And resign another day to grief and disappointment. 

He at last relieved his companions from their 
terrors, and shut himself up in his chamber to 
ascertain, by differmt measures, the feliraty t^ the 
succeeding days. At length he threw himself on 
the bed, and dosed his eyes, but imagined, in bis 
sleep, that bis palace and gardens were overwhelmed 
by an inundation, and waked with all the terrors 
of a man struggling in the water. He composed 
himself again to rest, but was afinghted by an ima- 
ginary irruption into his kingdom ; and striving; 
as is usual in dreams, without ability to move. 
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fanded himself betrayed to his eoemies, and agun 
started up with horror and indignation. 

It was now day, and fear was so strongly im- 
pressed on his mind, that he could sleep no more. 
He ros^ but bis thoughts were filled with the de- 
luge and inva^on, nor was he able to disengage his 
attention, or mingle with vacancy and ease in any 
amusement. At length his perturbation gave way 
to reason, and he resolved no longer to be harassed 
by visionary miseries; but, before this resolution 
could be completed, half the day had elapsed : He 
felt a new conviction of the uncertain^ of human 
schemes, and could not forbear to bewail the weak- 
ness of that bang whose quiet was to be interrupted 
by vapours of the fancy. Having been first dis- 
turbed by a dream, he afterwards grieved that a 
dream could disturb him. He at last discovered, 
that his terrors and grief were equally v^n, and 
that to lose the present in lamenting the past, was 
voluntarily to protract a melancholy vision. The- 
third day was now declining, and S^ed again re- 
solved to be happy <hi the morrow. 
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NO.80& TUESDAY, MABCH 8, 176*. 



rolat 

XMUg alit Aopa, nee uBi 



On fltUe winp tbemisutca hwte. 

And ftrtiuie'B ftrmiTa never iuLf—r, lkwib. 

On the fiwrth mwning Seged xoie eoriy, n&eAteA 
with ikep, vigorous with healthy and eagw with 
expectation. He entered the garden, attended by 
the princes and kdiea of bis court, and seeing no»> 
thii^ about him hut aiiy dieeriVilness, began to 
uj to his hcwt, ** This day shaU be a day €£ 
pleasure." The sun played upm the water, the 
birds warbled in Qm groves, and the gales quiTcved 
among the branches. He roved from -walk to walk 
as chance direeled him, and somctinie« Mstened to 
the songs, 8<»aetinie8 mingkd with the duwetia 
sometimes let loose bis ima^nation in flints of 
merriment; and sometimes uttered grave reflections 
and sententious maxims, and feasted on the ^imi- 
TBtion with whidi they were recdved. 

Thus the day rolled on, without any acddent <^ 
vexation, or intrurion of melancholy thoughts. All 
that bdield him caught gladness from his looks, and 
the si^t of hap{»neBs conferred by himself filled his 
heart with satisfiuition : But having passed three 
hours in this harmless luany, he was alarmed on a 
sudden by ta univexsal screun asaoag the womeo. 
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and turning badt sew the whole assembly flying in 
ocmfusion. A young crocodile had risen out of the 
lake, and was ran^ng the garden in wantonness or 
hunger. Seged beheld him with indignation, as a 
duturba* of his felidty, and chased him back into 
tbe lake* but could not persuade his retinue to stay ; 
or £ree thdr hearts from the terror which had 
adzed upcm them. The princesses inclosed them- 
idves in tbe palaocv and could yet scarcely believe 
thetuselves in safety. Every attentjcm was fixed 
up<m the late danger and escape, and no mind was 
ny loBger at Insure fiir gay sallies or careless 
prattle. 

S^ed laut now no trilier employm«it than to 
ccmtemplate the innumerable casualties which lie in 
ambudi on every side to intercept the ba[^>iness of 
man, and break in upon tbe hour of delight and 
tranquillity. He had, however, the consolation q£ 
thinking, that he had not been now dis^pcnnted 
by his own fiiult, and that the accident which had 
blasted tiie b(^>es of the day, might easily be pre- 
Tmted by ftiture oautim. 

That be might provide for tbe pleasure oS the 
oert mmui^, he resolved to repeal his penal edid^ 
nnoe he had already found that discontent and 
melancholy were not to be flighted away by the 
Areata of au^ority, and that Pleasure would only 
reside where she was exempted fiiom controul. He 
therefore invited all the companions of his rebrat 
to unbounded pleaMratry, l^ proposing prizes fat 
those wbo-«hoald> on the following day, distinguish- 
themselves 1^ any festive perfomumoeft ; the tables 
of the anti^uBber were covered with gold and 
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pearls, and robes and garlands decreed the rewards 
of those who could refine d^^nce or heighten 
pleasure. 

At this display a£ riches every eye immediately 
sparkled, and every tongue was biided in celebrating 
the bounty and magnificence of the emperor. But 
when S^ed entered, in hopes of uncommon enta*- 
tunment from universal emulation, he found that 
any passitHi too strongly a^tated, puts an end to 
that tranquillity which is necessary to mirth, and 
that the mind, that is to be moved by the gentle 
ventilati(»is of gaiety, must be first smoothed by a 
total calm. Whatever we ardently wish to gain, we 
must in the same degree be afraid to lose, and fear 
and pleasure cannot dwell together. 

All was now care and solicitude. Nothing was 
dcHie or spoken, but with so visible an endeavour 
at perfection, as always &iled to delight, though it 
sometimes forced admiration : And Seged could not 
but observe with sorrow, that his prizes bad more 
influence than himself. As the evening approached 
the craitest grew more earnest, and those who were 
forced to allow themselves excelled, began to dis- 
cover the malignity of defeat, first by angry glancM, 
and at last by contemptuous murmurs.' Seged like* 
wise shared the anxiety of the day, for considering 
himself as oUiged to distribute with exact justice 
the prizes which had been so zealously sought, be 
durst never remit his attention, but passed bis time 
' upon the rackof donbt, in balandngdifierent kindsof 
merit, andadjustJng the claims of all the oompetitois. 

At last, Imowing that no exactness could satisfy 
those whose hopes be should ditB|^tnt, u^ 
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tbinkiog that, on a day set apart for happiness, it 
would be cruel to oppress any heart with sorrow, 
be declared that all had pleased him alike, and di*. 
missed all with presents of equal value. 

Seged soon saw-that his caution had not been able 
to avoid ofience. Th^ who had believed fhem- 
sdves secure of the highest prizes, were not pleased 
to be levdled with the cxovrd ; and though, by the 
liberality of the king, they re<xiTed more than big 
pKHUise had entitled them to expect, they departed 
unsatiafied, because they were honoured with no 
distinction, and wanted an opportunity to triumph 
in the mortification of thrar opponents. " Behold 
" here^" said S^^^ " the condition of him who 
** places his happiness in the happiness of otheft." 
He then retired to meditate, and, while the cour- 
tiers were repining at his distributions, saw the 
fifth sun go down in discontent 

The next dawn renewed his resolution to be 
happy. But having learned how little he could ef- 
fect by settled schemes or preparatory measures, he 
thought it best to give up one day entirely to 
chance, and left every one to please and be pleased 
his own way. 

This relaxation of r^ularity diflused a general 
complacence through the whole court, and the 
emperor ima^ned that he had at last found the 
secret of obtaining an interval of felicity. But as 
he was roving in this careless assembly with equal 
carelessness, he ova-heard ode of his courtiers in a 
close arbour murmuring alone : " What merit has 
'* Sfiged above u^ that we should thus &ar and 
" «bey him, ■ man,- whom, whatever he vasy have 
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" fiwrneriy perimmed, fau liixiny now shows to 
** have the sune weaknesi with ourselves.** Tlni 
chtrge aflfoeted him the nH>r^ as it was attend by 
one wbom he had always obsnved among the most 
algect of his flatterers. At first his indignatica 
prompted him to sererity ; bat reflectinf^ that what 
was spdcen without intentbn to be heard, was to 
be conndered as only thought, and was perhaps 
but the sudden burst of casual and temporary vex- 
ation, he invented some decent pretence to send 
him away, that bis r^reat might not be tunted 
with the breath of envy, and, after the struf^le of 
deliberation was past; and all derire of revenge 
utterly suppressed, passed the evoiing not only 
with banquiUity, but triumph, though none but 
himself was conscious of the victory. 

The rememlwance <tf bis clemency cheered the 
be^ning of the seventh ixy, and nothing hap- 
pened to disturb the pleasure of S^ed, tiU, looking 
<Hi the tree that shaded him, be reooUeoted, tbat 
under a tree <^ the sune kind he had passed the 
night after his defeat in the kingdom of Gknama. 
The refiecUon on his loss, his dishonour, and the 
miseries which bis subjects su£fered ham the in- 
vader, filled him with* sadness. At last he shook off 
the waght of sorrow, and began to solace himself 
with bis usual pleasures, when his tranquillity was 
again disturbed by jealousies which the late contest 
for the prizes had produced, and which, having in 
vain tried to padfy them by persuanon, be was 
forced to silence I^ command. 

On the eighth mMning fleged was awakened eariy 
by an unusual hurry in the apartments^ and inquir- 
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ing the cause, was told that the princess Ballds was 
seized with sickness. He rose, and calling the phjr- 
aidans, found that they had little hope of her reoo- 
very : Here was an end of jollity : aU bis thoughts 
wore now upon his daughter, whose eyes he closed 
on the tenth day. 

Sutb were the days which Seged <^ £tluo{ua,had 
apfwopriirted to « short resinmtion fixim the fatigues 
of war and the cares of govemment. This narrative 
he has bequeathed to future generations, that no 
man bereaJEter may presume to say, " This day 
** shall be a day of hapfMness." 
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' Propositi wyndum puikt, atgae €qdem ttt tiuiu. 



Bat harden'd by tSftonit, Imd itm the nme, 

IjOBt to all sense of honour and of &ine, 

Thoa yet canst love to haunt the great nan'* board. 

And think no sapper good but widi « loid.-^>owi.u. 

When Diogenes was once asked, what kind of wine 
he liked best ? he answered, " That which is drunk 
" at the cost of others." 

Though the diaracter of Diogenes has never ex. 
dted any general zeal of imitation, there are many 
who resemble him in bis taste of wine ; many who 
are frugal, though not abstemious ; whose appedtes, 
though too powerful for reason, are kept under re- 
straint by avarice ; and to whom all delicacies lose 
thdr flavour, vrbea they cannot be obtuned but at 
their own expence. 

Nothing produces more singularity of manners 
and inconstancy of life, than the conflict of oppo 
site vices in the same mind. He that uniformly 
pursues any purpose, whether good or bad, has a 
settled principle of action ; and as he may always 
find associates who are travelling the same way, is 
countenanced by example, and sheltered in the 
multitude; but a man, actuated at once by differmt 
desires, must move in a direction peculiar to him- 
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mAf, and suffer that reproach which we are natu- 
rally inclined to hestow cm those who deviate from 
the rest of the world, even without inquiring whe- 
ther th^ are worse or better. 

Yet this conflict of desires sometimes produces 
wimderful e£forts. To riot in for-fetched dishes, 
or sur^t with inexhausted variety, and yet 
practise the most rigid economy, is surely an art 
which may justly draw the eyes of mankind upoa 
tiiem whose industry or judgment has enabled 
them to attain it. To him, iudeed, who is con- 
tent to break op»i the chests, or mortgage the 
manras, of his ancestors, that he may hire the 
ministers of excess at the highest price, gluttcmy 
is an easy science; yet we often hear the vo- 
taries of luxury boasting of the elegance which 
they owe to the taste of others, relating with 
rapture the succession of dishes with which their 
cooks and caterers supply them; and expecting 
thdr share of praise with the discoverers of arts 
and the civilizers of nations. But to shorten the 
way to convivial happiness, by eating without mst, 
is a secret hitherto in few hands, but which ceiv 
tainly deserves the curiosity of those whose prin- 
f^pal enjoyment is theu* dinner, and who see the 
sun rise with no other hope than that they shall 
fill their bellies before it sets. 

Of them that have within my knowledge at- 
tempted this scheme of happiness, the greater part 
have been immediately obliged to desist; and 
some, whom their first attempts flattered with 
success, were reduced by degrees to a few tables, 
from whi(^ they were at last cbas^ to make way 
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ftr othefB ; and haring long haUtelated tfaeoMelvef 
to mpciflnoni jteaty, g wi rt i d umaj thm bttct 
jrcui HI diioootentad onnpeteiiGe. 

None enter the r^oiu c^ luxtny with higgler 
ezpectatioiu than men of wit, who imagine, that 
they gball never want a w^come to that oompanjr 
whose ideas tlw3r can enlarge, or whose imagin*' 
lions they can eleratc^ and bdiere thnnselTes able 
to pay fin* their wine with the mirth whidi it qua* 
Ufiei them to jH^tioe. Full c£ this ofrinion, th^ 
crowd with little invitation, whoever the smdl 
otA feast allures them,- but are s^dom encooraged 
to repeat tbrir vints, being dreaded by the pert aa 
rivals, and hafced by the dull as disturbers of the 
company. 

No man has been so hap;^ in gaining and keq^ 
ing the privilege of Uving at luxurious bouses as 
GkiloBuluB, who, after thirty yean of continual 
revdiy, has now established, t^ nncontoovHted 
prescripticHi, bis claim to partake of every enter- 
tainment, and whose presence they who aspire to 
the praise of a sumptuous taUe are careful to pro* 
cure on a day <^ importance, by sending the invita- 
ti(H] a fortnight before. 

Gulosulus entered the world without any emi- 
nent degree of merit ; but was carefiil to frequent 
houses where persons of rank resrated. By being 
often seoi, he became in time known ; and, from 
utting in the same room, was su&red to mix in 
idle conversation, or asusted to fill up a vacant 
hour, when better amusement was not readily to 
be had. From the colfee-house be vras sometimes 
takm away to dinner; and as no man refiises 

Diflitizec by Google 



• Na a06. TBB BAUBLEB. 388 

the acquiinteioe of him whom he sees admitted 
to familiarity by oUien of equal dignity, when he 
had been met at a few taUes, he with less diffioulfrjr 
found the way to more, till at last he ms t^ulariy 
expected to appear wherever preparations axe made 
lor a feast, within the circuit o( his acquaintance. 

When he was thus by accident initiated in luxu- 
ry, be mt in himself no inclination to retire from a 
1^ of so mudi pleasure, and therefore very se- 
riously ccHiddered how he might continue it. Great 
qualities, tv uncommon accomplishments, he did 
not find necessary ; for he had already seen that 
merit rather enforces respect than attracts fond- 
ness; and as he thought no folly greater than 
that of lonng a dinner for any other gratification, 
he often congratulated himself, that he had none 
of that disgusting excdlence which impresses awe 
upon greatness, and condemns its possessors to the 
sodety of those who are wise or l»aTe, and indigent 
as themaelveB. 

Gulosulus, having never allotted much of his time 
to books or meditati<m, had no opiaicm in philosophy 
or politics, and was not in dang« of injuring his 
intoest by dogmatical positions or violent oontra- 
dicti(»i. If a dispute arose, he took care to listen 
with earnest attention ; and, when eitiier speaker 
grew vehement and loud, turned towards him with 
eager quickness, and uttered a short phrase of ad- 
miration, as if sui^sed by such o^^ency of argu- 
ment as he had never known before. By this silent 
concession, he generally preserved in either con- 
trovertist such a conviction of his own superiwity. 
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m rather to pity than nritate hU ad- . 
TenHjr* and prevented thoie outrages which ate 
KnnetiiiieB pwluoed by the rage of defeat, or petu- 
lanoS'if triimph. 

CroleMiliM VM. never embarrassed but when he 
was required to declare his sentiments before he 
had bemfafate to dkoDver to which side the master 
of the>hDuaeiitioHned, for it was his invariable rule 
to adofit the notions of those that invited btm. 

It wffl- sometimes happen that the insolence of 
wealth bMoks into contemptuoumess, or the turbu- 
lenoe of wine requires a vent ; and Gulosului seldom 
faH»of being singled out on sudi emergeaaea, as one 
on whom any experiment of ribaldry may be safely 
tried. Sometimes his lordship 6ndB bimself indined 
to exlnhit a specimen of raillery few the diverrion of 
bis guests, and Gulosulus always 8U}^lie6 him with a 
•ubject of merriment But he has learned toconudcar 
rudeness and indignities as ftmiKarities that entide 
him to greater freedom : he comfca^ himsdf, that 
tboise who treat and insult bim pay for thwc laugh- 
ter, and that he keeps im moo^.ffltfaile tfac^.eniajt 
their jest. 

His chief policy consists in selecting some dish, 
from every course, and recommending it to the com- 
pany, with an air so dedsive, that no one ventures to 
contradict him. By this practice be acquires at a 
feast a kind of dictatorial authority ; bis taste bcf 
comes the standard of pickles and seasoning, and he 
is venerated by the professors of epicurism, as tbe 
only man who understands the niceties of cookery. 
Whenever a new sauce is imported, or any in- 
novation made in the culinaiy system, be proctves 
s 
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the earliest intelligence, and the most authentic 
receipt ; and, by communicating his knowledge 
under proper injunctions of secrecy, gains a right 
of tasting his own dish whenever it is prepared* 
that he may tell whether his directions have been 
fully understood. ' 

By this method of life Gulosulus has so impressed 
on his imagination the dignity of feasting, that he 
has no other topic of talk, ot subject of medita- 
tion. His calendar is a bill of fere ; he measures 
the year by successive dainties. The only common- 
places of bis memory are his meals ; and if you ask 
him at what time an event happened, he consider 
whethCT he heard it after a dinner of turbot or veni- 
son. He knows, indeed, that those who value 
themselves upon sense, learning, or piety, speak 
of him with contempt; but he considers them as 
wretches, envious or ignorant, who do not know hi^ 
happiness, or wish to supplant him ; and declares . 
to his Mends, l^at he is fully satisfied with his own 
conduct^ since he has fed every day on twenty 
didies, and vet doubled his estate. 
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Stiwr teneicenUnt maiart tatma eftmm, me 
Pttfft at trtrttmnBi WibiKhM.^— hos. 

The voice of leasnt cria Mrith winidiig force, 

Jjoow from the npiA car ycmr tged htaw, 

Lert, in die race i^i^^lf^, leA bdiind. 

He drag bis jaded litnba, sod bunt hk wind . ' ■ rKAwca. 

Such is the emptinen of human enjoyment, that 
we are always impatient of the present Attain* 
tnent is fdlowed by neglect, and possession by Htm 
gust; and the malidous remark of Uie Gredc 
cpigrammalist on marriage may be applied to ereiijr 
other course of life, that its two days of happiness 
are the first and the last 

Few moments are more pleasing tiiao those in 
which the min^ is cfmcerting measures for' a new 
tudertaking. From the first hint that awakens t^ 
&ncy, till the hour of actual execution, all is im- 
provement and progress, triumph and feUcily. 
Every hour brings additions to the original schema 
suggests some new expedient to secure success, ix 
discovers consequential advantages not hitherto 
foreseen. While preparations are made, and ma- 
terials accumulated, day glides after day throu^ 
dynan prospects, and the heart dances to the song 
of hope. 

Such is the pleasure of projecting, that many 
content themselves with a succession (tf viaoaaiy 

I I,.. uCioci^lk 
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teh^mes, «nd wear out tb&r sUotted time in the 
Cttlm «iQU9^9ei}t of contriring what they neva at- 
tepap^ Or hope to execute. 

, Otbiers, not able to feast their imagination with 
Tpm9 idwfl. jadviww wwoewh^t nearer to the ^oss- 
iwn of tu^oa, with great diligaice collect whatever 
is ^i^qMisil^ to tbpir dosigp, «nd, after a thousand 
Beaea^hes a&d consultations, are snatched away by 
dfatiti, a» they stimd ifi prodfictu wiutiiig for » pro- 
pw opportuoity to b^in. f i 

. If there were no other end of life, than to find 
aourn adequate solace fot every day, I know not 
wjhfltber my modition could be preferre4 to that of 
the mm who involves hijoiself in his own thoughts, . 
afid neiver si^i« experieiice to show him tfaje yaoity 
of speeulatuio; for no sooner are notions reduced 
to pinctifie* than tranquillity and confidence &rsake 
tbe breast ; eViery ^y |»ing& its task, and often 
without bringing abilities to perfona it : difficulties 
cmbtuiws. uocertiuiMf per^exea. opposition :re- 
tvds* o^nwre exaspei^tes, or neglect depressai. 
We pffoces^fl beoiW^ we have.b^un ; we cotoplete 
our dQNgP» that UiQ labour already spent may not 
be .run a hut as erpeotatitm gradually dies away; 
the,gfiK^vnile:^of .aljK^ty ittisappeus, we erf comr 
pelled ,to imploK^ ^rAr» powers, and Uust th<e 
fveni to^paid^we and constant^. 

.Whenonce our labour has begun, the comfoit 
tfa^t enat^ ^ to eiadure Ui ii the prospect of its 
^d ; for tbou^ in teyety loog work there are soihe 
joyous intemls of sdf-applause; when the attenticMl 
Hf.reoretted fagr MPexpected &cil{ty. and the ima- 
ffe0afm AMthei by uKadentst exceUendes ; yet tiw 
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toil with which performance stru^les after idea, ii 
so irksome and disgiuting, and so frequent is the 
necessity of resting below that perfecti<Hi which we 
imagined within our reach, that seldom sny man ob- 
tains more from his endearours than a painfiil can- 
Vktion of his defects, and a continual resuscltatiim 
of desires which he feels himself unable to gratify. 

So certainly is weariness the oonccmoitant of our 
undertakings, Uiat every man, in whatever lie is 
ei^f^^ged. consoles himself with the hppe of change ; 
jif faelias made bis way by assiduity to pnblic em- 
ployment, he talks among his fri«ids of the delight 
of Entreat; if by the necessi^ of solitary applica- 
tion he is secluded from the world, he listens with 
a beating heart to distant noises, longs to min^ 
with living beings, and resojves to, take hereidter 
his, fill of diveisifflis, or display bis abilities on the 
universe theatre, and enjoy the pleasure of cUs- 
tinction and applause. 

Every denre, however innocent^ grows dangerous, 
as by Iraig indulgence it becomes ascendant in the 
mind. When we have' been much aceu^med to 
Ainuder any thing as capable .of giving .hfip{»in99B, 
It is not easy to restrain our apdovr. or to jTyrh^r 
some predpitatira) in.our advances, end in'^rul^ty 
in our pursuits. He that has cqltivated the tree, 
watched the swelling bud and opening blpW'i')*^'^ 
pleased himself with computing how mudi evgiy 
sun and shower add to its growth, scarcely.st^ys 
till the fruit has obtained its maturity, but defeats 
his own cares by eagerness to reward them. Wb«n 
we have diligently laboured for any purpose, wexwe 
willing to brieve that we have attained ^^.4VHt 
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becaose we h&ve already done much, too suddenly 
conclude that no more is to be done. 

All attraction is increased by t^ approach of the 
Mtriicdi^. body. ' .We never find ourselves so desirous 
to finish, m in the latter part of our work, or so im- 
patij^t of delay, as when we know that delay (Cannot 
be long. Thus unseasonable importunity of dis- 
content may beipartly imputed to languor and wea^ 
riness, which must always oppress those more whose 
toil, has be^. longer continued; but the greater 
part usually proceeds from frequent contemplation 
of that ease which is now conudered as within 
reach,. and which, when it has on6e flattered our 
hopes, w6 cannot sufier to be withheld. 

In some of the noblest compositions of ~ wit, the 
OHicluBion falls below the vigour and spirit of the 
first books ; and as a genius is not to be degraded l^ 
the imputation of human failings, the cause of this, 
declension is eommonly sought in the structure <tf 
the woric, and plauuble reasons are given why in 
the defective part less ornament was necessary, or 
less could be adVAitted. But, perhaps, the author 
Would have confessed, that bis fkncy was tired, and 
his 'persel'eranceDroken ; that he knew bis desiga 
to be unfinished, but that, when he saw the end 
so near, he oonld no longer refuse to be at rest 

Against \h6 instillations of this fri^d opiate, thft 
btert dwuld be secured by all the considerations 
- which 'once concurred to kindle the ardour of en- 
' terprize. Whatever motive first indted action, has ' 
' still greats force to stimulate perseverance ; since 
'he that might have lain still at first in blameless ob- 
Kurity, cannot afterwards desist but with infiuny 
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and reproach. He, whom a donbtful promiBe of dl^ 
tant good could encourage to set difflcalt!^ at defi' 
ance, ought not to remit bis vigour, when he has 
almost obtained his recompense. To feint or loiter, 
when only the last efforts are required, is to steer the 
ship through tempests, ^d abandon it t6 the winds 
in sight of land ; it is to break the ground and acaU 
ter the seed, and at last to neglect the hardest. 

The masters of rhetoric direct that the most 
fisrdble arguments be produced in the htter part 
of an oration, lest they stioiild be efihced or per- 
plexed by supervenient images. This prece{>t may 
be justly extended to the series of life : KtAhing is 
ended with honour, which does not conclude bet- 
ter than it began. It is not sufficient to maint&in 
the first vigour ; for excellence loses its efibct upon 
the mind by custom, as light after a time cesses to 
dazzle. Admiration must be continued by that 
novdty which first produced it, and how much 
soever is given, there must always be reason to 
imagine that more Remains. 

We not only are mdst sen^ble of the hist impres- 
dons, but suoh is the untfilHngnesd of muiklnd to 
admit transcendent intrit, Itiiat, dion^ it tie diffi- 
cult to obliterate the re^rdach df huicariiages'by 
any subsequeiit achievement, bowser illustrious, 
yet the reputatioti raised by a loilg train of success 
. may be finally ruined by a single failure; ibr weak- 
ness or error will be always remembered by that 
nalioe and envy which it gratifies. 

For the prevention of that disgrace, which lassi. 
tude and negligence may bring at last upon the 
greatest performances, it is necessary to proportk>n 

.8 
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oarefuUy our labour to our strmgtfa. If die deugn 
oomiHrises many parts, equally essentia), and there-, 
fore not to be separated, the only time, for caudon 
is b^re we engage : the powers of the mind must 
be t^n impartJally estima^, and it must be re- 
membered that, not to complete the plan, is not to 
have b^un it ; and that nothing i« done, while any 
thing is omitted. 

But» if the task consists, in. the repetition of 
ungls act^ no one of. whiph ^ny^is itf^:.«flicacy 
finm. the rest, it may be attempted with le^^ scru- 
jie, because there is always opportunity to retreat 
with honour. The danger, is only, lest we expect 
firom ^. world, (he ind^Jciience with which mpat 
are disposed to treat themselves ; and in the hour 
of lifitfessnefis iqia^^ that the diligence of one day 
iriU.otoqe for the ijdleness of another, and that ap> 
plausp b^^n by . approbation Tfill be continqed by 
habit 

He that is himseljf yrmay ^f^ill sow w^ry the 
puUic. Let Mm ther^ffore .f^y down his en^doy- 
m»nt, vhmvft ik be>. wl»o can no longer e^^^rt his 
forrotf mt^yity <ff 9tfwt)m ; . let him not endeavour 
«0 ^vf^ with oenHV% or obstinately infest tjie 
-sti^,^ a-gsn^rBl hissi OQtnpaands him to d^pfut. 
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Ouj; {i^ir |T-«1(', T«s )i ft ix-ifn^ETOIf * 

Ol)^* TitCr' iciJJa icoi iTBf ■ Ilijriftni-^— -SIOC. LAEKT. 

B^oOB, -je bUd^eadt^ Benc£nrt criec, ' ' 

Aii4^Teitt^lib«iKifa tkeleun'daDdidw; ' ' .|l.: 
By wit, bj knowledge, stadioua to be read, i 

I team the multitude, alive and dead. 

TiMX» wbicb puts u) end to tS\ hamaD pkaflnres 
and sorrows, has likeirise condudedthe labours fit 
the RamUer. Having supported, for two yens, tbe 
anxious employment of a peiiodical writer, and'iiii^-i^ 
tiplied my essays to upwards of two-t)undred, I 
have DOW determined to detaat. 

The reasMis of this resolution' ^it is-oMittle im-' 
'porUnce to declare^- auieejiutifieation 'is unnece9-^ 
sary when do iab)ectiDn"i8'madft* T aifr ihr -friMa- 
mpposing, that t^ cessation of my- pei'flmaiiiiieM' 
will raise any inquiry, ftr I'b8ve<n6¥cr tieatf>BMi*li 
a favourite «f the pabUc,- na'eanfwa^ Mut^ iii>tGe 
|Ht)gress of my undertaking, I have h/ten aimnaitsd-' 
by the rewards of tbe liberal, the cuesses of the 
greet, or tbe praises of the eminmt. 

But I have no design to gratify pride by submis- 
sion, or malice by lamentatitHi ; nor think it reason- 
able to complun of neglect from those whose regard 
I never solicited. If I have not been distinguished 
by the distributors of literary honoufs, I bare 
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Kldom descended to the arts b^ whtcfa &vour is 
obtained. I have seen the mete<Hi» of&shion rise 
and fall, without any attempt to add a moment to 
their duration, I have never complied with tem- 
porary curiosity, nor enabled my readers to discuss 
the topic of the day ; I have rarely exempli6ed 
my asseitiwis by living characters ; in my papers 
no-man could look for censures of his enemies, or 
{iraisesof himsdf ; and they only were expected to 
penisetfaem, whose passibnB ksA them-i^ure for 
abstnutted truth, and whom virtue cotild }i1ease by 
its nalud dignity. 

To some, however, I am indebted fiM* encourage- 
nmit, and. tO' oth»v for aniMBnce. - The' fiudib^il 
aS'tofy fnende waS never great, bnt tK^faaVeib^eri 
M^h as woirid' m^ suffer roe to tbiiik that iWa^ 
-noting in vain, and I did not feet> mueh'^ttotidli 
fiom the want of populanty. ' '■ '■•; '■ ■n 

My obligatiODB bavhig hot iie^ iivquen^- my ac- 
kswwledgmenu may be soon despattlWed;' ■ I'^eiai 
vestMW to- all my corretpcndefita 'l^eit pK!>dDeHdtis 
wilhlHtle dlnuttutiwi of^ the bdlfc of nHy Vdltimie^ 
tlwugfar Mt-wvtfaoatthe loss 'of 'some (riecesto witidt 
pMrtiealw bonoBW haw Been' paid. '" 

The parts frott which 1 ebdm no other' phiito 
than that of having given them an opportunity of^ 
appearing, are the four biHets in the t«ith' pa^ 
per, the second letter in the fifteenth, the thirties, 
the fburty-fourtb; the ninety-seventh, and the hun- 
dredth papm, and the second letto- in lAte hun- 
dred and seventh. '' 

Having thus deprived myself of- many excuses 
which candour might have admitted for the 
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inequitlityiiof oy oonpowtioBt, htuig ttO;kiBg«r 
able -to alle^ tbe;- necoKily of' ^gratifying. eOtt 
n^KHidents, the inpiM'tiuvty vith whlofa (lilbUcft- 
ItioD wBi MimteAt or criwtuisey. with whidi ogft^- 
nction w4b r^ected, I onirt nmaiti mnnintaUf 
fat att my fiuiikf> and Hibmit, wilihout subttrfiigeb to 
lAe e^Dswres of ontidsm* vrhidi, bowewa:, I sbatt 
Dot endeavour to. soften t^ a {camal depi»Qali<H\- 
pr to Mwrbsar by. the ioflnenoe of a pwtroD;^ T^ 
nypUoatiww ■ of awmntbor aevet ydti r^ifVfd bk^ 
a rnomnt from aUiif ido ; and,) though grMswsR hM 
Bometimes sheltered guilt, it can affiwdinif >pcD(- 
tictigB.to igpiHaawe or dubiesa. Hairing hitiieTto 
attempted only the {m^iagatioD of truth, I .witt«»t 
at lait violate it 1^ the confessioii gf tamm which 
I do not feel; bavii^ laboured toiiMtaiotain 'the 
dignity of virtue I wiU not now Aegttde. it by -Utt 
meanneaa of dedication, .■,:'■.,■■ . . i. 
. The seeming, vani^. with vhiffhJihMeWmQtiAcfi 
qjtokca <^jn><«elf, would {lerbaps eequire.oA.^pcf- 
logy^ w«i« it' not «s.ta}iHited'by:itb« eaiiifde^«f 
those wtio have pM^hed ew^itefeWimti Ood 
by the {Hivikge wJtii«h;«yery namtAess.wnbei ritM 
been hitherto allowed. " A: tnafllc>"<fl*jli:j6iMig- 
Uone^ "■ oonforea right ^f ftftiag uid spteking.vrith 
"iMsrastraint. even when the tfeai^r ha|i|inu:'tg 
." be knowu.^ He, th^ is discovered w:itbottt his 
own conaeot, may elain some ittdulgeoc^ and cen^ 
not be rigoroiiu^ called to jui^fy thofee sallies or 
fiolica which his disguise must prove him dfanrous 
to conceal. 

But I ,have been cautious lest this ofifence should 
be Irequendy or grossly committed ; fiv. aa one of 
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tbe i^owpben dtroets lu to live Witk a ftiend, ag 
with one that u dome time to beoome an enetnj, I 
bate alwajt tbougfat it the duty: of ui anonytoout 
anther to write, as if he ciqiected to. be beeeafttt ' 
known. 

: I am wiUngtoflatt» mytelf withfaope^ thi^by 
aAeotiog these papers, I am ndt ipcepanng, for my 
lottire b&i either shame or repentance. Tiiat ^ 
are happily icnagiDed, or accurately pfdisbad^tbat, 
1dMe< same sentiments have not sometimes ^leoinrpd^ 
or the same esqMxssions been tootfiequcBtty ro^ 
{ieBted, I have not confidence in my abiiities aa^ 
Gaekt to. «anant He that condemsis hiaiaelf M 
atanpoK oii a stated day, will often brihg tttkSt 
task an attention dissipated, a memory emkav» 
nisBd, an imaginatiMi overwhelmed; a Mind dis- 
tracted with anxietitt, a body langmshing with 
dbcase ] He will labour on a Iwrren topic^ tiiU>it ii 
too late to change it; «■#■ ia the ankmr of inMln^ 
ttOB. diffuse his thotgfats into wild exubemlcelt 
winch the pnespiag boar of pabUeUton danhotBiill 
te judgment to eoaamtneoEdredMe. < ->-<' 

Whatever shall be the final $«)tence (tf manklni^ 
Iihave at leaat Endravouied to deserve tb^ ld^d< 
aeas. I iiave laboured to refine our langaaga -to 
gnunmatieal parity, and to clear it from octioqirid 
bm-baciuns, Itcrotious idioms^ and irr^alar ooraln^ 
snetioQs. Something, periiaps, I have added to A* . 
elegance of its constructiooi, and something to the 
faanbony of its cadence. When oommon word* 
were less pleasing to the ear, or less distinct in thrir 
signification, I have ^miliariaed the terms of philo- 
sophy, t^ applying them to popular ideas, but have 
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rarely admits any nrwd nbt autinfized by fww 
mer writers ; for I believe tbst whoever knows the 
EngHsh tongue in its present eSiHit, '■ will be idid 
to eKpKsa bis thou£^ without fiirthier hdp from 
other nations. 

At it has been my principal design to inculcate 
wisdmn or piety, I have alkitted few papers to -the 
idle sports of imaginatiDn. Some, perhaps, m&y. 
bfr found, of which the hi^est excrilence is harni« 
lea merriment ; but Scarcely any man is so steadfly 
lerions ai not to complain, that tiie' severity of dv»> 
tatorial InEftriiction has been too seldom reKevdd, 
BDd that be is driven' by the sternness^ of the Ram^ 
Uer^ pfaitosophy to more dieerfiul and airy^ corn- 



Next to the excursions of fancy are. the di8q(u< 
litions of critidsni, which, in my opinion, is only to 
be ranked among the subordinate 'and ioitrumentil' 
arts. Aibttrary dcoinoR and general eKdamatioiL 
I Iwve oerefiilly avoided, by aiserti^ notbing 
wi^out a zeason, aiid estaUtslimg all my f»iD- 
dples of judgmeaft on nnaltecable. and evident 
truth. 

In the pictures of life I have never been so stu- 
dious of novdty or surprise, as to depart wholly 
from all naerablance; a &ult vrtsbfa writers, de- 
servedly celebrated frequently commit, that they 
may ndse, as the occasion requires, either mirth or 
abhorrence. Some enlai^;ement may be allowed' 
to declunation, and some exaggeration to bur- 
lesque; but as they deviate &rther from reali^, 
they become less useful, because their lessons will 
Ml of application. The mind of the reader is 
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carried away (torn the contemplation of his own 
manners; he finds in himself no likeness to the 
phantom before him ; and though he laugtis or 
rages, is not reformed. 

The essays professedly serious, if I have been 
able to execute my own intentions,, will be found 
exactly conformable to the precepts i^f CbnsHani|y, 
without any accommodation to tb^ licentiousness 
and levity of the presoit age. I (benefore look 
back on this part of my work .wj^b ple^sucen, whicdbi 
no blame or pruse of man abaU diminish or aug- 
ment. I sluUl never envy the honours which wit 
and lewning obtain in any other caus^ if I cui be 
nomlKred apaong the writers who have ^ven ar- 
dour to virtue, and confidence to truth. 

Celestial pm'n \ dut ^cj reg/ai, 
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